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Ponto the offi  ce dog says: 
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183 Wal-Mart Way • Maysville, KY • 606-759-0076 
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Don’t forget to try our
Fresh cut fries, hand squeezed 
lemonade, Salads and more

989 Medical Park Drive | Maysville, KY 41056
MeadowviewRegional.com | 606-759-5311

 Call 833-248-1274 to 
schedule yours today!

3D mammograms 
can be life saving.

MCIS students assess shelter needs
Christy Howell�H oots
choots@cmpapers.com

Students with the 
Mason County Interme�
diate School toured the 
Mason County Animal 
Shelter on Thursday to 
see what the shelter may 
need.

MCIS Student Tech�
nology Leadership Pro�
gram Coordinator Mar�
gie Henderson said the 
students, with the STLP 
Dog Squad, wanted to 
know what they could do 
to help the shelter.

�We came to see what 
the needs are,� she said. 
�We wanted to see what 
we could do to help. The 
kids brought dog food 
and cat food, but without 
them being able to see 
and hear everything, they 
didn�t really know what 
to expect. The kids want 
to have a work day when 

we can all come, bring 
parents and others and 
maybe work on the maze 
and other things.�

The kids started the 
tour by visiting with a 
puppy. They gathered in 
a room and played with 
the dog before touring 
the areas where cats and 
dogs are kept, led by 
Richard Newberry, who 
oversees the shelter.

�We have � ve cats,� 
Newberry said. �Some 
of them are friendly and 
want to play. We have 
Grumpy here. We call 
him that, because he 
never changes his face.�

Newberry took the stu�
dents through where the 
dogs are kept and talked 
to them about animals 
that are unadoptable.

�He talked to them 
about unadoptables,� 
Henderson said. �It�s 
hard for a kid, because in 

their minds, all dogs are 
adoptable, so it�s good 
for them to know about 
animals that might be 
aggressive and can�t be 
adopted out.�

In the middle of the 
tour, the students were 
given the opportunity 
to walk one of the dogs 
before visiting the maze, 
where the animals are 
released to exercise.

The students said tour�
ing the shelter was very 
informative for them.

�I thought it was pret�
ty good to come here,� 
Logan Smith said. �We 
got to see where the dogs 
go in and out, what their 
cages look like.�

Smith said he hopes to 
be able to help with the 
outdoor space and some 
lighting issues.

�The outdoor space is 
kind of wet and we hope 
to work with the cages,� 

he said. �There needs to 
be more light in there.�

Ryan Owens expressed 
concerns with the same 

areas.
�I saw a lot of dogs 

that were nice,� he said. 
�There were kittens and 

a puppy inside. I�m hop�

ing we can help with the 

Christy Howell�H oots, The Ledger Independent
MCIS students Ryan Owens, Logan Smith, Pat Carpenter, Hailey Henderson and Kynslee Thomas play with 
a puppy at the Mason County Animal Shelter during a tour on Thursday. MCIS STLP Coordinator Margie 
Henderson, back, watches the students.

Mason bypasses 
in six-year plan
Mary Ann Kearns
mkearns@cmpapers.com

An access road from 
Kentucky 11 to Kentucky 
9 AA Highway and from 
U.S. 68 to Kentucky 11 in 
Mason County is part of the 
Kentucky Transportation 
Cabinet�s six year road plan 
which was revealed earlier 
this week.

The 2020 Recommended 
Highway Plan covers � scal 
year 2020 through � scal 
year 2026.

The plan features a his�
toric biennium investment 
of $100 million to improve 
safety conditions on rural 
roads through the Highway 

Safety Improvement Pro�
gram and infuses $8 million 
in the biennium to install 
more than 100 miles of life�
saving guardrail across the 
state, of� cials said.

�This plan delivers on our 
commitment to invest in 
long�awaited regional access 
projects that can open up 
economic opportunities in 
rural regions while provid�
ing a responsible approach 
to improving our highway 
infrastructure statewide,� 
said Governor Andy Bes�
hear. �The plan also focuses 
on highway safety programs 
and projects designed to 

Thompson speaks 
at MCTC, stresses 
higher education
Ashley McCarty
amccarty@cmpapers.com

President of the Ken�
tucky Council on Post�
secondary Education, 
Dr. Aaron Thompson, 
delivered a presen�
tation on Friday at 
Maysville Community 
and Techincal College�s 
Spring Faculty and In�
Service Day on �The 
Case for Why Higher 
Education Matters.�

Thompson began 
the presentation by 
introducing himself, 
and divulging his back�
ground. He was born in 

Clay County, in a log 
cabin with dirt � oors.

