
STAFF REPORT 
Crittenden County’s 

property tax rates are now 
final for 2026, with the 
combined bill on a home 
assessed at $100,000 total-
ing over $800 outside Mar-
ion and over $1,000 inside 
the city. 

Marion City Council gave 
final approval Monday to a 
real property tax rate of 
22.7 cents per $100 of as-
sessed value, down from 
22.9 cents last year. At the 
new rate, the city tax on a 
$100,000 home will be 
$227. 

The combined rate for a 
$100,000 property outside 
Marion is $861. Property 
within Marion would also 
be subject to the city’s 
$227 levy, bringing the 
combined amount to 
$1,088. 

Those figures do not ac-
count for the state home-
stead exemption available 
to qualifying homeowners 
or other exemptions that 
may reduce a property’s 
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Chaos is 
cheap! 

 
Earlier this month, 13 jour-

nalists at the Lexington Herald-
Leader learned that their jobs 
were being eliminated. 

The layoffs wiped out a major-
ity of the newspaper’s reporting 
staff, including journalists cov-
ering city government, state 
government, eastern Kentucky, 
sports and other important 
beats. One is a good friend who 
I worked with many years ago. 
Kentucky lost more than em-
ployees that day. It lost trained 
observers, experienced ques-
tioners and watchdogs who 
knew the institutions and peo-
ple they covered. 

That loss should 
concern every Ken-
tuckian. 

It comes at a time 
when communities 
are being flooded 
with more informa-
tion – and misinfor-
mation – than ever 
before. Social media 
allows anyone to be-
come a publisher, 
but it does not require anyone 
to become a journalist. 

Chaos is cheap. 
It requires no reporting, no 

public records, no firsthand 
knowledge and no accountabil-
ity. It takes only a keyboard, a 
social-media account and a will-
ingness to sow doubt. 

An accusation can be posted 
in seconds. A rumor can travel 
across the county before anyone 
pauses to ask whether it is true. 
A complicated issue involving 
taxes, schools, courts or local 
government can be reduced to a 
few inflammatory sentences 
stripped of facts and context. 

Questions are sometimes 
posed not because someone 
wants answers, but because the 
questions themselves create 
suspicion. 

Could this have happened? 
What are they hiding? Why isn’t 
anyone talking about this? 

Never mind that the premise 
may be false. Never mind that 
public records, meeting minutes 
or firsthand witnesses may pro-
vide a clear answer. Once doubt 
is planted, the author moves to 
the next accusation while oth-
ers are left to sort through the 
wreckage. 

That is not journalism. That is 
not professional. It is chaos, 
and chaos is cheap. 

Real journalism costs some-
thing. 

It requires trained people to 
attend meetings, read budgets, 
examine records, interview 
sources and verify what they 
are told. It requires journalists 
to distinguish between fact, 
opinion, allegation and evi-
dence. 

Most importantly, profes-
sional journalism requires ac-
countability. 

When a newspaper publishes 
something, its name is attached 
to it. So is the reporter’s. Read-
ers know where to call, write or 
walk through the door when 
they have a question or believe 
something is wrong. If we make 
a factual mistake, we are ex-
pected to correct it publicly. 

Social media rarely operates 
by those rules. 

A person can post an accusa-
tion, imply wrongdoing and en-
courage an audience to draw 
the worst possible conclusion 
without offering evidence. If the 
claim is disproved, the correc-
tion seldom travels as far as the 
original falsehood. Sometimes 
there is no correction – only an-
other post, another insinuation 
and another manufactured con-
troversy. 

The volume of a claim does 
not determine its truth. Repeti-
tion does not transform rumor 
into fact. Anger is not evidence, 
and suspicion is not proof. 

Local journalism is not perfect 
because journalists are human.  
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BY CHRIS EVANS 
PRESS EDITOR 

Crittenden County will 
own the new justice center 
being built in downtown 
Marion, but local tax rev-
enue is not paying its 
nearly $20 million con-
struction cost. 

The project is being fi-
nanced through bonds is-
sued locally and repaid 
with money appropriated 
by the Kentucky General 
Assembly to the state judi-
cial branch. Because the 
building will be occupied 
entirely by the Court of 
Justice, the Administrative 
Office of the Courts is ex-
pected to pay all approved 
construction debt and eligi-
ble operating expenses. 

Circuit Court Judge 
Brandi Rogers said the dis-
tinction between county 

government and the judi-
cial branch has caused 
confusion about who is 
paying for the facility. 

“This is a branch of the 
government separate and 
apart from county govern-
ment,” Rogers said.  

