
vision to continue strengthening Ken-
tucky Soy’s leadership in the state and
at the national level,” said Fred Sipes,
chairman of the Kentucky Soybean
Promotion Board. “Niki brings that
combination. She understands agri-
culture, has experience working with
producer-led boards and brings a
strong record of leadership and col-
laboration. We are excited about what
she will bring to Kentucky Soy while
building on the strong foundation
already in place.”

Ellis currently serves as chief exec-
utive officer of the Kentucky Pork
Producers Association, where she
oversees strategy, governance,
finance, communications, advocacy
and operations.

Her experience includes represent-
ing Kentucky agriculture before the
Kentucky General Assembly,
Congress and federal agencies; guid-
ing board strategy and producer-
funded investments; and building
partnerships among commodity orga-
nizations, universities, agribusinesses
and government agencies.

A fourth-generation Kentucky
farmer, Ellis has spent her career
working with producer-led agricultural
organizations. Before joining the

Kentucky Pork Producers Association,
she served as director of education for
the Kentucky Cattlemen’s Association.

She also has held leadership roles at
the national and regional levels,
including founding the Southeastern
Pork Alliance, a six-state collaboration
designed to strengthen organizational
capacity while maintaining each state
organization’s autonomy.

“I am honored by the opportunity to
serve Kentucky soybean farmers and
work alongside the farmer leaders and
staff who have built such a strong
organization,” Ellis said. “Agriculture
has always been more than a career
for me; it is something I care deeply
about. I am excited to build on the
strong foundation of the soybean
checkoff and continue putting farmers’
investments to work in meaningful
ways.

“I look forward to listening, learning
and serving while working alongside
our farmer leaders to create measur-
able value through research, market
development, education and partner-
ships that strengthen demand and
improve opportunities for Kentucky
farm families. Together, we will ensure
every checkoff dollar is focused on
moving Kentucky soybeans and Ken-
tucky agriculture forward.”

Ellis earned a Bachelor of Science
degree in career and technical educa-
tion from the University of Kentucky.
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time we could reasonably
assemble a quorum in
order to meet the manda-
tory advertising and
adoption requirements
and take action to keep
the district’s tax-rate pro-
cess on schedule with the
county courthouse.”

All five members of the
board attended the meet-
ing.

The board discussed
the tax rate options, and
later voted unanimously
to approve a 4% increase,
setting the tax rate at 56.6
cents per $100 of value on
real estate and tangible

property.
Director of Finance

Brandi Burnett presented
the tax rates and con-
siderations for the board
at the August work ses-
sion. Even then, they
concurred that the 4%
increase was the best
option. Burnett explained
that last year’s rate was
57.0.

Burnett explained the
math behind the numbers
stating, “The assessments
increased by 6.24%,
allowing rates to decrease
slightly.”

The proposed tax rates
are expected to increase
the revenue stream by
$237,895. However, this is
not “extra money” but
funds already in the bud-

get. The board voted on
the budget based upon a
4% increase back in May.
That $27 million budget
included a curriculum
allocation, the SBDM
allocations the board set
in April, the salary sched-
ule, and operating bud-
gets for transportation
and maintenance.

“If we adopt the 4%
increase, we can adopt the
higher amount of revenue
and still lower the rate by
0.4 (cents) from the prior
year,” Burnett highlighted
in her August presenta-
tion.

The new rates will be
effective after the second
reading scheduled for
later this month.
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A coalition of groups
advocating for the envi-
ronment, renewable
energy and consumers
had called on the regula-
tor in June to launch such

an affordability investiga-
tion that would include
examining the potential
costs of fossil fuels and
data centers.

The regulator plans to
host a “technical confer-
ence” next year examin-
ing the issues brought to
light in the investigation.
The regulator is asking

utilities and other inter-
ested groups to submit
initial comments in the
investigation by the end of
September.

Kentuckians can sub-
mit a public comment in
the case by searching for
the specific case number
for the investigation,
which is 2026-00185.
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WASHINGTON —
Employers posted slightly 
more job openings in July
but the American labor
market remained sturdy in
the face of higher costs
that are squeezing house-
hold budgets.

