
-H speeches or
demonstrations

can be an exciting,
fun way to intro-
duce youth to
public speaking.
Public speaking is
one of the biggest
fears Americans
face, but public
speaking is one of
the many benefits
of participating in 4-
H. Speech and demonstra-
tion projects allow the
youth to develop better
communications skills as
they teach others. Youth
are able to think more log-
ically as a result of partici-
pating in communication
projects.
ome youth feel more

comfortable in
demonstration projects
because they are required
to use props, such as
poster boards, when they
present their topic.
Speeches can be

S

intimidating to some
youth because they have
to address their audience
without any assistance
from visual aids. However,

note cards can be
used in speech
competitions.

No previous
speaking experi-
ence is necessary
to participate. The
only requirement
is that youth are
willing to give
something new a
try. Youth as
young as nine and

as old as 18 can partici-
pate. The possibilities for
topics are limitless and
can range from how to
make bread to how to take
quality photographs to
how to care for animals.
When choosing a topic,
youth should pick one
they are interested in and
know a little bit about.
They should also make
sure information can eas-
ily be found on the topic.

Once they have decided
on a topic, youth should
gather and organize infor-

mation about the topic.
They should think of a
way to creatively grab the
audience’s attention and
then lead the audience
through the step-by-step
process of the project.
Making an outline of the
process helps organize the
information. Youth should
also determine what type
of visuals and materials
they will need to effec-
tively present the topic. It
is important for youth to
practice their speech by
presenting it in front of
family members or
friends. Practicing helps
youth feel more confident
and prepared for when
they present the topic to
their audience.

Speech categories are
divided by birth year of
the participant. Speeches
must be the original work
of the 4-H member and
can be on any topic.
Younger members may
have assistance from an
adult in writing their
speech. Country ham
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Time to Register for 4-H Speech
and Demonstrations Contests

BY MISTY WILMOTH, LARUE
COUNTY EXTENSION AGENT

FOR 4-H YOUTH
DEVELOPMENT EDUCATION

4

MISTY
WILMOTH

n Kentucky, skunks are
often killed

on the
roads
during
February
because of
their
mating
habits. The
mating
season
begins in

late January and continues
through February,
resulting in kits in May
and June. During breeding
season males of this
mostly nocturnal species
wander between four and
five miles each night.
These randy raccoons
move slowly and resist
fleeing from danger,
which results in a high
incidence of animals being
hit by cars. Many

motorists note the
increase of animals (and
odor) on roads and along
roadsides during these
weeks.

Members of the weasel
family, skunks are benefi-
cial, but because of the
noxious and unmistakable
odor they emit when pro-
voked, they are unpopular
and even feared. They can
be found in a wide variety
of settings, from woodlots
to hayfields to cities,
throughout Kentucky.
They are opportunistic,

eating plant and animal
material, including insects
and small animals such as
mice, rats and shrews.
Skunks do occasionally
kill poultry and eat eggs,
but because they mostly
consume what are con-
sidered vermin (rats,
shrews, moles, etc.), the
accepted course is to leave
them alone in their habi-
tat.

Skunks can become an
issue when they take up
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Skunk season is upon us
BY ADAM THOMAS, LARUE

COUNTY EXTENSION AGENT
FOR AGRICULTURE AND

NATURAL RESOURCE

I

ADAM
THOMAS

,
928 Old Elizabethtown Rd.,
Hodgenville. Food service 100;
no noted violations.

, 30
Shawnee Dr., Hodgenville.
Food service 97, retail service
99; Powerade on prep surface
(corrected immediately), build
up in prep cooler and wire
racks in walk-in have build-up.

, 600 N. Lincoln
Blvd., Hodgenville. Food
service 95, retail service 96;
game meat stored with food
product (corrected
immediately), no visible
thermometer in hot holding
case, dumpster lid open, stock
building outer openings not
protected, rodent droppings
underneath coffee counter (in
cabinet underneath hand
sink) and stock building has
rodent droppings on floor
near corners. Follow-up
required.

 
, 100

S. Lincoln Blvd., Hodgenville.
Food service 93, retail service
95; PIC expired, ice build-up in
freezers, freezer portion of
stand-up cooler in poor repair,
build-up on floors around
equipment, dust build-up on
wall near oven, some
miscellaneous items, floor in
stock near stand-up fridge
unclean, daylight visible at
back door and mouse trap
stored incorrectly (corrected
immediately). Follow-up food
service 97; PIC expired
(corrected).

 

, 29 Magnolia St.,
Upton. Follow-up food service
95; no PIC present (corrected).

