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Well, not entirely. I still 
enjoy them from time to 
time, but now I eat two 
instead of half a dozen. I 
no longer hunt 
them down. I 
can now walk 
right past those 
that are marked 
down at the 
grocery store. 
I 昀nally de-
cided that the 
way I felt after 
I ate too many 
was not worth 
the minute or 
so (yeah, I eat 
them too fast) of 
pleasure experi-
enced. 

There are 
other vices (if 
eating too many 
donuts is a vice) 
that are much 
more serious and harmful 
to others and truly dif昀-
cult to overcome. Once a 
habit forms that is con-
nected to a feeling or a 
thought, it can become 
nearly impossible to “will” 
ourselves out of it. 

Over the course of life, 
I have learned that we 
sometimes need to hear, 
“Stop it!” Sometimes, if 
it is said early enough 
and often enough it will 
prevent bad habits from 
forming. Sometimes we 
hear it and refrain until 
the one telling us to stop 
is not around. 

There are two sides to 
making needed positive 
changes in one’s life and 
I think that we often get 

them backwards. It is 
one thing to stop doing or 
saying what hurts others. 
It is another challenge to 

become some-
one who no 
longer wants to 
do such things. 
If it takes some-
one telling us 
to “stop it” we 
are bumping 
up against law 
– as in “stop 
it or else.” If, 
however, we 
have some-
thing to replace 
that behavior 
or thought we 
are moving into 
grace.

I understand 
that to change 
we must 昀rst 
refrain from 

behavior we would like 
to change but it helps to 
see a better place 昀rst. It 
is not that I don’t still like 
donuts, but I can now 
take them or leave them. 
That apathy is the 昀rst 
step toward better hab-
its. I don’t think there is 
a reason for me to give up 
donuts – yet. But there is 
good reason for me to give 
up being unkind. There 
are good reasons for me to 
stop being self-righteous, 
or greedy, or prone to vio-
lence or a bad temper. 

There is, however, a 
problem that we encoun-
ter when we want other 
people to change for the 
better. We cannot control 
them. We cannot make 

anyone change. What 
we can do, however, is 
demonstrate a new way 
– a different way – of ap-
proaching life. This differ-
ent way allows for every 
personality type. It allows 
all of us to be who we were 
meant to be, which may 
or may not be who we are 
right now.

It is my goal in life to 
make every day better 
than the one before. I don’t 
mean this in a Pollyannish 
way. Life is too unpredict-
able and complicated for 
that. I do believe however 
that even on the very bad 
days, of which I have had 
a few lately, we can still 
move toward the goal of 
growth and maturity. We 
can still be patient and 
kind. Doing these on our 
worst days will do much 
more to make this world 
better than only doing it 
on our best days – any-
body can do that. 

Here are a few encour-
agements in the form of 
proverbial sayings that 
we can carry with us ev-
ery day. On those days 
when we just can’t be our 
best, maybe we will bump 
into others who are able. 
When we see a better path 
ahead and are encour-
aged to walk it, those bad 
habits can begin to fade. 

If you have time, take 
a moment and consider 
what the world would be 
like if more of us could live 
out what is encouraged in 
these well-known verses 
from the Bible. (All are 

RSV.)
A soft answer turns 

away wrath, but a harsh 
word stirs up anger. (Prov. 
15:1)

Therefore, encourage 
one another and build one 
another up, just as you 
are doing. (I Thess. 5:11)

Know this, my beloved 
brethren. Let every man 
be quick to hear, slow to 
speak, slow to anger, for 
the anger of man does not 
work the righteousness of 
God. (James 1:19)

Be merciful, even as 
your (heavenly) Father is 
merciful. (Luke 6:36)

A cheerful heart is a 
good medicine, but a 
downcast spirit dries up 
the bones. (Prov. 17:22)

Pleasant words are like 
a honeycomb, sweetness 
to the soul and health to 
the body. (Prov. 16:24)

Let your speech always 
be gracious, seasoned 
with salt, so that you 
may know how you ought 
to answer every one. 
(Col.4:6)

And we exhort you, 
brethren, admonish the 
idlers, encourage the 
fainthearted, help the 
weak, be patient with 
them all. (I Thess. 5:14)

Be the better path for 
others to see.

Sean is always interest-
ed in feedback and conver-
sation. He can be reached 
at sean.niestrath@outlook.
com. He publishes a daily 
devotional via Substack at 
seanniestrath.substack.
com.

I have finally given up donuts!

Wealth can’t buy forgiveness and eternal life
Question:  I’ve worked 

hard and acquired consider-
able wealth. My money en-
ables me to take care of my-
self and my family. It gives 
me freedom to do what I 
want. It helps me to know 
I’m a person of value. Why 
would I want to become a 
follower of Jesus, when I al-
ready have a good life?

Answer:While riches can 
make our lives easier, it 
can’t give us peace of mind 
or peace with God. While it 
can buy us the best medical 
care, a house and a car, it 
cannot buy forgiveness of 
sins, a relationship with our 

Creator, or eternal life in 
heaven.

Having money can hin-
der us from receiving God’s 
grace. Many with money 
tend to focus on self and 
they have the religion of 
“Me.”  When wealth be-
comes a person’s god, 
everything else takes a 
backseat, including the one 

true God. God has made it 
clear—He must be 昀rst. He 
demands total allegiance 
and loyalty.

Wealth isn’t the problem. 
In 1 Timothy 6:10, the Bible 
says, “For the love of mon-
ey is a root of all kinds of 
evil.” It’s the love of money 
that causes problems rath-
er than money itself. It’s the 

love of money that gets in 
the way of receiving God’s 
grace.

All people have a sin 
problem (Rom. 3:23). That 
includes wealthy people, 
too. The only way to re-
ceive God’s forgiveness 
and grace is by putting 
one’s faith in Jesus Christ. 
My personal experience--
my life has been greatly en-
riched through my personal 
relationship with God, but 
the greatest bene昀t is yet to 
come—eternal life with God 
and with others forever.

Send your questions to: 
bob@bobhardison.com

Working Budget FY 2027
OVERVIEW

General Fund -Fund 1   17,017,502.73 71%
Special Revenue-Fund 2   3,470,569.51 15%
 School Activity Fund 21 - 25   388,718.22 2%
Capital Outlay-Fund 310   111,800.00 0%
Building Fund-Fund 320   709,874.00 3%
Construction Fund-Fund 360   -   0%
Food Service-Fund 51   2,172,835.67 9%

Total   23,871,300.13 100%

Debt Service Bond Obligations   799,279.63 
Debt Service On Behalf   306,505.27 
Debt Service Fund-Fund 400   1,102,263.41 

General Fund Revenue Recap
Local Sources - Taxes, Etc.   3,750,594.22 22%
State Sources - SEEK   6,704,082.00 39%
On Behalf   4,422,956.21 26%
Beginning Balance   2,139,870.30 13%

Total New Revenue   17,017,502.73 100%

General Fund Expenses Recap
Instruction   8,297,794.72 49%
Student Support Services   1,097,686.02 6%
Instructional Staff Supervision Services   756,270.48 4%
District Administrative Support   1,014,140.68 6%
School Administrative Support   1,074,808.68 6%
Business & Tech Support Services   472,029.36 3%
Plant Operation & Maintenance   1,693,839.86 10%
Student Transportation   1,371,566.79 8%
Debt Service - KISTA & Energy Savings   186,027.26 1%
Contingency   773,718.10 6%
Fund Transfers   279,620.78 2%

Total Expenses   17,017,502.73 100%

Total Expenses   17,017,502.73 
Total Revenue   17,017,502.73 

0.00 
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