S8A Thursday, April 2, 2026

theinteriorjournal.com

THE INTERIOR JOURNAL

Senate votes 38-0 to criminalize child grooming behavior

By Tom Latek
Kentucky Today

FRANKFORT -
Legislation that would
establish the offense of
grooming a minor for
sexual activity or other
prohibited behavior
passed the Kentucky
Senate by a unanimous
vote on Thursday.

Under House Bill 4,
sponsored by Rep.
Marianne Proctor, R-
Union, if someone is 18
or older and engages in
grooming behavior

directed at a minor who
is less than 14 years old;
or being a person in a
position of authority or
position of special trust,
as those terms are
defined in existing state
law, he or she engages
in grooming behavior
directed at a minor who
is under eighteen, they
would violate the pro-
posed law.

The first provision
would be a Class A
Misdemeanor,
punishable by up to a
year in jail, unless the

minor is
under
12, when
it would
qualify
as a Class
D felony,
with a
potential
penalty
of one to
five years behind bars,
if convicted.

The second provi-
sion, involving some-
one in a position of
authority or special
trust, grooming of

)

Sen. Lindsey
Tichenor, R-
Smithfield

anyone under 18 would
be a Class D Felony,
unless the victim is
under 12 which would
be a Class C Felony,
which carries a five to
ten year prison sen-
tence.

HB 4 was presented
on the Senate floor by
Sen. Lindsey Tichenor,
R-Smithfield. She told
her colleagues, “This
legislation recognizes
grooming for what it is:
a calculated, manipu-
lative and deceptive
process, in which a

predator intentionally
builds a relationship
with a vulnerable child,
in order to gain trust,
access, and ultimately
exploit and abuse the
victim.”

She noted that
grooming is not harm-
less and often leaves
negative lasting harm in
a victim’s life. “HB 4
will strengthen our
ability to intervene
earlier, hold offenders
accountable and better
safeguard our children,
their families and our

community.”

Tichenor summed up
her remarks by saying,
“This bill draws a firm
line, strengthens
accountability  and
sendsd an unmistakable
message to those who
prey on children: They
will face serious con-
sequences under Ken-
tucky law.”

The bill was approved
38-0 and now returns to
the House for their
members to consider
changes made in the
Senate.

Ky. Senate approves cameras on school bus stop arms

By Tom Latek
Kentucky Today

FRANKFORT - The
Kentucky Senate has
given approval to leg-
islation that would allow
the use of cameras on
school bus stop arms, to
catch those drivers who
pass a bus with its red
lights on while picking
up or dropping off stu-
dents.

House Bill 7 was
presented by Sen. Greg
Elkins, R-Winchester.
He stated, “Ad we all
know, a lot of times the
most dangerous point of
a child’a dy is when it
lets go of its mother’s
hand and climbs aboard
the school bus.”

He explained why the
bill is needed. “Data
shows we have almost

1,300 school bus safety
violations each day. It’s
an incredible number.”
Under HB 7, the
cameras would only
activate when the stop
arm is deployed.
“When a stop arm
camera detects a vio-
lation,” Elkins told his
colleagues, “the violator
would be sent a letter,
a picture of the violation
included, informed of
the fine and told they
have the option to
appeal to district court.”
The penalty is $300 for
the first violation and
$500 for eacg subse-
quent violation over a
three-year period. If the
fine is not contested or
paid within 60 days, the
Kentucky
Transportation
Cabinet could suspend

the vehicle’s registra-
tion.

The fines collected
would go to the schools,
which in turn would
help them pay off what
the expense of these
cameras would be to
install, which is thou-
sands of dollars for each
bus.”

The bill also stipulates
that recorded images
related to a violation are
considered private and
would be accessible only
by authorized person-
nel. They would also be
erased after 30 days,
unless the violation is
contested.

The bill passed on a
37-1 vote, and now goes
back to the House for
members there to con-
sider whether or not to
agree to Senate changes.
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Bill targets drivers who illegally pass stopped school buses.
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pose of the sale is to satisfy the
Judgements of the Lincoln Cir-
cuit Court in the amounts here-
inafter set forth, together with
interest, advances for the pro-
tection of the property, costs and
attorney fees as authorized and
provided in said Judgements.