 
, 701 S. Lincoln

Blvd., Hodgenville. Follow-up
food service 96; rodent
droppings in stock area
(corrected).

ELEVATED NUTRITION

PAPA JOHN’S PIZZA

CIRCLE K

THE SWEET SHOPPE

PLAY CARE ACADEMY
UPTON

FAST N FUEL

, 8755
New Jackson Hwy., Magnolia.
Follow-up food service 95;
sewage not properly disposed
(not corrected). Follow-up
required.

 
, 415 N.

Lincoln Blvd., Hodgenville.
Food service 98; dumpster lids
open, mop sink blocked,
debris on floor in stock room
and debris on floor in walk-in
cooler.

 
, 100

Rose St., Upton. Food service
99; some spillage in back stock
cooler and freezer and some
shelving dusty.

 
, 118 N.

Lincoln Blvd., Hodgenville.
Food service 100; no noted
violations.

 
, 730

Tonieville Rd., Hodgenville.
Food service 100; no noted
violations.

 
, 101 Lincoln Dr.,

Hodgenville. Food service 99;
some build-up on hood vents,
some splatter on beverage
racks and interior of
microwave, some handles
need wiping down and
spillage under beverage
station.

DOLLAR GENERAL

WALGREENS

DOLLAR GENERAL

VIBE COFFEE

LITTLE LIGHTS

HARDEES

, 105 S. Walters
Ave., Hodgenville. Food
service 100; no noted
violations.

 
, 2869 Weldon

Loop Rd., Upton. Follow-up
food service 92, retail service
92; first tank backing up to top
of riser (not corrected), most
riser lids not secure (not
corrected) and wetland cells
need re-working by certified
septic installer (not corrected.
Follow-up food service 94,
retail service 96; first tank
backing up to top of riser
(corrected) and most riser lids
not secure (corrected).

 
, 2501

Greensburg Rd., Buffalo. Food
service 96; unclean dishes
from day before not
maintained, some surfaces
unclean, spillage in units,
men’s restroom missing paper
towels and miscellaneous
items throughout.

 The above list of food
inspections is provided by the
LaRue County Health Depart-
ment, in conjunction with the
Lincoln Trail District Health
Department, and is published
monthly in 

.

KRISTIN’S CAKES AND
CREATIONS

ROUTE 65

PIZZA ZONE

Note:

The LaRue County
Herald News

FOOD INSPECTIONS
The 4-H Written Communi-

cations Contest is a competi-
tion for youth ages 9-18 who
have a passion for writing.
Written pieces need to be
turned into the LaRue County
Extension Service by March 6.
For more information visit
larue.mgcafe.uky.edu/events/
written-communications.

Registration now open!
Open to LaRue County youth
ages 9-14. Forms are available
at LaRue County Extension
Service or online at
larue.mgcafe.uky.edu/events/
4-h-camp-2026. Adult and
Teen Leaders are also needed!
If you are interested in being
an adult or teen leader at
camp, call the Extension
Office at 270-358-3401.

WRITTEN
COMMUNICATIONS

4-H Camp – June 16-19,
2026

Scholarship applications
are due Wednesday, April 1.

LARUE COUNTY 4-H
SCHOLARSHIP

Applications can be picked up

at the LaRue County

SEECALENDAR/PAGE B4

4H CALENDAR OF EVENTS
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A lawsuit filed
by the

LaRue County Board of

Education is a
ttempting to

stop the cons
truction of a

Tractor Sup
ply in Hod-

genville.
Filed with the LaRue

CountyCircuit
CourtonDec.

30, the lawsu
it surrounds

a 6.82-acre tra
ct of land on

Eagle Lane in
Hodgenville,

which is locate
d off Lincoln

Parkway, dir
ectly across

from Hodgenville
Ele-

mentary Scho
ol and beside

the LaRue Co
unty Schools

bus garage. A
lthough the

land is owned
byTheEstate

of Carl Howel
l Jr., a portion

of the property
was deeded

to the school s
ystem in 1992

through a non-exclus
ive

ingress-egres
s easement.

The deed giv
es the board

“the right to an
unobstructed

use” of the ea
sement and

the ability to
“construct a

road across sa
id easement

area.”
Talk of a 21,930 s

q. ft.

Tractor Supply being

constructed on
the property

began in August of 20
25,

when Barge D
esign Solu-

tions presente
d a proposal

to the Land of Lincoln

Planning and Zoning

Commission.
The proposal

included an 18
-page site plan

that detailed
the property

layout and how proposed

structures, u
tilities, land-

scaping and o
ther features

would be situ
ated on it.

