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Congratulations
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The opinions of writers on this page are not necessarily those of the newspaper,
or management. We encourage our readers to share their views for publication.

By Greg Wells
CCN - Editor

So, there are a lot
of congratulations to
be handed out to all
of you. The storm last
week was a harrowing
experience for many
in our community and
proof of the dedica-
tion among commu-
nity members to the
welfare of the entire
community.

There was ample
proof that community
volunteers are will-
ing to step up and help
those in need. There
was also repeated proof
that those who are paid
to provide services do
much more than what
they’re paid for.

There are some that
say the trials of life are
punishments for some
infraction in life or
in thought. There are
some that say the trials
we face are necessary
for each of us to grow.

I think that perhaps
last week’s trial by ice
and cold was an oppor-
tunity for proving who

we are.

From the Red Cross
volunteers manning the
shelter, to the fire-
fighters rescue squad
members and other
volunteers who were
out cutting away the
trees and limbs that
blocked our roads and
pulled down our power
lines; to the road crews
scraping the streets
and spreading the salt,
to the members of law
enforcement and the
ambulance service who
braved treacherous
roads to check on those
homebound by the
storm; not to mention
the long-suffering util-
ity workers who braved
the weather and the
dangers of high-voltage
electricity restoring
power across the area:
you have once again
earned all of our heart-
felt thanks and proven
your dedication to your
county and all who live
within it.

All of your friends
and neighbors who
worked to keep all
of us safe deserve
your thanks and

appreciation.

There is one group
deserving everyone’s
appreciation, though it
may escape everyone’s
attention.

All of you who looked
at the weather forecast
and decided to stock
up, to prepare and to
not just get ready for
the coming storm but
also to stay off the
roads.

So much death,
injury, or just property
loss was avoided when
people stayed at home.
I, for one, thank all
of you who didn’t just
go out joyriding and
sightseeing in the ice
and snow.

Your restraint likely
saved lives, maybe
even your own. The
cold continues, and we
must remain attentive
to those who may need
help because of it. But
we have passed this
first challenge of the
new year, and hope-
fully, that is a good sign
of things to come.

Widespread Power Outages
Impact Multiple South-
Central Kentucky Counties

Staff Report

The danger has passed
now, but thousands of
homes and businesses
across south-central
Kentucky were without
electricity early Jan. 23,
as utility crews contin-
ued restoration efforts
following severe winter
weather.

Crews worked over-
time through bone-chill-
ing cold and dangerous
precipitation throughout
the week to put back
what the storm had
taken.

As of 7:30a.m. that
Monday, Allen County
reported the most
significant impact, with
7,662 customers with-
out power, representing
64.36% of the county’s
11,905 tracked elec-
tric customers. Allen
County currently has
the highest number of
outages of any county

in Kentucky, as well as
the highest percentage
of customers affected
statewide. Tri-County
Electric Membership
Corporation reported
all 7,662 outages in the
county, accounting for
66.15% of its customers
there.

In Metcalfe County,
1,503 homes and busi-
nesses were without
power, or 25% of the
county’s 6,012 tracked
customers. Tri-County
Electric reported 940
outages, representing
44.11% of its customer
base in the county.

Cumberland County
reported 1,470 custom-
ers without electricity,
impacting 29.2% of its
5,034 tracked custom-
ers. All reported out-
ages in Cumberland
County were attrib-
uted to Tri-County
Electric Membership

Corporation, which had
29.35% of its custom-
ers without service that
morning.

In Barren County,
2,524 customers were
without power, rep-
resenting 15.73% of
the county’s 16,047
tracked customers.
Farmers Rural Electric
Cooperative Corporation
(RECC) reported the
largest number of
outages in the county,
accounting for all 2,524
customers without
service, or 17.83% of its
customer base.

Utility providers
continued working
to restore service as
weather conditions
allowed through the
week. What a difference
a week made, as all of
Tri-County’s Kentucky
customers have their
power back.
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Melton,

He has served more
than 10 years with
the Marrowbone
Volunteer Fire
Department, working
alongside Cumberland
County’s first re-
sponders to serve the
community whenever
called upon.

In addition to his
service work, Melton
spent 12 years work-
ing at — and later
owning and operating
— Highway 90 Tire
Shop. He says those
years taught him the
value of responsibility,

— Continued from Page One

accountability, and
treating people fairly.

“This county isn’t
just where I work —
it’s home,” Melton
said. “I believe in hard
work, accountability,
and taking care of our
community. As jailer,

I will ensure every
person is treated fairly
and equally.”

Melton says he has
enjoyed visiting with
residents across the
county and looks
forward to meeting
many more voters in

the weeks ahead. He
notes that voters may
see him and his sons
out visiting neighbor-
hoods soon.

Residents with
questions or concerns
may contact Melton
at 270-459-3280.

The Cumberland
County primary elec-
tion will be held in
May.

Vote Chad Melton
for Cumberland
County Jailer.

Leveridge,

wife, Harley, now re-
side in the same com-
munity, where they are
raising their two sons,
Jase and Jarrett.

Leveridge is a
2013 graduate of
Cumberland County
High School and
earned a bachelor’s
degree in criminal
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justice from Lindsey
Wilson College in
2017. For nearly the
past decade, he has
worked locally with
C&C Land Surveying,
gaining hands-on
experience related
to property and land
valuation across the
county.

Leveridge said his
decision to run is
rooted in a strong
commitment to serv-
ing the community
he has always called
home. He and his fam-
ily are asking for the
support and votes of
Cumberland County
residents in the May
Primary.
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