
The 4-H Written Communi-
cations Contest is a competi-
tion for youth ages 9-18 who
have a passion for writing.
Written pieces need to be
turned into the LaRue County
Extension Service by March 6,
2026. For more information
visit
https://larue.mgcafe.uky.edu/
events/written-communica-
tions.

Registration now open!
Open to LaRue County youth
ages 9-14. Forms are available
at LaRue County Extension
Service or online at
https://larue.mgcafe.uky.edu/
events/4-h-camp-2026. Adult
and Teen Leaders are also
needed! If you are interested
in being an adult or teen
leader at camp, call the Exten-
sion Office at 270-358-3401.

Scholarship applications

WRITTEN
COMMUNICATIONS

LARUE COUNTY 4-H
SCHOLARSHIP

4-H Camp – June 16-19,
2026

are due April 1, 2026. Applica-
tions can be picked up at the
LaRue County Extension Ser-
vice or found online at
https://larue.mgcafe.uky.edu/
events/4-h-hager-mcdowell-
scholarship.

 

Deadline to turn in posters
for the contest is Friday, April
10, 2026. Posters will need to
be turned into the Extension
Office. For the rules visit
https://larue.mgcafe.uky.edu/
events/poster-design-con-
test.

 

Thursday, March 5, 6:30 pm
at New Haven Gun Club

 

Monday, March 9, 6 pm at
LaRue County Extension Ser-
vice

 

Tuesday, March 10, 5 pm at
LaRue County Extension Ser-
vice

POSTER DESIGN
CONTEST

SHOOTING SPORTS

LIVESTOCK CLUB

GARDENING CLUB

4-H CALENDAR

It was a rough weekend
for the LaRue County
wrestling team in the KHSAA
State Wrestling Champi-
onships.

The MatHawks qualified
10 for the state meet at the
Kentucky Horse Park’s
Alltech Arena in Lexington
this past weekend.

Lucas Durham went 3-2
at 175 pounds, Jamarion
Sanders went 2-2 at 106, Jude

Fortier was 2-2 at 113, Noah
Foley finished 2-2 at 132,
Joseph Kresel finished 2-
2 at 144, Anthony Merino
finished 2-2 at heavyweight,
Liam Ditto went 1-2 at 120,
Domanic Patterson was 1-
2 at 165, Jace Detre was 1-
2 at 215 and Gabriel Ditto
was 0-2 at 138.

LaRue County finished in
a four-way tie for 20th place,
scoring 38.5 points. The
MatHawks tied with Central
Hardin, Corbin and St. Xavier.

MatHawks struggle

at state tournament
STAFF REPORT

f you’ve been thinking
about growing small
fruit this year, whether

for personal use or for
sale at a farmers market,

now is the
time to
start
scouring
nursery
catalogs or
visit local
nurseries.

Raspber-
ries and
blackber-
ries, com-
monly

called brambles, grow
well in Kentucky, as do
highbush blueberries.
With favorable growing
conditions and proper
care, a raspberry plant-
ing may produce for
eight to 12 years. Black-
berry plants usually live
longer than raspberries,
because they are better
adapted to Kentucky’s
climate. They both have
biennial canes and
perennial roots. The
roots and crowns live for
a number of years and
each spring produce a
new crop of canes, while
the fruit matures on last
season’s canes.

Deep, fertile soil that
is well drained, high in
humus and free from
hard pans is best for
brambles. However,
almost any well-drained
soil can be modified to
grow brambles. Planting
brambles on raised beds
may help reduce root rot
and prolong the life of
the planting. Trickle irri-
gation and mulching will
help ensure good plant
growth and high yield.
When possible, plant
brambles on a northern
slope or where there is
afternoon shade. Such
soils are cooler and hold
moisture better.

Early spring is also a
good time to plant blue-
berries. Plant along a
north-south axis if possi-
ble, so sunlight is more
uniformly distributed.
Recommended planting
distances for blueberries
are 10-14 feet between
rows and 4-6 feet within
rows. At this distance,
plants will eventually
form a shrub row. Some

varieties of blueberries
are also easily adapted to
container planting for
the home gardener who
has limited space, but
still wants to grow small
fruit.

