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Tax Rate

From Front
4% revenue increase, the maxi-
mum allowed under state law
without triggering a mandatory
public hearing, would have set
the rate at approximately 7.3
cents and generated an esti-
mated $883,099 in revenue.
Alternatively, the compensat-
ing rate, designed to generate
roughly the same revenue as
the prior year after accounting
for changes in overall property
assessments, was calculated at
7.1 cents and projected to bring
in $883,905, essentially bring-
ing in the same amount as the
prior year in total dollars while

sitting on a lower nominal rate.
Elleman recommended the
court adopt the lower, compen-
sating rate, citing the county’s
strong financial position and the
cost pressures residents are fac-
ing from rising grocery and gas
prices, which he linked in part
to broader geopolitical insta-
bility, including the conflict
involving Iran. “I think it’s time
for us to show that to people,”
Elleman said, referring to the
county’s fiscal health.
Magistrate Wayne Day noted
the court has already been low-
ering the rate in recent years.
Elleman elaborated that many
residents don’t realize that if
property assessments rise coun-
ty-wide, a flat tax rate can still

produce a real increase in the
amount owed by individual
property owners, and said the
fiscal court has an opportunity
with this year’s numbers to
lower the rate outright rather
than simply hold it flat. He also
reiterated that any rate increase
exceeding the 4% revenue
growth threshold under state
law would require the county
to hold a mandatory two-week
notice period and formal pub-
lic hearing before adoption, a
requirement he said applies to
special taxing districts as well
as the general county rate.

The court approved the
motion to set the 2026 rate at
7.1 cents, the compensating
rate.

Parks & Rec

From Front
School and volunteers with sev-
eral organizations in Lancaster
and Garrard County. A graduate
of Garrard County High School,
she has longstanding ties to
the community. She is also the
parent of two current Garrard
County students who are active
in academics and athletics.

Gaftney said Adams’ experi-
ence and commitment to youth
recreation will be an asset as the

city looks toward the future of
its parks and sports programs.

“Kendra’s  passion  for
expanding youth sports and
recreation opportunities will
be a tremendous asset to our
community,” Gaffhey said in
announcing the appointment.
“lI am excited to welcome her
to this role and look forward
to the continued growth and
future of Lancaster Parks and
Recreation.”

The appointment places
Adams in a position to build
upon work she has already

undertaken as an advisory board
member, chair and volunteer.
As director, she will take on a
more direct leadership role in
Lancaster Parks and Recreation
as the department continues
serving children, families and
other residents through sports
and recreational opportunities.

Gaffney also encouraged
community members to wel-
come Adams and her family
as she begins her new position
with the City of Lancaster.

Heifers

From Front
care and management.

The heifers will remain an
educational resource throughout
the school year as students take
part in caring for and working
with the animals. The experi-
ence is expected to complement
classroom instruction by giv-
ing students direct exposure to
responsibilities associated with
animal agriculture.

For students in the Garrard
County High School agricul-
ture program, working with
livestock can provide lessons

in areas such as animal health,
nutrition, handling, husbandry
and farm management while
also developing responsibility
and other skills applicable to
careers in agriculture.

The contribution also car-
ries a local connection. Shell
is a Garrard County High
School alumnus who went on
to become Kentucky’s commis-
sioner of agriculture. His return
to the school underscores the
continuing relationship between
Kentucky’s agricultural indus-
try and career and technical
education programs preparing
younger generations for work
in the field.

Garrard County Schools
expressed appreciation to Shell
for helping create the oppor-
tunity and for supporting the
future of agricultural education
at the high school.

The addition of the eight heif-
ers expands the school farm’s
capacity as a learning environ-
ment and gives students another
opportunity to move agricultural
lessons beyond the classroom.

Throughout the coming
school year, students will be
able to apply what they learn
while assuming the day-to-day
responsibilities involved in
working with livestock.

Agriculture Commissioner Shell’s
Farm to Fork Dinner returns Aug. 19

Renee Shaw to headline event benefiting Kentucky foster families

Agriculture Commissioner Jonathan Shell will
host the third annual Commissioner’s Farm to
Fork Benefit Dinner on Wednesday, Aug. 19, at
the Kentucky Exposition Center in Louisville. The
event raises funds to provide Kentucky State Fair
and agricultural tourism experiences for foster
children and families through Kentucky Court Ap-
pointed Special Advocates (CASA) and the Ken-
tucky Exposition Foundation.

