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Rubix,

BY AARON SNYDER
THE DAILY INDEPENDENT

ASHLAND As it did about
three months ago for the City
of Russell, a data center com-
pany conducted a town hall for
Boyd County on Monday.

Chris Honstain and Doug
Mitchell, of Gateway City
Consulting, and Amy Jaballah,
of Rubix community engage-
ment, presented details of the
potential project to about 25
attendees at The Delta by Mar-
riott.

Rubix is a privately held
company of the Submer
Group. It is working to finalize
an acquisition to purchase
property formerly known
as AK Steel Ashland Works
from Cleveland-Cliffs. Rubix
intends to construct and op-
erate a 2-gigawatt facility at
the brownfield site, which has
been vacant with no serious
suitors since 2019.

The breakdown of the acre-

age is as follows: 255 in Russell,

149 in Ashland and 115 in un-
incorporated Boyd County.
The City of Ashland has
already approved tight restric-
tions regarding data centers.
Russell and Boyd County are
both currently under data cen-
ter construction moratoriums,
which, Honstain said, is the
“only thing holding us up.”
Honstain said Rubix is willing
to spend between $50 million

Gateway reps have town hall

and $200 million to clean up the
site.

Matt Runyon, of Tri-State
Industrial Supply, asked why
Rubix would be willing to han-
dle such a steep cost in order to
locate here.

“Truth is, all the infrastruc-
ture exists here,” Honstain
said. “It really just comes down
to the infrastructure — power,
water and people.”

At full campus buildout, Ru-
bix is projecting $50 million or
more in tax revenue for Boyd
County alone.

“Tax revenues are a huge
potential benefit for the com-
munity,” Honstain said.

Commissioner Jeremy
Holbrook attended Monday’s
meeting. He missed the July
town hall because he was out
of town.

While Holbrook said Gate-
way City representatives have
been diligent in providing in-
formation and communicating,
he is still apprehensive until
he sees “raw data and absolute
certainties.”

If the Boyd County Fiscal
Court was to vote on lifting its
moratorium today, Holbrook
was be in opposition, he said.
He would like to see communi-
ty benefits agreement in writ-
ing, he said.

“Unless it’s on a contract,
I’'m not doing this because it
sounds good,” Holbrook said.

As for the details supplied in
the town hall, Holbrook said,
“I'hope they could pull that off
but I can’t say yes unless every-
thing is absolutely defined.”

Honstain said Rubix would
comply with regulations in
Russell’s zoning proposal if and
when it is finalized. That includes
a 1,500-foot residential setback,
800,000 square feet per building,
generator testing only on week-
days between 9 a.m. and 5 p.m.,
a70-decibel noise level at the
property boundary, a 75-foot
heigh limit and other perimeter
protections.

The projected demand
for water at full operation is
100,000 to 150,000 gallons per
day in a closed-loop cooling
system. The planned approach
minimizes cooling discharge.
Sanitary wastewater, stormwa-
ter and any process discharge
must be addressed separately.

The memorandum of un-
derstanding assigns directly
attributable power infrastruc-
ture costs under applicable
(large-load) tariffs and Public
Service Commission require-
ments. The campus demand
would be 2,000 megawatts at
full buildout.

Honstain assured Rubix
would not be the cause of any
potential utility bill hikes, but
he could not answer for Ken-
tucky Power, he said. Kentucky
Power representatives have

stated data centers should
provide relief to individual
consumers.

As for backup power, gener-
ators are planned for outages,
testing and life-safety support
under the current design ap-
proach. Batteries may provide
short-duration backup. Gen-
erator quantities, emissions
controls, testing and operating
limits require final design and
permitting.

Rubix would be required to
comply with EPA regulations.
Known brownfield conditions
require agency oversight,
qualified studies and operating
controls.

Boyd County does not have
planning and zoning authority.
It does not currently admin-
ister planning and zoning
applicable to this property.
Judge-Executive Eric Chaney
and the fiscal court negotiated
a contractual role in reviewing
development plans, according
to Honstain.

Lifting the moratorium
would not mean final project
approval, Honstain said. The
MOU requires a development
agreement before formal coun-
ty site-plan submission.

When the MOU is duly au-
thorized and effective, process
obligations — such as develop-
ment agreement, construction
and operation standards, reim-
bursement of eligible county

costs, county review prior to
permits, qualified studies and
fiscal analysis, and quarterly
updates and coordination —
become binding.

John Holbrook, of Tri-State
Building and Construction
Trades Council, is actively
advocating for the project as
Rubix has strongly indicated it
will use local labor primarily.
The project would entail thou-
sands of construction jobs over
the course of several years.

Holbrook pointed to an
abundance of apprenticeship
opportunities as a major plus.

“There are a lot more pros
than cons,” Holbrook said.
“Let’s do this.”

Gunner Crawford, of Tri-
State Industrial, said utilizing
local labor is a must.

“Let’s not sell out,” he said.

Brandon Robertson agreed
with Holbrook about educa-
tional opportunities connected
to both Rubix and TeraWulf,
which is the data center facility
coming to EastPark Industrial
Park. Robertson says it will
provide avenues for students to
keep them in the area.

The town-hall forum lasted
about two hours. Representa-
tives stuck around to answer
additional questions and
address concerns one on one
with members of the public.
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Fight liver cancer
with the power of }

A new era of non-invasive cancer treatment is now
available only at Cabell Huntington Hospital.

H ea It h To learn more, visit
VS NETWORK cabellhuntington.org/histotripsy.
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