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Current Sports

Railroaders defeat Miners for first win of 2026

council composed of local 
manufacturers and major 
employers.

“My goal there is to meet 
regularly with our industry 
leaders and manufacturers to 
share best practices  and fig-
ure out what their common 
pain points are,” Welch said.

While noting the recent 
closure of Stella-Jones, 
Welch said other major em-
ployers are expanding.

“Kayser, Amcor, JTEKT, 
Insteel and Tokai are all in 
expansion mode,” he said.

Welch emphasized the im-
portance of supporting exist-
ing industries.

“I think from experience 
that it’s much easier to cre-
ate new jobs with existing 
employers than it is to recruit 
new employers.”

Welch also reported prog-
ress on the Fulton Academy 
for Construction Engineer-
ing program at the Fulton 
County Detention Center, 
where participants have ex-
ceeded certification goals in 
scaffolding, OSHA construc-
tion training, and forklift op-
erations.

“We’ve exceeded our 
goals,” Welch said.

Welch informed commis-
sioners he is preparing Op-
portunity Zone 2.0 applica-
tions for both eligible census 
tracts in Fulton County.

The federal designation 
allows investors to defer or 
potentially eliminate capital 
gains taxes through qualified 
investments in designated 
areas.

“I’m 98 to 99 percent 
there for both census tracts,” 
Welch said. “The deadline is 
Friday.”

The Kentucky Cabinet 
will review applications for 
Economic Development and 
forwarded to the governor, 
who will make recommen-
dations to the Internal Reve-
nue Service.

Welch said Community 
Ventures is moving forward 
with plans to gain property 
in Hickman for rehabilitation 
and new housing construc-
tion projects.

Chamber of Commerce 
President Charles Choate 
thanked city officials for 
participating in the commu-
nity’s Memorial Day cere-
mony, where organizers read 
the names of all 96 local vet-
erans who died in military 
service.

“I think we’ve done some-
thing that’s never been done 
at that monument,” Choate 
said.

Choate discussed ongo-
ing efforts to market vacant 
commercial properties, in-
cluding the former Ag Lend-
ing building and the former 
drugstore downtown.

He also expressed opti-
mism about future economic 
growth associated with the 
long-awaited U.S. 51 inter-
section improvements.

“When you gain, you have 
pain,” Choate said. “Once it’s 
done, it’s going to be a great 
asset to this community.”

He also raised concerns 
about the deterioration of the 
city’s riverfront mural wall, 
noting weathering and dis-
coloration along portions of 
the structure.

The Chamber continues 
annual preservation efforts 
by sealing the murals with 
help from Fulton County De-
tention Center crews.

Choate encouraged con-
tinued economic diversifica-
tion.

“I’d rather have 10 fifties 
than one 500,” Choate said, 
referring to attracting mul-
tiple smaller employers in-
stead of relying on a single 
large industry.

Choate asked Welch about 

the future of the federal Ru-
ral Partners Network pro-
gram, which originally se-
lected Fulton County as one 
of its pilot locations.

Welch confirmed that the 
formal Rural Partners Net-
work program has ended.

“The work is continuing,” 
Welch said. “Even though 
the brand — there is no RPN 
brand any longer.”

According to Welch, the 
remaining functions have 
been absorbed into USDA 
Rural Development pro-
grams.

City Manager Robert 
Griggs read a letter from the 
Ken-Tenn Amateur Radio 
Association inviting city of-
ficials and residents to attend 
the organization’s annual 
Field Day event on June 27 at 
the Fulton County Extension 
Office.

The association reported 
substantial growth since its 
formation in 2023, including 
licensing 20 new amateur ra-
dio operators.

The organization report-
ed: 1,005 operator check-ins 
during routine and weather 
nets; 2,357 total operating 
hours; 32 severe weather and 
damage reports were relayed 
to National Weather Service 
offices in Paducah, Ky., and 
Memphis, Tenn.

Three repeaters have been 
installed in Fulton County, 
two of which are connect-
ed to a regional emergency 
communications network.

Griggs reported ongoing 
efforts to secure quotes for 
repairs to approximately 200 
feet of fencing along Magno-
lia Bluff.

