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Anyway...

Just Have a Think

{Vﬁiﬂ;’? By Greg Wells, editor

The opinions of writers on this page are not necessarily those of the newspaper,
or management. We encourage our readers to share their views for publication.

By Greg Wells
CCN-Editor

So I'll start off with
a disclaimer: that title
is not my own. A fellow
I think of as an essay-
ist, Dave Borlace, is the
actual owner of that
title, and it is a rather
good title, I think. It is,
of course, a decidedly
British way of saying,
“why don’t we use our
heads?”

But it is a linguistic
approach that often
escapes me, as I tend
toward the more, let’s
say, direct, though
bombastic might be
more accurate. My
snide asides rarely
leave any but the dull-
est unaware that some-
one has been insulted.

He, however, is much
more pleasant about
the whole thing while
explaining that per-
petual motion ma-
chines do not exist and
cannot, while helping
people understand the
announcements made
in new energy technol-
ogy and renewable
energies, as well as how
more efficient electrical
grids can be built in the
future.

Borlace’s subject is
often climate reports.
And no, he’s not do-
ing the chicken-little
dance, saying, “ the sky
is falling,” constantly.
He’s just relaying the
latest data reports
and putting them in
context.

To generalize his
more recent report, yes,
the Pacific is hotter.

The report, like the
data it comes from,
isn’t exactly happy, but
it isn’t telling you, “
rain or drought is com-
ing here or there.”

Why isn't he telling
us? Is it because the
government or corpora-
tions don’t want us to
know?

That’s not it,

Click-Bait Junkies!

Though I would bet
dollars to donuts that
some of the studies
he researched for his
latest piece containing
such prognostications
in their conclusions, he
passed over them. And
no, it isn’t because he is
funded by this or that
corporation or repre-
sents some deep-state
point of view.

He pointed out in his
own conclusion that
the data shows and has
been trending towards
this for some time:
we’ve hit a period never
before seen in our brief
human history. Our
models are built to
predict what will come
based on data patterns
we have accumulated
since before human be-
ings were able to write.
But now there are no
sure predictions to be
made.

Through the study
of ice rings, tree rings,
and various other
scientific data over the
last century, a moun-
tain of data about the
climate of this planet
for eons has been com-
piled, cross-referenced,
and verified.

So, to borrow
Borlace’s title again,
“Just Have a Think.”

We understand that
there is an ocean of
atmosphere above us,
and it moves based
on the turning of the
planet and the heat
coming from the sun
and collected on this
surface and in the
oceans. There are
oceans of water that
circulate between the
continents driven by
the movements of hot
and cold water, salty
and freshwater, which
are whipped by the
prevailing winds of
the atmosphere above
them. All of it works
in an intricate dance
to create the weather
that is modified by the
mountains and planes

on the continents it
encounters.

Around the 1400s,
people decided maybe
the rains didn’t just
happen. Rain, as a
regular thing, wasn’t a
divine reward or pun-
ishment and didn’t re-
quire human sacrifice.

By the 1700s and
1800s, civilizations
had started writing
down lots of weather
information at the
state level, though not
sharing it. Through
the 1900s, we devel-
oped highly technical
instruments to perfect
our collecting, en-
courage sharing, and
started understand-
ing it all. We collated
all that previous data,
with computers, and
as the 2000s dawned,
we started improving
computer models that
could run all that data
back through time and
forward.

We reached the
point in human history
where we could under-
stand and predict the
weather, planet-wide,
across our planet’s
history and into the
future.

And now we broke it.

So anyway, saying
something about no
‘dinner’ for us before
we get sent to ‘bed’ may
just be a little too pro-
phetic sometime in the
not-too-distant future?

...Wow, that went
dark, didn’t it?

Is this the end of the
world as we know it?
No, probably not. But,
even though; as the
man sang, we didn’t
start the fire, we are
going to have to deal
with the smoke.

Maybe keeping that
in mind is what we
ought to be doing, as
we're...

“Skating Away,
Skating away... On the
thin ice of a new day.”

The Feeling of a State
Championship Win

By Erica Branham
CCN—Staff

Softball has always
been a huge part of
my life. It’s more than
just a game to me; it’s
something that has
helped shape me into
the person I am today.
The sport itself has
taught me so much
over the years, like the
importance of sports-
manship, confidence,
leadership, teamwork,
dedication, and perse-
verance. These compo-
nents aren’t just things
I utilize on the field, but
also in everyday life. It’s
a game that I'm truly
passionate about. I'm so
thankful for this sport
and the career I have
had so far.

I first picked up that
bright yellow ball when
I was 5 years old, and
soon after that, I joined
alocal 6U travel ball
team. I had absolutely
no idea how much this
sport would impact
my life. All T knew at
the time was that I just
wanted to try some-
thing new and have
fun. Right now, I'm
playing high school
softball with the same
group of girls I grew up
playing travel ball with,
plus a few other girls
who have moved here
throughout our years in
high school. We're more

we're family. We play
together, we fight for
one another, and we
encourage each other.
This year, we accom-
plished something we
have dreamed about
ever since we first
started this journey.

On April 26, the
Cumberland County
Lady Panther Softball
Team won the Class
A State Tournament.
Honestly, this was one
of the most reward-
ing and monumental
days of my entire life.
Now, for some who are
reading this, I'm sure
you feel no emotion
toward what I'm talking
about, and rightfully
so. As country music
star Megan Moroney
once said, “We made
the memories, we've got
the pictures, but you
had to be there.” These
lyrics speak volumes,
especially in this case.
For the Lady Panthers,
coaches, and fans that
were there, winning
the championship was
definitely a once-in-a-
lifetime feeling.

April 26 was defi-
nitely an important day
for me, especially as a
pitcher. I began pitch-
ing when I was 9 years
old. I have put in a lot
of work to get to where
I am today. I've pitched
a lot of games in my

game in the Class A
semi-finals against
Livingston Central, a
team ranked 12th in the
state, was probably one
of the hardest games

I have ever pitched in
my life. Mentally, I was
focused and deter-
mined. I knew that I
had to stay calm, trust
in my mechanics and
teammates, and try my
best, and I did just that.
The final score was 1-0.
That was a key moment
in my softball career.
As a pitcher, I'm very
hard on myself, but this
was an occasion where
I was extremely pleased
with my performance; I
was so proud of myself.

I'm sure I can speak
for the entire Lady
Panther softball team
and coaching staff
when I say winning
the Class A State was a
moment we will never
forget. We worked hard,
we trusted one another,
and we ended up ac-
complishing a goal we
had set since day one of
this season. Our bond
on and off the field is
special, and I'm thank-
ful I have the opportu-
nity to play with such a
talented group of girls.
I'm excited to see what
we can accomplish in
the post-season. As our
coaches often say, “We
aren’t done yet!” I hope
we can continue to

than just teammates; lifetime so far, but the make history.
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