You can purchase
blueberry plants as
either dormant, bare root
plants or as potted
plants. Make planting
holes several inches
larger and deeper than
the root system.
Research has shown that
blueberry plants set in
deeper, narrower holes
produce more fruit. It is
thought that plants with
a deeper root system
experience less drought
stress.

Remember to pur-
chase certified, virus-free
stock when possible.
Here are a few sugges-
tions that work well in
Kentucky soils.

Canby is a June-bear-
ing red raspberry variety

that produces early,
large, flavorful fruit.
Plants may be a little
cold tender. Plants are
nearly thornless and are
resistant to mosaic virus.
It is recommended for
home and commercial
plantings.

Reveille, an early-sea-
son raspberry cultivar
with excellent color and
quality, produces large
fruit. Plants are very win-
ter hardy and tolerate
fluctuating spring tem-
peratures. It is too soft
for commercial use, but
its size and earliness
make it excellent for
home use or U-pick and
roadside sales.

Other suitable red
raspberry cultivars for
Kentucky include
Citadel, Latham, Liberty
and Titan.

Among erect and semi-
erect thornless black-
berry cultivars that work
well in Kentucky are

Natchez, Apache, Osage,
Ouachita, Triple Crown,
Prime-Ark Traveler,
Stark and Black Gem.
Several of the latter are
susceptible to spotted
wing fruit fly infesta-
tions.

Good cultivars of
thorny blackberries are
Chickasaw, Kiowa and
Prime-Ark 45, the latter
of which is susceptible to
spotted wing drosophila.

Among blueberries,
Duke, Patriot, Bluejay,
Bluecrop, Draper, Chan-
dler, Brigitta, Bluegold,
Ozarkblue, Nelson, Dar-
row and Elliott are good
bearing cultivars. To
ensure good pollination,
plant two varieties.

Contact the LaRue
County Cooperative
Extension Service for
information.

The Martin-Gatton College
of Agriculture, Food and Envi-
ronment is an Equal Opportu-
nity Provider.

It's time to plant brambles and blueberries

ADAM
THOMAS

I

everal 4-H deadlines
are

approaching this
week on Friday,
March 6. These
include: 4-H
Written
Communications
Contest entry
deadline, 4-H Camp
Teen Leader and
Teen Leader in
Training
application deadline, 4-H
Camp Scholarship
Application deadline, and
the 4-H Little Caesar’s
Fundraiser deadline to
submit orders.

All 4-H members ages 9
to 18 are encouraged to
pick a category in the
Written Communications
Contest and submit an
entry. There are lots of
options to choose from
with nine categories. Two
of the categories are new
this year. Members can
choose from: poetry, song-
writing, original mono-
logue, press release,
public service announce-
ment, essay on what 4-H
means to me, infographic,
and the two new cate-
gories of flyer and pod-
cast. Submission require-
ments and rules for each
category are available
from the Extension Office
and on the website at
https://larue.mgcafe.uky.
edu/events/written-com-
munications.

Teens who wish to still
attend 4-H Camp are
asked to step up and serve

as a Teen Leader or Teen
Leader in Training. Once a
teen is in high school,
they can apply for these
leadership roles. Teen

Leaders will be 16
to 18 year olds dur-
ing 4-H Camp.
Teen Leaders in
Training would be
14 or 15 year olds.
Applications are
available at the
Extension Office
and online at
https://larue.
mgcafe.uky.edu/e
vents/4-h-summer-

camp-2026.
Families with children

who wish to attend 4-H
Camp may apply for a
camp scholarship. A short
scholarship application
form may be picked up
from the Extension Office
and is also located online
at
https://larue.mgcafe.uky.
edu/events/4-h-summer-
camp-2026. The applica-
tion deadline is March 6th.
Sponsors are needed to
support the camp scholar-
ships. If you have an inter-
est in sponsoring a child
for 4-H Camp, the cost is
$225 per child and checks
may be made to LaRue
County 4-H and mailed to
P.O. Box 210, Hod-
genville, KY 42748 or
dropped off directly at the
Extension Office located
at 807 Old Elizabethtown
Road in Hodgenville.