U.S. job openings ticked
up to 7.27 million in July
from a revised 7.18 million
in June, the Labor Depart-
ment reported Tuesday.

The department's Job
Openings and Labor
Turnover Survey (JOLTS)

also showed that layoffs
fell. But so did the number
of people quitting their
jobs — a sign of confi-
dence in their prospects.
The report showed that
gross hiring — before
subtracting those who lost
or quit their jobs — dipped
to 5.1 million in July from
5.3 million in June.

The American job mar-
ket is hardly booming, but
it is ambling along despite
an energy shock caused by
the fighting with Iran that
has squeezed family bud-
gets.

So far this year, U.S.

employers — companies,
nonprofits and government
agencies — added an
average of 61,000 net jobs a
month. The figure —
which was dragged down
by job losses in February
and July — is unimpres-
sive. But it's an improve-
ment on 2025 when job
growth came in below
10,000 a month — weakest
hiring outside a recession
since 2002 — as the lin-
gering effect of high inter-
est rates and uncertainty
caused by Trump's tariffs
discouraged firms from
hiring.

U.S. job openings rise to 7.3

million as labor market sturdy
BY PAUL WISEMAN
AP ECONOMICS WRITER
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BAPTIST

BLACKFORD MISSIONARY BAPTIST
Morgan Ave, Blackford, KY

CORINTH MISSIONARY BAPTIST
430 Corinth Church Rd, Providence, KY
DIAMOND MISSIONARY BAPTIST
4691 St Rt. 109, Providence, KY
DIXON GENERAL BAPTIST

63 State Route 132 E., Dixon 639-9335
FIRST BAPTIST

611 N. Main St., Clay 664-2414
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF DIXON

Hwy. 41-A South, Dixon 42409
FIRST BAPTIST

214 S. Broadway St., Providence 667-2212
FIRST BAPTIST

12100 Kentucky 132, Sebree 835-7811
FIRST GENERAL BAPTIST

8949 Kentucky 132, Clay 664-2203
GENERAL BAPTIST

309 West Main St., Providence 667-5881
GRACE BAPTIST

131 Grove St., Clay 664-6347
GREEN GROVE BAPTIST
33 Green Rd, Providence

GUM GROVE GENERAL BAPTIST
560 Martin Luther King Blvd.

Providence 875-3091
HARMONY BAPTIST

Highway 630, Dixon 639-9437
LAKEVIEW BAPTIST

257 Lakeview Drive, Dixon
LITTLE ZION GENERAL BAPTIST

2618 St. Rt. 983 Dixon
MOUNT LEBANON GENERAL BAPTIST

5888 State Route 132 E Sebree, KY
MT. GILEAD GENERAL BAPTIST

2777 Mount Gilead-Mount Pleasant Rd.,
Slaughters 884-7060

NEW CEDAR GROVE GENERAL BAPTIST
3166 New Cedar Grove Church Rd

Morganfield, KY 42437
NEW HARMONY BAPTIST CHURCH

Rock Spring Hill, Wheatcroft, KY

NEW HOPEWELL BAPTIST
3000 New Hopewell Rd., Clay 635-2900

PLEASANT VALLEY BAPTIST
1124 Pleasant Valley Rd., Providence, 667-7128

PLEASANT HILL BAPTIST
827 Westerfield Dr., Providence 667-7340

POOLE MISSIONARY BAPTIST
U.S. Hwy. 41 A. N., Poole 639-9165

PRIDE BAPTIST
7767 STATE ROUTE 758, Clay
SEBREE GENERAL BAPTIST

6944 State Route 56 E., Sebree 835-0901
SECOND BAPTIST

700 Langley Ave., Providence
SHADY GROVE GENERAL BAPTIST
U.S. Hwy. 41 A., Poole, 639-5576

SLAUGHTERS BAPTIST
20 Rail Lake Dr., Slaughters 884-7222

SLOVER BAPTIST
3164 U.S. Hwy. 41 A., Dixon

STAR HOPE GENERAL BAPTIST
4955 St. Rt. 120E, Dixon, KY
TILDEN GENERAL BAPTIST
1962 State Route 56W, Dixon

