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CRITTENDEN COUNTY

Mowing, jail discussed

STAFF REPORT

Crittenden County offi-
cials will seek prices to
lease or purchase a 120-
horsepower tractor after
equipment failures has
left the road department
with only one mowing
tractor.

Judge-Executive Perry
Newcom said the county
previously reduced its
mowing fleet to two trac-
tors with another serving
as a backup. The backup
broke down  several
weeks ago, and one of the
primary tractors, a Far-
mall purchased about six
years ago, remains at a
Case IH shop with an un-
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Members of Virgil Jones VFW Post 12022 and its auxiliary joined local officials Fri-
day at Marion City Hall to observe National POW/MIA Recognition Day. A wreath was
presented at City Hall in remembrance of American prisoners of war and those who
remain missing in action. National POW/MIA Recognition Day is observed annually
on the third Friday in September. Attending the ceremony were (from left) Ron Led-
ford, Auxiliary trustee; Marion Mayor D’Anna Browning; Sue Ledford, Auxiliary vice
president; Tina Jones, Auxiliary guard; Joe Lanham, senior vice commander; Gwen
Melton, Auxiliary secretary; Mona Lozen, Auxiliary treasurer; Lynn Goodrich, post

Johnsongrass is one of the biggest problems along
roadsides. It grows fast in late summer.
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diagnosed fuel problem.

Newcom said this sum-
mer’s favorable growing
conditions have made it
difficult to control john-
songrass, weeds and
other vegetation along
county roads. Magistrate
Dave Belt said tall grass
has been one of the
county’s most frequent
complaints this summer.

“We can do it with two
tractors,” Newcom said.
“We tried it.”

So, he asked the court
to consider approval of
buying or leasing a new
tractor.

One tractor under con-
sideration would cost
about $99,000 to pur-
chase. A lease-purchase
agreement could cost
about $21,000 annually,
which Newcom  said
could be covered by the
county’s equipment
budget.

Magistrates approved a
motion to obtain lease
and purchase prices
from multiple dealers.
The fiscal court expects
to decide at its next
meeting. Newcom said
the county should place
an order soon because
delivery could be delayed
until spring.

In other business, the
county heard a cash-flow
report on the jail. The
projection shows the de-
tention center account
could finish September
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PROVIDE

At Reliable Security Solutions,
we provide confidence and
peace of mind. Our systems
are backed by 24/7
professional monitoring by
Alarm.com, ensuring your
home or business is always
protected. You’'ll have real-time
access and control from your
smartphone, regardless of

nearly $5,000 in the red
even if more than
$113,000 in anticipated
state and federal receipts
arrive.

The account had an
actual cash balance of
$89,382.37 after receiv-
ing $155,317.09 in de-
posits since Sept. 1 and a
$25,000 transfer from
the General Fund. Dis-
bursements during the
period totaled
$92,255.53.

Upcoming obligations
listed on the report in-
clude $71,319.27 in
claims, $41,970.26 in
lease and bond pay-
ments, approximately
$70,000 for payroll and
$24,622.50 in other ex-
penses.

Those expenses would
produce a projected
deficit of $118,529.66
before anticipated re-
ceipts are considered.
The revenue was ex-
pected to be received
within a few days from
the court meeting.

The report shows
$113,608.14  awaiting
deposit from state hous-
ing, federal housing and
federal transportation
billings. If all of those
funds are received, the
account would still have
a projected $4,921.52
deficit at the end of Sep-
tember.

Magistrates, like they
have for several months
now, agreed that recur-

ring jail bills will not be
adequate

paid until
funding is available.

ham, Auxiliary president.

FINANCIAL FOCUS®

What does financial fulfillment actually feel like?

Feeling financial-
ly fulfiled means so
much more than just
the number in your
bank account. It's
about being able to
take your family out
to dinner without cal-
culating whether you
can afford it. It means
sleeping soundly on a
Sunday night, know-
ing that if the water
heater gives out to-
morrow, you can han-
dle it. And it's saying
yes to a vacation be-
cause you planned
ahead and the money
is there.

In short, financial
fulfilment is the feel-
ing that your money is
supporting the life you
want.

