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Out of the Blue

Pope hopeful
Williams can
return to court

By KEITH TAYLOR
Kentucky Today

LEXINGTON (KT) — Ken-
tucky guard Kam Williams
could return to the lineup
sooner rather than later.

Williams has missed the past
seven games after breaking his
foot in an 85-80 win over Tex-
as on Jan. 21. Kentucky coach
Mark Pope said Williams is
progressing well in the re-
covery process on Thursday,
ahead of the team’s contest at
Auburn on Saturday.

“We’re optimistic, because
we’re always optimistic,”
Pope said. “The timeline is
tight, and I don’t know how
much has been publicly talked
about the specifics of his
injury. Yes, I've been really
vague, right?

“But, here’s a real chance that
at some point, if we extend the
season out long enough that
(he could) come back and help
us, and we’re excited for that
to happen.”

Williams was averaging 6.9
points per game before the
injury and had become part
of the team’s starting rota-
tion. Pope said Williams had
earned his spot at the time
after a slow start earlier this
season.

“I harken back to games
early in the season where
he didn’t really play at all in
the first half, then got some
minutes the second half, and
he’d been unbelievable on the
bench, like full of enthusiasm,
and then came into the game
and had a huge impact,” Pope
recalled.

“That’s how he earned him-
self a starting spot and why he
grew so much.”

The Kentucky coach wasn’t
as optimistic about Jayden
Quaintance, who has missed
the past 11 games because of
swelling in his foot. Pope’s
update on the sophomore
forward was similar to last
week’s update.

“Right now he’s not ready,
and we’re not gonna roll him
out there until he’s 100 percent
and he’s a ways from that,”
he said. “We haven’t incorpo-
rated him back into practice
and so that’s complicated. I
don’t know how optimistic I
am about that.

“Like I said, he’s making
great progress, but just so you
know, with a guy as explo-
sive is he is, he’s got to be 100
percent ready and so we’re
working slowly (with him).”

Kentucky coach Mark Pope watches from the sidelines during Kentucky’s 86-78 loss to Georgia on
Feb. 17 at Rupp Arena. The Wildcats began the week with a rare three-game losing streak.

I< entucky is trending in
reverse following three

straight setbacks for the first
time since cardboard fans and
fake noise filled the stands in
the forgettable 2020-21 season.

Coach Mark Pope probably
wishes he could block out the
noise of negativity that filtered
through social media after the
Wildcats dropped a 75-74 deci-
sion to Auburn last Saturday, a
contest that featured a contro-
versial finish down the stretch.

The Tigers connected on the
game-winning basket on an
offensive putback with 1.2
seconds after Collin Chandler
was called for an offensive
foul for allegedly pushing off
on an inbounds play. The late
call was a hot topic in Pope’s
postgame press conference.

“We’re not allowed to talk
about the referees,” Pope said.
“You guys saw it and I think
sometimes it’s just super
personal, so I'm not allowed
to comment on the referees.

I won’t comment on the ref-
erees. It’s just unfortunate. It
didn’t cost us the game. We're
in control of the game and

so (we need to) find ways to
win.”

The team’s locker room
following the loss, Pope said,
was one filled with anger
instead of disappointment.

“We refuse to give control
to people who are outside of

our program,”
he said. “{We)
refuse, regard-
less of how per-
sonal it might
get or how bad
it might get. We
refuse to give
control to fans, Keith Tavlor
to give control

to anybody else associated
with this game, regardless of
how blatantly people are try-
ing to make this not happen.
We refuse to give them our
power. That's what I talked
about.”

The players were also re-
alistic and didn’t place total
blame for the loss on the of-
ficials.

“Multiple times we could
have won it,” said Otega
Oweh, who scored a career-
high 29 points against the
Tigers. “... (we) got a bad
whistle at that end. We (were)
playing physically the whole
game and (they called) a push
off. ... We (tried) to create
space. It's an unfortunate call
but, even with that, we still
could have won.”

Kentucky, which opened
the week 17-10 and 8-6 in the
Southeastern Conference, has
four games remaining in the
regular season. It’s a two-week
stretch that began with a road
game at league cellar-dweller
South Carolina, followed
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by a home rematch against
Vanderbilt, a road game at
Texas A&M and the home fi-
nale against conference leader
Florida.

“We have 48 hours to turn
this around,” Pope said.
“We’ve got a massive game at
South Carolina. We’re going
to go find a way to win it, be-
cause that’s what we do. We're
not giving away our power.
We don’t make excuses. We
don’t do that regardless of
what is happening, regard-
less of how disgraceful things
are. We don’t give away our
power, regardless of how
embarrassing, personal, awful
and unacceptable things are.
We refuse to give away our
power.”

