
much as possible. We’re
very thankful that there’s
quite a bit of activity for
kids interested in the arts.”

Allison Earlywine from
the High School helped with
application and the process
to make it work for students.
It’s an online application
that requires some cre-
ativity. One of the fun
questions is about which
award show applicants
would like to attend, like
the Oscars or Tony awards.

Rohs Opera House owner
and RTC board member,
Roger Slade, noted,
“Everybody was excited
about it. Part of our mission
is live productions, but also
to help in education and
the arts. We just wanted
to help out. We’re in a place
now financially that we can
do something like this. And
with Becky being our first
artistic director, it felt like
a good way to honor her.
It’s another way to give back
to the arts. Hopefully in
the future we can do more
or a bigger one.”

And current RTC
President, Casey Newcomb,
reiterated the excitement.

“It’s wonderful, I’ll start
there,” stated Newcomb.
“We always want to col-
laborate with the students
more, because that’s the
future of the theater. And
for a long time it wasn’t
a big part of our school

system. So it’s good to give
back to the kids, even just
a little bit. We just wanted
to give them an opportunity.
And having it be the Becky
Smith scholarship was a
wonderful idea by Kendal.
It’s just really wonderful.”

After several years of
successful productions, the
RTC has been able to build
enough of a financial
foundation that giving back
is possible.

“We’re in pretty good
shape right now,” stated
Newcomb. “It’d be cool to
even expand it in the future.
There’s a really good group
of kids in theater right now.
The youngest group we
have right now at the
elementary level is great,
including the high school
level. We had such a hole
for a while that it’s exciting
to see theater at every level
for kids now. For the
longest time it just wasn’t
there.”

In addition to helping
the students, the board was
happy to do their part in
honoring former director
Smith in any way that they
could.

“The board was abso-
lutely on board,” elaborated
Newcomb. “We
wouldn’t be where we’re
at without her, so it’s the
least we could do. She’s
done a heck of a lot. Becky
was so so honored and just
was completely taken aback
that we did it. She was
shocked and absolutely in
awe over it, it was really
sweet.”
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On Saturday, March 28,
Petals & Lapels had it's grand
opening with a joyous ribbon-
cutting. What was once Hal's
Flowers, the building at 303
S. Church St. has been ren-
ovated and stands tall with a
new shine and name.

Proprietor of Petals &
Lapels, Josh Jenkins, was
surrounded by family, friends
and supporters as he opened
the doors almost a year since
they'd last closed.

The day was filled with utter
joy as the building was filled
to the rafters with people in
support of Jenkins.

"I'm loving the day," noted
Jenkins. "The day's been great,
full of excitement. It's just so
wonderful to be back in
business and open!"

Just last year on April 2,
April Fools Day arrived late
with a cruel joke on Hal's with
a random electrical fire in the
cooler room where the flowers
were stored.

Thanks to quick-acting from
Cynthiana and Harrison
County Fire Departments as
well as the Cynthiana Police
Department, the building was
mostly salvaged. A lot of the
response time was due to the
happenstance of Assistant
Chief of Police Robert Peak
eating next-door at Leono's
and his noticing the smoke

from the window.
"It was as quick as it could

be," noted Jenkins on the
response time to the fire.

Owner Jenkins noted that
electrical wires above the

building were culprit to the
fire. The age of the building
is up for debate, according
to Jenkins, but items found
when digging through the
place indicate that it's been

around since at-least 1951.
"It started out as a small

train depot building," added
Jenkins. "Super small train
depot. We found that out when
we re-did the floor pattern."

As of the re-opening, the
place looks immaculate with
a stunning floor and welcoming
atmosphere. And the cooling
room in the back where the
flowers are stored is back in
tip-top shape, just in time for
Spring.

Since the fire, Jenkins noted
that the community has rallied
around him and the business,
though it didn't surprise him.

"Oh yes, absolutely they've
rallied around us, it's Cyn-
thiana," joked Jenkins. "It's
the best place for small
businesses and just life in
general and the community
always comes together for
everybody."

As the name suggests,
Petals & Lapels offers a large
variety of flowers and outfit
rentals and the timing couldn't
be better with prom season
peeking right around the
corner.

"It's prom season, we're in
full tuxedo and suit mode,"
noted Jenkins. "We've got
flowers galore. We'll be adding
candy bouquets to our lineup
soon and we're just excited
to be back and help anybody
that we can with events,
weddings, dances, prom,
whatever we can do."