Proceeds from the dinner help provide foster
children and families with memorable experiences
that many might not otherwise have, including a
day at the Kentucky State Fair complete with food
and rides, West Kentucky 4-H Camp, fall festivals,
and other agricultural tourism opportunities. Since
launching in 2024, the program has served nearly
1,000 foster children and families across the Com-
monwealth.

“There’s no better way to kick off the Kentucky
State Fair than by bringing people together around
a table filled with Kentucky Proud products while
supporting children and families across the Com-
monwealth,” Commissioner Shell said. “Ken-
tucky CASA gives vulnerable children a voice
when they need it most. We’re proud to help ad-
vance that mission and create opportunities for the
families they serve.”

The Farm to Fork Benefit Dinner will be 5-8
p-m. Wednesday, Aug. 19, the evening before
opening day of the Kentucky State Fair. This
year’s featured speaker is Renee Shaw, one of the
Commonwealth’s most respected journalists who
recently retired after nearly three decades at Ken-

tucky Educational Television.

“One of the things that makes Kentucky special
is the way our communities rally around children
and families in need,” Shaw said. “I’m honored to
be part of an evening that celebrates Kentucky ag-
riculture while helping create meaningful oppor-
tunities and lasting memories for foster children
across the Commonwealth”

Each year, trained CASA volunteers serve as
advocates for abused and neglected children in-
volved in Kentucky’s court system, ensuring their
voices are heard and their best interests remain the
priority throughout legal proceedings.

“The Kentucky CASA Network is excited to
once again partner with Kentucky Agriculture
Commissioner Jonathan Shell for the third annual
Farm to Fork Dinner to kick off the Kentucky State
Fair,” said Andrea Bruns, State Director/CEO of
The Kentucky CASA Network. “This dinner is
an opportunity to share CASA’s mission with the
agriculture community and raise funds for foster
youth. Funds raised go toward the CASA mission
as well as funds directly to support foster youth
engagement in agriculture tourism and enrichment
opportunities statewide.”

The event is part of the Kentucky Proud® Farm
to Fork Program, administered by the Kentucky
Department of Agriculture to celebrate Kentucky-
grown food while supporting charitable organiza-
tions across the Commonwealth.

Individual tickets are $100 and tables of eight
are available for $800.

Tornadoes

From Front
County. Officials said that, at
the time of their update, there
was no confirmation of a tor-
nado touchdown.

The agency urged residents to
remain weather aware as condi-
tions continued to be monitored
and emphasized that any weath-
er warnings should be taken
seriously. Emergency manage-
ment officials said they would
continue monitoring conditions
and provide additional informa-
tion if circumstances changed.

Officials also asked resi-
dents to avoid sharing uncon-

firmed reports, particularly dur-
ing periods of severe weather
when inaccurate information
can spread quickly. Residents
were encouraged to rely on offi-
cial sources for warnings and
updates.

The clarification does not
mean residents should disregard
threatening weather conditions.
A tornado can occur with lit-
tle notice, and people should
immediately follow instructions
contained in official warnings.
The National Weather Service
advises people under a tornado
warning to move to a basement
or an interior room on the low-
est floor of a sturdy building and
remain away from windows.

Garrard County has expe-
rienced tornadoes in the past.
National Weather Service
records document a history of
tornadoes affecting the county,
including an EF-1 tornado that
crossed portions of Lincoln and
Garrard counties in April 2025.

As of the latest information
provided by Garrard County
Emergency Management, how-
ever, reports of a tornado touch-
down associated with Tuesday
evening’s weather situation
remained unconfirmed, and
officials specifically stated that
no tornado touchdowns had
occurred in Garrard County.

Banner Displays
From Front

military service.

According to Gaffney, the
submitted photographs and
information will be displayed
alongside Lancaster’s other
community banners in the
period leading up to Veterans
Day. The mayor indicated that
the recognition will continue
beyond the Nov. 11 observance,
giving residents and visitors an
opportunity to see and learn
about local veterans and their
service.

The project adds a personal
element to Lancaster’s Veterans
Day recognition by placing the
faces and stories of individual
service members in a prominent
location at the center of the
community. It also provides an
opportunity to recognize veter-
ans from different generations
and periods of military service.

“If you have a Veteran, or
are a Veteran, we want you
included,” Gaffney said.

