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prerequisite that had 
not been completed be-
fore the current admin-
istration took office.

Emergency 
Management Director 
Greg Cary said the mat-
ter had been discussed 
previously. District 2 
Magistrate Lane Cope 
noted that the demand 
involved one site and 
that additional repay-
ments would follow. 
King agreed, but no 
total for any additional 
repayments was given.

The court approved 
paying the amount 
requested. This is 
part of the million-
dollar-plus payback the 
magistrates opted for at 
a special called meet-
ing, rather than having 
to make the repairs 
previously agreed to for 
disaster funds.

Despite that set-
back, King and Cary 
expressed optimism 
about work with the 
Federal Emergency 
Management Agency 
and Kentucky 
Emergency 
Management on the 
county’s more recent 
flood recovery. County 
employees and mag-
istrates have been 
helping document road 
damage, and King 
said improved com-
munication and timely 
responses would be 
essential to keeping 
projects moving.

Finance office transi-
tion approved

Eugenia Fergusion 
was recognized as a 
Kentucky Colonel for 
her decades of service 
to Cumberland County. 
Following a closed 
session for personnel 
discussion, King an-
nounced that she plans 
to retire effective Jan. 1.

She stressed that 
she began working 
there when she was 
three years old, elicit-
ing laughter from the 
audience.

The court approved 
King’s recommendation 
to bring Isaac Allen on 
full time for training 

beginning as early as 
Oct. 13, with an annual 
salary of $30,000 dur-
ing the training period. 
Allen is to become 
finance officer Jan. 1, 
with his salary increas-
ing to $40,000 upon 
completion of training.

At present, Allen, a 
Cumberland County 
native, is working with 
the Lake Cumberland 
Area Development 
District.

King emphasized the 
importance of preserv-
ing Ferguson’s work 
reviewing and repricing 
inmate medical bills. 
He said nearly $71,000 
in bills received during 
July and August had 
been reduced to less 
than $16,000 through 
Fergusion’s process.

“That position will 
pay for itself multiple 
times over so long as 
we continue to get this 
right,” King said.

The approved recom-
mendations also move 
part-time employee 
Emmalee Fulton for 
cross-training, with a 
$2-per-hour increase 
effective Jan. 1 tied to 
additional duties. King 
said Evan Stotz would 
also be cross-training 
in the medical repricing 
work.

In a separate person-
nel action, the court 
authorized King to hire 
a part-time custodial 
employee at $14 per 
hour for 20 hours or 
less per week following 
a resignation.

Food storage selected 
as grant priority

Magistrates voted to 
make expanded cold 
storage at the annex a 
priority for a potential 
Appalachian Regional 
Commission grant. The 
court agreed to pro-
vide a dollar-for-dollar 
match, if necessary, 
for a grant of up to 
$50,000.

King proposed a large 
freezer, potentially one 
large enough to drive 
into, to support the 
county’s growing Retail 

Rescue food program. 
The project would be 
pursued for next year 
and remains dependent 
on grant approval.

The county is col-
lecting food through 
partnerships with three 
Dollar General stores 
and hopes to add a larg-
er retail partner. King 
said eight refrigerators 
or freezers are already 
in use at the annex, 
with a local grocery 
providing temporary 
overflow storage when 
needed.

More capacity could 
allow the county to ac-
cept larger donations, 
including meat and 
other perishable foods.

King said Retail 
Rescue distributions 
are not income-based, 
unlike USDA com-
modity distributions, 
creating an opportunity 
to help more county 
residents with grocery 
costs.

Stotz reported that 
the program had not 
missed any pickups. 
King said maintaining 
that record is important 
to securing additional 
partners.

Building repairs 
and water projects 
discussed

The court approved 
using local contractors 
to repair flood dam-
age at the annex after 
King reported that the 
county’s insurer would 
permit that approach.

Work at the Justice 
Center remains delayed 
while officials await 
action through the 
Administrative Office 
of the Courts on an 
inspection of drains 
beneath the building. 
King said identifying 
drainage problems is 
necessary to prevent 
future flooding from 
damaging replacement 
flooring.