The city has received 
a proposal from Heritage 
Fencing of Paducah and 
is awaiting additional esti-
mates.

Officials are also seeking 
quotes for vegetation control 
along the bluff while work-
ing closely with engineers on 
erosion concerns.

Griggs reported that the 
city’s Economic Develop-
ment Administration grant 
application for the Moulton 
Street Bluff stabilization 
project remains under final 
review.

“They are asking for more 
information is a decent sign,” 
Griggs said.

A separate FEMA appli-
cation was denied because 
insufficient properties in the 
affected area carry National 
Flood Insurance Program 
coverage.

The city continues to 
pursue alternative funding 
sources through FEMA and 
the Natural Resources Con-
servation Service.

Griggs reported additional 
issues with the previous Ter-
race Drive repair project.

Investigations revealed 
water infiltration beneath the 
roadway, possibly related to 

failing tieback anchors in-
stalled during earlier stabili-
zation efforts.

The road has been tem-
porarily repaired, but city 
officials believe a long-term 
solution will require another 
major construction project.

The city has contacted the 
U.S. Army Corps of Engi-
neers, which took part in the 
original 2022 repair effort.

Griggs reported that city 
staff and United Systems 
have inspected over 100 util-
ity meters as part of an effort 
to identify malfunctioning or 
non-reporting accounts.

The review is intended to 
improve revenue collection 
and reduce pressure for larg-
er utility rate increases.

“We’ve checked over 100 
meters for accuracy,” Griggs 
said.

Budget workshop outlines 
financial outlook

Commissioners were giv-
en time to review the pro-
posed 2026-27 fiscal year 
budget.

Griggs recommended a 
6% utility rate change, com-
prising:

A required 4% increase to 
comply with Kentucky In-
frastructure Authority bond 
obligations associated with 
wastewater system financ-
ing.

An additional 2% change 
to offset inflation and Con-
sumer Price Index increases 
over the past two years.

“We did not do that last 
year,” Griggs said. “We 
gave everyone a little bit of a 
break.”

The proposed budget in-
cludes: a 3% cost-of-living 
change for hourly employees; 
funding for Magnolia Bluff 
fence repairs; additional 
funding for employee insur-
ance; increased support for 
animal control operations; 
and continued infrastructure 
improvements.

Griggs reported that the 
city currently maintains 
approximately $216,000 
in water fund reserves and 
$116,000 in wastewater re-
serves.

The budget also expects 
future expenses related to 
Well No. 3 improvements 
and the replacement of waste-
water treatment plant return 
activated sludge and waste 
activated sludge pumps.

Commissioners will con-
tinue budget discussions 
during upcoming special 
meetings before the first and 
second readings of the bud-
get ordinance.

Commissioners unani-
mously approved Resolution 
26-R-012, authorizing the 
mayor to renew the city’s 
dispatch services agreement 
with Fulton County 911.

The commission approved 
the appointment of Barbara 
McIntee to a two-year term 
on the Hickman Board of 

Ethics.
Carlton noted McIntee 

has served previously and 
expressed appreciation for 
her willingness to continue 
serving.

Commissioners approved 
Resolution 26-R-013, au-
thorizing the mayor to enter 
into an agreement with Pyro 
Shows for the city’s Indepen-
dence Day fireworks display.

The contract amount was 
reported as around $14,285. 
Bridges asked if this was a 
company the city had worked 
with previously, with Griggs 
confirming the city has used 
that group for the last several 
years.

Gannon said fundraising 
letters had recently been 
mailed to businesses and 

organizations seeking dona-
tions to offset costs and that 
they were really trickling in. 
Carlton was curious about 
when the letters usually go 
out and suggested they  be 
sent out in August or Sep-
tember. 

Commissioners approved 
the hiring of Maja Rigiero as 
a probationary utility billing 
clerk.

The commission approved 
Resolution 26-R-014, au-
thorizing the mayor to sign 
a measurement and verifi-
cation reconciliation agree-
ment with Harshaw Trane.

The agreement accepts 
a reconciliation amount of 
$8,107.50 related to prior en-
ergy performance contracts.

