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This Wednesday,
July 15th will be the last
day to enter our photo
contest. We have had
some beautiful photo-
graphs brought in. They
really do show our theme:
“A Fleming County State
of Mind.”

Our special display
on Patriotic Items has
begun to take shape. I'm
afraid I have been oc-
cupied with some other
things and have been
slow to get it into place.
However, if you have
items, pictures, etc. that
are related to the flag,
Uncle Sam, the presi-
dents, national monu-
ments, etc. that you are
willing to loan, please
bring them in and we’ll
add them to our display.
Remember the Fleming
County Covered Bridge
Museum 1s open on

Wednesdays from 10-4
and on Saturdays from
12-4. We are happy to
arrange other days and
times for groups. You
may call the Chamber at
845-1223 or me at 849-
2957 for further informa-
tion.

Explore Fleming
County’s book on His-
toric Fleming County
Churches is available at
the museum. Compiled
to honor America’s 250,
the soft bound book has
204 pages with full col-
ored pictures, the major-
ity of which were taken
by Lowell Tackett. The
book contains informa-
tion on county churches
which are 100 years
old or older. Informa-
tion was gathered from
files, newspaper articles,
church histories, as well
as some deeds. Unfortu-

normal business hours.

PUBLIC NOTICE

Ordinance 26-1450 amending the Fleming County budget for Fiscal Year 2025-
2026, to include unanticipated receipts from General, Road, Jail, LGEA, Forest Fire,
Opioid, Dispatch, ABC, Clerks Storage, and Capital improvement Funds totaling
$102,516.37 with offsetting appropriations in Reserve for Transfer and ABC Fees
Eligible Expenses totaling $102,516.37 was adopted by the Fleming County Fiscal
Court at the June 9, 2026 meeting. A copy of the adopted ordinance with full text is
available for public inspection at the Office of the County Judge/Executive during
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Meet at 4:.00pm

The Flemingsburg Class of 1963 will
have their reunion July 25th at
Blue Licks.

$22 per person includes gratuity.
Contact Patsy Collins 606-748-9159 or
Linda Barber 859-223-89309.

Dinner at 5:00pm
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RETIREMENT

ARE YOU RETIRING OR HAVE YOU

RETIRED?

WANT TO ROLL OVER YOUR IRA

OR 401K AND PAY NO TAXES OR

DO YOU HAVE FUNDS THAT ARE
NOT WORKING FOR YOU?

DO YOU NEED AN INCOME
WITHOUT TOUCHING THE

PRINCIPLE?

BE THE BOSS OF YOUR
RETIREMENT, PUT YOUR MONEY
TO WORK FOR YOU WITH UP TO
8% INTEREST!

FOR A PERSONAL AND
CONFIDENTIAL APPOINTMENT:

CALL JIM AT 606-683-2104
CELL: 859-948-4376
EMAIL: gatesjimmie@yahoo.com

WHO YOU GONNA CALL?7??
INTEREST BUSTER!!!

WHO YOU GONNA CALL?7??
INTEREST BUSTER!!!

WHO YOU GONNA CALL?7??
INTEREST BUSTER!!!
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nately, there are a few
churches which the com-
mittee (Ginny Reeves,
Stephanie Dailey and
myself) was unable to
find much about. The
book will be of interest
to not only those who
want to know about the
churches, but also those
interested in county his-
tory and families which
were involved in starting
the various churches, at-
tending, and/or serving
the churches in various
capacities or perhaps
preaching in some of the
churches. The books ay
be purchased here at the
museum or at Pickett
Fence. The cost is $35.
Explore Fleming
County 1is also hosting
“Supper on the Bridge”
on Saturday, August
15th beginning at 6:00 at
the Grange City Covered
Bridge. V&V Catering is
providing the meal: par-
mesan chicken, mashed
potatoes, green beans,
pasta salad, with home-
made strawberry cake
for dessert. David Austin
Tackett and Brady Vice
will provide the enter-
tainment and I am hop-
ing some of our guests
will share stories deal-
ing with the bridge as
well. Tickets are $40 and
you can get them here
at the museum, you can
call me to reserve tickets
(849-2957) or you can e-
mail Melanie Jones at
flemingsburgtourism@
gmail.com or exploref-
cky41041@gmail.com.
We are only selling fifty
tickets, so you don’t want
to wait till the last min-
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I started a few weeks
ago sharing the names of
some of our early Flem-
ing County settlers who
were also Revolutionary
War veterans. The Wil-
liam Dudley Chapter
of NSDAR has a list of
their patriots at the li-
brary. However, that list
is not a complete list of
those settling in Fleming
County. I've been search-
ing on line for names
and information. So, I
thought I would share
some things that I found.

One of the more
recognized names in
Fleming County is John
Finley (some spell it
Findley). John was born
July 7, 1748 in Pennsyl-
vania. His father is listed
as John O'Neill Finley
and his mother was Mar-
tha Berkeley Finley. His
grandparents came from
Ireland to this country.
According to the Find a
Grave entry, “John was
a pioneer and surveyor
who came to Kentucky in
1773. He discovered the
Upper Blue Licks, sur-
veyed land to the Ken-
tucky River near present
day Frankfort. John was
commissioned a major in
1783 for service in the
Revolutionary War. He
was the Judge Advocate
of the Northwest Terri-
tory in 1792 and then he
and his family came back
to Kentucky in 1796. He
farmed a 1000 acre land
grant and was a member
of the Kentucky House
of Representatives from
1800-1804.”  There is
some debate—whether

this John Finley or an-
other man named John
Finley, was the man who
persuaded Daniel Boone
to come to Kentucky.
Finley had a ferry which
he used to cross the Lick-
ing River (close to pres-
ent day Battle Run).
He built a fine house of
bricks (an article states
that those bricks were
eventually used to build
a more modern house
located near the river).
There were also some
land disputes with oth-
ers concerning the par-
cels of land which he
claimed. John married
Hannah Duncan and
they had several children
('m sure there are sev-
eral in Fleming County
who can trace their fami-
lies back to him). John
Finley died on April 10,
1837 and he was buried
near his home in what is
now known as the Finley
or Battle Run Cemetery.
A historic marker can
be found near the cem-
etery. For many, many
years the cemetery, like
many family cemeteries,
found on local farms, was
overgrown. The prop-
erty changed hands and
the new owner cleaned
the cemetery and uncov-
ered several tombstones
which had been covered
over with dirt through
the years, due to the
river flooding, etc. A few
years ago, the Sons of
the American Revolu-
tion and our local DAR
chapter held a ceremony
at his gravesite. Robert
Cotterill in his manu-
script, “Fleming County,

The First One Hundred
Years 1780-1880” gives
much more information
about Finley and his
family.

While I was looking
through various geneal-
ogy sites the other day,
I ran across one which
was listed as “1799 Will
of Thomas Mills—Flem-
ing County”. The site
has a photographed copy
of his will as well as a
typed version (as you
know some of the early
wills are hard to read).
An introduction to the
will states: “Thomas
Mills was the son of Ja-
cob Mills and Ann Davis
Mills. He married Mar-
tha Phillips about 1769
in Virginia. He served
during the Revolutionary
War while living in Mo-
nogalia County, Virginia
(now West Virginia). He
bought land in Fleming
County in 1792 (at the
time we were part of Ma-
son County) and moved
here in 1793. Thomas
and Martha had 13 chil-
dren—all of whom are
listed in his will . . .”

Military Service
websites, I'm sure would
give us more detailed in-
formation on when and
where Finley and Mills
served and who their
commanding officers
were. For now, we can
remember these early
Fleming County settlers
for their service during
our War for Indepen-
dence.
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