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ACTC employee returns after
16 years to finish degree

ASHLAND (ACTC) Six-
teen years after first en-
rolling at Ashland Com-
munity and Technical
College, ACTC student
records specialist, Betsy
Kitts, crossed the com-
mencement stage with an
associate in arts degree.

For Kitts, this was a
milestone that represent-
ed far more than a com-
pletion of coursework.

It represented the ful-
fillment of a promise to
herself, a brighter future
for her family, and proof
that it is never too late to
finish what you start.

“I'wanted to finish
what I started nearly 16
years ago when I first
attended ACTC right
out of high school,” Kitts
said. “Walking across the
stage was more than just
receiving a piece of paper
for me. It was proof that
my past mistakes don’t
define my future, and it
was validation for every
late night and stress-
ful morning I pushed
through.”

Kitts says returning to
college while working as
a full-time employee pre-
sented challenges. In ad-
dition to her professional
responsibilities, she
balanced raising children
and managing her own
embroidery business, re-
quiring close attention to
detail and discipline.

“I'had to manage my
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time extremely well and
rely heavily on my plan-
ner to ensure I was stay-
ing on track,” she said.
“There were a lot of late
nights and early morn-
ings, but I kept remind-
ing myself that it was
temporary and would be
worth it once the semes-
ter was over.”

One of her favorite
experiences came from
her ART 100 course with
Professor Fosterwelsh,
where her passion for
creativity was able to
extend beyond the class-
room.

“I'love art and creating
things,” Kitts said. “My
kids would get involved
and help me come up
with ideas to create for
my assignments. It was
a great experience wit-
nessing their little minds
come up with suggestions
and sharing that part of
my journey with them.”

Experiencing ACTC
from both the employee
and student perspectives
also gave her a deeper ap-
preciation for the college

community.

“On the staff side, I
see how hard everyone
works to support our
campus. On the student
side, I get to directly ex-
perience that support,”
she said. “Walking the
campus with both mind-
sets has made me appre-
ciate the ACTC commu-
nity so much more.”

Kitts says that earn-
ing her associates has
strengthened her confi-
dence and opened new
possibilities for the fu-
ture, as she is now work-
ing towards obtaining a
degree in agriculture.

“Getting this degree
made me realize how
capable I am,” she said.
“I'm more confident with
myself and my ability to
provide for my family.”

Kitts says she feels a
sense of pride and ac-
complishment when she
looks back on her aca-
demic journey. She chose
to persevere through a
hard season and was de-
termined not to let it be
the end of her journey.

For those considering
returning to college, Kitts
encourages them to not
let time or circumstances
get in their way.

“Just go for it,” she said.
“It may be difficult, but
you’ll be glad you did.”
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Believing a younger minister could
revitalize the church, the elders
sought —
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106 YOUR READING HOURS BEGINNING JUNE 1!

- SUMMER READING 2026
FOR KIDS & ADULTS

REGISTER AT THEBOOKPLACE.BEANSTACK.ORG

Earn a prize for every 5 hours
you complete —up to 20 hours!

Audiobooks count, too! Reach 20 hours and pick
a book of your choice worth up to $30. Hit the
program goal by reading just 20 minutes a day!

o
thebookplace.org
(606) 329-0090
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PUBLIC HEARING
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING ON PROPOSED
PROPERTY TAX RATES

Notice is hereby given that the City of Greenup, Kentucky, will hold
a public hearing on the proposed property tax rates for the
upcoming fiscal year.

The public hearing will be held on Aug. 12, 2026 at 6:00pm at
City Hall, 1005 Walnut Street, Greenup, Kentucky.

The purpose of this hearing is to receive public comments regarding
the proposed property tax rates and the revenue expected to be
generated from those rates. All interested people are invited to
attend and be heard.

Following the public hearing, the City Council may take action to
adopt the property tax rates at
a subsequent meeting or as otherwise permitted by law.

For additional information, please contact the City Clerk’s Office at
(606)473-7331 or cegreenup@greenupky.net.

City of Greenup, Kentucky
2025 Adopted Tax Rate=.1309, 2025 -

Proposed Revenue= $79,033.99
2026 Proposed Tax Rate= .1337 - Proposed Revenue= $82,423.70
2026 Compensating Tax Rate= .1286 - 2026 Compensating Tax
Revenue = $79,279.66
2026 New Property = $303.67 - 2026 Personal Property= $7,221.53
*Tax Revenue to be used to fund Police/Fire operations
*General Assembly has required publication of this advertisement
Published July 30, 2026 & August 1, 2026
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HANK AARON IS FROM HERE. SO IS AMERICA'S ORIGINAL MARDI GRAS. Mobile, Alabama has been hosting successful meetings for more than 300 years. We invite you

and your group to experience this exciting port city for yourself. Stay in the heart of the excitement at Renaissance Riverview Plaza. From family reunions to association

meetings to corporate conventions, Renaissance Riverview offers 373 affordable guest rooms, great meeting space and four diamond service. See magnificent views

of Mobile Bay or downtown’s historic architecture from your room. Sample the freshest seafood or great steaks and walk to Mobile’s arts and entertainment districts.

COME EXPERIENCE OUR HOSPITALITY, HISTORY AND HERITAGE. Meet me in Mobile. Let our meeting experts assist in planning your next gathering. To learn more visit

www.renaissanceriverview.com or call 251.415.3715. www.rtjresorts.com.
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