
FERRY REMAINS IDLE 
City will move to pass 
resolution for resolution 

The Cave-In-Rock Ferry has now 
been idle for more than a month as 
negotiations continue without a res-
olution. Kentucky and Illinois have 
offered a 10% funding increase for 
the next two years, while ferry oper-
ator Lonnie Lewis has sought a 47% 
increase. Crittenden County Judge-
Executive Perry Newcom said dis-
cussions are continuing and 
additional information about a pos-
sible new proposal could emerge 
this week. However, he remains 
guarded about the prospects of 
reaching a deal. Meanwhile, the City 
of Marion and Crittenden County 
Chamber of Commerce are each 
drafting a resolution related to the 
ferry impasse for consideration at 
their upcoming August meetings. 

 
Back-to-School Events 

Crittenden County Schools’ back-
to-school events are just around the 
corner as students prepare to return 
for the new academic year. All back-
to-school events will be held on 
consecutive days Monday, Aug. 17 
and Tuesday, Aug. 18. The schedule 
includes: 
•Kindergarten 5 to 6:30 p.m., Aug. 17 
•Preschool 4 to 5:30 p.m., Aug. 17. 
•Elementary School grades 1-5 from 
4 to 6 p.m., Aug. 18. 
•Middle School 4 to 6 p.m., Aug. 17. 
•High School 4 to 6 p.m., Aug. 17. 

Families will have an opportunity 
to meet teachers and staff, visit 
classrooms and prepare for the start 
of school. 

  
UPCOMING MEETINGS 

•Crittenden County Board of Ed-
ucation will meet at 5:30 p.m., 
Thursday, Aug. 6, 2026, for a 
working session at Rocket Arena. 

•Marion Code Enforcement 
Board will meet at 5 p.m. Monday, 
Aug. 10, at city hall. 

•Livingston County Board of Ed-
ucation will meet at 5 p.m. Mon-
day, Aug. 10. 

•Crittenden County Chamber of 
Commerce will meet at 8:30 a.m. 
Tuesday, Aug. 11, in the Rocket 
Arena conference room. 

•Caldwell County Fiscal Court 
will meet at 9 a.m. Tuesday, Aug. 
11, at the courthouse. 

•Crittenden-Livingston Farm 
Service Agency County Committee 
will meet at 7:30 p.m. Wednesday, 
Aug. 12, at the Salem Service Cen-
ter. Call the office in advance to 
verify that the meeting remains on 
the schedule. 

•Crittenden County Board of Ed-
ucation will meet at 5:30 p.m., 
Thursday, Aug. 13, 2026, at 
Rocket Arena. 

•Marion City Council will meet 
at 5 p.m. Monday, Aug. 17, at city 
hall. 

•Fredonia City Council will meet 
at 7 p.m. Monday, Aug. 17, at city 
hall. 

•Marion-Crittenden County 911 
Board will meet at 3:30 p.m. Mon-
day, Aug. 17, at city hall. 

•Marion Tourism and Recreation 
Commission will meet at 8:30 a.m. 
Tuesday, Aug. 18, at the Marion 
Welcome Center. 

•Salem City Council will meet at 
5 p.m. Tuesday, Aug. 18, in the 
Deer Lakes meeting room. 

•Livingston County Conserva-
tion District will meet at 8 a.m. 
Thursday, Aug. 20, at Deer Lakes 
Golf Course in Salem. 
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U.S. Rep. James Comer stopped in 
Marion last week to highlight $1 million 
in federal funding that will accelerate 
construction of a parallel taxiway at 
James C. Johnson Marion-Crittenden 
County Airport. 

Comer spoke to a large crowd assem-
bled Wednesday, July 29 inside the air-
port’s main hangar. This was the plan’s 
formal announcement, although fund-
ing for the project was originally re-
vealed last winter. Local officials said 
the congressional appropriation helped 
persuade the Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration to provide its share sooner than 
originally planned. 

