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 PHOTO | KENTUCKY AUDITOR OF PUBLIC ACCOUNTS

State Auditor Allison Ball presents a recent review 
of executive branch spending to the House 
Appropriations and Revenue Committee on Feb. 10.
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Kentucky executive 
branch agencies 
spent more than $39 
million on advertising 
and communications 
and millions more on 
travel, conferences 
and contracted 
services in the 2025 
fiscal year, according 
to a report released 
by Allison Ball, 
Kentucky Auditor of 
Public Accounts, on 
Feb. 10.

Governor Andy 
Beshear disputed 
some of the findings 
a day after the report 

was released in a 
Team Kentucky 
update after a press 
member asked about 
the findings, likening 
it to a “political 
attack.”

The report lists 
$39,055,133.96 
in advertising 
expenditures and 
notes that every 
executive branch 
entity maintains 
some form of 
communications staff. 
Payments included 
$2,488,789.77 to 
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The Metcalfe County 
Fiscal Court held its 
regular meeting on 
Thursday, February 
12, with the following 
attendees: Judge/
Executive Larry 
Wilson, Magistrates 
Ronnie Miller, 
Daniel Bragg, Harvey 
Hawkins, and Kevin 
Crain, County Attorney 
Sharon Howard, and 
Treasurer/Fiscal Court 
Clerk Page Edwards.

Also in attendance 
were Financial Officer 
Connie Taylor, 
Occupational Tax/
ABC Admin. Lorrie 
Gilpin, Emergency 
Management Director 
Adam Bennett, Solid 
Waste Coordinator 
Kim Jandt, Road 
Supervisor Chris 
Compton, and Herald-
News editor PJ Martin.

Judge Wilson declared 
a quorum present, 
and the agenda was 
adopted following 

motions by Bragg and 
Crain.

The minutes from the 
January 22 meeting 
were approved after 
motions by Hawkins 
and Bragg. When 
Judge Wilson asked for 
any discussion, Miller 
said, “Yeah! On the 5th 
paragraph down on the 
fireworks celebration…

I’d like to rescind that 
motion.”

This was very unusual 
and caught most 
in attendance by 
surprise. Judge Wilson 
responded, “Why?”

Edwards explained, 
“The thing about it is 
they were needing to 
know because they 

have to pay upfront 
and get that scheduled. 
Well, do you mind 
if we ask why you 
changed your mind?”

Miller replied, “Well, 
it’s a lot of money, and 
I wasn’t really thinking 
that day. Sometimes 

JOBEnews.com

Kentuckians seeking 
more convenient 
access to driver’s 
licensing services 
may get additional 
options in 2027, 
thanks to Senate Bill 
7 (SB 7), legislation 

recently passed by the 
Kentucky Senate. The 
bill aims to alleviate 
the burden on 
residents, particularly 
those in rural areas, 
who currently face 

BY KIM HARWOOD
E-M CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

In the year 2002, the 
Chamber of Commerce 
Board of Directors 
voted to establish 
an Annual Metcalfe 

County Educator 
of the Year Award 
to be presented at 
the Annual Senior 
Celebrity Banquet 
held in the spring. 
The Chamber accepts 
nominations from 

the public. A selected 
committee reviews and 
selects the recipient. 
The honored educator 
and his/her family 
will be guests of 
the chamber at the 
banquet.

The criteria for the 
Metcalfe County 
Educator of the Year 
Award stated that 
the award must be 
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Magistrates Ronnie Miller and Daniel Bragg, as Bragg explained his thoughts on 
buying equipment.

RESCIND
CONTINUED ON PAGE TWO

Who will be the 2026 Educator 
of the Year & Educator Idol?

IDOL
CONTINUED ON PAGE TWO

State Report Tallies 
Tens of Millions in 
Media, Travel and 
Event Costs

REPORT
CONTINUED ON PAGE TWO

Senate Bill 7 
Advances to Offer 
Accessible Driver’s 
Licensing Services 
Across Kentucky

LICENSING
CONTINUED ON PAGE THREE

Hornets & Lady 
Hornets Headed 
for the 16th District 
Tournament
PAGE TEN

Givens 
Bill Clears 
Committee 10-0 
MEASURE MODERNIZES 
KENTUCKY LEGAL NOTICE RULES
STORY, PAGE FOUR


