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Deaths
Singleton

Susan Diane Singleton, 
64 of Lola, died Saturday, 
Aug. 9, 2026, at Critten-
den Community Hospi-
tal. She was 
born on Aug. 
9, 1962 and 
was a regis-
tered nurse.

Surviving 
are a sister, 
Jane Powell 
of Murfrees-
boro, Tenn.; 
a nephew, Thomas Jacob 
Powell of Murfreesboro, 
Tenn.; and an uncle, Neil 
Stalion of Sturgis.

Susan was preceded 
in death by her parents, 
Ronald Keith Singleton 
and Mary Raye Stalion 
Singleton; her paternal 
grandparents, Virgil and 
Elaine Singleton of Sa-
lem; and her maternal 
grandparents, Roy and 
Evelyn Stalion of Marion.

There will be no visita-
tion or services.  Burial 
will be in Lola Cemetery 
beside her parents. Gil-
bert Funeral Home was in 
charge of arrangements.

Shelley
Kenneth “Dolittle” Shel-

ley, 60, of Marion died 
Thursday, Aug. 20, 2026, 
at his home. Kenneth 
was born Oct. 6, 1965, 
in Gary, 
Ind., to the 
late William 
and Anna-
belle Wilkens 
Shelley. Ken-
neth was a 
heavy equip-
ment oper-
ator for IUOE 181. Ken-
neth loved the rodeo and 
was a member of PRCA 
and IPRA. He was a gift-
ed team roper, winning 
multiple awards. Ken-
neth also loved 昀rearms 
and was a member of the 
NRA.

Surviving are his life-
long companion, Marsha 
Burkeen; son, Lane (Jes-
sica) Shelley; daughter, 
Amanda Alsobrook; step-
daughter, Tiffany (Scot-
tie) Brown; two sisters, 
Doris Belcher and Dee 
Ross; brother, Bill (Pam) 
Shelley; and four grand-
children, Brier Brown, 
Brayton Brown, Ida Shel-
ley and Loren Lopez.

In addition to his par-
ents, Kenneth is preced-
ed in death by his son, 
Michael Todd Shelley.

Funeral services were 
Saturday, Aug 22 at Gil-
bert Funeral Home.

Expressions of sympa-
thy may be made to The 
Kentucky High School 
Rodeo Association. 

Thursday, Aug. 27
• Line dancing begins at 
9:30 a.m., at the Crittenden 
County Senior Center
• The Crittenden County 
Library will have its public 
library board meeting from 
5-6 p.m. in the library meet-
ing room.
Friday, Aug. 28
• Crittenden County Food 
Bank will have distribution 
from 8 a.m.-noon at 402 N. 
Walker St. in Marion.  
Sunday, Aug. 30
• The 4-H banquet will 
be held at the Crittenden 
County Lion’s Club building 
at 1 p.m.

Community 
Calendar
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Spotting a bald ea-
gle in Kentucky isn’t as 
common as spotting a 
deer, but the chances are 
improving due to con-
sistent conservation ef-
forts. It was at one point 
unheard of to see a bald 
eagle, despite its status 
as our national bird. 
Because of federal laws 
protecting birds of prey 
and other species from 
dangerous insecticides, 
bald eagles are making a 
comeback. As their num-
bers improve, one might 
even be able to spot one, 
or several, here in Crit-
tenden County.

Most of Crittenden 
County’s bald eagle en-
counters occur along the 
road as the opportunis-
tic birds feast on road-
kill. Though powerful 
hunters, they will glad-
ly switch to scavenging 
when an easy meal is 
presented. Bald eagles 
also have been known to 
participate in kleptopar-
asitism, harassing other 
eagles and birds of prey 
until they leave their 
meals to the eagles.