The estimated $4.5 million project will 
add a full-length taxiway parallel to the 
airport’s 5,000-foot runway. Airport 
Board Chairman Jim Johnson said the 
improvement is primarily about safety 
because aircraft now must taxi on the 
active runway before takeoff or after 
landing. 

“A full parallel taxiway will signifi-
cantly improve safety for pilots, passen-
gers, airport staff and everyone who 

uses the facility,” Johnson said when 
the plan was first unveiled. 

The FAA had planned to distribute its 
funding over three years, but Comer’s 
work to secure the additional $1 million 
prompted the agency to make its fund-
ing available this year, Johnson said 
last week. Design work is already un-
derway, although the construction con-
tract has not been advertised for bids. 

Construction is expected to begin in 
spring 2027, and Johnson said the taxi-
way should be operational by the end of 
that year. 

No city or county tax money will be 
used. The airport will provide the re-
quired 2.5% local match through avia-
tion fuel sales, hangar rentals and other 
airport revenue. 

“This money was going to end up at 
an airport somewhere,” Johnson said. 
“We’re fortunate that it’s coming here.” 

About 200 jets used the airport dur-
ing the fiscal year that ended June 30, 
2025. Johnson said the FAA funding 
was targeted toward Kentucky airports 
with runways of at least 5,000 feet that  
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When the boss sat in the 
same pew: Crittenden 
County and the mining 
that didn’t turn bloody 

 
BY ROBERT ORDWAY 
SPECIAL TO THE PRESS 

In the 1930s, as Harlan County, 
Kentuckcy, erupted into one of the 
most violent labor conflicts in Ameri-
can history, a quiet reality was un-
folding 200 miles to the west. In 
Crittenden County, men went into the 
ground every morning to dig fluorspar 
– a mineral essential to building the 
steel for Allied ships, the aluminum 
for wartime aircraft and, eventually, 
the uranium for the atomic bomb. 
They put in the sweat equity, doing 
dangerous physical labor for modest 
wages during a decade of historic eco-
nomic catastrophe. And yet, the guns 
stayed holstered. The National Guard 
never came. Florence Reece never 
wrote a protest song about Marion, 
Kentucky. 

That silence demands our attention. 
It tells us something profound – not 
just about one hardscrabble county’s 
past, but about the conditions re-
quired for ordinary citizens to retain 
the agency to shape their own lives. 

The story of Bloody Harlan is well 

known. The absentee corporate elites 
of eastern Kentucky engineered, with 
architectural precision, a system de-
signed to crush local independence 
and manufacture reliance. They 
owned the houses, the stores, the 
post offices and the local sheriffs. 
Miners were paid in company scrip 
redeemable only at the company 
store. A man who signed a union card 
lost not just his job, but his home, 
his family’s food supply and any 
prospect of future employment in the 
county. When the Great Depression 
hit and distant operators slashed 
wages, the working class of Harlan 
County had no economic ground left 
to stand on. The ensuing violence was 
not a failure of character or culture. It  
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Local leaders welcomed Congressman James Comer to the airport last week for the formal announcement of funding for new 
development at the air strip. Pictured are (from left) Caldwell County Judge-Executive Kota Young, Lyon County Judge-Executive 
Jamie Smith, U.S. Rep. James Comer, Kentucky Rep. Jim Gooch, Crittenden County Judge-Executive Perry Newcom, City Coun-
cilman Dwight Sherer, Marion Mayor D’Anna Browning, Livingston County Judge-Executive Michael Williams, Marion Council-
man Cutter Singleton, Emergency Management Director Scott Hurley, magistrate-elect Brennan Cruce, Airport Board Chairman 
Jim Johnson and airport board directors Will Topp, Dan Rubino, Paul Gillies and Harry Nation.

One Million is part of $4.5M project 

Comer: Marion has the nicest airport in KY 

Congressman James Comer (left) visits 
with Livingston Judge-Executive 
Michael Williams and Bluegrass 
Fluorspar CEO Matthew Miller at the 
Marion airport. 