“County government has 
its own budget. Judicial 
services, including circuit 
and district courts and 

family court are part of the 
judicial branch of state gov-
ernment and separate from 
county government.” 

Kentucky courthouse 
projects are partnerships 
between counties and the 
state Court of Justice. After 
lawmakers authorize a 
project and establish its 
maximum annual use al-
lowance, the county or a 
local public-properties cor- 
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About Town

Circuit Judge Brandi Rogers

Jailer Hayes resigns 
Crittenden County Jailer Athena 

Hayes announced her resignation 
during Thursday night’s Crittenden 
County Fiscal Court meeting. 

Hayes’ resignation will be effective 
Sept. 30, ending her 
tenure about three 
months before comple-
tion of the four-year 
term to which she was 
elected in 2022.  

Hayes was elected 
jailer in November 2022 
and took office in January 2023. 

She had sought a second term, 
but was defeated by former jailer 
Robbie Kirk in the May Republican 
primary. Hayes and Kirk were the two 
Republican candidates who filed for 
the office and there is no Democratic 
opposition in the Nov. 3 election.  

Her resignation will create a va-
cancy in the county office for the re-
mainder of the current term.  

Hayes said she did not want to 
comment further. Under Kentucky 
law, the county judge-executive ap-
points the person who fills a vacancy 
in the office of jailer. No announce-
ment has been made about an ap-
pointment.  

 
Just around the corner 

Western Kentucky’s 
Highway 60 Yard Sale 
will be held Oct. 1-4 
along a 200-mile route 
through eight counties. 
The event stretches 
through Meade, Breckin-
ridge, Hancock, Daviess, 
Henderson, Union, Crittenden and 
Livingston counties. Indoor and out-
door sales will generally be open 
from dawn to dusk. 

 
Burning restrictions for fall 

Kentucky's fall forest fire hazard 
season begins on Oct. 1 and runs 
through Dec. 15, during which state 
law strictly prohibits open burning 
within 150 feet of any woodland or 
brushland between the hours of 6 
a.m. and 6 p.m. 

 
UPCOMING MEETINGS 

•Marion Planning and Zoning 
Commission will consider a request 
to rezone the former Rocket Tire 
building at 503 S. Main St. to accom-
modate American Shield Blast Mats. 
The property is currently zoned C-2 
General Business District. The appli-
cant is seeking a change to I-2 Light 
Industrial District. A public hearing 
will be held at 6 p.m., Thursday, 
Sept. 24 before the planning com-
mission in the council chambers at 
Marion City Hall.  

•Crittenden County Public Li-
brary Board will meet at 5 p.m. 
Thursday, Sept. 24, at the library. 

•Crittenden-Livingston Water 
District will meet at 4 p.m. Monday, 
Sept. 28, in the Deer Lakes meeting 
room. 

•Crittenden County Board of Ed-
ucation will meet at 5:30 p.m., 
Tuesday, Sept. 29 at Rocket Arena. 

•Community Prayer will be held 
at 10 a.m. Saturday, Oct. 3, at Mar-
ion Commons in front of city hall. 
Residents are encouraged to at-
tend. 

•Livingston County Board of Ed-
ucation will meet at 5 p.m. Monday, 
Oct. 12. 

••Marion Code Enforcement 
Board meets at 5 p.m., Monday, 
Oct. 13 at city hall. 

•Crittenden County Chamber of 
Commerce will meet at 8:30 a.m. 
Tuesday, Oct. 13 at Rocket Arena. 

TWO-PART SERIES 

This is the second of a two-
part series examining Crit-
tenden County’s new justice 
center in downtown Mar-
ion. Part Two explores the 
funding, price tag, opera-
tional costs and other long- 
and short-term financial ob-
ligations once it is occupied.

Who is paying for it? 

Architectural rendering of the completed justice center in Marion.

Deep dive into Marion’s new centerpiece

STAFF REPORT 
A skating rink will be 

among the attractions at 
Marion’s Christmas on 
Carlisle celebration Dec. 5 
as plans continue to come 
together for the downtown 
holiday event. 

Marion Tourism and 
Recreation Commission last 
week approved spending 
just over $5,000 to rent a 
35-by-35-foot skating rink 
for the celebration. 

Christmas on Carlisle will 
be an addition to the annual 
Marion Christmas parade 

that evening. Additional ac-
tivities are still being organ-
ized and most will be 
centered around Carlisle 
Street, which will be closed 
to traffic. 

Mayor D’Anna Browning 
has encouraged local busi-
nesses, organizations and 
individuals to become in-
volved by sponsoring activi-
ties, conducting fundraisers 
or helping provide attrac-
tions during the event. 

