
 recent survey of roughly
1,700 physicists asked
them how to explain one

of the strangest facts in
science: the universe
looks finely tuned for
life. The numbers that
set the strength of
gravity, the expansion
rate of the universe, the
masses of particles and
the initial conditions at
the beginning all fall
within ranges so
narrow that a tiny
change would make
stable galaxies,
chemistry or life impossible.
One accepted figure for the
expansion rate is one part in 10
to the 90th power. Outside that
window the universe either
collapses or expands so fast
that stars never form.
Physicists call this fine-tuning.
The survey asked what they
think explains it.

The largest group, about
26%, said the constants are sim-
ply brute facts that need no fur-
ther explanation. Roughly 20%
pointed to a multiverse, the
idea that there are vast num-
bers of universes and we hap-
pen to live in one of the rare
ones that permits life. About 16
to 19% said there must be some
deeper principle that forces the
numbers to be what they are.
Only about 9% chose an intelli-
gent designer. A smaller num-
ber preferred some kind of cos-
mic Darwinism in which uni-
verses somehow reproduce.
The popular narrative says sci-
entists must choose between a
designer and a multiverse. The
survey shows that most physi-
cists choose neither. They sim-
ply say there is nothing to
explain.

Paul described this pattern
long ago. “For the wrath of God
is revealed from heaven against
all ungodliness and wickedness

of those who by their wicked-
ness suppress the truth. For
what can be known about God
is plain to them, because God

has shown it to them.
Ever since the creation
of the world his eternal
power and divine
nature, invisible though
they are, have been
understood and seen
through the things he
has made. So they are
without excuse”
(Romans 1:18-20). The
evidence is not hidden.
It is written into the fab-

ric of what has been made. Yet
many who study that fabric
most carefully conclude that it
cannot point to God. They sup-
press the plain implication and
call the fine-tuning a brute fact.

Philosopher of science
Stephen Meyer argues that this
response misses the force of
the evidence. In his book
“Return of the God Hypothe-
sis” he presents three discover-
ies that, taken together, point
beyond pure chance or pure
matter. First, the universe had
a beginning. Observations of
distant galaxies and the mathe-
matics of general relativity indi-
cate that space, time, matter
and energy came into existence
a finite time ago. A beginning
requires a cause that is not
itself part of the material uni-
verse. Second, from the begin-
ning the universe has been
finely tuned. Meyer notes that
when we find systems in ordi-
nary experience that must be
set within narrow ranges to
work, a recipe, an engine, a
piece of software, we uniformly
attribute them to a mind. Third,
since the beginning, large
amounts of functional informa-
tion have appeared in living
cells. DNA carries digital code
that builds proteins. That kind
of specified information, Meyer

argues, is the product of mind,
not of undirected chemistry.

“For though they knew God,
they did not honor him as God
or give thanks to him, but they
became futile in their thinking,
and their senseless minds were
darkened” (Romans 1:21).
Meyer notes that for more than
a century many scientists have
operated under a rule called
methodological naturalism: sci-
ence is limited to materialistic
explanations only. Harvard
biologist Richard Lewontin
once said the commitment to
materialism is absolute; a
divine foot cannot be allowed in
the door. Under that rule,
design is ruled out before the
evidence is weighed. Yet, the
evidence for a designer has not
grown weaker with time. It has
grown stronger. The question
remains open: when every
other finely tuned system we
know is the work of a mind,
why treat the universe differ-
ently?

What do you make of the
fact that most physicists in the
survey treat fine-tuning as a
brute fact rather than some-
thing that needs an explana-
tion? Does Romans 1:18-21
describe a pattern you still see
when brilliant people face evi-
dence that points to God?
Where do you see the differ-
ence between following the evi-
dence and a prior commitment
that forbids certain answers?

The heavens do indeed
declare the glory of God
(Psalm 19:1). The same Lord
who spoke the universe into
being, set its constants and
wrote the code of life is the one
who invites us to know him.
When we look carefully at what
he has made, and refuse to sup-
press the truth, his name is
lifted high.

