
 

Your daughter is likely
correct. There are two
factors which come into
play in your daughter’s
circumstance – one is
the Annual Earnings
Test (for those collecting
early SS benefits), and
the other relates to Fed-
eral income tax on SS
benefits received. I’ll try
to clarify both of these
for you:
f your daughter claims
her widow’s benefit at
age 62, her benefit will
be significantly reduced
(by approximately 20+%)
from what she would get
at her SS full retirement

Dear Rusty:

Dear Worried Mom:

My
question is not for me,
but for my daughter,
who 62 years is old.
She does not want to
take her Social Security
now. Her husband was
a doctor and passed
away recently. She had
been married to him for
more than 10 years
and, in the meantime,
he married someone
else. I thought the pres-
ident erased taxes on
earned money so that
people could collect
what was due them no
matter what they
earned. My daughter
keeps telling me she
has already earned too
much this year and can-
not collect her widow's
benefits until next year.
I don't understand what
no tax on Social Secu-
rity means then. Also,
she wants to wait until
she is 67 before she
collects her own money.
She has been a nurse
and believes her own
benefits may be larger
than her widow's bene-
fits. Is she correct to
wait for that long?
Signed: Worried Mom

I

age, and that would be a
permanent reduction.
And, if she works (which
you imply she does) she
would also be subject to
Social Security’s Annual
Earnings Test (AET)
which limits how much
she can earn by working
prior to reaching her SS
full retirement age (her
“FRA,” which is age 67).

The earnings limit for
2026 is $24,480 (changes
yearly) and, if her annual
2026 earnings exceed
that amount, Social Secu-
rity will take away $1 of
benefits for every $2 she
is over the annual limit.
For example, if she is
$25,000 over the limit,
SS would take way bene-
fits equal to $12,500.
That would mean she
wouldn’t get any SS ben-
efits for the remainder of
this year and likely some
of next year also.

And, if her earnings
are significantly more
than the annual limit,
she may even be tem-
porarily ineligible to
receive a widow’s benefit
(until she either reaches
her FRA or earns less
money). FYI, the Annual
Earnings Test will go
away when your
daughter reaches age 67
but, until then, the AET
will likely restrict her
ability to receive Social
Security benefits if she
continues to work full
time.

The next factor to be
aware of is the so-called
“One Big Beautiful Bill”
(OBBB) which the presi-
dent claimed means “no
tax on Social Security.”
This is an entirely differ-
ent factor than the
Annual Earnings Test
(AET) described above.
The above AET discus-
sion dealt with SS earn-
ings limits while taking
benefits before FRA,
whereas the OBBB deals

with income tax on
Social Security benefits
actually received.

The OBBB (enacted
last year) provides an
extra $6,000 deduction
per person (on the tax
return filed with the IRS)
for those 65 years of age
or older. That extra IRS
deduction is designed to
offset (either totally or
partially) any income tax
which is levied on Social
Security benefits
received by those age 65
or older. It’s also impor-
tant to know that the
OBBB only provides
temporary income tax
relief, because the law
expires after the 2028
income tax year.

All of which leads me
to conclude that your
daughter’s decision to
wait longer to claim her
widow’s benefit from her
deceased ex-husband is
a prudent choice. As
long as she is working
and earning more than
the annual earnings limit
before age 67, the AET
will restrict how much
Social Security she is
able to receive.

If she later stops work-
ing or goes to part-time
employment, she can
revisit her decision at
that time. And, depend-
ing on her own person-
ally earned Social Secu-
rity benefit amount at
age 67 (vs. her widow’s
benefit), she can assess
whether to claim her
personal SS retirement
benefit or to, instead,
claim her benefit as her
ex-husband’s widow if
that amount is larger
than her own SS retire-
ment. And, unless
Congress later extends
the OBBB prior to 2029,
she will, at that time,
likely need to pay
income tax on the Social
Security benefits she
receives.

This article is intended
for information purposes
only and does not repre-
sent legal or financial
guidance. It presents the
opinions and interpreta-
tions of the AMAC Foun-
dation’s staff, trained and
accredited by the
National Social Security
Association (NSSA).
NSSA and the AMAC
Foundation and its staff
are not affiliated with or
endorsed by the Social
Security Administration
or any other governmen-
tal entity. To submit a
question, visit our web-
site (http://amacfounda-
tion.org/services) or
email us at ssadvi-
sor@amacfounda-
tion.org).

Ask Rusty
RUSSELL GLOOR

ASSOCIATION OF MATURE 
AMERICAN CITIZENS

LOS ANGELES — The
torch relay for the 2028
Los Angeles Olympics
will begin in Atlanta,
home of the last U.S.
Summer Games in 1996,
and travel through all 50
states, organizers
announced Tuesday.

The Olympic flame will
be lit in Olympia, Greece,
the birthplace of the
Olympic Games, before
beginning its journey
around the United States
in spring 2028. The full
route for the torch relay
will be announced in
2027.