The hereinafter described real
properties will be sold and con-

veyed on the following terms
and conditions:

1. Subject to valid and existing
easements, restrictions, reser-
vations, conditions, covenants,
and limitations apparent or of
record in the chain of title.

2. The purchaser shall either
pay the entire purchase price at
the time of sale; or if the sale is

made on credit, the purchaser
shall pay a minimum deposit of
10% of the purchase price with
the balance due in 30 days. If
the sale is made on credit, the
purchaser shall pay the required
deposit at the time of sale and
execute bond for the balance
due bearing interest at the rate
the Judgement bears from the

date of sale until paid, with
SURETY THEREON AND SAID
SURETY MUST BE PRESENT
AT THE SALE AND BE AP-
PROVED BY THE MASTER
COMMISSIONER and the bond
shall be secured by a lien upon
said property sold which shall
have the full force and effect of
a judgement.

3. The real properties shall be
sold free and clear of all liens, in-
debtedness, interest and claims
of the parties to the proceeding,
subject to any and all applicable
statutory rights of redemptions,
including and Right of Redemp-
tion granted to the United States
of America pursuant to 28 U.S.C
Sec. 2410.
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4. Delinquent ad valorem taxes
will be paid out of the proceeds
of sale. The purchaser will be re-
sponsible for payment of the
2026 ad valorem taxes. Posses-
sion of the real property will be
given to the purchaser with the
delivery of the deed of con-
veyance thereto.
SALE NO.1
SELECT PORTFOLIO SER-
VICNG, INC. V FRANK J. PAR-
NASS ET AL; CIVIL ACTION
NO 25-CI-00342; JUDGMENT
IN THE AMOUNT OF
$199,045.41; PLUS COURT
COST, INTEREST AND AT-
TORNEY FEES AND INTER-
EST AT THE RATE OF 6%;
BEING LOT #9-20 COUNTRY
MEADOWS SECTION 2 AS
SHOWN BY PLAT OF SALE AT
PLAT SLIDE B-6 AT 457
COUNTRY DRIVE HUS-
TONVILLE, KY; SEE DEED
BOOK 476 PAGE 427 PVA
PARCEL #009-04-07-001.00
SALE #2

BANK OF AMERICA N.A. V
JAMEA A. GOODE ET UX ET
AL; CIVIL ACTION NO 25-ClI-
00104; JUDGMENT IN THE
AMOUNT OF 28

,934.24 PLUS COST, ATTOR-
NEYS FEES AND INTEREST
AT THE RATE OF 8.75%;
BEING THE PROPERTY LO-
CATED AT 116 SPRING VAL-
LEY ROAD DANVILLE, KY;
BEING LOTS 67, 68 & 69 AS
SHOWN BY PLAT OF
RECORD PLAT FILE 73A &
73B IN THE OFFICE OF THE
LINCOLN COUNTY CLERK;
SEE DEED BOOK 306 PAGE
742 AND PVA MAP #14A-001-

02
SALE #3

LAKEVIEW LOAN SERVIC-
ING, LLC V NINA E. MILLER
HEIRS, DEVISEES, LEGA-
TEES ECT. ET AL; CIVIL AC-
TION NO. 25-CI-00331;
JUDGMENT IN THE SUM OF
$80, 383.80 PLUS COST AND
ATTORNEY FEES AND INTER-
EST AT THE RATE OF 5.125%;
BEING THE PROPERTY LO-
CATED AT 125 KY 3276 WAY-
NESBURG, KY 40489; SEE
DEED BOOK 396 PAGE 8 AND
PVA MAP #58A-003-01B BS
68A003-01A
SALE #4 (via Special Master

Commissioner)
BOBBIE SIMMONS vs JASON
MILLER, CIVIL ACTION NO.
24-CI1-00299; JUDGMENT
AMT: N/A — ACTION IN PAR-
TITION; PROPERTY AD-
DRESS/DESCRIPTION: 00
EPHESUS SCHOOL ROAD -
0.39 ACRES, MAP ID: 076-00-
06-007.01, DB 462, PAGE 470.
ROBERT R. BAKER MASTER
COMMISSIONER LINCON
CIRCUIT COURT
JOHNNY BOLTON
SPECIAL MASTER COMMIS-
SIONER LINCOLN CIRCUIT
COURT
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