A6 Tuesday, October 6, 2026

The Daily Independent | Ashland, Kentucky

Attorneys need more time in sex crimes case

BY AARON SNYDER
THE DAILY INDEPENDENT

GRAYSON Both the Com-
monwealth’s Attorney’s Office
and defense need a few weeks
to review what is expected to
be “substantial” discovery in
a case that has been active for
more than a year.

Michael Lyons, 34, appeared

in Carter County Circuit Court
Monday morning alongside at-
torney Robert Miller. Lyons is

accused of distributing obscene

material to and procuring or
promoting use of a minor.
Authorities have concluded
their examination of devices,
which Assistant Common-
wealth’s Attorney Barry Brad-
ley confirmed Monday in front

of Judge Rebecca Phillips.

About a year ago during a
bond hearing, Bradley argued
Lyons is a “grown man who
picked up a kid at VBS (Vaca-
tion Bible School).”

Lyons is in the Carter Coun-
ty Detention Center on charges
that occurred while he was
out on bond from a Greenup
County case. In Greenup

County, Lyons faces 33 counts
of first-degree criminal abuse
(of a child 12 and under), stem-
ming from allegations from a
special needs classroom at Mc-
Kell Elementary.

Court records show Lyons
began communicating via
Snapchat with a 13-year-old he
encountered at a VBS at a Car-
ter County church in June 2025.

Based on the June 2025
charges (while out on bond),
Greenup County Circuit Court
Judge Brian McCloud ruled Ly-
ons be jailed on no bond. He’s
been an inmate on no bond
since.

Lyons is due back in court on
Monday, Nov. 2.

(606) 326-2664 |
asnyder@dailyindependent.com

CONGRESSIONAL VOTES, WEEK OF SEPT. 25 TO OCT. 1

BY TARGETED NEWS SERVICE

WASHINGTON Here’s a look at
how area members of Congress
voted over the previous week.

Along with its roll call votes,
this week the Senate also
passed: the Common Cents
Act (H.R. 10167), to direct the
Treasury Department to stop
minting the penny, change the
authorized composition of
the nickel, and authorize cash
transactions to be rounded up
or down to the nearest 5 cents;
the Falun Gong and Victims
of Forced Organ Harvesting
Protection Act (S. 4009), to
provide for imposing sanctions
with respect to forced organ
harvesting within China; the
Making America’s Food Safer
Act (S.4974), to amend the
Federal Food, Drug, and Cos-
metic Act with respect to food
safety; the Terrorism Risk
Insurance Program Reauthori-
zation Act (S. 4395); the Bank-
ruptcy Threshold Adjustment
Act (H.R. 7730), to modify
certain bankruptcy eligibility
requirements.

There were no key votes in
the House this week.

SENATE VOTES

Senate Vote 1:

STATE RULES FOR COL-
LEGE SPORTS: The Senate
has approved an amendment
sponsored by Sen. Tammy
Baldwin, D-Wis., to the Pro-
tect College Sports Act (S.
4668), that would bar states
from adopting measures that
conflict with the bill. Baldwin
said that without the amend-
ment, “the NCAA and athletic
conferences could argue that
state health and safety protec-
tion for athletes conflict with
and prevent compliance with
this bill.” The vote, on Sept. 28,
was 96 yeas to 1 nay.

YEAS: Paul R-KY, McCon-
nell R-KY

Senate Vote 2:

SPORTS ADMISSION

CLASSIFIEDS!

PRICES: The Senate has re-
jected an amendment spon-
sored by Sen. John Kennedy,
R-La., to the Protect College
Sports Act (S. 4668), that
would have capped year-on-
year ticket price increases for
a college sports event at four
percent. Kennedy said: “Let us
do something for the fans. Let
us do something for affordabil-
ity for a change.” An opponent,
Sen. Ted Cruz, R-Texas, said

a ticket price cap “will harm
schools from being able to
respond when market factors
change.” The vote, on Sept. 28,
was 42 yeas to 54 nays.

NAYS: Paul R-KY, McCon-
nell R-KY

Senate Vote 3:

HEALTH INSURANCE IN
COLLEGE SPORTS: The Sen-
ate has rejected an amendment
sponsored by Sen. Cory A.
Booker, D-N.]J., to the Protect
College Sports Act (S. 4668),
that would have raised caps
on funding for health insur-
ance and catastrophic injury
treatments for college athletes.
Booker said it “will provide
greater resources to address
athletes’ long-term injuries
without placing additional
financial burdens on schools.”
An amendment opponent, Sen.
Ted Cruz, R-Texas, said the
funding “comes at the expense
of revenue-share payments.