�I was born to an illit�
erate father, an eighth�
grade mother. So high�
er education was my 
way out. I was a � rst�
generation high school 
student. I had nobody 
to show me a direction, 
nobody,� said Thomp�
son. College became 
the way out for him and 
his children, he said.

�This is what oppor�
tunity really is. That�s 
why our community 
colleges are so impor�
tant, because you don�t 
understand that people 

don�t know what oppor�
tunity is until we�ve 
given them the full de� �
nition and the under�
standing. You all are 
where the rubber meets 
the road. That�s why 
I�m so deeply engaged,� 
said Thompson.

�We did this return 
on investment report. 
Kentucky was the � rst 
one to do this kind of 

return on investment 
report where we track 
almost 43,000 students 
that graduated in 2010 
from our high schools 
to � gure out what hap�
pened to them,� he 
said, thumbing the but�
tons for the projector.

�We want to know 
where they were at 

Provided, Brady Shultz
Dr. Thompson speaks with attendees at MCTC�s Spring Faculty and 
In�Service Day.

Behavioral Hospital ready to open in Georgetown
Wayne Gates
Champion Media

G E O R G E T O W N , 
Ohio � After almost 
three years of effort, the 
Georgetown Behavioral 
Hospital is ready to open 
its doors.

The hospital will begin 
taking patients next week 
in a limited way as it pre�
pares to demonstrate to 
state regulators what it 

can do.
�We are going to take 

our � rst patients start�
ing Wednesday, Feb. 5,� 
said Hospital Administra�
tor Art Owens. �We have 
gone through our state 
survey with the Ohio 
Department of Mental 
Health, which we passed 
easily. As a result, we 
have temporary accredi�
tation from the state 
and national regulatory 

board.�
Once the hospital 

successfully treats 20 
patients, the charts and 
procedures are reviewed 
and approved by regula�
tors.

�According to state law 
and the accreditation pro�
cess, any newly opened 
hospital is required to 
build 20 admitted and 
discharged patient case 
� les and have two active 

patients in the hospital 
at the time inspectors 
return for a � nal look,� 
Owens said. He expects 
that to happen sometime 
in April of this year.

�The inspectors will 
critique the record keep�
ing, the admissions pro�
cess, nurse and social 
service charting. The full 
and � nal accreditation 
is based on our perfor�
mance. Once that hap�

pens, we can open all 46 
beds,� he said.

To start out, Owens 
said the hospital will treat 
six to eight patients at a 
time.

�We already have our 
core staff here and we 
will have more staff start�
ing next week. They have 
been going through ori�
entation and training. As 
the hospital grows, so will 
the number of employ�

ees.� Owens added that 
he wants to be able to 
show off the new hospital 
to the community as soon 
as possible.

�Once we get our doors 
open, we will have some 
sort of open house event 
where the public can 
come in and take a look 
around. We will let every�
body know in advance 
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Routine traffic stop ends in two arrests
Hayley Adkins
hadkins@cmpapers.com

The Maysville Police 
Department (MPD) 
recently conducted a 
traffic stop, resulting in 
two arrests.

According to the 
MPD, MPD Sergeant 
Michael Reese conduct-
ed a traffic stop on U.S. 
68 near the Maysville 
Community and Tech-
nical college on Jan. 4 at 
approximately 2:20 a.m. 
The MPD stated that 
Reese discovered that 
the driver, Sarah Baker 

of Corinth, Ky., had 
a warrant out for her 
arrest for the charge of 
second-degree assault.

Joshua Choate of Mr. 
Vernon, Ind., as well 
as a man who identi-
fied himself as Cho-
ate’s brother, were pas-
sengers in the vehicle. 
MPD officers Austin 
Fraley and Andrew 
Staggs reportedly 
spoke with them after 
spotting two firearms 
through the glass of the 
vehicle’s back window.

“One firearm was a 
Remington .22 Rifle, 

and the other was a 
Ross .410 gauge shot-
gun,” stated the arrest 
citation. “The above 
male advised that him 
and his brother were 
trying to shoot deer ear-
lier in the day, and that 
he knew the firearms 
were in the trunk.”