4-H currently has a Lit-
tle Caesars fundraiser in
progress. Pizza kits are
nice to have in the freezer
to use whenever needed.
Each kit makes three
large pizzas or three

loaves of the Crazy Bread
or Italian Cheese Bread,
or Cinnamon Crazy Bread.
Five different cookie
dough options are also
available and include
enough dough to make
thirty cookies. The dead-
line for members to sub-
mit orders to the Exten-
sion Office is Friday,
March 6. The top seller
will win $50 cash and
every seller who sells ten
or more kits will be in a
drawing for $25. Orders
can be placed online at
https://fundraising.little-
caesars.com/prod-
ucts?c=5. Use the
Fundraiser ID: 52255.
Orders will be delivered
the week of March 23rd.
Exact delivery date and
time will be publicized
once it is available. Com-
munity members who
would like to purchase
pizza kits or cookie dough
may order online and pick
up directly at the Exten-
sion Office. When the
online order asks for the
seller’s name, just list
“LaRue County 4-H”.

If you have questions
about 4-H, please contact
4-H Agent, Misty Wilmoth
at 270 358-3401 or by e-
mail to mwil-
moth@uky.edu. Follow
LaRue County 4-H on
Facebook for the latest
information about pro-
grams and activities. Also,
visit the website at
https://larue.mgcafe.uky.
edu/4h-youth-develop-
ment.

The Martin-Gatton College
of Agriculture, Food and Envi-
ronment is an•Equal Opportu-
nity Provider.

4-H Deadlines on March 6
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A lawsuit filed
by the

LaRue County Board of

Education is a
ttempting to

stop the cons
truction of a

Tractor Sup
ply in Hod-

genville.
Filed with the LaRue

CountyCircuit
CourtonDec.

30, the lawsu
it surrounds

a 6.82-acre tra
ct of land on

Eagle Lane in
Hodgenville,

which is locate
d off Lincoln

Parkway, dir
ectly across

from Hodgenville
Ele-

mentary Scho
ol and beside

the LaRue Co
unty Schools

bus garage. A
lthough the

land is owned
byTheEstate

of Carl Howel
l Jr., a portion

of the property
was deeded

to the school s
ystem in 1992

through a non-exclus
ive

ingress-egres
s easement.

The deed giv
es the board

“the right to an
unobstructed

use” of the ea
sement and

the ability to
“construct a

road across sa
id easement

area.”
Talk of a 21,930 s

q. ft.

Tractor Supply being

constructed on
the property

began in August of 20
25,

when Barge D
esign Solu-

tions presente
d a proposal

to the Land of Lincoln

Planning and Zoning

Commission.
The proposal

included an 18
-page site plan

that detailed
the property

layout and how proposed

structures, u
tilities, land-

scaping and o
ther features

would be situ
ated on it.

LCS Superintend
ent

Adryanne W
arren raised

questions abou
t theproposal

when it was fir
st presented,

including traffic
flowat school

drop-off and p
ick-up times,

HES student safet
y when

utilizing outdoor facili
ties

and potential p
arking issues.

No definitive a
nswers were

given at that
time, and no

further informa
tionhasbeen

released sinc
e.

Now, four mo
nths later,

the Board has
requested an

emergency injun
ction and

restraining or
der – which

would ultimately halt any

construction
or site work

until ruled on
by the court.