It comes at the expense of
scholarships and benefits for
student-athletes.” The vote, on
Sept. 28, was 49 yeas to 50 nays.

NAYS: Paul R-KY, McCon-
nell R-KY

Senate Vote 4:

PAY FOR COLLEGE
SPORTS COACHES: The Sen-
ate has rejected an amendment
sponsored by Sen. Cory A.
Booker, D-N.J., to the Protect
College Sports Act (S. 4668),
that would have restricted the
ability for coaches to change
schools and restricted pay for
coaches. Booker said limits the
bill applied to student athletes

should also apply to coaches.
An opponent, Sen. Ted Cruz,
R-Texas, said the amendment
“would put unworkable and
burdensome requirements on
the coaches and hurt the com-
petitiveness of college sports.”
The vote, on Sept. 28, was 47
yeas to 52 nays.

NAYS: Paul R-KY, McCon-
nell R-KY

Senate Vote 5:

REGULATING COLLEGE
SPORTS: The Senate has
passed the Protect College
Sports Act (S. 4668), spon-
sored by Sen. Ted Cruz, R-Tex-
as, to establish various mea-
sures regulating college sports,
especially limits concerning
name, image, or likeness (NIL)
contracts. Cruz said the bill
was “about protecting the un-
derdog and ensuring that each
and every team has the oppor-
tunity to develop and compete
and maybe even make it to the
Final Four next season.” An op-
ponent, Sen. Christopher Mur-
phy, D-Conn., said the bill was
essentially “taking a system
that the Supreme Court said
could not persist under our
law, and we are changing the
law to allow that illegal system
to persist.” The vote, on Sept.
28, was 77 yeas to 22 nays.

NAYS: Paul R-KY

YEAS: McConnell R-KY

Senate Vote 6:

HEALTH INSURANCE
EXCHANGES: The Senate has
rejected a motion to proceed
to a bill (S.]. Res. 197), spon-
sored by Sen. Tammy Baldwin,
D-Wis. The measure would
have cancelled a Department
of Health and Human Services
rule issued this May allowing a
wider range of health insurance
plans to be sold on individual
insurance exchanges. Baldwin
claimed that keeping the rule
would result in “more Amer-
icans buying worse care that
does not cover necessary ser-
vices, from routine checkups to
life-threatening emergencies.”

The vote to proceed, on Sept.
29, was 48 yeas to 51 nays.

NAYS: Paul R-KY, McCon-
nell R-KY

Senate Vote 7:

ISRAEL AND HUMAN
RIGHTS: The Senate has re-
jection a motion to discharge
from its Foreign Relations
Committee a bill (S. Res. 852),
sponsored by Sen. Chris Van
Hollen, D-Md., to request
information from the State
Department on Israel’s human
rights practices, especially
the alleged killing of nine U.S.
citizens by Israelis in the past
five years. Van Hollen said the
report would work toward re-
ceiving accountability from Is-
rael for the deaths, and thereby
discourage future human rights
abuses against both Americans
and Palestinians. An opponent,
Sen. Steve Daines, R-Mont.,
called the bill “another cynical
ploy by Democrats to isolate
our closest ally in the region
and to turn Israel’s righteous
war of self-defense into a do-
mestic political issue.” The vote
to discharge, on Sept. 29, was
47 yeas to 51 nays.

YEAS: Paul R-KY

NAYS: McConnell R-KY

Senate Vote 8:

INSIDER TRADING AND
CONGRESS: The Senate has
rejected cloture on a motion
to proceed to the Stop Insid-
er Trading Act (H.R. 7008),
sponsored by Rep. Bryan Steil,
R-Wis., to bar members of
Congress and their spouses
and dependent children from
buying publicly traded stocks,
and require prior public noti-
fication for their planned sales
of stocks. Another bill provi-
sion would require voters in
federal government elections
to provide photo identification
of themselves at ballot sites.

A supporter, Senate Majority
Leader John Thune, R-S.D.,
said the stocks provision would
hold members of Congress to

a good ethical standard, and

the photo id provision would
prevent illegal voting. An op-
ponent, Sen. Chris Van Hollen,
D-Md., said: “This bill creates
superficial changes to ethics
standards while undermining
the right to vote.” The vote,

on Sept. 30, was 53 yeas to 47
nays, with a three-fifths majori-
ty required.

