
A Brief History of Crit-
tenden County  
By Braxton McDonald 

In the year 1961, 
Crittenden County 
was getting ready to 
have a big celebration, 
which would be 
known as the Frontier 
Festival. It would take 
place for three days in 
the fall, Sept.14, 15, 
and 16. A gathering of 
history was started for 
the whole county. 
From all the infor-
mation gathered, a 
small booklet 
was made ti-
tled Crit-
t e n d e n 
Frontier Fes-
tival. It is a 
treasure if 
you have one.  
There is a lot 
of our history 
recorded in 
this little 
booklet. Brax-
ton McDonald 
compiled a 
brief history 
of the county 
which is very 
i n t e r e s t e d 
and informative.  Here 
is his article. 

––––– 
James Armstrong, 

first settler  
Soon after the sign-

ing of the Declaration 
of Independence in 
1776, Fincastle 
County, Va., was di-
vided into three new 
counties. One of these 
was named Kentucky. 
Four years later Ken-
tucky County was di-
vided into the 
counties of Fayette, 
Jefferson and Lincoln, 
the county of Lincoln 
composing the west-
ern part. 

When Kentucky be-
came a state in 1792, 
Logan County was 
formed from the west-
ern part of Lincoln 
County, and in 1796 
Christian County was 
formed from the west-
ern part of Logan 
County.  Just two 
years later, in 1798, 
Livingston County 
was formed from the 
western part of Chris-
tian County. At the 
time of the formation, 
Livingston County 
composed all that 
vast area from Chris-
tian County to the 
Ohio River and what 
later became the 
Jackson Purchase. 
About a dozen 
counties were formed 
from this area, includ-

ing Crittenden 
County. 

It was found that a 
site on Livingston 
Creek in what is now 
Crittenden County 
was the center of the 
settled portion of this 
new territory, and a 
seat of government 
was established there 
in 1799 and named 
Centerville. A court-
house and jail were 
built, and a Govern-
ment Land Grant of-
fice established. The 

town grew rap-
idly for a few 
years, soon 
reaching its 
peak of about 
300 pop-
ulation. It soon 
declined just 
as rapidly, ho-
wever, as new 
counties were 
formed from 
the mother 
county of Liv-
ingston. When 
C a l d w e l l 
County was 
established in 
1809, Center-

ville lost the seat of 
government to Salem. 

James Armstrong, a 
native of South Caro-
lina, was the first ac-
tual settler in the 
territory of what is 
now Crittenden 
County. He went to 
Russellville in 1785 
by pack horse. There 
he found that all the 
best land had been 
entered, and he and 
his faithful horse ven-
tured into the great 
new unsettled terri-
tory of western Ken-
tucky. 

After his claim was 
established about 
midsummer of 1791, 
Mr. Armstrong 
brought his family 
from South Carolina 
to live in their new 
home in the wilder-
ness. By this time 
other families were 
settling in the terri-
tory, and between 
1785 and 1800 about 
60 families were set-
tling in the territory. 

––––– 
Area Grew Rapidly  

In general these 
early settlers were of 
English, Scotch and 
Irish descent. They 
were true American 
citizens, intelligent, 
patriotic, courageous 
and deeply religious.   

From 1800 to 
1840 the area grew 
very rapidly in pop-

ulation. By 1840 
nearly 10,000 people 
lived within the 800 
square mile area of 
Livingston County.   

There were 
only three voting pre-
cincts, and it was over 
30 miles distant from 
the remote eastern 
and western sections. 
The people of these far 
off sections conceived 
the idea of a division, 
and this grew into 
some shape when the 
time came for the 
legislative election in 
1840, when Joseph 
Watts, a divisionist, 
was elected.   

The next election 
was a very hot contest 
between the Division-
ists and the Anti-Divi-
sionists. The 
campaigning was vig-
orous, the issue being 
debated at pubic 
gatherings through-
out the county. At the 
polls the eastern and 
western sections won 
over the center by the 
election of Dr. John S. 
Gilliam. Dr. Gilliam 
was returned to the 
legislature in 1842, 
and it was through 
his earnest efforts 
that the legislature 
passed an act ap-
proved Jan. 26, 1842 
which established the 
new county of Crit-
tenden to take full 
and legal effect on the 
first day of April, 
1842. 

Since its formation, 
Crittenden County 
has been fairly evenly 
divided between the 
two major political 
parties. At first the 
Democratic party out 
numbered the Whigs. 
In general, however, 
for several years be-
fore the Civil War very 
little interest was 
shown in politics. Pri-
mary elections and 
County Committees 
were unknown, and 
sometimes one candi-
date would run for 
two or more different 
offices.   

The presidential 
election of 1854, ho-
wever, infused new 
life into politics as the 
great issues leading to 
the war developed. 
From this great inter-
est and concern, four 
political groups be-
came recognized in 
the county. They were 
the Democrats, the 
Conservative Demo-
crats, or Union men, 

the Whigs, and the 
Know Nothings.   

––––– 
Reconstruction after 
the war 

In general just be-
fore the war, the Dem-
ocrats dominated the 
elections, but by the 
election of 1862 the 
elections were dom-
inated by the Repub-
licans. Crittenden 
County was thus 
caught squarely be-
tween the ideals of 
both the North and 
South during the 
great war.  During the 
middle and latter 
periods of the war, 
guerrilla parties from 
both sides entered 
and ravaged homes, 
took property and 
livestock and in some 
cases killed sympa-
thizers of the opposite 
side. 