Officials are also 
seeking approval for 
contractors to work 
beyond regular daytime 
hours and on holidays. 
King said an earlier 

estimate of completing 
repairs by the end of 
December had assumed 
work would begin in 
August, but major 
reconstruction had not 
started.

Water District 
Manager Michael 
Ballard reported 
progress on several 
projects, including a 
planned upgrade from 
a one-inch to a three-
inch waterline along 
Rich Williams Road to 
address pressure prob-
lems. He said that proj-
ect would not require a 
new loan.

Ballard said most 
remaining waterline 
installation in the 
Marrowbone area could 
be finished within 
about two weeks, 
although creek bores 
were progressing more 
slowly because of hard 
rock.

A new pump station 
on South Ky. 61 is ex-
pected to arrive around 
late December. Ballard 
said the district hopes 
to have the foundation 
and connecting infra-
structure ready before 
delivery.

The station is in-
tended to improve 
supply reliability in an 
area now dependent on 
water purchased from 
Albany. Ballard said the 
roughly $1 million proj-
ect is financed at 1% 
interest over 20 years, 
with its cost already 
accounted for in the 
district’s previous rate 
increase.

Ordinance changes, 
vehicle purchase 
approved

The court gave final 
approval to amend-
ments to the county’s 

alcoholic beverage 
control ordinance.

King said the changes 
eliminate future carry-
over of unused license-
fee credits and address 
a gap in how regulatory 
fees apply to sales. The 
ordinance also corrects 
an inconsistency in its 
wording to reflect the 
5% regulatory fee the 
county has been using.

King said the car-
ryover change would 
apply at the end of the 
current year, without 
changing current-year 
operations.

Magistrates also 
approved purchasing 
a replacement vehicle 
for ABC Officer Junior 
Smith using ABC funds, 
contingent on confirm-
ing that the proposed 
dealer qualifies for 
purchasing without a 
separate bid process. 
Otherwise, King said 
the purchase would be 
bid.

The vehicle’s price 
was not stated in the 
meeting discussion.

Road needs and other 
business

Road Supervisor 
Ricky Melton identified 
a replacement dump 
truck as his depart-
ment’s most pressing 
equipment need during 
a discussion of aging 
trucks and mowing 
tractors.

King said the county 
needs to plan for an 
equipment purchase in 
the next budget year, 
but cannot afford both 
a truck and a trac-
tor. No purchase was 
approved.

Officials reported 
that mowing crews 
had completed a pass 

through all four dis-
tricts and were begin-
ning another round. 
Melton said flood 
response had pulled 
workers away from 
mowing for about two 
months.

The court also held a 
first reading on a pro-
posal to close roughly 
255 feet of Albany Loop 
Road No. 1 in District 2. 
King said the proposal 
would be advertised 
before a second read-
ing at a future meeting. 
No final closure was 
approved.

Magistrates approved 
a $45,000 transfer 
from the general fund 
to the jail fund. King 
cited inmate medical 
expenses as a major 
reason for the addition-
al funding.

The court also autho-
rized King to proceed 
with a revised splash 
pad agreement with 
the City of Burkesville 
allowing a capped first-
year contribution to-
ward water costs. King 
said the city attorney 
was still preparing the 
agreement.

Animal Control 
Officer Danny Groce 
reported 32 dogs at 
the shelter and en-
couraged residents to 
consider adoption. King 
recognized Groce for 
being named the 2026 
Animal Control Officer 
of the Year.

King also praised 
high school Civics Club 
members who spent 
three days of their high 
school fall break learn-
ing about county opera-
tions, touring facilities, 
participating in a mock 
debate and working 
through emergency-
response simulations.

Eugenia Ferguson, inset, reacted as County Judge-Executive Luke King presented the 
Kentucky Colonel certificate she has been awarded for her long service to the county 
and the important difference that has meant to the county’s finances.
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