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COPY THAT

ACROSS
1 Quick boxing moves
5 Actor’s comment

to the audience

10 Some nonstick
cookware

14 Very often

15 Boring and
predictable

16 Totally destroy

17 Instagram’s
parent company

18 Removes wrinkles
from

19 “___the Woods”

20 Thought
experiment
involving a feline
in a closed box

23 Uno + uno + uno

24 Warning signs

25 Goes against

28 Assists with a crime

31 Oodles

32 ___lodge (motel
chain)
33 “I'm flabber-

gasted” feeling

36 “Couldn’t agree
more!”

40 “Weekend
Update” show

41 Fan publications,
for short

42 Corp. big shots

43 Digital ___ (person
who travels freely
while working
remotely)

44 like a white-tie
event

46 76ers general

1 2 3 4

10 |11 |12 |13

14

© Andrews McMeel

65 Do afall chore

DOWN
1 Traffic problems
2 “Star Wars” actor
Guinness
3 “Whynot ___?"
4 ___fresh
(beginning anew)
5 Tolerates
6 Draped garments
7 Aware of
8 “Darn |t'"
9 “Who ___
comlng'?

manager Brand 10
49 Whereinsultsare 11
said to stick 12

They refract light
Eighth of a cup
Adversary in the

50 Noodles made “Percy Jackson”
from legumes, e.g. series

57 Elegant party 13 Unpleasant

58 Cheese from the people
Netherlands 21 Miner’s find

59 Ripped apart 22 Helicopter blade

60 Fail to mention 25 Calendar blocks

61 Had the title to 26
62 Biblical garden school

63 Back of the neck 27 Fair’s opposite
64 Vehicles pulled by 28 Needed an

huskies aspirin, say

English prep
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7 LITTLE WORDS

Find tha 7 words ta match the 7 cluas. The numbers in parentheses
represent the number of letlers in each solution. Each letter
combination can be used only once, but all letter combinations

will be necessary to complete the puzzle.

CLUES SOLUTIONS 3
1 considerably (5) g
2 twinge (4) £
3 talents (5) 5
4 more rash (7) £
5 fretful (7) i
6 qualm (9) :
7 words of greeting (10) %
ITE Qu NG ST FTS
Gl IER ING LU ISH
Ti TA PA PE MIS
ON GIV SA EV HA
Saturday's Answers: 1. MEDALIST 2. MALICK 3. BUILDING
4 DALLOWAY 5. ALBUMIN 6.BARITE 7.CLUBS st
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RACK 1

RACK 2

RACK 3

;fiu_:ner RACK 4

PAR SCORE 150-160 FOUR RACK TOTAL
BEST SCORE 210 TIME LIMIT: 20 MIN —

DIRECTIONS: Make a 2- to 7-letter word from
the letters in each row. Add points of each
word, using scoring directions at right. Finally,
7-letter words get 50-point bonus. “Blanks”
used as any letter have no point value. All the
words are in the Official SCRABBLE Players
Dictionary, 5th Edition.

SATURDAY’S ANSWER

(U [N [ [51] [ ] [z [E]
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RAcK1= _98

rackz= _ 60

Answers: Call 1-900-988-8300, 99 cents a minute; or, with a credit card, 1-800-320-4280.

LEXICS)
1. Go back to old behavior R__ __ _
2. Tiny amount

Pravious Puzzle: NEEDED, DANCER, RECENT, TONES, SENTIENCE

3. Give the boot | ST
4. Objectives  _______
5. Surgeon’s stitch B

Start at the double hexagon. Spell solutions to the clues below by winding your way through the grid. You can
backtrack to use letters more than once. Each new word starts with the last letter of the previous word.
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BRIDGE | FRANK STEWART

Spectacular play

“Minnie has a cross-stitched prayer
in her den,” Rose told me. “Grant me the
sense to forget the people I never liked
anyway, the good fortune to run into
those I do, and the eyesight to tell the
difference.”

Minnie Bottoms, my club’s senior
member, wears old bifocals that make
her mix up kings and jacks, often to her
opponents’ dismay. Minnie was declar-
er at four spades, and West led the king
of diamonds.

Last heart

“Minnie took the ace,” Rose said,
“drew trumps, cashed the ace of hearts,
led a second heart and called for dum-
my’s king. She next led the jack of dia-
monds and threw her last heart. West
took the king ... and Minnie led another
heart from dummy!

“She thought the jack of diamonds
was the king,” I laughed.

“They set her straight,” Rose said,
“but West was end-played. He had to
lead a diamond, conceding a ruff-sluff,
or a helpful club. If he’d had a third heart
and led it, Minnie would get a third
heart trick.”

Minnie and her glasses found a per-
fect play.

Daily question

Youhold: A Q1075¢vKJ64 ¢ AJ& 6
5 4. The dealer, at your left. opens one
club. Your partner doubles, and the next
player passes. What do you say?