MPD Officers 
expressed that after 
running his informa-
tion, it was ascertained 
that Choate was a prior 
felon. He was hand-
cuffed and placed under 
arrest before being 
transported to the 

Mason County Deten-
tion Center.

MPD Interim Police 
Chief Chris Conley 
explained that he want-
ed to share the incident 
with the community 
due to the fact that it 
involves convicted fel-
ons being in possession 
of firearms.

“The biggest reason 
for posting is, it’s about 
firearms involved, 
and those guys, any-
time they’re out there 
and around firearms, 
I like to let the com-
munity know that they 

were removed,” he 
expressed.

Conley further stated 
that he is proud of the 
officers involved in the 
case, noting that they 
went “beyond a traffic 
stop.”

“Those guys did a 
great job not only, num-
ber one, of checking 
the vehicle, but two on 
checking the people, 
the occupants inside 
the vehicle and that’s 
a go beyond the stop,” 
stated Conley. “I share 
to praise them and two 
to show the commu-

nity that they are doing 
a dangerous job on it 
and doing a great job at 
that.”

A statement released 
by the MPD reiterates 
that all suspects are 
innocent until proven 
guilty in a court of law.

MCPL announces 
January programming
Peyton Dunaway
pdunaway@cmpapers.com

The Mason County 
Public Library recently 
released its calendar of 
events for the month of 
January.

The library’s regular 
programs for children 
ages 12 and below will 
continue in January, 
including Montessori 
& Me (Jan. 2, 16, 30; 
10:30-11:30 a.m.), 
Pretend Play (Jan. 9, 
23; 10:30-11:30 a.m.) 
and S.T.E.A.M. LEGO 
Club (Jan. 5, 4:30-5:30 
p.m.).

Storytime, for chil-
dren ages zero to five 
years, will take place 
on Jan. 8, 15, 22, and 
29, from 10:30-11:30 
a.m. This month’s 
theme is winter, with 
topics such as winter 
mythical creatures and 
penguins. Children 
who attend will sing 
songs, read stories and 
participate in STEAM 
activities.

S.T.A.R. Storytime 
will also continue, with 
children ages zero to 
five meeting on Satur-
days from 10:30-11:30 
a.m., and children ages 
five to 10 meeting on 
Thursdays at 6 p.m.

On Friday, Jan. 9, 
Nerds & Nostalgia will 
meet from 3:30-5 p.m. 
This meeting will be 
for children ages eight 
to 12 and will give par-
ticipants the chance 
to discuss pop culture 
and explore old-school 
media. The next meet-
ing, for teens ages 
13-18, will take place 
on Jan. 23.

The MCPL will host 
several new children 
and family events in 
January.

On Monday, Jan. 12, 
and Tuesday, Jan. 20, 
the MCPL’s Construct 

It! programs will cel-
ebrate National Tea 
Month by giving chil-
dren ages six to 12 the 
chance to build their 
own papier-mache 
teacups. Registration 
is required for this 
event.

On Thursday, Jan. 
9, and Tuesday, Jan. 
12, the MCPL’s Art 
Clubs will teach chil-
dren ages six to 12 
the art of reductive 
weaving, inspired by 
artist Lenore Tawney. 
Attendees will use 
painted burlap to cre-
ate their own unique 
art pieces. Registra-
tion is required for the 
event on Jan. 9.

On Wednesday, Jan. 
21, the Lit Kids Book 
Club will read and 
discuss books about 
mythical creatures, 
including dragons. 
Afterward, attendees 
will create a dragon-
themed craft. The 
event is open to chil-
dren ages six to 12.

On Friday, Jan. 23, 
the MCPL will host a 
Reading Dragons Party 
from 5-7 p.m. The 
event will celebrate 
the library’s launch of 
the Reading Dragons 
program, designed to 
spark imagination and 
encourage literacy in 
school-age children.

“Celebrate with sto-
ries, activities, and 
dragon-themed crafts 
for children and fami-
lies,” states the library. 
“Learn how to take 
part in the program, 
pick up your first Read-
ing Dragons materials, 
and enjoy a magical 
time with fellow read-
ers. Costumes are wel-
come, and curiosity is 
required!”