Commissioners approved 

Resolution 26-R-015, autho-
rizing the mayor to execute 
an agreement with United 
Systems for training services 
related to the city’s utility 
billing operations.

Griggs said the training 
is intended to improve staff 
proficiency with the billing 
system and strengthen over-
sight of utility accounts.

At the conclusion of regu-
lar business, the commission-
ers voted to enter executive 
session under KRS 61.810(1)
(b) and KRS 61.810(1)(f) to 
discuss matters involving po-
tential litigation and person-
nel issues.

No action was reported in 
the open session following 
the executive session before 
adjournment.
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LEGAL NOTICE FOR BIDS
NOTICE is hereby given that the Fulton County Fiscal 

Court will accept sealed bids for the following items: Gal-
vanized Spiral Pipe (16 gauge up to 48 inches & 12 gauge 
for over 60 inches & N12 Double Wall Plastic Pipe 15 to 
24 inches), Emulsified Asphalt, RS2, Gasoline (no less than 
87 Octane) non-alcohol 500 gallon lots, No. 2 Diesel Fuel 
(good grade) 500 gallon lots, F.O.B. Fulton County Road 
Department.

Bids for No. 9 Crushed Stone, No. 3 Crushed stone, Dense 
Grade Aggregate, Camden Rock, Limestone, Rip Rap, and 
Coarse Sand. (A) Price per ton picked up at location. (B) 
Price per ton delivered F.O.B. Fulton County Road Depart-
ment.

The material is for use during the Fiscal Year ending June 
30, 2026. Said bids will be received in the office of the Fulton 
County Judge/Executive through 12:00 pm, June 19, 2026 
or sent to deputy.judge@fultoncountyky.gov with road bid 
to be opened 6/22/2026 at 9:00 am in the subject line. Fulton 
County Fiscal Court reserves the right to accept the lowest 
or evaluated bid as a whole or each product separately, or re-
ject any or all bids, to waive technicalities or to re-advertise.

The Fulton Railroaders 
were triumphant over the 
Madisonville Miners 10-6 
on Tues., June 2, as they 
picked up their first win of 
the 2026 season.

The Miners got on the 
board in the first inning 
after Kasey Lowe hit a sac-
rifice fly, scoring one run.

The Railroaders jumped 
back into the lead in the top 
of the second inning after 

Yahir Cordero grounded 
into a fielder’s choice, and 
Owen Phillips flew out, 
each scoring one run.

The Railroaders extend-
ed their early lead with two 
runs in the top of the third 
thanks to RBI singles by JR 
North and Ellis Hurt.

Broc Mattox hit a sacri-
fice fly, which helped the 
Miners tie the game at five 
in the bottom of the eighth.

However, the Railroad-
ers would take command 
the top of the final inning, 
scoring five runs on three 
hits to take the lead, 10-5.

Luke Haener started the 
game for the Railroad-
ers, as the pitcher gave up 
one hit and one run (zero 
earned) over three innings, 
striking out two and walk-
ing three.

Micah Sanders pitched 

one inning of no-run ball 
for the Railroaders in relief. 
The reliever surrendered 
zero hits, striking out one 
and walking none.

North provided pop in 
the middle of the lineup, 
and led the Railroaders 
with two runs batted in. 
The right fielder went 1-for-
3 on the day. Steven “Bugs” 
Meadows, Caleb Warren, 
Thomas Kuhn, Ben Kauff-

man, North, and Hurt each 
collected one hit for Fulton 
Railroaders. Nick Cau-
sey paced the Railroaders 
with three walks. Overall, 
the team had patience at 
the plate, accumulating 13 
walks for the game. 

North stole two bases, as 
the Railroaders ran wild on 
the base paths, piling up six 
stolen bases for the game.

The Railroaders would 

drop games to the Hender-
son Flash 10-9 on Thurs., 
June 4, Hoptown Hoppers 
11-6 on Fri., June 5, Pa-
ducah Chiefs 6-5 on Sat., 
June 6, and to the Full 
County Rhythm 8-3 on 
Sun., June 7.

The Railroaders are 1-7 
on the season, and will 
host the Hoptown Hoppers 
Wed., June 10 beginning at 
6:30 p.m. at Lohaus Field.