Exploring local mining heritage
Hudson Mine tribute 
Saturday at Fohs Hall 
 
STAFF REPORT 

A detailed presentation recounting the 
1926 Hudson Mine cave-in and the ex-
traordinary rescue effort that followed 
will be the featured attraction at a free 
centennial celebration Saturday, Aug. 8, 
in Marion. 

“All Found Alive!” will be held from 10 
a.m. to 3 p.m., at Fohs Hall and the 
neighboring Ben E. Clement Mineral Mu-
seum. Registration will begin at 9 a.m., 
and organizers encourage visitors to ar-
rive before the featured program starts 
promptly at 10. 

Bo Moodie will lead the presentation at 
Fohs Hall, using historical photographs 
and A.M. Shelby’s written report to pro-
vide a play-by-play account of the disas-
ter and rescue. 

“People need to be here at Fohs Hall 
between 9 and 10 for registration,” or-
ganizer Andrea Clement said. “The stuff 
you don’t want to miss is at 10 o’clock.” 

The program will explain the daunting 
conditions rescuers encountered and the 
repeated mechanical and logistical fail-
ures that complicated their work. 

“It was Murphy’s law in effect,” 
Clement said. “Anything and everything 
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Miners from the Big Four Mine, which 
was located near Sheridan.

RESCUE 
Continued from page 1 

that could go wrong did 
go wrong. And they never 
gave up.” 

Five fluorspar miners – 
Randolph Cobb, Roy 
James, George Castiller, 
U.B. Wilson and Harry 
Watson – were trapped 
about 150 to 160 feet un-
derground after a mas-
sive cave-in occurred 
between 9 and 10 p.m., 
Aug. 5, 1926, at the Hud-
son Zinc and Spar Mine 
southwest of Salem not 
far off of what is today 
Cedar Grove Road. 

The mine had operated 
intermittently since the 
1890s. Near the working 
area was an abandoned 
pit about 90 feet deep 
that had filled with water, 
mud, discarded timbers 
and other refuse. Older 
miners had warned that 
if the ground beneath the 
pit gave way, water and 
debris would rush into 
the lower workings. 

When timbers began 
snapping, two miners es-
caped in a mining tub 
and climbed out through 
the main shaft. James 
ran to warn four men 
working elsewhere in the 
mine and became 
trapped with them. 

The five had no food 
and almost no drinking 
water. They shared four 
matches and conserved 
their carbide lamps by 
burning only one at a 
time. In the bitter cold 
and darkness, they col-
lected condensation in a 
Prince Albert tobacco can 
to provide small dabs of 
water. 

Believing they might 
never return to the sur-
face, the men wrote mes-
sages inside their caps. 
The most famous read, “If 
we are dead when you 
find us, we are saved.” 

Above ground, mining 
companies quickly as-
sembled and vowed to 
spare no expense. 
Fluorspar mines sus-
pended operations and 
sent their best workers 
and equipment. The coal 
industry also joined the 
effort. 

Heavy machinery had 
to be hauled over rough 
roads, and tractors re-
peatedly broke down. 
Workers welded through 
the night to keep the 
equipment moving. A 
bearing failed in a new 
centrifugal pump within 
about 30 minutes of its 
arrival. A replacement 
pump brought from 
Memphis also experi-
enced a bearing failure. 

When a replacement 
part missed an expedited 
train, a mining company 
vice president and his 
pilot flew it to Salem and 
landed in a field. The 

truck sent to retrieve 
them then broke down. 
After the equipment was 
repaired, the local power 
plant failed. 

Despite every setback, 
the rescuers continued 
pumping and digging, 
Clement said, recounting 
the rescue's history. 

Thousands gathered 
near the mine, creating 
such congestion that the 
National Guard was sum-
moned to control access 
and oversee food distri-
bution. Community 
members supplied res-
cuers with meals and hot 
coffee as the operation 
continued around the 
clock. 