The lawsuitnam
es theBoard

as thePlaintiff a
ndTheEstate

of Carl Howe
ll Jr., by and

through its Co
-Executrices

Sharon A. How
ell and Cara

Page Howell, and
GBT

Realty Corpo
ration as the

Defendants.
As grounds,

Elizabeth-

town attorney
Shelt Lewis,

who is representi
ng the

Board in them
atter, asserts

that HES is landlocke
d

except for the e
asement, and

that theeaseme
ntconstitutes

the only mean
s of travel for

the school, incl
uding “access

for students, pa
rents, faculty,

staff, school b
uses, service

vehicles and
emergency

responders.”
He also con-

tends that th
e proposed

commercial use would

exceed the scope of
the

easement, con
flicting with

the Board’s e
xpress con-

tractual right to
unobstructed

use, and introduce su
bs-

tantially increased traffic,

including com
mercial and

heavy-vehicle t
raffic, through

thesoleaccess
point forHES.

“If [the] Defe
ndants are

permitted to proce
ed with

construction
, access

modification, o
r commercial

use of the eas
ement before

a judicial dete
rmination of

the parties’ righ
ts, theBoard

will suffer im
mediate and

irreparable inj
ury for which

there is no ade
quate remedy

at law, inclu
ding com-

promised student safet
y,

interferencewi
themergency

access, and
permanent

alteration of th
e sole ingress

and egress to
Hodgenville

Elementary Schoo
l,” the

court document states.

As additional
reasoning

for the need fo
r immediate

judicial inter
vention, the

lawsuit also st
ates that the

Boardbelieves
that sitework

and construct
ion related to

the proposed
commercial

developmentw
ill commence

as early as January 2026,

and that these planned

construction ac
tivitieswould

alter the phy
sical charac-

teristics of the
easement and

compromise s
ole access to

HESbefore the
matter could

SEE SCHOOL
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School Board su
es to

block Tractor Su
pply

BYVICTORIA
COX

EDITOR

Kayla’s Fill-Up
Station inHod

genville

was raided by
several law enforcement

agencies on W
ednesday, Jan

. 14.

BardstownPo
lice narcotics d

etective

Sgt. Michael Halblei
b has confirm

ed

that the agen
cy executed

a search

warrant at the
928 Old Elizab

ethtown

Road location Wednesday morning.

Halbleib said th
e investigation

isongoing

and no other info
rmation could be

shared. has

confirmed that
multipleagenci

esassisted

BPD with the raid,
including, but

not

limited to, the
Kentucky Stat

e Police’s

The LaRue Co
unty Herald N

ews

Drug Enforcement and Special

Investigation
s branch and the Hod-

genville Polic
e Department.

No further in
formation has been

released as of
press time.

will continue
to

follow the investigat
ion and provide

updates as th
ey are made available.

The LaRue

County Heral
d News

Police raid local
Hodgenvillebus

iness

BYVICTORIA
COX

EDITOR

Homecoming Q
ueen

Joslyn Hinto
n

was crowne
d

the 2026 La
Rue

County High

School
Basketball

Homecoming

Queen on

Friday, Janu
ary

16. Hinton i
s a

senior at LC
HS

and plans o
n

attending th
e

University o
f

Kentucky in
the

fall.
Photo by Cam

Lasley

LaRue County
may soon

have a new health facility
.

According to
an adver-

tisement,which
canbe found

onpageB4of t
oday’s edition,

the Lincoln Trail District

Health Department is

soliciting seale
d bids related

to the design
of the future

LaRue County Health

Center. Per t
he proposal

requirements, the proj
ect

aims to “modernize the

delivery of p
ublic health

services to better meet

communityhea
lthneedsand

ensure compliance with

current public
health, safety,

and accessibili
ty standards.”

The building will be

located at the corner of

RailsplitterRoa
d andLincoln

Drive inHodge
nville, across

from the LaRue County

Public Library. The

approximately
3,600 square

feet, single-story
publichealth

facility will fea
ture a lobby

withaseparate
breastfeeding

room;a registra
tionareawith

twoworkstatio
ns; a lab; four

exam rooms for clinical

services; a sta
ff breakroom

and a conferen
ce roomwith

storage. Space
for theLaRue

County Environmental

Service, includ
ing three staff

offices, an ent
ry space, two

offices and a w
orkspace, is

also required
.