YEAS: Paul R-KY, McCon-
nell R-KY

Senate Vote 9:

ELECTRICITY COSTS:

The Senate has rejected cloture
on a motion to proceed to the
Ratepayer Protection Act (H.R.
9340), sponsored by Rep. Gabe
Evans, R-Colo., to require state
regulators to consider imple-
mentation of a federal standard
for assigning electrical genera-
tion and grid costs to large-load
customers. A bill supporter,
Senate Majority Leader John
Thune, R-S.D., said it was “de-
signed to protect hard-working
Americans from the increased
energy costs associated with
data centers.” An opponent,
Sen. Martin Heinrich, D-N.M.,
said: “This is nothing more
than a messaging bill on the eve
of an election. Rather than vol-
untary pledges or vague sugges-
tions to states, Congress needs
to pass a law with real teeth.”
The vote, on Sept. 30, was 57
yeas to 43 nays, with a three-
fifths majority required.

YEAS: Paul R-KY, McCon-
nell R-KY

Senate Vote 10:

LABOR SECRETARY: The
Senate has confirmed the nom-
ination of Keith Sonderling to
be Labor Secretary. Sonderling
has been the agency’s deputy
secretary for a year and a half,
following time in two labor-re-
lated posts in the first Trump
administration, and a labor
lawyer career in Florida. The
vote, on Sept. 30, was 47 yeas
to 41 nays.

YEAS: Paul R-KY

NOT VOTING: McConnell
R-KY

TO ADVERTISE CALL

606-326-2600

YARD SALE!

UPCOMING EVENTS

HELP WANTED!

TRAILER FOR RENT!

MULTI

FAMILY
YARD SALE

111 New Hampshire Dr
1 MILE OFF 23 ON RT. 5

SATURDAY
OCTOBER 10TH
9:00 AM-2:00 PM

Kids/Girls Clothes, Toys, Books,
Girls & Women's Shoes, Dishes,
Household ltems, Pioneer Woman
Kitchen, Halloween Costumes,

Holiday Items & More!

COIN
SHOW!

SATURDAY
OCT 17™

Mount Vernon
Baptist Church

2150 Mount Vernon Rd.
HURRICANE, WV

WANTED!
SALES REP FOR
HEALTH & WEIGHT

LOSS COMPANY

LOSE UP TO
17 LBS IN 7 DAYS
UNLIMITED INCOME!
MEETING TUESDAY
NIGHTS

AT THE CARL PERKINS
CENTER ROOM C

859-948-4376

304-543-1107

For More Information

TRAILER FOR RENT
3 BEDROOM

2 BATH
$725.00/M0

OFF U.S. 23 ON
BLAINE STREET

606-624-9208
606-483-1722

TRAILER FOR RENT
WESTWOOD
AREA

2 BEDROOM, 1 BATH
INCLUDES STOVE
AND REFRIGERATOR
W/D HOOK UP

$1,000 per mo

$1,000 Deposit. No HUD.
No Pets. Utilities Not Included.
Must Mow Own Grass.

606-325-7079

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES!

LEGALS!

SIDING/SOFFITT

KITCHEN

& BATH
REMODELING

INT/EXT PAINTING

FREE ESTIMATES
Call David Summers

606-371-0261

TREE&
SHRUB

TRIMMING
Se

REMOVAL
FREE EST.
PLEASE LEAVE MSG
928-2007
465-332S

Sale for BLUEGRASS
FLEET MAINTENANCE,
INC. dba
AFFORDABLE TOWING
Date of Sale
October 14th, 2026
at 9:00am
Auction will be held at
Bluegrass Fleet Maintenance,
101 Armco Blvd.
Ashland, Ky. 41101
2007 CHRYSLER
CROSSFIRE
VIN: 1C3LN65L37X072403
2003 HYUNDAI
SANTE FE
VIN: KM 8SC73E7EU492759
2001 CADILLAC
SEVILLE
VIN: 1G6KY549X1U286928

Help Wanted e Professional Services
For Sale/Wanted to Buy ltems
Auctions/Estate Sales ® Vehicles Sales
Yard/Garage Sales ® Upcoming Events
Real Estate Sales or Rental Property

TO ADVERTISE:
606-326-2600