Being the type of 
people they were, all 
these heartaches and 
disasters of war were 
taken in stride, and 
they set about imme-
diately to the great 
task of the rebuilding 
of Crittenden County. 

Reconstruction was 
a great task because 
of the comparative 
lack of wealth and re-
sources available.  
Basic with the ideals 
of the people, im-

provement of the 
churches and schools 
were started almost 
immediately.  

Marion took a great 
lead in education in 
Kentucky when it es-
tablished the Marion 
Academy right after 
the Civil War in 1868.  
The academic courses 
were extensive and 
were conducted in 
such a way as to bring 
great credit and re-
spect to Marion and 
to Crittenden County.   

Population in-
creased rapidly and 
agriculture became 
the major industry. 
The development of 
the mineral resources 
received impetus, and 
soon the fluorspar 
areas were humming 
with activity. Within 
30 years after the 
Civil War, the pop-
ulation had risen to 
nearly 13,000 and the 
school census of 1892 
shows 4,505 white 
children and 404 col-
ored children of 
school are in the 
county. 

––––– 
First Mining 

In area, Crittenden 
County contains 391 
square miles. In gen-
eral it is a dissected 
plateau. The surface 
is generally broken, 

high and rolling.  The 
area is very com-
pletely faulted and is 
in the center of one of 
the richest deposits of 
fluorspar regions of 
the world. 

Crittenden County 
is rich in minerals. 
The first mining in the 
county was done by 
the Mound Builders, 
as is proven by the 
items of ornaments 
they made of fluor-
spar.  (Tolu area) 

The first mining 
done by the early set-
tlers was at the time 
Andrew Jackson, who 
owned many acres in 
the Hurricane Dis-
trict, where he mined 
ore and set up a blast 
furnace. At this time, 
he found fluorspar 
and lead but not 
knowing the value of 
it, threw it into the 
dump heap. Lead and 
zinc have also been 
produced and some 
coal is found in the 
northern part of the 
county. (Bells Mines) 

––––– 
Facts About Our 
County 

The county is 
largely bounded by 
three rivers, namely 
the Ohio and Trade-
water rivers on the 
north and east, and 
the Cumberland River 
on the south. 

Five major creeks 
drain the county. 
These are Crooked 
Creek, Hurricane 
Creek, Camp Creek, 
Piney Creek and Liv-
ingston Creek. 

The highest point in 
the county is the peak 
of Wilson Hill Near 
Marion, with an alti-
tude of 843 feet.  The 
lowest point is 330 
feet at low water on 
the Ohio River at the 
mouth of Deer Creek. 

The Flynn's Ferry 
Road and other roads 
of the county, for over 
100 years, was the 
leading Kentucky 
route for frontiers who 
settled the states of Il-
linois, Indiana and 
Missouri. 

––––– 
(Brenda Underdown is 

chair of Crittenden 
County Historical Soci-
ety and a member of 
Crittenden County Ge-
nealogical Society. Much 
more local history can be 
found at OurForgotten-
Passages.blogspot.com
.) 
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This small history pamphlet was prepared for the 
event.  It is full of many interesting history ar-
ticles, facts and stories of happening, and busi-
nesses that were in the county, plus pictures and 
articles on some of the historical people that 
helped form our county. Braxton McDonald 
wrote many of the articles in the pamphlet.  
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Brenda
Underdown
County Historian

Forgotten
Passages

NOTICE OF PASSAGE 
AND 

SUMMARY OF ORDINANCE 
 
ORDINANCE N0. 26-O-009  AN ORDINANCE RELATING TO ELECTRICAL 
INSPECTION FEE SCHEDULE 
 
 Notice is hereby given that the Fiscal Court of Crittenden County Kentucky, at a 

special called meeting held on July 30, 2026, at 4:00 p.m., gave second reading 

and passed and adopted an Ordinance relating to the Ordinances of the Crittenden County 

Fiscal Court, which Ordinance had been given its first reading at its regular meeting of the 

Fiscal Court held on July 16, 2026, at 8:30 a.m.  A summary of the Ordinance is 

as follows: 
 This Ordinance repeals Ordinance 15-006 and establishes the inspection fee 
schedule for residential and commercial construction.   

 
The full text of the Ordinance is on file in the Office of the County Clerk in the County 

Administrative Office Building, Industrial Drive, Marion, Kentucky, where it is available for 

public inspection. 
     PREPARED BY: 

      /s/ Robert B. Frazer 
      ROBERT B. FRAZER 
      CRITTENDEN COUNTY ATTORNEY  
      P.O. BOX 364 
      MARION, KY 42064 
      270/965-4600    
      July 30, 2026 

Land Between the 
Lakes National Rec-
reation Area has a 
free mobile app, mak-
ing it easier to explore 
LBL’s trails, plan 
visits and see sched-

uled activities in the 
recreation area.  

The app provides: 
•Detailed Trail 

Maps of boat ramps, 
camping areas and 
parking across 

170,000 acres. 
• Points of Interest 

such as the Elk & 
Bison Prairie, Home-
place Working Farm, 
Woodlands Nature 
Station, Golden Pond 

Planetarium and 
more. 

•Staff-created Itin-
eraries. 

•Real-Time Up-
dates.  

•Challenges.

Free LBL app offers digital recreational access 