Residents interested in par-
ticipating are being asked to
send a veteran’s photograph
directly to Gaffney along with

a brief account of the person’s
service. The mayor did not spec-
ify a submission deadline in his
announcement.

The initiative comes as
Lancaster transitions its down-
town decorations toward the fall
season and seeks to use the pub-
lic square to highlight people
and institutions that are part of
the community’s identity.

Gaffney thanked Lancaster
residents for their participation
and encouraged the community
to help ensure local veterans are
represented in the new display.

Governor James Garrard Chapter, NSDAR
Members Enjoy Tour of Kentucky Aviation Museum

Members and guests of the
Governor James Garrard Chap-
ter, National Society Daughters
of the American Revolution
(NSDAR), recently enjoyed an
educational and memorable out-
ing to the Aviation Museum of
Kentucky, located at Blue Grass
Airport in Lexington. The mu-
seum is dedicated to preserving
Kentucky’s rich aviation his-
tory while promoting aerospace
education through its impressive
collection of historic aircraft,
aviation artifacts, and exhibits
honoring the Commonwealth’s
aviation pioneers.

A total of 19 members and
guests participated in the day of
learning and fellowship. During
the visit, the group was treated
to an outstanding guided tour by
Max and Frank, whose knowl-
edge, enthusiasm, and engaging
stories brought Kentucky’s avia-
tion history to life. Their infor-
mative presentation made the
experience especially enjoyable

Governor James Garrard members and guests

and meaningful for everyone.

The chapter extends a special
thank you to member, Shelia
Miller, for organizing the event
and ensuring a wonderful expe-
rience for the group. Her hospi-
tality and careful planning were
greatly appreciated.

Following the museum tour,
members and guests enjoyed
a delicious lunch at the Track
Kitchen at Keeneland, where
they continued their fellowship
while reflecting on the high-

lights of the day.

The Governor James Garrard
Chapter continues to support
the National Society Daughters
of the American Revolution’s
mission of Historic Preserva-
tion, Education, and Patriotism
by participating in educational
opportunities that celebrate
Kentucky’s heritage, strengthen
friendships, and inspire lifelong
learning.
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FOR RENT LEGAL NOTICE

FOR RENT: 2 bed-
room, 1 bath house;
2 bedroom 1-1/2 bath
duplex; and 1 bedroom
apartment, utilities fur-
nished. Call 606-669-
1020 or 859-339-0452.

UPHOLSTERY

FELDMAN
UPHOLSTERY

Custom Truck, Car,
Boat, Interior Repairs,
REPAIRHEADLINERS.
Bryantsville.
859-339-5122

NO YARD
TOO BIG OR

PROPOSED TAX NOTIFICATION
GARRARD COUNTY BOARD OF EDUCATION

The Garrard County Board of Education will hold a special
called meeting at the Garrard Education Center on August 3,
2026 at 6:00 p.m. to propose a general fund tax levy of 61.1
cents on real property and 61.1 cents on personal property. The
General Fund tax levied in fiscal year 2026 was 62.5 cents on
real property and 64 cents on personal property and produced
revenue of $7,507,736.18. The proposed General Fund tax
rate of 61.1 cents on real property and 61.1 cents on personal
property is expected to produce $8,270,702.19. Of this amount,
$983,231.43 is from new and personal property. The compen-
sating tax for 2027 is 58.6 cents on real property and 58.6 cents

Harmon’s
Lick News

Psalm 4:8 I will both lay
me down in peace, and sleep:
for thou, Lord, only makest me
dwell in safety.

Hello dear friends and family.
I hope that all of you are doing
really well today as we get to-
gether for a few minutes, here in
the Central Record.

I thank God that I am able to
visit with all of you. Last week
I wanted to write but I was not
home in time to do so. I can’t
remember where I was, but I do
remember thinking I hoped to
get home in time to write.

There will be no Church at
Harmon’s Lick Free Pentecos-
tal Church this Wednesday and
Sunday. Our services are can-
celled so that we may attend
revival services at Bro. Kenneth
and Sis. Rhonda Bush’s church
in Berea. They are located on

Wallaceton Road. They make
everyone welcome. We are
looking forward to being in
church with a lot of people we
know.

I am really having a hard time
trying to get my column written
today. Our darling Kylee had to
go back to school today and we
have missed her so much. I hope
all the kids will have a great
school year coming up.

May God Bless all of you.

