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7 LITTLE WORDS

Find tha 7 words ta match the 7 clues. The numbers in parentheses
represent the number of letters in each solution. Each letter
combination can be used only once, but all letter combinations

will be necessary to complete the puzzle.
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Good and
bad habits

It’s said that good habits come from
resisting temptation. Unlucky Louie
has the bad habit of playing too fast, and
his results show it.

Louie was declarer at four hearts,
and West led the king of spades. With
not a moment’s thought, Louie took
dummy’s ace, drew trumps and led a di-
amond from dummy to his queen. East
won the next diamond with the jack and
returned a spade, and West took his ten
and queen. The defense also got a club
for down one.

Error

Louie can resist anything but temp-
tation; he made a beginner’s error at
Trick One. Louie must let the king of
spades win [a “Bath Coup”] so West
can’t safely continue spades.

If West shifts to a trump, Louie wins
in dummy and leads a diamond to his
queen. He leads a trump to dummy and
returns a second diamond.

When East’s jack wins, he leads a
spade to force out the ace. But Louie
ruffs a diamond, dropping East’s ace,
and returns a trump to dummy to pitch
his last spade on the king. He loses a
club but makes game.

Daily question

Youhold: 4 J42v AK1094 ¢ Q8 &
A104. Your partner opens one diamond,
you bid one heart and he raises to three
hearts. What do you say?

Answer: Partner has about 17 points
with four-card heart support. He didn’t
open INT, so his hand will be shapely. A
grand slam is likely. Cue-bid four clubs.
Thenif partner cue-bids four diamonds,
bid five hearts to ask him to go on with a
“control” in the unbid spade suit. He
may hold AQ3, Q852, AKJ94, 5.
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Can’t wait for your answers?
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answers.usatoday.com
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BOGGLE BRAINBUSTERS

INSTRUCTIONS: Find as many words as
you can by linking letters up, down,
side-to-side and diagonally, writing
words on a blank sheet of paper. You
may only use each letter box once
within a single word. Play with a friend
and compare word finds, crossing out
common words.
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BOGGLE -
POINT SCALE Boggl€ BrainBusters Bonus
We put special brain-busting words into the

grid of letters. Can you find them?

Find AT LEAST FOUR ANIMALS
COMMONLY KEPT AS PETS in the
grid of letters.

YOL{RgOGGLEO

151+ = Champ
101-150 = Expert
61-100= Pro

31- 60 = Gamer
21 - 30 = Rookie
11- 20 = Amateur
-10 =Tryagain

o

to s Boggl€ BrainBi
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ASK CAROLYN | CAROLYN HAX

Boyfriend’s relocation forces tough
call on whether to stay or go with him

This column first appeared Jan. 8,
2022. Adapted from an online discus-
sion.

Dear Carolyn: My significant other
got a job offer that would allow him to te-
lework full time, which means he no
longer has to live in one of the most ex-
pensive cities in the United States. He
has decided that he’s going to move back
to his hometown, where the cost of living
is much lower and he will eventually be
able to buy a nice home, whereas here
that’s just a fantasy.

He has asked me to think about mov-
ing with him. We’ve been together about
14 months. I have no idea how to begin
making this decision. We have never
lived together, and our plans for the fu-
ture have been tentative at best.

If I move with him, then we will live
together and probably end up getting
married. He'll be my entire social net-
work at first, until I meet new people, and
I will have to make some career changes.

But if he goes without me, I'll regret it
forever — and, for the record, I am also
tired of living in an overpriced city, shell-
ing out endless rent.

It feels like such an all-or-nothing de-
cision. He doesn’t have to wait for me; he
is moving in a few weeks, then I can ei-
ther join him or not. He doesn’t want to
break up, even if I stay, but I don’t know if
I have the strength for a long-distance re-
lationship right now.

So how do I start breaking down the
facets of this decision?

— All or Nothing

All or Nothing: You don’t have to
break down or decide anything.

It’s a decision between A and B. B in-
volves moving, making career changes
and accelerating your commitment to
someone for reasons unrelated to your
relationship, and A involves doing abso-
lutely nothing different from what you’re
doing now. So, easy: Try A. Stay where
you are when he moves.

Then, see how you manage — and real-
ly try to manage, because that’s the only
way this will work. You want the most
useful idea of what life will be like long
term if you don’t go with him, and that
means investing in your day-to-day life
without him.

I realize this is a weird time to make
the best of any living situation, because
options are still compromised, but the

point is to immerse yourself in what you
have, as-is.

If you lose Option B by waiting a few
months, then maybe that’s an indication
that B wasn’t going to be the long-term
answer, either.

But the time element matters here;
neither of you can expect your hearts to
hold on to each other indefinitely. Staying
where you are after he moves is merely an
acknowledgment that this was going to
be an experiment either way — one he ini-
tiated with HIS decision to move, obvi-
ously - and you're just choosing the ver-
sion of the experiment that doesn’t in-
volve starting over from scratch. It's OK to
wait until you're sure that’'s what you
want to do.

It’s also OK, by the way, to go anyway.
You know better than I whether the con-
ditions are right for taking a chance.

Email Carolyn at tellme@wash-
post.com, follow her on Facebook at face-
book.com/carolyn.hax or chat with her
online at noon Eastern time each Friday
at washingtonpost.com.
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