LCS Superintend
ent

Adryanne W
arren raised

questions abou
t theproposal

when it was fir
st presented,

including traffic
flowat school

drop-off and p
ick-up times,

HES student safet
y when

utilizing outdoor facili
ties

and potential p
arking issues.

No definitive a
nswers were

given at that
time, and no

further informa
tionhasbeen

released sinc
e.

Now, four mo
nths later,

the Board has
requested an

emergency injun
ction and

restraining or
der – which

would ultimately halt any

construction
or site work

until ruled on
by the court.

The lawsuitnam
es theBoard

as thePlaintiff a
ndTheEstate

of Carl Howe
ll Jr., by and

through its Co
-Executrices

Sharon A. How
ell and Cara

Page Howell, and
GBT

Realty Corpo
ration as the

Defendants.
As grounds,

Elizabeth-

town attorney
Shelt Lewis,

who is representi
ng the

Board in them
atter, asserts

that HES is landlocke
d

except for the e
asement, and

that theeaseme
ntconstitutes

the only mean
s of travel for

the school, incl
uding “access

for students, pa
rents, faculty,

staff, school b
uses, service

vehicles and
emergency

responders.”
He also con-

tends that th
e proposed

commercial use would

exceed the scope of
the

easement, con
flicting with

the Board’s e
xpress con-

tractual right to
unobstructed

use, and introduce su
bs-

tantially increased traffic,

including com
mercial and

heavy-vehicle t
raffic, through

thesoleaccess
point forHES.

“If [the] Defe
ndants are

permitted to proce
ed with

construction
, access

modification, o
r commercial

use of the eas
ement before

a judicial dete
rmination of

the parties’ righ
ts, theBoard

will suffer im
mediate and

irreparable inj
ury for which

there is no ade
quate remedy

at law, inclu
ding com-

promised student safet
y,

interferencewi
themergency

access, and
permanent

alteration of th
e sole ingress

and egress to
Hodgenville

Elementary Schoo
l,” the

court document states.

As additional
reasoning

for the need fo
r immediate

judicial inter
vention, the

lawsuit also st
ates that the

Boardbelieves
that sitework

and construct
ion related to

the proposed
commercial

developmentw
ill commence

as early as January 2026,

and that these planned

construction ac
tivitieswould

alter the phy
sical charac-

teristics of the
easement and

compromise s
ole access to

HESbefore the
matter could

SEE SCHOOL
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School Board su
es to

block Tractor Su
pply

BYVICTORIA
COX

EDITOR

Kayla’s Fill-Up
Station inHod

genville

was raided by
several law enforcement

agencies on W
ednesday, Jan

. 14.

BardstownPo
lice narcotics d

etective

Sgt. Michael Halblei
b has confirm

ed

that the agen
cy executed

a search

warrant at the
928 Old Elizab

ethtown

Road location Wednesday morning.

Halbleib said th
e investigation

isongoing

and no other info
rmation could be

shared. has

confirmed that
multipleagenci

esassisted

BPD with the raid,
including, but

not

limited to, the
Kentucky Stat

e Police’s

The LaRue Co
unty Herald N

ews

Drug Enforcement and Special

Investigation
s branch and the Hod-

genville Polic
e Department.

No further in
formation has been

released as of
press time.

will continue
to

follow the investigat
ion and provide

updates as th
ey are made available.

The LaRue

County Heral
d News

Police raid local
Hodgenvillebus

iness

BYVICTORIA
COX

EDITOR

Homecoming Q
ueen

Joslyn Hinto
n

was crowne
d

the 2026 La
Rue

County High

School
Basketball

Homecoming

Queen on

Friday, Janu
ary

16. Hinton i
s a

senior at LC
HS

and plans o
n

attending th
e

University o
f

Kentucky in
the

fall.
Photo by Cam

Lasley

LaRue County
may soon

have a new health facility
.

According to
an adver-

tisement,which
canbe found

onpageB4of t
oday’s edition,

the Lincoln Trail District

Health Department is

soliciting seale
d bids related

to the design
of the future

LaRue County Health

Center. Per t
he proposal

requirements, the proj
ect

aims to “modernize the

delivery of p
ublic health

services to better meet

communityhea
lthneedsand

ensure compliance with

current public
health, safety,

and accessibili
ty standards.”