 
Al Earley is the pastor of La

Grange Presbyterian Church.
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 few years ago, my beloved
was asked to preach the
annual sermon at the

Kentucky Baptist Convention’s
annual meeting. (He’s from Big
Creek of Pike County.
Neither of us saw that
coming.)

He would have the
privilege of sharing a ser-
mon with his preacher
friends and peers from
all over the state.

For the occasion, my
beloved did two things.
He prayed for the Lord
to give him the exact
words to speak, and he
bought a new pair of pants.

The perfect slacks were cho-
sen at a nice clothing store out
of our area. While they weren’t
extravagant, they were the
nicest britches that Big Creek
boy had ever owned.

A short time later, we made
our way to the annual meeting
in Louisville. He was ready with
the Word; I was excited that he
would be sharing the Word.

In the hotel room the morn-
ing of, I did what I’ve done for
decades. I got the ironing board
out and plugged in the iron to
get his preachin’ clothes ready.
I ironed his shirt with great
care. Then, it was time to press
the fancy pants.

When the iron hit the fabric,
it stuck. And sizzled. The heat of
the iron scorched the dress
pants, leaving a huge mark on
the leg. They were ruined. “I’m
sooo sorry!” I gasped.

All the points go to my
beloved. He calmly said, “I’ll just
wear the ones I wore yester-
day.” And he did.

A hot iron on poly blend pants
can leave a huge mark. Hurtful,
critical words can leave a huge
mark, too.

Followers of Christ need to be
careful with what comes out of
our mouths. Proverbs 12:18
shares insight: “Reckless words
pierce like a sword …” Yikes!

In the Bible we find
many examples of peo-
ple who scorched with
their words: Pharaoh,
Jezebel, Nabal, the Phar-
isees. Jesus did not.
When He saw outcasts,
lepers, the demon pos-
sessed, people caught in
sin, the sick, lame, and
blind He saw their worth
and potential. He spoke
with kindness and com-

passion.
Galatians 6:10 encourages us

to do good to all people when
we have the opportunity. I’m
gonna say, let us speak good to
all people when we have the
opportunity. Even in an election
year.

Ephesians 4:29 reminds us,
“Do not let any unwholesome
talk come out of your mouths,
but only what is helpful for
building others up ...” Unwhole-
some talk is not just four-letter
words, but words that tear peo-
ple down.

Psalm 19:14 shares, “Let the
words of my mouth and the
thoughts of my heart be pleas-
ing in Your eyes, O Lord …”
(NLV). Yes, please!

I saw a powerful quote
recently but can’t cite the
source: “Be the one who leaves
people feeling lighter, safer, and
more seen. Who speaks with
kindness, makes others feel val-
ued, and reminds them of their
worth. Be the kind of person
people feel better for having
met.”

Our words can be sweet as
honey or they can burn a blister,
leaving a permanent mark.

Leaving a mark
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The screams of joy echoed from the
midway rides and the smell of sweet
carnival food lingered in the air on
Monday as they Nelson County Fair
is open for the week.
For decades, theNelsonCounty Fair

has welcomed the young, the old and
everyone in between to the week of
rides, rodeos, pageants andmore. This
year, the fair will run July 14-19, with
the midway opening at 6 p.m. each
day.
For day one of the fair,manymingled

through the rides and game booths—
running around with comically
large prizes and sticky sweet food.Many
teens came to be with a group of their

KATELYNNORRIS/The Kentucky StandardThe Nelson County Fair opened on Monday for a week full of rides, rodeos and pageants. At the start of theweek young adults flocked to themidway as they had screams of terror and joy from themultitude of rides.

NelsonCountyFair opens

SEE NELSON/PAGEA6
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KATELYNNORRIS/The Kentucky Standard
Two girls took a spin on the Orbiter at the Nelson County Fair onMondayas the midway opened to dozens eager to ride, play and eat their heartsout.