LA28 organizers say
the relay will be one of
the largest in Olympic
history, passing through
iconic and internationally

renowned landmarks,
stopping at major cultural
and sporting events and
hosting festival celebra-
tions in select cities
nationwide.

"Every Olympic Games
begins with a single
flame, and carrying that
flame to Los Angeles is an
honor and privilege that
we’ll share with every
corner of the country, as
Americans in all 50 states
carry the flame on its path
to our Opening Cere-
mony,” LA28 chair and
president Casey Wasser-
man said in a statement.

Atlanta Mayor Andre
Dickens said the city will
be proud to welcome the
Olympic flame back 32
years after hosting the
centennial Summer
Games.

Atlanta to launch

2028 Olympic torch relay
ASSOCIATED PRESS
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When you use a local business, it helps increase local employment
opportunities and keeps money in the local community!

HFC Cabinets, Inc.
Cynthiana

HomeBuilders AssociationMember Member

Kitchen Cabinets
108 S. Main St. • Cynthiana

Open by appointment
Call Don Grose (859) 298-0005

Flooring, Cabinets &Granite
271 Blackbird Lane, Cynthiana Ky 41031

LUMBER

WHEN BUILDING, CHECK WITH US!
208 E. Pleasant St., Cynthiana

859-234-2242
www.poindexterlumber.net

Andrea N.
Bussell, Esq.
606-401-2049
106 E Main St,
Carlisle, KY
www.ablawky.com

859-234-0888
49 KY-32

Cynthiana, KY 41031

www.allisonrealtygrp.com

859-289-6888
8355Maysville Rd.

Carlisle,Kentucky 40311
www.allisonsgifts.com

AllisonsConcrete@hotmail.com

• Fountains • BirdBaths
•Memorial Items

•GardenDecor •Gifts

FRANKLIN’S
TREE SERVICE
Trimming and Removal,

Stump Grinding

FRANKLIN’S
BARN & FENCE
SpRAy pAINTINg

Barns, Fence and Roofs
FREE ESTImATES INSuREd

Cynthiana, Ky.

859-588-4266

Ben Clifford
859-234-6956

Clifford Tree
Services LLC

• Tree Trimming & Removal
• Trimming from power lines

• Storm Clean-up
• Fully Insured • Free Estimates

• References Available

PEACE OF MIND...
ONE ROOF AT A TIME!

Metal Roof Specialists
859-421-4144

Licensed
Insured
15 years of
Experience

Matthew Sunley 859-707-8125

LP GAS

Cynthiana Co-op
1236 US Highway 27 South • 859-234-2161

• Feed
• Seed
• Fence

• Fertilizer
• Vegetable Seed

PROPANEROOF REPAIR SPECIALIST
1st Quality
Roofing

specializes in all
roof repairs

If it leaks we can fix it in
a professional manner
for a reasonable price.
Free estimates
859-954-8845

Watch your business
grow! Advertise in
this spot for as low
as $10 a week.

Call 859-234-1035
to sign up.

JOHN KING & SONS LLC
LocaL custom buiLders
Houses, horse or pole barns

& storage buildings.

Call 859-621-5553

MADE
YOU

Advertise in this spot
for ONLY $10 a week.
Call 859-234-1035 to sign up today.

HARRISON COUNTY TAXPAYERS NOTICE
The 2026 Harrison County property tax bills are now due and payable. If
you do not receive your bill in the next few days please contact the Harris-
on County Sheriff’s Office. When mailing in your payment please include
the tax bill and put the bill number on your check. If you wish to have a
paid receipt returned to you, please enclose a self-addressed stamped en-
velope. The following are the collection dates:

2% Discount: October 1, 2026-November 1, 2026
Face Amount: November 2, 2026-December 31, 2026

5% Penalty: January 1, 2027-January 31, 2027
21% Penalty: February 1, 2027 –April 15, 2027

Important Notes:
*PLEASE MAIL IN PAYMENTS USING A CHECK OR MONEY ORDER.
WE HAVE A DRIVE THROUGH WINDOW THAT YOU CAN ACCESS
BETWEEN 8:30AM AND 4:30 PM MONDAY-FRIDAY. WE HAVE A
NIGHT DEPOSIT THAT CAN BE USED ANY TIME.
WE ALSO HAVE AN ONLINE PAYMENT OPTION ON OUR WEBSITE
www.hcsoky.com

* IF YOUR TAXES ARE PAID BY A MORTGAGE COMPANY, YOU
MUST FORWARD THE BILL TO THEM IMMEDIATELY.

* IF YOU ARE 65 OR OLDER OR TOTALLY DISABLED AND DO NOT
RECEIVE THE EXEMPTION, CONTACT THE PROPERTY VALUATION
ADMINISTRATOR BEFORE YOU PAY YOUR BILL.

* ALL UNPAID TAXES WILL BE TURNED OVER TO THE COUNTY
CLERK AS OF APRIL 15TH.

  B4 THE CYNTHIANA DEMOCRAT  Friday, October 2, 2026


