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TWINS
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successful obtained their
intermediate drivers

licenses in Frankfort. Later
that afternoon, they arrived
at the Bardstown-Nelson
County Airport to complete
their first solo flights.

“There’s a lot of adre-
naline coursing through my
veins right now,” Elise said
moments after her solo
flight. “But yeah, it’s very
exhilarating. It’s kind of just
a rush up there, but it came
naturally because I'm really
good.”

The path to their solo
flights began in April during
their spring break. Elise
said she saw one Tiktok
about aviation and being a
pilot — it instantly hooked
her. Over the remainder of
her break, she began to
research, not knowing what
she needed to be discover-
ing.

When she brought the
idea to her family, there was
excitement and hesitation.
Jacob also wanted to try his
hand at flight. Their next
steps became figuring out
how they would begin
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Young Jacob and Elise Wolford predicted their own
futures posing in pilot hats and saluting the camera. On
their 16th birthday, they both completed their first solo

flight.

learning and taking lessons.
Their grandfather, Rodney
Wolford, was more than
happy to fund their educa-
tion.

Elise and Jacob are the
third generation of their
family to take flight, after
their grandfather and their
dad, Jason Wolford.

“I feel really proud,” Rod-
ney said. “(I'm) just proud
that they’ve taken to it. I
think the pilot training gives
an individual certain
attributes that they always
carry through life. They've
got requirements that they

have to meet, regulations
they have to comply to, and
safety procedures. All of that
will make them even better
drivers. I'm very pleased
that we’re at this point in
time. ... They've gained the
skills and so they’re ready.”
Their mother Lynn Wol-
ford said Elise is determined
and knows she wants to
pursue being a pilot in her
future. She said Jacob isn’t
sure what he wants to do in
his future, but is enjoying
getting to figure it out.
Lynn laughed, adding
both of her kids are proba-
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Twins Jacob and Elise Wolford are becoming third-
generation pilots after their father and paternal
grandfather. The two pose with them prior to their first
solo flight on their 16th birthday last Wednesday.
Pictured from left, Elise Wolford, Jason Wolford, Jacob
Wolford and Rodney Wolford.

bly better at flying than they
are driving at this point.
She said the twins’ next
goal is to keep accumulating
hours in the sky and work
toward getting their private
pilot licenses. Lynn said 17
is the youngest age you can
get a PPL, so Jacob and
Elise have a whole year to
work toward their goals.
Jacob said he wanted to
be a pilot when he was
younger, the dream coming
full circle as he took his first

solo flight Wednesday
afternoon. Jacob watched
patiently from the sidelines
as Elise took her solo flight
first, eager to get in the
plane and begin. He said he
was feeling excited and
nervous as he waited for his
time to fly.

“It’s like either you land
or you crash,” he said. “But
I think I'll land.”

Elise was the epitome of
confidence on her solo
flight, executing three

touch-and-gos at the airport.
She watched from the
ground by a group of friends
and family, with phones
ready to capture every
moment of her first solo
flight.

She was greeted with a
chorus of cheers when she
stepped out of the plane
after her flight. With adre-
naline in her veins, she said
she was “Zen” when she
was up in the clouds, using
her skills (and best pilot’s
voice on the radio) to com-
plete her first solo flight.

Elise said she was ready
to see her brother fly stating
she pulled him into it and
they have a sibling rivalry.
She already knows all of her
next steps and is looking to
her future with a level of
confidence to match her
ambitions.

“It feels good to be the
one that had the idea to
carry that legacy on,” she
said. “... This is a male-
dominated field. I'm an
independent woman. ... If
you have a dream on some-
thing and like you just want
to do something, then you
should probably just take
the initiative and do it
because I didn’t think I'd be
doing this this year.”
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Julian Rogers prepares porkchops on Thursday
during the kickoff for three days of events for the
32nd annual Buttermilk Days Festival on South Third

Street.

“KATELYN NORRIS/The
Hundreds of community members and out-of-
towners came to the first night of the beloved
Buttermilk Days on Thursday as they served up
homemade moonshine and wine alongside a wide

array of wild meats.
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Rogers said it gives him
a sense of pride to cook for
his community and give
back in his own way. He
said getting to take over
breakfast has been a
blessing, as he loves
cooking and getting to see
the smiles his food creates.

“It puts a smile on my
face every single time,” he
said. “Watching people try
different stuff that they
usually don’t eat on an
everyday basis ... and
seeing how (they) like it or
not. It’s always a different
thing to do, and people get
surprised every single
time.”