The exterior d
esign plans

must include
entrances for

the clinical lob
by area, rear

clinical servic
es, the con-

ference area and for

Environmental
Services.The

labwill also req
uireacovered

drive-through
entrance.

Lincoln Trail
is making

the request for
bidsonbehalf

of the LaRue C
ounty Board

of Health, whi
ch purchased

the Lincoln D
rive property

SEEHEALTH
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Plans for newHealth

Center reveale
d

BYVICTORIA
COX

EDITOR
More than 50 ille

gal THC

vapes, a pound
ofmarijuana,

guns and cas
h were

found during a
recent

raid in Hodge
nville.

According
to a

statement by Hod-

genville Polic
e Chief

JamesRichards
on, the

agency exec
uted a

narcotics-rela
ted

searchwarran
t at 216

S. Greensburg
Street

in Hodgenville
at

approximately
1:05 p.m. on

Thursday, Jan
. 15. During

the search, of
ficers report

findingmore t
han 50 illegal

THC vapes, 1.4 pou
nds of

marijuana, thr
ee handguns,

two long guns and

approximately
$4,800 incash.

An investigatio
n led to the

arrest of , 35 of
CORY STARK

Hodgenville.H
ewascharged

with trafficking
inmarijuana

(first offense, le
ss than eight

ounces) and
cultivating

marijuana (sec
ond or more

offense, five
or

more plants). T
he

cultivating
marijuana
charge is a C

lass

C felony,

punishable
by

between five to
ten

years in priso
n.

Stark was

lodged in the

LaRue County

DetentionCent
erona$5,000

cash bond. H
e will appear

beforeLaRueC
ountyDistrict

Court Judge Teresa

McMahan-Miller on Jan. 21

for arraignment.

All individuals a
rrested

are presumed innocent

unlessandunti
l provenguilty

in a court of l
aw.

Note:

Search warran
t seizes THC

vapes,marijuana, guns

BYVICTORIA
COX

EDITOR

CoryStark

The first of m
any Town Hal

l meetings wil
l be held

on Thursday,
Jan. 22 at Hod

genville City H
all. A joint

venture betwe
en the LaRue

County and H
odgenville

governments, t
he7p.m.meet

ingwill introdu
ce residents

to the new pavement condition
rating system

.

Originally un
veiled by the LaRue

County Fisca
l

Court inApril 2
025, theLINCS

YNCprogram
establishes

a consistent an
d accurate eva

luation metho
d for local

roads. It does
so by evaluating

each roadway in a

specific geogra
phical region –

in this case, Ho
dgenville

and LaRue County – and evaluating each for five

different dam
age types: rav

eling, patchin
g, rutting,

potholes and
cracking. Sur

veyors evalua
ted based

on the severit
y and extent o

f each damag
e type and

then gave eac
h road an ove

rall score and
associated

color, with 10
0 (green) bei

ng in the bes
t condition

and 0 (red) b
eing in the wo

rst.

Results from the surveys w
ere then comp

iled into

an interactive we
bsite. The da

ta is available
to the

public and can
be used by offi

cials to create a
hierarchy

of areas presen
ting the highes

t need and a co
st-effective

plan of action
.

LaRueCounty
was the pilot lo

cation for the i
nitiative,

which was conduct
ed by the Linco

ln Trail Area

Development
District. The C

ity of Hodgenv
ille joined

the program
in August.

Now that local offic
ials have beco

me familiar w
ith

the system, the entities
will be hostin

g a series of

Town Hall meetings to demonstrate the program

to the public.
The first is for

residents of H
odgenville

and LaRue Co
unty’s first Magisterial distr

ict and will

be ledbyHodg
envilleMayor JimPhelps, LaRue

County

SEE TOWN/PAGEA2

TownHall meeting series

begins on Thurs
day

BYVICTORIA
COX

EDITOR
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