Love,
Joyce

COUNTY
LINE

FLEA MARKET

locally owned and operated,
2794 Stanford Road, Lancaster.
Booths $125 per month.
More hooths and new vendors.
See Tom or Shirley, Peggy,
Eddie and Ernie or call
859-792-6853 or 502-370-8777.
NOW OPEN seven days a week!
New & Used Items Arriving Daily

STORAGE UNIT

RENTALS

859-792-3562

Climate Controlled ® Well Lighted ® 24-7 Surveillance
Stanford Road - Hwy. 27 South  Lancaster

859-339-9584

Call 859-792-2831 To Advertising Your Storage Unit

Call 859-792-1435

8 Miles From Lancaster.

U-LOCK-EM GRenTFor bouts, | el

- RECREATIONAL Climate Controlled
Storage Units  veicies ao AL 5x8e8x10
U527 itorthGarard O RoACE |

101t x 24 ft. With 8 Ft. Donrs: -339-1122

or 859-339-0840

24/7 Security
Surveillance

TOO SMALL -

Drew’s Mowing Ser-
vice. 1 time or every
time. 859-329-9647.

CLASSIC CARS

BUYING CLASSIC
CARS - Cash paid for
1930’s, 40’s, 50’s, 60’s
and 70’s - running or
not. We will be in your
area. CALL NOW 513-
403-7386.

POSTED

We positively will
not permit fixed
hunting of any
character, fishing,
dogs or trespassing
on our farms.
Any violations will
be prosecuted.

First Property
Listing
$2.00 per week
or
$51 per year
for posted list.

Addition Property
Listings
$1.00 per week
or
$10.00 per year

on personal property and is expected to produce $7,932,293.76.
The proposed rate is expected to generate more revenue than
received in the preceding year. The general areas to which rev-
enue of $762,966.01 above 2026 revenue is to be allocated
as instruction. This information is published pursuant to KRS
160.470. The proposed tax rate is not subject to recall under
KRS 132.017. The General Assembly has required publication
of this advertisement and information contained herein.

* Michael & Dana Carrier, 2539 Kelly Ridge Road

» Danny & Judy Browning’s property at end of Conn’s Lane

« Carolyn Sparks property at 5252 Lexington Road

* Paul Black Farms, Hwy. 1355 (Sugar Creek Road)

» Paul And Suzanne Wells at 4129 White Lick Road, Paint Lick

» Tammy Fowler, 749 Nina Ridge Road

» Mike and Pam Fathergill, 111 Lynnwood Drive

* Chris and Joy Fathergill, 317 Richmond Street

» Mary Alice (Paul) Drew, 810 Carry Nation Road Property
» Kathy Tuggle & Paula Tudor - Jim Clark Road

» David M. and Rose Walker, 1163 Wolf Trail Road

» The Kenton Property, 795 and 719 C Valley Drive, Berea

» Grover Drew Farm, Carry Nation Road .

» Doug and Anna Graves, 319 Richmond Road, Loop 2
» The Brenda Farms, 4870 Harmons Lick Rd & Hamilton Valley Rd

* Vockery property on Polly’s Bend Road

* Hugh and Amy Johnson, 6198 Lexington Road
» Dale Marie Hellard - Barbara French & William Randall Causey
Farms at 2178 Hamilton Valley Road, 2636 Hamilton Valley Road

And 1454 Hamilton Valley Road

» Frank and Altheia Rice, 390 Leavell Ridge Road,

372 Leavell Ridge Road and Rice Farm at Three Forks,
» Norma McFadden Property, 9700 Nicholasville Road
» Deborah Kelly property at 472 Hobert Estes Road
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Letter To Editor Policy

Letters should be no more than 500 words (exceptions at the
discretion of the editor). Letter must be written on subjects
of general interest to our readers and should deal with cur-
rent issues. They must not personally attack individuals. Fair
and polite criticism of public officials and public figures are
allowed. Deadline for Letters to the Editor is noon Tuesday,
the week of publication. All letters must be addressed to the
editor and not directed to a third person. All letters must be
signed with telephone number and home address for verifica-
tion. No telephone number or address will be published. The
Editor reserves the right to edit or reject any letter deemed
libelous or otherwise unfit for publication.

1 YEAR
Subscription Rates

In Garrard County

$33.65

Out of County in KY

$45.85

Out of State
$52.90
All Subscription Paid In Advance