FOOD
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ABOUT FEEDING
AMERICA, KENTUCKY’S
HEARTLAND

Feeding America, Ken-
tucky’s Heartland gathers
and distributes food in 42
Kentucky counties to feed
our neighbors through
local community partner-
ships. Since our establish-
ment in 1982, we have dis-
tributed more than 377
million pounds of food and
grocery items throughout
central, south central, and
western Kentucky — which
equates to approximately
314 million meals. Our
vision is to provide equi-
table access to nutritious
food, so no one will go
hungry and FAKH strives
every day to make that
vision a reality. For more
information, visit
www.feedingamericaky.
org or find us on Facebook.
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The 32nd Buttermilk
Days continued on Friday
with vendors and music
from Big Black Cadillac
that evening.

On Saturday, the But-
termilk Breakfast kicks off
the day from 7 a.m. to 10
a.m. with home-cooked
biscuits, gravy, sausage,
eggs and more. In the
afternoon, vendors and
food trucks will line the
streets of South Third as
families and friends gather
under tents and in lawn
chairs.

Music on Saturday will
be provided by Hear by
Design, DLV Revue, DJ
Frankie Boy and DJ G-
Money with radio person-
ality Q serving as host.

SOCCER
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Thomas Sidebottom, BES
Director of Youth Sports and
Activities, said they were
blown away by demand. He
said they want to program to
serve students that have no
experience with soccer.
Additionally, they want
PITCH to reach students
and families who may have a
financial or transportation
barrier for other options.

“There’s not just soccer,
but there’s life lessons that
go along with the whole
program,” Sidebottom said.
“That’s their whole mantra of
what they are about. Once
the idea was initially pitched
to us, it was like this is a no-
brainer. We're going to do
it.”

The program is broken up
into two sections: On the
PITCH and Off the PITCH.
On the PITCH is centered
around soccer and physical
activity. Off the PITCH is
focused on their value
model, with each day of the
session highlighting on
aspect of PITCH. PITCH
stands for personal account-
ability, intellectually
engaged, trust, commitment
and humility.

Adam Boren, Program
Manager, said they aim to
foster personal growth in
youth people on and off the
field. Their approach goes
beyond a focus on athletic
performance and aims to
contribute positively to the
overall development of a
student.

“Through proven pro-
cesses, an evolving curricu-
lum, and aligned culture, we
are committed to creating
safe, value-driven environ-
ments that encourage young
people to strive for their
dreams,” he said.

Sidebottom, a lifelong
soccer player and former
Tiger standout, is happy to
bring the sports he loves to
his students. He said his role
at BES is to find a group,
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sport or extracurricular for
every kid. For Sidebottom,
this is one more opportunity
to find kids who aren’t cur-
rently involved in any activi-
ties.

He said PITCH is a free
afterschool program. It’s
right on BES campus with
hands-on skills and an entry-
level understanding of soccer
and in life.

“KENTUCKY'S LARGEST
FRESH MEAT DISPLAY!

FRESH MEAT CUT RIGHT

IN OUR STORE!
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“I've said since I was in
school that I wanted to come
back and be in this place,” he
said. “Now I get to come
back and be in this place and
give an opportunity with one
of my biggest passions in life
with the next group of kids.

.. If we find one kid that falls
in love with the game and
takes it and carries them on
through life, then I've done

my job. If we can just if we
can just find that one kid,
then that’s all that we can ask
for out of this.”

Looking ahead, Sidebot-
tom said they are still work-
ing out the logistics of the
program and when it will
begin for the selected stu-
dents. Currently, the pro-
gram is set to begin in mid-
September.
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BUTGHER SHOP

- www.boonesbutchershop.com

MEAT

FOR ONE LOW PRICE!

3 LBS. RIB EYE STEAKS

3 TO 4 LB. COOKED HAM

5 LBS. BONELESS CHICKEN BREASTS
4 LBS. HAMBURGER PATTIES

4 LBS. PORK TENDERLOIN

4 LBS. GROUND BEEF
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Sale good through Saturday, SEPT. 5, 2026 WHILE SUPPLIES LAST!

MONDAY-FRIDAY 8AM-6PM - SATURDAY 7AM-3PM
100 OLD BLOOMFIELD PIKE - BARDSTOWN

502-348-3668 - www.boonesbutchershop.com
WE ACCEPT CASH, CHECKS, MAJOR CREDIT CARDS & EBT