Realizing the impor-
tance of seeing a bald 
eagle means under-
standing just how close 
we were to never seeing 
these beautiful birds 
again. Their plight be-
gan after World War II 
with the widespread 
use of DDT, a pesticide 
heralded for controlling 
mosquitoes and oth-
er harmful insects like 
never before. While DDT 
was visibly successful at 
killing unwanted pests, 
the pesticide’s unseen 
effects were wreaking 
havoc on ecosystems. 
Aquatic plants and 昀sh 
absorbed it, and birds of 
prey, such as bald eagles 
that ate the 昀sh, were 
subsequently poisoned.

The poison didn’t kill 
them but rather changed 
them biologically. Bald 
eagles typically have only 
one or two eggs each 
season, and the poison 
caused the eggshells to 
be weak. The effects were 

devastating. When the 
adults turned the frag-
ile eggs over to incubate 
them, they would break. 
Further research also 
linked other pesticides 
to bald eagle mortality 
rates.

Bald eagles were 
placed on the endan-
gered species list in 
1967, but they were not 
the only avian species af-
fected by DDT and pesti-
cide use. Conservationist 
Rachel Carson argued 
that the widespread use 
of such chemicals was 
“silencing” native spe-
cies at an alarming rate. 
Carson’s book, aptly ti-
tled “Silent Spring,” was 
the anthem for banning 
DDT and other harmful 
pesticides in America. 
Carson’s work didn’t go 
unnoticed. In 1972, the 
Environmental Protec-
tion Agency outlawed 
DDT. That was the turn-
ing point for the bald ea-
gle.

In 1995, bald eagles 
were reclassi昀ed as a 
threatened species, and 
in 2007, they were re-
moved from the endan-
gered species list alto-
gether. The National Fish 
and Wildlife Service re-
corded 71,000 breeding 
pairs in the country in 
2009.

Bald eagles mate for 

life and build huge nests 
together, continuing to 
build this comeback 
story. One of the largest 
nests recorded weighed 
more than 2,000 pounds. 
The couple will return to 
the same nest year af-
ter year unless they are 
disturbed or run short 
on food. Skittish and of-
ten solitary, life in a nest 
went mostly unseen until 
the days of the internet.

Eagle webcams have 
become extremely popu-
lar over the last several 
years, with thousands 
tuning in to watch ea-
gle couples welcome the 
next generation. Califor-
nia’s Big Bear Valley ea-
gles, Jackie and Shadow, 
had an audience of more 
than 90,000 viewers 
during hatching season 
in 2025. While audienc-
es are enamored with 
young wildlife of any 
species, these birds have 
had a strong following 
even after the little ones 
grow up and leave the 
nest.

These same support-

ers have followed Jack-
ie’s health scare since 
late July. After a 昀ght 
with younger eagles, she 
was taken to an animal 
hospital in critical condi-
tion. While her prognosis 
remains critical and her 
condition is being mon-
itored day to day, she 
remains a viral force for 
her species. Her physi-
cians wrote on her behalf 
on social media, “One 
bald eagle inspired mil-
lions of people to protect 
the future of an entire 
ecosystem. The result is 
far bigger than one nest 
or one eagle: Generations 

of bald eagles, and all the 
wildlife that depends on 
this landscape, can con-
tinue to thrive.”

While the audience for 
Crittenden County’s bald 
eagles isn’t huge, many 
have taken note of the 
nests around the county 
and in nearby areas. At 
least one has been built 
on private land along 
the Tradewater River in 
northeastern Crittenden 
County. If the nest re-
mains undisturbed, the 
couple will return to it in 
early 2027. That’s when 
the next chapter of this 
comeback story will be-
gin to be written.

Bald Eagles: An American comeback story

Source: Th e Kentucky State Study 2023: Conducted by Coda Ventures, Base: Total adults, multiple results

59% Local newspapers/newspaper websites
32% Local tv/cable

26% Word of mouth/friends/relatives
25% Local radio

24% Government websites
15% City newsletters

11% Public bulletin boards
7% Non-government website

5% Other

We Are Prou d To Be

DID YOU KNOW?
  LOCAL NEWSPAPERS and newspaper websites are relied 

on more than any other media for information about public 
notices and local government.
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