The hidden treasure troves that are
Bardstown gardens were on display
Saturday during the Blooming
Bardstown Garden Tour.
After abriefhiatus last year, theannual

BloomingBardstownGarden Tour had
ninehomeson its route this July.Dozens
of community members ventured into
stunning backyard gardens, carefully
tailored lawns and bursting foliage as
each stop offered a new gem of the
talent and work of the homeowners’
passion for flora.
The sun was hot, but the gardens

of Bardstown were a private oasis for
all who visited. Cars parked along
roadways, in drives and on curbs as
they navigated across the city to find

the nine stops along the tour.
Margaret Mary Ballard was The

Kentucky Standard’s first stop on the
tour Saturday as the home, located on
East Stephen Foster Avenue, was

decorated with colorful flowers along
in her entryway and in the boxes on
her windows.

SEE BLOOMING/PAGEA6

Blooming BardstownTour finds
hidden gems across the county
Local gardeners
showcase their
hard work
BYKATELYNNORRIS

KNORRIS@KYSTANDARD.COM

KATELYNNORRIS/The Kentucky Standard
The Blooming Bardstown Garden Tour showcased nine unique gardensacross the city on Saturday, including the home ofMargaret Mary Ballardas pictured here.

Preservation Distillery
continues to carve its place
inbourbonhistorywith recent
recognition from the edu-
cational center Whiskey
University.
On Friday, local distiller

Preservationwas honored by

North American-based
education organization
Whiskey University as the
one of the top distillery and
tourist locations in theUnited
States. Whiskey University
had hosted its annual alumni
reunion at the distillery and
toured the location. It was

SEE HONORED/PAGEA6

KATELYNNORRIS/The Kentucky Standard
Kyle Lloyd (center), General Manager of Preservation
Distillery, accepts the award from Whiskey University
last Friday that recognized the distillery as one of the
top locations in the U.S.

Preservation
honored by

WhiskeyUniversity
BYKATELYNNORRIS
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The spring floods had the
Rolling Fork River levels way
too high for New Haven’s
RiverDays, which is typically
in June.
But rather than cancelling

the day-long river float,

organizers pushed the date
back to July this year, with
Saturday being the big day.
Phil Johnson, who helps

organize the event, said the
number of boats for this year
was down some from the 70
they had last year. Part of

SEEWATER/PAGEA7

PETERW. ZUBATY/The Kentucky Standard
The water levels were just right for Saturday's New
Haven River Days, the annual river float that also
serves as a fundraiser for the city.

Water levels 'perfect'
for Saturday's New
Haven River Days

BYPETERW.ZUBATY
PZUBATY@KYSTANDARD.COM

For the third straight year,
Bardstown played host for
the annual “In Harmony –
The Commonwealth Tour of
the Louisville Orchestra,”
treating Sunday’s audience

at the J. Dan Talbott
Amphitheatre for evening of
classic and contemporary
symphony music.
Sunday’s concert was the

final stop on the annual tour,
which brings the Louisville

SEE LOUISVILLE/PAGEA3

Louisville Orchestra's 'In
Harmony' tour wraps up
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Bardstown Farmers’ Market is relocating to

Nelson County Civic Center
at 321 South 3rd Street in Bardstown

All your favorite vendors plus some new ones!

November 14th
8AM until noon

Lem’s Cafe with concessions and Nelson County Homemakers
indoor yard sale in adjoining building

November 21st
9AM until noon

Lem’s Cafe with concessions

December 4th
9AM until noon

Collecting items for Bethany Haven

January 16th 9AM until noon

February 13th 9AM until noon

March 13th 9AM until noon

Seasons Are ChangingSeasons Are Changing
and So Is Our Location!and So Is Our Location!

Follow our Facebook Page for Information on
Events and Special Guests at the Indoor Market
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