The story spread inter-
nationally, with accounts 
of the rescue appearing 
as far away as England. 
Clement compares its im-
pact to the 2010 rescue of 
33 miners in Chile – an-
other disaster that, coin-
cidentally, began Aug. 5. 

During the night before 
the Hudson miners were 
reached, a radio operator 
was flown from Evansville 
to lower a microphone 
into the mine. Voices 
were detected, confirming 
that the men were still 
alive, although the dis-
covery was kept relatively 
quiet to avoid raising 
false hope. 

Rescuers finally broke 
through on the morning 
of Aug. 12 after six days 
and seven nights. All five 
men were brought out 
alive. Cobb, the first lifted 
to the surface, greeted 
the cheering crowd with 
the memorable words, 
“Hello there, boys. I’m not 
sick.” 

Following Moodie’s 
presentation, the pro-
gram will feature direct 
quotations from the min-
ers describing what they 
endured underground. 
An open microphone will 
allow descendants and 
community members to 
share family stories. 

Guest speakers Jeremy 
Walker and Josh Orr, 
who work in mine inspec-
tion and both live in Mar-
ion, will discuss modern 
safety practices. The 
Hudson disaster and the 
national attention it re-
ceived helped spur 
greater oversight and 
safety inspections within 
the fluorspar industry, 
making the rescue an im-
portant chapter in the de-
velopment of modern 
mine-safety standards. 

Music will be provided 
by Cutter & Cash and 
The Kentucky Grass. The 
morning program will 
also include an introduc-
tion to Bluegrass 
Fluorspar and a drawing 
for an America 250-
themed quilt made by a 
descendant of a Revolu-
tionary War patriot. 

A photo booth created 
from an image of the ac-
tual rescue will be avail-
able, along with a miner’s 
lunchbox station offering 
ham biscuits and coffee. 
The refreshments are in-
tended as a snack rather 
than a full meal. 

The formal lunch break 
will run from noon until 
1:30 p.m., allowing visi-
tors to eat at local restau-
rants before returning for 
afternoon activities. 

“Most of the restau-
rants have connections to 
either this mine rescue or 
have been lifelong advo-
cates for this museum,” 
Clement said. 

A tour of the Ben E. 
Clement Mineral Mu-
seum will begin at 1:30 
p.m. At 2:30, participants 
will gather beneath the 
museum pavilion for a 
hands-on discussion of 
mining equipment. 

Clement said she hopes 
the celebration encour-
ages families with gener-
ational ties to mining to 
explore the museum and 
recognize that history as 
their own. 

“There is so much min-
ing heritage here in the 
community,” she said. “I 
find it shocking that 
there are people whose 
families were in mining 
for multiple generations 
and have never set foot in 
this museum.” 

She said those families 
possess the same deter-
mination exhibited dur-
ing the rescue a century 
ago. 

“This is your heritage. 
This is what you come 
from,” Clement said. 

“They have grit for a rea-
son. It’s in their DNA.” 

Clement, Lola Guess 
and Cathy Poindexter 
helped lay the ground-
work for the celebration 
and have spent years col-
lecting and preserving its 
history. Archives com-
piled by the late B.J. May 
and others include a pre-
served interview with May 
and his father, who par-
ticipated in the rescue. 
Organizers are also work-
ing on a book about the 
event, while Guess has 
pursued a historical 
marker. 

Anyone with family sto-
ries, photographs, news-
paper clippings, 
documents or other ma-
terials related to the res-
cue is encouraged to 
contact Clement or the 
Ben E. Clement Mineral 
Museum. 

The free celebration is 
co-hosted by the Liv-
ingston County Historical 
Society and the Ben E. 
Clement Mineral Mu-
seum.
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, Monday, August 24, 2026 at the 
Office, 620 East Main Street; Salem, KY 42078  

 
 involves surface preparation and painting of a 100,000 gallon steel water storage tank.  Bids will be 

received for a single prime Contract. Bids shall be on a unit price basis as indicated in the Bid Form. 
 
