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That ole’ Kentucky sound filled the room as 
Thumbpickers showed off their talent. 

on the musical map.

On The Overtime Show 
with Wendall and 
Misty, we love to have 
listeners call-in and a 
call came in from Joe 
Hudson to discuss the 
weekend’s highlights, 
the championship 
competition and 
the musicians who 
traveled to make their 
mark on history. 

Joe stated that the 
event continued to 
attract new visitors. 
This year’s attendees 
included people from 
Georgia, a young 
musician from Texas 
and a contestant 
from North Carolina, 
along with returning 
guests who have made 
the event an annual 
tradition.

Friday night featured 
the National 
Thumbpickers Hall 
of Fame Induction 
Ceremony. Saturday 
brought the annual 
Thumbpicking 
Championship, where 
contestants performed 
three songs each before 
a panel of judges using 
a blind judging system.

The competition 
included two 
categories: traditional 
thumbpicking and 
contemporary 
thumbpicking.

Traditional 
thumbpicking reflects 
the style associated 
with legendary 
Kentucky musicians 
such as Merle Travis, 
as well as Chet Atkins, 
and features the 
distinctive alternating 
bass pattern that 
gives the music its 
recognizable “boom-
chick” sound.

The contemporary 
category showcases 
how the style has 

evolved through 
musicians such 
as Jerry Reed and 
Tommy Emmanuel, 
incorporating 
newer approaches 
while maintaining 
the foundation of 
thumbpicking.

A young musician 
from Texas won 
one category of the 
championship, while 
a contestant from 
North Carolina won 
the other. Category 
winners received 
guitars, while other 
contestants who placed 
received cash prizes.

The championship 
winners also 
performed during 
Saturday evening’s 
program before the 
main concert.

The weekend featured 
performances from 
well-known musicians 
and local favorites. 
John Knowles was 
among the featured 
performers. Knowles 
is one of four guitarists 
originally awarded the 
Certified Guitar Player 
(CGP) designation 
by Chet Atkins, along 
with Jerry Reed, Steve 
Wariner and Tommy 
Emmanuel.

Knowles has also 
helped preserve the 
music of Chet Atkins 
by transcribing much 
of Atkins’ music 
and publishing 
arrangements for other 
musicians to study and 
play.

Local musicians 
shared the stage with 
visiting performers, 
giving audiences an 
opportunity to hear 
musicians from the 
area alongside players 
who traveled long 
distances to attend.

One of the performers 

discussed during 
the radio interview 
was Teresa Waddell 
of Shepherdsville, 
Kentucky. Waddell, a 
returning participant, 
performed Saturday 
evening. Many of the 
women connected 
to the event spend 
much of the weekend 
working behind the 
scenes, but also bring 
considerable musical 
talent of their own to 
the stage.

The weekend is 
about more than 
competition. It 
is a celebration 
of Kentucky 
music, history 
and musicianship, 
while providing 
an opportunity for 
new generations to 
experience a style that 
grew from the musical 
traditions of western 
Kentucky.
Merle Travis, whose 
name is forever 
connected to the center 
and the thumbpicking 
tradition, was born 
in western Kentucky 
and became one of 
the most influential 
guitarists and 
songwriters to emerge 
from the region. The 
Country Music Hall 
of Fame notes that 
Travis developed his 
distinctive style from 
the guitar traditions of 
Muhlenberg County. 
(Country Music Hall of 
Fame and Museum)
Travis once explained 
the inspiration behind 
one of his best-known 
songs, “Dark as a 
Dungeon,” with a line 
that has become one of 
his most remembered 
observations about 
songwriting:

> **“The saddest songs 
are written when a 
person is happy.”** 
> — **Merle Travis**

Travis said the song 
was inspired by his 
upbringing around 
Kentucky coal mines, 
where his father and 
brothers worked as 

miners. (Cloudfront)

The weekend once 
again brought together 
musicians, families 
and music lovers 

from all around, 
sharing a love for 
the unique Kentucky 
sound and tradition of 
thumbpicking.
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Theresa Waddell 
from Shepherdsville, 
KY after an amazing 
performance. 

•OPPORTUNITY CONTINUED FROM PAGE A2
clients opportunities 
to earn money through 
tasks such as making 
rugs, preparing labels, 
shredding paper and 
helping load goods.

The center’s thrift store 
provides another way 
for the community to 
support its programs. 
Donated clothing, 
household goods, 
toys and other items 
are sorted and sold, 
offering affordable 
shopping while 
generating proceeds 
for the center.

Throughout the 
interview, the 
guests emphasized 
the importance 
of belonging. The 
center serves people 
with autism, Down 
syndrome and 
other intellectual 
and developmental 
disabilities, providing 
a welcoming 
environment where 
clients can learn and 
participate without 
fear of judgment.

With roots dating 
to the 1960s, the 
Opportunity Center 
serves Muhlenberg 
County and welcomes 
individuals from 
surrounding areas. 
Victoria Hinson serves 

as director.

Community donations 
and fundraisers help 
sustain its work. The 
center will host a car 
show Oct. 24 at the 
Muhlenberg County Ag 
Center, the county fair 
location.

Car enthusiasts are 
encouraged to bring 
classic, vintage or 
favorite vehicles. Those 
interested in entering 
should contact the 
Opportunity Center 

for registration 
instructions.

For Nick, a highlight 
would be seeing a 
1970 Dodge Charger, 
a favorite inspired in 
part by the “Fast & 
Furious” movies.

The event will give 
visitors a chance 
to enjoy the cars 
while supporting 
opportunities for 
people to learn, work 
and belong.
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Neesha and Nick discussing the upcoming car show 
at the Muhlenberg Opportunity Center.