The building will be

located at the corner of

RailsplitterRoa
d andLincoln

Drive inHodge
nville, across

from the LaRue County

Public Library. The

approximately
3,600 square

feet, single-story
publichealth

facility will fea
ture a lobby

withaseparate
breastfeeding

room;a registra
tionareawith

twoworkstatio
ns; a lab; four

exam rooms for clinical

services; a sta
ff breakroom

and a conferen
ce roomwith

storage. Space
for theLaRue

County Environmental

Service, includ
ing three staff

offices, an ent
ry space, two

offices and a w
orkspace, is

also required
.

The exterior d
esign plans

must include
entrances for

the clinical lob
by area, rear

clinical servic
es, the con-

ference area and for

Environmental
Services.The

labwill also req
uireacovered

drive-through
entrance.

Lincoln Trail
is making

the request for
bidsonbehalf

of the LaRue C
ounty Board

of Health, whi
ch purchased

the Lincoln D
rive property

SEEHEALTH
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Plans for newHealth

Center reveale
d

BYVICTORIA
COX

EDITOR
More than 50 ille

gal THC

vapes, a pound
ofmarijuana,

guns and cas
h were

found during a
recent

raid in Hodge
nville.

According
to a

statement by Hod-

genville Polic
e Chief

JamesRichards
on, the

agency exec
uted a

narcotics-rela
ted

searchwarran
t at 216

S. Greensburg
Street

in Hodgenville
at

approximately
1:05 p.m. on

Thursday, Jan
. 15. During

the search, of
ficers report

findingmore t
han 50 illegal

THC vapes, 1.4 pou
nds of

marijuana, thr
ee handguns,

two long guns and

approximately
$4,800 incash.

An investigatio
n led to the

arrest of , 35 of
CORY STARK

Hodgenville.H
ewascharged

with trafficking
inmarijuana

(first offense, le
ss than eight

ounces) and
cultivating

marijuana (sec
ond or more

offense, five
or

more plants). T
he

cultivating
marijuana
charge is a C

lass

C felony,

punishable
by

between five to
ten

years in priso
n.

Stark was

lodged in the

LaRue County

DetentionCent
erona$5,000

cash bond. H
e will appear

beforeLaRueC
ountyDistrict

Court Judge Teresa

McMahan-Miller on Jan. 21

for arraignment.

All individuals a
rrested

are presumed innocent

unlessandunti
l provenguilty

in a court of l
aw.

Note:

Search warran
t seizes THC

vapes,marijuana, guns

BYVICTORIA
COX

EDITOR

CoryStark

The first of m
any Town Hal

l meetings wil
l be held

on Thursday,
Jan. 22 at Hod

genville City H
all. A joint

venture betwe
en the LaRue

County and H
odgenville

governments, t
he7p.m.meet

ingwill introdu
ce residents

to the new pavement condition
rating system

.

Originally un
veiled by the LaRue

County Fisca
l

Court inApril 2
025, theLINCS

YNCprogram
establishes

a consistent an
d accurate eva

luation metho
d for local

roads. It does
so by evaluating

each roadway in a

specific geogra
phical region –

in this case, Ho
dgenville

and LaRue County – and evaluating each for five

different dam
age types: rav

eling, patchin
g, rutting,

potholes and
cracking. Sur

veyors evalua
ted based

on the severit
y and extent o

f each damag
e type and

then gave eac
h road an ove

rall score and
associated

color, with 10
0 (green) bei

ng in the bes
t condition

and 0 (red) b
eing in the wo

rst.

Results from the surveys w
ere then comp

iled into

an interactive we
bsite. The da

ta is available
to the

public and can
be used by offi

cials to create a
hierarchy

of areas presen
ting the highes

t need and a co
st-effective

plan of action
.

LaRueCounty
was the pilot lo

cation for the i
nitiative,

which was conduct
ed by the Linco

ln Trail Area

Development
District. The C

ity of Hodgenv
ille joined

the program
in August.

Now that local offic
ials have beco

me familiar w
ith

the system, the entities
will be hostin

g a series of

Town Hall meetings to demonstrate the program

to the public.
The first is for

residents of H
odgenville

and LaRue Co
unty’s first Magisterial distr

ict and will

be ledbyHodg
envilleMayor JimPhelps, LaRue

County

SEE TOWN/PAGEA2

TownHall meeting series

begins on Thurs
day

BYVICTORIA
COX

EDITOR
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Think Before
Your Drink:

This message paid for by the City of Hodgenville ABC REGULATORY FEE

One bad decision can cost a life.
Protect yourself, your loved ones and everyone
on the road by staying sober and focused behind
the wheel today, this week,
this month and all year.

Plan
Ahead
for a

Safe Ride
Home.
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