VICTORY BAPTIST
501 S. Broadway St., Providence 667-5188
WAGGONER GENERAL BAPTIST CHURCH
204 Waggoner-Chalybeate Rd., Clay, KY

WHITE OAK GENERAL BAPTIST
3020 St Rt 143 Clay, KY 42404

ZION BRICK BAPTIST
P.O. Box 116, Slaughters

THE WORD OF TRUTH FELLOWSHIP
BAPTIST CHURCH

Hwy 132 W Dixon, KY 270-639-6255

CATHOLIC
HOLY CROSS

730 US 41A North, Providence 383-4743
ST. MICHAELS’ CATHOLIC

57 Watkins Rd., Sebree 835-2584

CHRISTIAN
DOMINION CHRISTIAN CENTER

612 Madison St., Providence 667-7729

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
(Disciples of Christ)

601 Highway 41A South Providence
LIVING FAITH CHRISTIAN CHURCH
State Route 493, Clay 270-249-3837

NEW COVENANT CHRISTIAN CENTER
110 East Main St, Providence, KY

270-635-0614
SEBREE CHRISTIAN CHURCH

“Disciples of Christ”
76 Highway 370, Sebree

SLAUGHTERS CHRISTIAN CHURCH
135 2nd Street, Slaughters

CHURCH OF CHRIST
CHURCH OF CHRIST

P.O. BOX 55, Poole 639-5541
CHURCH OF CHRIST

2500 Liberty Rd., Providence 667-2852
CHURCH OF CHRIST

N. College & Webster St., Sebree 667-2219
FAIRVIEW CHURCH OF CHRIST
1693 US Highway 41A South, Dixon

METHODIST
CHURCH OF GOD OF PROPHECY
Montgomery Ave, Wheatcroft, KY
FIRST UNITED METHODIST

201 Cedar St., Providence, 270-667-5435
MT. PLEASANT UNITED METHODIST
6222 St. Rt. 138 W, Slaughters, KY 42456

ONTON METHODIST
15 Wrightsburg Rd., Sebree 884-7143

SEBREE UNITED METHODIST
12180 Kentucky 132, Sebree 835-2293

WEBB MEMORIAL UNITED METHODIST
370 State Route 109 N., Clay 664-2411

NON-DENOMINATIONAL
CHURCH OF GOD OF PROPHECY

510 Leeper Lane, Providence 836-9625
SLAUGHTERS COMMUNITY CHURCH

34 Church Street, Slaughters
270-884-3328

PENTECOSTAL
CALVARY PENTECOSTAL

146 E. Washington St., Sebree 835-9000

OTHER
CHRIST TEMPLE CHURCH

801 St. Bernard Street, Providence
Community Fellowship

81 L&N Railroad St., Clay, KY
CHRISTIAN WORSHIP CENTER

630 U.S. Highway 41A S., Providence
667-2888

FATHER’S HOUSE MINISTRIES
106 N. Broadway, Providence 667-9914

GRACE OUTREACH
2201 Westerfield Dr. #D, Providence

667-5434
HOUSE OF PRAYER

831 Madison St., Providence 270-667-5580
IGLESIA PALABRA DE FE

7121 State Route 56 E., Sebree 835-0033
INTEGRITY MINISTRIES

807 North Broadway, Providence
PENTACOSTAL PRAYER CHAPEL

2401 Old Madisonville Rd., Providence
LIBERTY PRAISE CHAPEL

401 US Hwy 41S, Providence, 667-2300
ROCKSTILE CREEK CHURCH

508 US Hwy 41A North, Providence
LISMAN CUMBERLAND PRESBYTERIAN

2085 St Rt. 270W, Clay, KY
MARABLE TEMPLE

CHURCH OF GOD IN CHRIST
139 State St., Providence 667-5784

SHIP OF ZION CHURCH
Hwy. 4A South, Dixon

SIMPSON CHAPEL CUMBERLAND
PRESBYTERIAN

310 North Finley Ave., Providence
VICTORY WORSHIP CENTER

80 State Route 1340, Dixon 639-7882
WHEATCROFT CUMBERLAND

PRESBYTERIAN
Hamlick Ave., Wheatcroft 270-213-0022
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