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Green County Schools highlights
strong State Assessment results

STAFF REPORTS

The Kentucky De-
partment of Education
has released results
from the 2026 Ken-
tucky Summative As-
sessment (KSA), with
Green County Schools
demonstrating con-
tinued academic
strengths, progress,
and regional competi-
tiveness.

District officials
reviewed the results
in comparison with
statewide averages
and a group of 14
school districts con-

sisting of neighboring
districts and districts
within Kentucky's
Fifth Region.

Green County High
School Continues
Strong Performance

Green County High
School has consis-
tently demonstrated
strong performance
since Kentucky adopt-
ed its revised school
accountability sys-
tem. The state's ac-
countability measures
combine academic
achievement with ad-
ditional indicators, in-
cluding school climate

and safety and post-
secondary readiness.

One of the district's
most significant ac-
complishments con-
tinues to be its perfor-
mance in postsecond-
ary readiness, which
measures how effec-
tively schools prepare
graduating students
for their next steps,
whether pursuing
higher education or
entering directly into
the workforce.

Green County High
School received ex-
ceeded the statewide
average in postsec-

ondary readiness and
ranked third among
the 14 districts in-
cluded in the regional
comparison, reinforc-
ing the district's com-
mitment to preparing
students for success
beyond graduation.

Academic achieve-
ment results were
equally encouraging.
In Reading and Math-
ematics, Green County
High School students
performed above both
state and regional av-
erages.

See KSA, page 7A

Community Candidate Debate
to be held Oct. 29 at Old Depot

STAFF REPORTS

Green River Media,
a local media group
founded by former
Green County High
School students, will
host a Community De-
bate Thursday, Oct.
29, at 6 p.m. CT at the
historic Greensburg
Train Depot. The event
will feature candidates
seeking local and state
offices in the Novem-
ber election and will be
livestreamed on Green

River Media's Facebook
page.

The evening will
feature candidates for
Kentucky's 24th Dis-
trict House of Repre-
sentatives, Mayor of
Greensburg, Green
County School Board
in the 4th and 5th Dis-
tricts, and Greensburg
City Council.

Local filmmaker and
GCHS alumnus Blake
Judd is helping orga-
nize the event along-
side Green River Media

KSP charges
Green County
man with
Exploitation

Offenses

Troopers
with Kentucky
State Police
(KSP) Post 15
have arrested
a Green Coun-
ty man in an
ongoing child

Means (9
counts),
Unlawful
Transac-
tion with a
Minor 1st
Degree - I1-
legal Sex

sexual abuse Act-Victim
material in- Joseph Under 18
vestigation in Matthews (9 counts),
Green County. and Us-

The inves- ing Minor

tigation began on Oc-
tober 5, 2026, when
Trooper Sean Sweat
received a report that
Joseph Matthews, 42,
of Greensburg, alleg-
edly had child sexual
abuse material in his
possession.

As a result of the
investigation, Trooper
Sweat arrested Mat-
thews, charging him
with Procuring or Pro-
moting the Use of a
Minor by Electronic

to Distribute Obscene
Matter 1st Degree (9
Counts).

Matthews was
lodged in the Taylor
County Detention Cen-
ter and is being held on
a $50,000 cash bond.
Trooper Sweat is con-
tinuing the investiga-
tion.

Additional charges
against Mr. Matthews
are potentially forth-
coming upon presenta-
tion to the Grand Jury.

members Broden Wood-
ruff, Jewel Hines, Rylee
Smith and Katelynn
Molesky.

The young media
group, whose members
are former students of
Judd, has previously
conducted interviews
with political candi-
dates and is looking to
expand its coverage of
local government, com-
munity events, and is-
sues affecting Green
County residents. The
Community Debate

represents another step
toward establishing
Green River Media as
a source of locally pro-
duced event coverage.
The event will be
moderated by Jim
Frank and will follow
a structured format
designed to give each
participating candidate
an equal opportunity to
introduce themselves,
discuss their platforms,
and answer questions.

See Debate, page 7A
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Trick or Treat
on Court St.

October 31

Trick or Treating returns to downtown
Greensburg, Saturday, October 31, 2026.
The time set for this event is 3-5 p.m. CT.

Churches, businesses, individuals and
clubs are invited to participate in this event
by setting up a booth to distribute candy. The
Green County Sheriff’s office is the contact
for more information. Wednesday, October
28 at 4 p.m. is the deadline for reserving a

Any person or club who is participating is
asked to bring their own tent, table or vehicle
or other supplies for the Trick or Treat Fest.
Anyone distributing candy is asked to be on
site on West Court Street by 2 p.m. to start

The portion of West Court Street that will
be blocked off is from Snappy Tomato Pizza
to the Green County Library. The area in
front of the Green County Courthouse must
remain open as this is one of the days for
early voting for the General Election.

Last year, approximately 650 trick or
treaters showed up for this annual event.
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Thursday’s Fiscal Court meeting.

GC Head Start participates in
October Fiscal Court Meeting

BY CLEVIS JEFFRIES
R-H STAFF

Green County Head
Start students and
staff attended the Oc-
tober meeting of the
Green County Fiscal
Court last Thursday
at the Old Court-
house and led the
“Pledge of Allegiance.”

In other business,
magistratesapproved:

(1) The2nd Reading
andAdoptionofBudget
Amendment No.27002
with total amended
revenues and appro-

priations amount-
ing to $2 million

(2) To authorize
Judge-Executive John
Frank to send a let-
ter to the Green River
Animal Shelter noting
the county’s impound-
ment fee schedule

(3) To reimburse
Industrial Foundation
Kentucky Product De-
velopment Initiative
(KPDI) Grant Funds

(4) To reappoint
Robert Ennis to the
Green County Board
of Ethics (Nov. 21,
2026 — Nov. 20, 2027)

(5) To reappoint

HEALTH CHECKUPS MATTER
CALL 270-932-2140 FOR AN APPOINTMENT

¢

Taylor Regional Hospital
GREENSBURG MEDICAL CENTER

1911 Campbellsville Road - Greensburg

ki all .
Jamie Blakeman, APRN

Shawn Milby to the
Park Board (Nov. 19,
2026 — Nov. 18, 2028)

(6) To authorize
Judge-Executive
Frank to sign Resolu-
tion No. 10-15-2026-
001regardingtheLand
and Water Conserva-
tion Fund Grant with
maximum funding of
50% by the county at
a proposed project cost
estimated at $402,600

(7) To authorize
Judge Frank to sign
Resolution No. 10-15-
2026-002 pertaining
to the Recreational
Trail Program with

maximum funding of
20% by the county at
a proposed project cost
estimated at $159,500

(8) To purchase a
side-by-side for the
Rescue Squad from
Joe Hill’s Powersports
& Equipment of Bard-
stown, with Haydon
Materials contribut-
ing $5,000 toward
the cost of $14,919

“There has been
a need for years for
a side-by-side to be
used by the volun-
teer Rescue Squad.

See Fiscal, page 4A

Sharon Campbell, APRN