Answer: Your partner promises
opening values or more and probably
has support for all the unbid suits. Since
you have 11 points, with none “wasted”
in clubs, game is likely. Cue-bid two
clubs. Your partner will surely bid a ma-
jor suit next, and you will raise to three
to invite game.

South dealer

N-S vulnerable

Can’t wait for your answers?
Find all the puzzle answers at
answers.usatoday.com

NORTH
AQ1075
COKJ64
OGAJ
654
WEST EAST
AJ6 A2
Q75 Q1083
CKQ10852 C9764
®AJ3 Q1098
SOUTH
AAK9843
CA92
o3
* K72
South West North East
) 20 3A Pass
4A All Pass

Opening lead - & K
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BOGGLE BRAINBUSTERS

INSTRUCTIONS: Find as many words as
you can by linking letters up, down,
side-to-side and diagonally, writing
words on a blank sheet of paper. You
may only use each letter box once
within a single word. Play with a friend
and compare word finds, crossing out
common words.

5-11-26

BOGGLE

POINT SCALE

YOUR BOGGLE’
RATING

151+ = Champ
101-150 = Expert
61-100= Pro

31- 60 = Gamer
21- 30 = Rookie
11- 20 = Amateur
-10 = Try again

Boggl€ BrainBusters Bonus

We put special brain-busting words into the
grid of letters. Can you find them?

Find AT LEAST FIVE FLOWERS in
the grid of letters.

o

Answers to Saturday’s Bogglé BrainBusters:
BOGELE is a trademerk of Hasbro, Inc MALTA ITALY HAITI SPAIN INDIA

©2026 Hasbro, Inc: Distibuted by Tibune Content Agency. Al Rights Reserved.

ASK CAROLYN | CAROLYN HAX

Second weddings should be
low-key and private, right?

Adapted from an online discussion.

Hi, Carolyn: It'll be a second marriage
for both of us. I had a decent-sized wed-
ding the first time around, whereas he
eloped - but they were young and trying
to dodge family judgment.

Neither of us is big on attention or fan-
fare, but we have three tweens who have
all shown unusual amounts of interest
and curiosity in how we’re going to cele-
brate: lots of questions in particular
about what kind of fancy dress I will
wear. We are not taking their enthusiasm
for granted and are thinking maybe it
would be nice to do something, actually!
But I think I'm out of touch as far as
what’s acceptable for weddings after the
first one.

My mom is very frowny about this.
She’s adamant that second marriages
should be quiet and private and that any-
thing else is gauche. My intended is cau-
tiously excited but also concerned about
costs. 'm somewhere between “We’re in
our 40s, we can do whatever we want”
and “Maybe we can do it in a way that
saves money and feels practical ...”

I'm feeling a little stuck. What is the
protocol for a second wedding? Will our
loved ones secretly be laughing at us if we
do something bigger than tiny?

- Engaged

Engaged: Ugh. Ugh ugh ugh, your
mom.

A second marriage is not a shame vor-
tex, okay? Her reference point is decades
out of date, and it sucked when it was
current. Mindlessly judgy and smug. So
tune her out, please. With as much flair as
you've got in you.

I addressed the mother issue first not
because it’s the most important, but be-
cause it’s the lowest-hanging fruit.

Now all the other points you made.
The tween interest, which is absolutely
lovely and sweet and you are so fortunate
to have. Then, in no special order, money,
not liking attention, cautious excitement,
the joys of being in your 40s.

To address all these points at once,
what I envision for you is a joyful, unpre-
tentious celebration with the people you
love most, who love you and who are
game to celebrate the fact that love and
joy and beauty don't always conform to
rigid norms. Because sometimes people
need painful experience to understand

what it takes for them to flourish.

It is okay, too, to tell your mom she’s
invited to a celebration that will be public,
loose, joyful and unapologetic, and you
look forward to sharing your happiness
with her, but if she’s going have a puss on
or find the festivities gauche, then she’s
welcome to skip it, no hard feelings.

Congrats to you both.

Re: Second Wedding: Can I vote for
handing the reins over (within reason) to
your tweens? First, what a great way to
help them feel central to the new family
you're making. Second, they’re tweens,
so their taste can’t be TOO expensive yet.
And third, anyone who turns up their
nose at that is amonster. 'd LOVE to go to
a wedding planned by my kids, which
would probably include disco balls and
pizza and dogs and a sundae bar. And
probably an incongruously fancy dress.

- Anonymous

Anonymous: This might be mad ge-
nius.

Actual dogs, right?

Email Carolyn at tellme@wash-
post.com.

Difficulty:

Kubok 16 By pavide Coppo hire
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Solution to Saturday’s puzzle

1512 9|6
14/ 8 16|13
1110 3|5
7124
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15

12

Enter the missing
numbers from

1 to 16 without
repetitions so
that the sum of
the four numbers
in each row and
column is the
same as the
corresponding
circled number.
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