Yet true fulfillment
is surprisingly rare.
Only 16% of Ameri-
cans are financially
fulfilled, according
to a 2026 study by
Edward Jones and
Gallup, "Money and
Meaning: Under-
standing Financial
Fulfillment." Those at
the other end of the
spectrum, the finan-
cially stressed (32%),
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MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING

often say that mon-
ey regularly controls
their daily decisions.
Most Americans
(51%), however, fall
in the middle - the fi-
nancially conflicted.
They manage to get
by but often carry a
persistent undercur-
rent of worry.

Notably, where you
land on this spectrum
has less to do with
your income than
you might expect.
More than half of
households earning
$175,000 or more are
still financially con-
flicted.

Building the
foundation

So, the question
becomes, "What do fi-
nancially fulfilled peo-
ple do differently?"
Simply put, they tend
to have foundational
planning structures in
place. Five behaviors
show up consistently

among the financially
fulfiled, and they're
simple steps you can
take, too.

« Build an emer-
gency fund (98% of
fulfiled have this).
Aim for saving three
to six months of liv-
ing expenses in a lig-
uid, easily accessible
account. When you
know you can han-
dle the unexpected,
you stop bracing for
it, and lower stress
gives you a higher
quality of life.

« Create a financial
plan for retirement
(91% of financially
fulfiled have one). It's
hard to feel in con-
trol if you don't know
where you're going. A
retirement plan puts a
real number on what
you'll need and lays
out a clear path to
get there, with built-
in protection against
life's unexpected cur-

veballs.

« Save intentionally
for major milestones
(87% of financially ful-
filled do). A home ren-
ovation, a new vehicle
or a child's education
don't have to feel dis-
ruptive. Setting mon-
ey aside deliberately
for the milestones you
anticipate means you
can say yes without
scrambling.

+ Put an estate plan
in place (66% of finan-
cially fulfilled have).
Estate plans are not
just for the wealthy. A
will and basic estate
plan help ensure what
you've waorked for still
reflects your wishes
after you're gone.

« Work with a finan-
cial advisor (60% of fi-
nancially fulfilled who
sought any guidance
have used an advisor
in the past year). The
internet is great, but
real guidance comes

commander; Crittenden County Judge-Executive Perry Newcom; and Nancy Lan-

Grant Rogers
Financial Advisor

from a credentialed
person who Kknows
you and your family
and what you want
your money to do for
you.

Knowing that your
money is working to-
ward the life you want
doesn't happen by ac-
cident. Feeling finan-
cially fulfilled is worth
the effort and may be
more achievable than
you realize.

Grant Rogers
123 E. Bellville St.
Marion, KY 42064

(270) 965-0944
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SECURITY SOLUTIONS

PEACE OF MIND, 24/7

PROCESS
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We offer free estimates, with

certified technicians visiting your
sight to walk you through all the
customized options. You'll then

receive a quote in a timely manner.

location. With Reliable, you'’re
never alone — because

protection should never

clock out.

@ALARM.CDM

ADVANTAGE

COMPONENTS

CONTROL PANEL

FIRE ALARM

S Xperie
in your

Our team lives and work
same communities we protect,
which means faster response
and
solutions tailored specifically

times, familiar fac

for you.

Unlink national providers,

busin

and Northv

Once approved, our skilled team
will handle then installation and
activation of your system. After
Install our team is here to support
your system and make sure

that it performs to the best of its
capability.

DOORBELL

Reliable Security Solutions
provides dependable security
solutions for homes and
Western KY
t TN. Our team is
committed to quality installations,
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PROTECTION WHEN

Expect the unexpected. From break-ins to blackouts,

Reliable Security Solutions keeps you covered
when life takes a turn.

We a Reliable Security System Really Counts:
Against Intruders
- After-Hours at Businesses
While on Vacation
Package & Visitor Monitoring
Power Outages

Reliable Security Solutions is here to help you
stay protected no matter the situation.

SECURITY SERVICES

KY 270.443.9121

TN 931.999.5920

Local + Licensed + Insured

9 1508 luka Rd.,
Grand Rivers, KY

ongoing maintenance, and
personalized service—helping you
stay with confidence, no matter the
sitniation

CONTACT US \| 270.443.9121

you’re not call a 1-800
number - you're calling a
neighbor.

&) www.rccav.com