Despite the recent setbacks,
the Wildcats have shown
they’re capable of turn-
ing things around amid the
struggles.

Kentucky won eight of nine
games after a blowout loss at
Vanderbilt in January and won
five in a row after two straight
setbacks to open the SEC
campaign.

“We’re coming to compete,”
Pope warned future oppo-
nents. “We're a little short-
handed right now, but we
have control over winning and
losing ... we’re not sitting here
trying to consider nonsense.
We're trying to win games.”
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HELP WANTED

FOR SALE!

King’s Daughters

ESTATE
SALES!

Medical Specialties, Inc. seeks
GASTROENTEROLOGIST
IN ASHLAND
KENTUCKY REQUIREMENTS:
MD or DO or for Degree Equiv, Internal
Medicine Residency, Gastroenterology
Fellowship, & KY Medical License

Send Resume to
Leslee.McLeod@kdmec.kdhs.us

MOBILE
HOME

FOR SALE!
1983 FLEETWOOD
3BR, 1BA
“AS 1S” CONDITION
MUST BE
MOVED!

CALL
606.547.7571

HAVE TWO (2]
COMPLETE
SETS OF GOINS

Peace Silver Dollars,
Walking Liberty Half
Dollars, Nice Sets!

$2,000
BOTH SETS
740.533.3870

CEMETERY PLOT
FOR SALE!
At Rose Hill
Burial Park

Priceis
$3,000 FIRM!
CALL
606.781.5855

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES!

SWISS

Builders
We De:

Pole Barns, Decks,
Houses, Garages,
Roofing & More!

859-274-8699

C& A

TREE
SERVICE

Over 40 Years Experience!

EMERGENCY J J¢
SERVICE! /

r 2 V4 4

CALL
740-894-1085

Construction
= . RELIABLE

-- -'-M:‘- Handyman
< _No Job Too Big
or TOO SMALL!

CALL CHRIS

FOR RENT

LEGALS

3BR Brick A-Frame
2 BA, 2-Car Garage

830 OLD TOWN
BRANCH ROAD
GRAYSON, KY

$7 5 o UTII.ITIES

AMAGE
PER MO. DEPOSIT

No Pets Inside/References Required

606-474-5707

Leave Message, We Will Call You Back

DEFAULT SALE
10:00AM ON THURSDAY
FEBRUARY 26, 2026
LIBERTY STORAGE
RENTALS LLC AT
AT 640 HEABERLIN ROAD,
WURTLAND, KY. 41144.
Bldg. A, Space 30
Bldg. C, Space 94 & 108
Bldg. D, Space 123
Bldg. 3, Spaces 137 & 144
Bldg H, Spaces 179, 195, 214 & 215
Bldg. I Space 245, 248, 249
Bldg. J, Spaces 257, 262
Bldg. K, Space 298
Bldg. M, Space 322, Ad
Bldg. N, Spaces 336, 359, 361, & 362

606-541-1181
|_FREE ESTIMATES! |

WANTED TO BUY

Carpentry-Painting
Decks/Metal Roofs
Doors/Windows
& Room Editions

[ DEPENDH
rd ) 8 NS REL

VETERAN OWNED
REFERENCES!

606.369.6472

LOOKING FOR A
TRACT OF
TIMBER

IN GREENUP OR
CARTER COUNTIES!

PAY 55%

PER LOAD

$5.00 PER TON
ON PAPERWOOD
For More Info Call Ted Bertram

ESTATE SALE
of the Late
RUSSELL &

BONNIE BRYAN

10818
BRYAN DRIVE

CATLETTSBURG, KY
THURS - FRI » SAT: 9-4

SUN 9-2
By The Jungue Ladces
Antique Cars & 2014 Ford Truck
HOUSE & GARAGE PACKED!

Estatesales.net

LIVING
ESTATE
SALE!

16819 PRIMROSE LN
CATLETTSBURG
THURS & FRI: 2AM-4PM
SATURDAY 9AM-2PM
FEBRUARY 19TH-21ST

www.estatsales.net/
KY/Catlettsburg/41129/480277

HELD BY REGGIE'S ATTIC

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES
REAL ESTATE SALES OR
RENTAL PROPERTY
AUCTIONS/ESTATE SALES
VEHICLES SALES
YARD/GARAGE SALES
HELP WANTED & MORE

TO ADVERTISE CALL

606-326-2600