Petals & Lapels opens

with pomp and circumstance
BY DEVON WILLIAMS

NEWS REPORTER

Devon Williams

P&L owner Josh Jenkins and staff are already off to a
busy start after their grand opening.

Devon Williams

Petals & Lapels opened with a ribbon-cutting
surrounded by family, friends and supporters.
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When you use a local business, it helps increase local employment
opportunities and keeps money in the local community!

HFC Cabinets, Inc.
Cynthiana

HomeBuilders AssociationMember Member

Kitchen Cabinets
108 S. Main St. • Cynthiana

Open by appointment
Call Don Grose (859) 298-0005

Flooring, Cabinets &Granite
271 Blackbird Lane, Cynthiana Ky 41031

LUMBER

WHEN BUILDING, CHECK WITH US!
208 E. Pleasant St., Cynthiana

859-234-2242
www.poindexterlumber.net

Andrea N.
Bussell, Esq.
606-401-2049
106 E Main St,
Carlisle, KY
www.ablawky.com

859-234-0888
49 KY-32

Cynthiana, KY 41031

www.allisonrealtygrp.com

859-289-6888
8355Maysville Rd.

Carlisle,Kentucky 40311
www.allisonsgifts.com

AllisonsConcrete@hotmail.com

• Fountains • BirdBaths
•Memorial Items

•GardenDecor •Gifts

FRANKLIN’S
TREE SERVICE
Trimming and Removal,

Stump Grinding

FRANKLIN’S
BARN & FENCE
SpRAy pAINTINg

Barns, Fence and Roofs
FREE ESTImATES INSuREd

Cynthiana, Ky.

859-588-4266

Ben Clifford
859-234-6956

Clifford Tree
Services LLC

• Tree Trimming & Removal
• Trimming from power lines

• Storm Clean-up
• Fully Insured • Free Estimates

• References Available

Pleasant Street
Tire & Auto

Se

be

Service like it used to be &
service the way it ought to be.
NEW & USED TIRES, OIL CHANGES,

BRAKES & AUTO REPAIRS.
Complete computer diagnostic available.

401W Pleasant St • 234-1333
Major credit cards accepted

PEACE OF MIND...
ONE ROOF AT A TIME!

Metal Roof Specialists
859-421-4144

Licensed
Insured
15 years of
Experience

Matthew Sunley 859-707-8125

LP GAS

Cynthiana Co-op
1236 US Highway 27 South • 859-234-2161

• Feed
• Seed
• Fence

• Fertilizer
• Vegetable Seed

PROPANEROOF REPAIR SPECIALIST
1st Quality
Roofing

specializes in all
roof repairs

If it leaks we can fix it in
a professional manner
for a reasonable price.
Free estimates
859-954-8845

Watch your
business grow!
Advertise in this
spot for as low as
$10 a week. Call
859-234-1035 or

email advertising@
cynthianademocrat.

com to sign up.

ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS
The Harrison County Fiscal Court is now accepting applications

for both full-time and part-time positions with the
Cynthiana-Harrison County Parks & Recreation Department.

Applications may be obtained online at
www.harrisoncountyfiscalcourt.com/news&info.
Applications can also be obtained at or mailed to:

Harrison County Fiscal Court, 111 S. Main St., Ste 201,
Cynthiana, KY 41031.

Applications will be accepted until 4:00p.m. on April 17, 2026.

An Equal Opportunity Employer M/F/D.

The Harrison County Fiscal Court will be receiving sealed bids
for the repair/replacement of a drainage system for the kennels
at the Flora Shropshire Animal Shelter. Specifications can be ob-
tained from the County Judge’s office. Bids will be opened April
28, 2026 at 5:30 p.m. in the Harrison County Courthouse Com-
munity Room. Bids must be in the County Judge’s office by
Noon, April 28, 2026.

The Court reserves the right to accept or reject any/or all bids.

Jason Marshall
Harrison County Judge Executive

The Harrison County Fiscal Court will be receiving sealed bids
for 800-1000 tons of road maintenance salt delivered to the Har-
rison County Road Barn for a one-year period from November 1,
2026 through June 30, 2027. Specifications can be obtained from
the County Judge’s office. Bids will be opened April 28, 2026 at
5:30 p.m. in the Harrison County Courthouse Community Room.
Bids must be in the County Judge’s office by Noon, April 28,
2026.

The Court reserves the right to accept or reject any/or all bids.

Jason Marshall
Harrison County Judge Executive
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