Among the ideas being  
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Ice skating rink part of holiday plans

Evolution of Local Property Tax Rates 
                                             Change                    
TAX DISTRICT        from ’25    2026    2025     2024   2023  2022 
State of Kentucky   (-0.3)     10.3       10.6       10.9     11.4     11.5 
City of Marion         (-0.2)     22.7       22.9       22.9     22.5     22.4 
Crittenden County       -0-      11.4       11.4       11.4     11.8     11.6 
School District          +0.2     51.8       51.6       51.4     51.6     49.0 
Extension                 +0.1       4.6         4.5         4.4       4.3       4.1 
Health Tax                   -0-       3.0         3.0         3.0       3.0       3.0  
Public Library              -0-       5.0         5.0         5.0       5.0       5.0 
Tradewater            +0.807   37.097     36.29       34.9     33.6     33.7 

*Proposed Rates.   Values are shown as cents per $100 of assessed value  

All property taxes in county now final

Hayes
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  CRITTENDEN COUNTY FISCAL COURT

STAFF REPORT 
Crittenden County offi-

cials will seek prices to 
lease or purchase a 120-
horsepower tractor after 
equipment failures has 
left the road department 
with only one mowing 
tractor. 

Judge-Executive Perry 
Newcom said the county 
previously reduced its 
mowing fleet to two trac-
tors with another serving 
as a backup. The backup 
broke down several 
weeks ago, and one of the 
primary tractors, a Far-
mall purchased about six 
years ago, remains at a 
Case IH shop with an un-
diagnosed fuel problem. 

Newcom said this sum-
mer’s favorable growing 
conditions have made it 
difficult to control john-
songrass, weeds and 
other vegetation along 
county roads. Magistrate 
Dave Belt said tall grass 
has been one of the 
county’s most frequent 
complaints this summer. 

“We can do it with two 
tractors,” Newcom said. 
“We tried it.” 

So, he asked the court 
to consider approval of 
buying or leasing a new 
tractor. 

One tractor under con-
sideration would cost 
about $99,000 to pur-
chase. A lease-purchase 
agreement could cost 
about $21,000 annually, 
which Newcom said 
could be covered by the 
county’s equipment 
budget. 

Magistrates approved a 
motion to obtain lease 
and purchase prices 
from multiple dealers. 
The fiscal court expects 
to decide at its next 
meeting. Newcom said 
the county should place 
an order soon because 
delivery could be delayed 
until spring. 

In other business, the 
county heard a cash-flow 
report on the jail. The 
projection shows the de-
tention center account 
could finish September 

nearly $5,000 in the red 
even if more than 
$113,000 in anticipated 
state and federal receipts 
arrive. 

The account had an 
actual cash balance of 
$89,382.37 after receiv-
ing $155,317.09 in de-
posits since Sept. 1 and a 
$25,000 transfer from 
the General Fund. Dis-
bursements during the 
period totaled 
$92,255.53. 

Upcoming obligations 
listed on the report in-
clude $71,319.27 in 
claims, $41,970.26 in 
lease and bond pay-
ments, approximately 
$70,000 for payroll and 
$24,622.50 in other ex-
penses. 

Those expenses would 
produce a projected 
deficit of $118,529.66 
before anticipated re-
ceipts are considered. 
The revenue was ex-
pected to be received 
within a few days from 
the court meeting. 

The report shows 
$113,608.14 awaiting 
deposit from state hous-
ing, federal housing and 
federal transportation 
billings. If all of those 
funds are received, the 
account would still have 
a projected $4,921.52 
deficit at the end of Sep-
tember. 

Magistrates, like they 
have for several months 
now, agreed that recur-

ring jail bills will not be 
paid until adequate 
funding is available. 

Members of Virgil Jones VFW Post 12022 and its auxiliary joined local officials Fri-
day at Marion City Hall to observe National POW/MIA Recognition Day. A wreath was 
presented at City Hall in remembrance of American prisoners of war and those who 
remain missing in action. National POW/MIA Recognition Day is observed annually 
on the third Friday in September. Attending the ceremony were (from left) Ron Led-
ford, Auxiliary trustee; Marion Mayor D’Anna Browning; Sue Ledford, Auxiliary vice 
president; Tina Jones, Auxiliary guard; Joe Lanham, senior vice commander; Gwen 
Melton, Auxiliary secretary; Mona Lozen, Auxiliary treasurer; Lynn Goodrich, post 
commander; Crittenden County Judge-Executive Perry Newcom; and Nancy Lan-
ham, Auxiliary president. 

Johnsongrass is one of the biggest problems along 
roadsides. It grows fast in late summer.

Mowing, jail discussed 