The Issuing Office for the Bidding Documents is: McGhee Engineering, Inc., at P.O. Box 267, 202 South Ewing 
Street, Guthrie, Kentucky 42234 or by calling (270) 483-9985.  Perspective Bidders may examine the Bidding 
Documents at the Issuing Office on Mondays through Fridays between the hours of 8:30-4:30 pm, and may obtain 
copies of the Bidding Documents from the Issuing Office as described below.  

  Plans will be sold with an option of Digital only 
OR Printed Set w/ Digital copy.  Bids will be accepted only from registered contractors holding approved bid forms 
provided by the Issuing Office.  Plan holders may be viewed at www.mcgheeengineering.com. 
 
 
All bidders shall submit with their bid an acceptable bid bond or a certified check in the amount of five percent (5%) 
of the bid, payable to the Owner. The Owner reserves the right to waive any informalities or to reject any and all 
bids.  No bidder may withdraw their bid after the date of the bid opening. The award of this project will be to the 
lowest, responsive, responsible bidder. The Bidder awarded the contract shall substantially complete this project 
within 40 calendar days. Liquidated damages will be assessed at $500 per calendar day. This project is funded with 
funds provided by Community Development Block Grant program plus the Kentucky Drinking Water State Revolving 
Fund (SRF) with federal funds provided by the Environmental Protection Agency.  SRF requirements and provisions 
must be met by the Bidder and all subcontractors.  Bidders must comply with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, 
the Anti-Kickback Act, and the Contract Work Hours Standard Act.  Bidders must comply with the President's 
Executive Order No. 11246 as amended, which prohibits discrimination in employment regarding race, creed, color, 
sex or national origin.  This project will be in compliance with Executive Order 11246 (Equal Employment 
Opportunity) as amended.  Contractor/Subcontractor will comply with 41 CFR 60-4, in regard to affirmative action, 
to insure equal opportunity to females and minorities and will apply the time tables and goals set forth in 41 CFR 
60-4.  Bidder will make positive efforts to use small, minority, women owned and disadvantaged businesses.  
Procurement will be subject to DOW Procurement Guidance and CDBG requirements including the Davis-Bacon 
Act; all as signed by the Crittenden Livingston County Water District, 2026 
 
Preparation of Bid for CDBG Funded Project: 
 
Each bid must be submitted on the prescribed form and accompanied by Certification of Bidder Regarding Equal 
Employment Opportunity, Form 950.1; Certification of Bidder (Contractor) Concerning Labor Standards and 
Prevailing Wage Requirements, Form 1421; & Certification of Bidder Regarding Section 3 and Segregated 
Facilities.  All blank spaces for bid prices must be filled in, by ink or typewritten, in both words and figures, and the 
foregoing Certifications must be fully completed and executed when submitted.  Attention of bidders is particularly 
called to the requirements as to conditions of employment to be observed and Davis/Bacon Act prevailing minimum 
wages to be paid under contract, Section 3, Segregated Facility, Section 109, and E.O 11246 and Title VI.  Minority 
bidders are encouraged to bid.  Owner reserves the right to waive any informalities or to reject any or all bids. 
 

  
   

Crittenden County’s 4-H trap 
team opened its season re-
cently at a 4-H trap shoot in 
Hopkinsville. Colt Hayes 
placed second, and Gunner 
Smith finished third. Pictured 
are (front from left) Cooper 
Rich, Jhett Wright, Miley 
Hayes, coach A.J. Wessell; 
(back) Case Cummins, Trap-
per Haire, Colt Hayes, Braden 
Patton and volunteer Clint 
Nalley. Gunner Smith is not 
pictured.

The former Crittenden Community Hospital annex, was 
demolished this week after being deemed structurally 
unsound. Crews with Superior Excavating and Trucking 
of Marion brought the building down Tuesday and spent 
the following days loading and hauling away the debris. 
Once the site is cleared, work will shift to grading the 
property, followed by seeding and spreading straw. 
Weather permitting, the cleanup and restoration work is 
expected to be completed late this week. 