On Thursday, Jan. 
29, the library will 

host a New Year, New 
Career job fair from 11 
a.m. to 2 p.m. in part-
nership with the Ken-
tucky Career Center. 
This event is open to 
all job-seekers and will 
feature local employers 
and career resources.

The MCPL will 
also continue to host 
its regular teens and 
adults programming in 
January.

These programs 
include Lofi & Home-
work (Jan. 2, 16; 1-3 
p.m.), Dungeons & 
Dragons (Jan. 6, 20; 
5:30-7:30 p.m.), Open 
Studio Art (Jan. 8; 4-5 
p.m.), Zine-Meet (Jan. 
13; 3-4 p.m.), Teen 
Book Club (Jan. 16, 
4-6 p.m.), Teen Chess 
Club (Jan. 27; 4:30-
5:30 p.m.), Yoga (Jan. 
8, 15, 22, 29; 4-5:30 
p.m.), Bibliophile 
Book Club (Jan. 12; 
4:30-5:30 p.m.), Table-
top Tuesdays (Jan. 13, 
27; 5:30-7:30 p.m.), 
Pretty Poisons (Jan. 
14; 4:30-5:30 p.m.), 
Trivia Night (Jan. 20; 
5:30-7:30 p.m.), Writ-
ers Workshop (Jan. 27, 
7-8 p.m.) and Morn-
ing Mug Club (Jan. 28; 
10:30-11:30 a.m.).

The Booking It 
Downtown program 
will continue meeting 
weekly from 9-10 a.m. 
on the second floor of 
the Buffalo Trace Dis-
trict Health Depart-

ment at 130 E 2nd St., 
Maysville.

Peppers and Pages 
will meet on Wednes-
day, Jan. 28, from 6-7 
p.m. This book club is 
only for adults ages 18 
and up and will feature 
suggestive content as 
well as spicy foods. 
The MCPL advises 
those with food sen-
sitivities to attend at 
their own discretion.

On Thursday, Jan. 
22, the Studio Art 
program will teach 
attendees how to make 
their own bookends in 
celebration of the new 
year.

On Monday, Jan. 26, 
Planning with Heather 
and Meal Planning will 
hold a class on freez-
er foods and storage 
methods from 4-5 p.m.

Finally, on Friday, 
Jan. 30, the library 
will hold its first Teen 
Greenhouse Group 
meeting from 4-5 p.m. 
Due to the cold weath-
er, the meeting will be 
held in the Community 
Room. Registration for 
this event is required.

“Each teen will leave 
with a Kokedama, a 
decorative style of dis-
playing plants originat-
ing from 17th-century 
Japan, along with care 
instructions to keep it 
thriving! You may get 
a little dirty, so please 
dress appropriately,” 
the MCPL concluded.

MFD releases 
annual report
Lauren Tatman
ltatman@cmpapers.com

To ring in the new 
year, the Maysville Fire 
Department (MFD) 
recently released its data 
regarding community 
service calls in 2025.

According to the 
MFD, in 2025, it report-
ed a total of 3,903 ambu-
lance calls (2,989 within 
Maysville and 914 in 
Mason County) and 762 
fire calls, totaling 4,665 
runs.

“To put this growth 
into perspective, back in 
2016, MFD responded 
to 2,575 runs. Due to 
the steady increase in 
call volume, staffing was 
increased from six to 
eight personnel per shift 
that same year. Fast for-
ward to today, and our 
call volume has nearly 
doubled,” the MFD stat-
ed.

In 2025, the MFD 
recorded 4,910 fire train-

ing hours, averaging 182 
hours per service mem-
ber.

“None of this would 
be possible without our 
dedicated firefighters 
and EMS personnel. Our 
staff continues to work 
long hours and nights 
to ensure that Maysville 
and Mason County are 
never left without cov-
erage,” the MFD said. 
“We remain hopeful that 
future staffing increases 
will allow us to contin-
ue improving response 
times and ensure resi-
dents receive an ambu-
lance without delay 
when they need it most.

“Thank you to our 
incredible team for their 
professionalism, dedica-
tion and commitment to 
serving our community 
day in and day out. And 
thank you to the citizens 
of Maysville and Mason 
County for your con-
tinued support,” it con-
cluded.

JOSHUA
CHOATE

SARAH
BAKER

So long, 
Christmas tree

Submitted by Patricia Burden
The Christmas tree that was located in Limestone Landing 
was removed on Wednesday, Jan. 7.


