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ACROSS
1 Angel hair, e.g.

6 Heed
10 Subject of many

Playbill headlines
14 Community spirit
15 Japan’s national

sport
16 Pay to play
17 Societal standards
18 Talents
20 “Please stop

talking” letters
21 Rorschach splotch
23 One might say

“Welcome!”
24 Call after an

offsides infraction
in soccer

26 Agenda contents
28 Irritating
30 Wipe clean
33 “This One’s for

the ___” (Martina
McBride song)

34 Howls at the moon
35 Help with a heist
39 Brazilian berry
40 Group of experts
41 Went by bike
42 Cornea’s place
43 Disencumbers
44 Evade
45 Edinburgh’s

residents
47 Kept afloat
48 Scenic view
51 Misgivings
53 Anger
54 Negative answer
57 Move like a

kangaroo
60 Gymnast who

was the first
Hmong-American
Olympian

62 Wear away
64 “Casablanca”

heroine
65 Paper quantity
66 Vintage-looking

photo filter
67 YA fiction’s target

reader
68 Drink at a sushi bar
69 Device with remote

access?

DOWN
1 ___-up (contained)

2 Small matter?
3 Sci-fi device that

miniaturizes objects
4 Male turkey
5 Gives out, like

homework
6 Tennis star Naomi
7 Classic British dish

with an onomato-
poetic name

8 Name found in
“Muscle Milk”

9 “Might as well”
letters

10 Pet known for
loving cardboard
boxes

11 “JoJo’s Bizarre
Adventure,” for
example

12 Kettle’s output
13 Exams
19 “Yes, indeed!”
22 Eggy holiday drink
25 Most greasy
27 Place to enjoy a

cuppa and some
scones

28 Tennis star Swiatek
29 Nasi kandar

grain
31 Deli loaves
32 Language with

fingerspelling
34 Fishing lure
36 Places to get

bumpers buffed
and scratches
sanded

37 Rim
38 ___ up

(prepared to
drive)

40 Expert
44 Most boring
46 Pixar movie

featuring
a sky-blue
Porsche
named Sally

47 “I’m a sheep”
48 Stop by
49 “Please

admire my
awesomeness!”

50 Touch, taste or
smell

52 Volunteer’s words

55 Rabbits’ prominent
features

56 Boxer’s
annoyance?

58 Only animal
character in
“Garfield” comics
without a recurring
voice bubble

59 Bog contents
61 Actor McKellen
63 MLK’s title

Answers: Call 1-900-988-8300, 99 cents a minute; or, with a credit card, 1-800-320-4280.

WRAP UP

BY Wendy L. Brandes & Sally
Hoelscher

Wednesday’s Answer

1/7

© Andrews McMeel 1/8

CROSSWORDS
ON YOUR PHONE

get our crossword app

EDITED Amanda Rafkin

USA TODAY CROSSWORD

This column first appeared Jan. 8,
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Dear Carolyn: My significant other
got a job offer thatwould allowhim to te-
lework full time, which means he no
longer has to live in one of the most ex-
pensive cities in the United States. He
has decided that he’s going tomove back
to his hometown,where the cost of living
is much lower and he will eventually be
able to buy a nice home, whereas here
that’s just a fantasy.
He has asked me to think about mov-

ing with him.We’ve been together about
14 months. I have no idea how to begin
making this decision. We have never
lived together, and our plans for the fu-
ture have been tentative at best.
If I move with him, then we will live

together and probably end up getting
married. He’ll be my entire social net-
workatfirst, until Imeetnewpeople, and
I will have tomake some career changes.
But if he goes without me, I’ll regret it

forever – and, for the record, I am also
tired of living in an overpriced city, shell-
ing out endless rent.
It feels like such an all-or-nothing de-

cision. He doesn’t have towait forme; he
is moving in a few weeks, then I can ei-
ther join him or not. He doesn’t want to
breakup, even if I stay, but I don’t know if
I have the strength for a long-distance re-
lationship right now.
So how do I start breaking down the

facets of this decision?
– All or Nothing
All or Nothing: You don’t have to

break down or decide anything.
It’s a decision between A and B. B in-

volves moving, making career changes
and accelerating your commitment to
someone for reasons unrelated to your
relationship, and A involves doing abso-
lutely nothing different fromwhat you’re
doing now. So, easy: Try A. Stay where
you are when he moves.
Then, seehowyoumanage–and real-

ly try to manage, because that’s the only
way this will work. You want the most
useful idea of what life will be like long
term if you don’t go with him, and that
means investing in your day-to-day life
without him.
I realize this is a weird time to make

the best of any living situation, because
options are still compromised, but the

point is to immerse yourself in what you
have, as-is.
If you lose Option B by waiting a few

months, then maybe that’s an indication
that B wasn’t going to be the long-term
answer, either.
But the time element matters here;

neither of you can expect your hearts to
holdon to eachother indefinitely. Staying
whereyouareafterhemoves ismerelyan
acknowledgment that this was going to
be an experiment eitherway–onehe ini-
tiated with HIS decision to move, obvi-
ously – and you’re just choosing the ver-
sion of the experiment that doesn’t in-
volvestartingover fromscratch. It’sOKto
wait until you’re sure that’s what you
want to do.
It’s also OK, by the way, to go anyway.

You know better than I whether the con-
ditions are right for taking a chance.

Email Carolyn at tellme@wash-
post.com, follow her on Facebook at face-
book.com/carolyn.hax or chat with her
online at noon Eastern time each Friday
at washingtonpost.com.
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Boyfriend’s relocation forces tough
call on whether to stay or go with him
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Difficulty:
EASY

Enter the missing
numbers from
1 to 16 without
repetitions so
that the sum of
the four numbers
in each row and
column is the
same as the
corresponding
circled number.

It’s said that good habits come from
resisting temptation. Unlucky Louie
has thebadhabit of playing too fast, and
his results show it.
Louie was declarer at four hearts,

and West led the king of spades. With
not a moment’s thought, Louie took
dummy’s ace, drew trumps and led a di-
amond from dummy to his queen. East
won thenext diamondwith the jack and
returned a spade, andWest took his ten
and queen. The defense also got a club
for down one.

Error

Louie can resist anything but temp-
tation; he made a beginner’s error at
Trick One. Louie must let the king of
spades win [a “Bath Coup”] so West
can’t safely continue spades.
If West shifts to a trump, Louie wins

in dummy and leads a diamond to his
queen. He leads a trump to dummy and
returns a second diamond.
When East’s jack wins, he leads a

spade to force out the ace. But Louie
ruffs a diamond, dropping East’s ace,
and returns a trump to dummy to pitch
his last spade on the king. He loses a
club but makes game.

Daily question

You hold: ♠ J 4 2♥AK10 9 4♦Q 8♣
A104.Yourpartner opensonediamond,
you bid one heart and he raises to three
hearts. What do you say?

Answer: Partner has about 17 points
with four-card heart support. He didn’t
open 1NT, so his hand will be shapely. A
grand slam is likely. Cue-bid four clubs.
Then if partner cue-bids fourdiamonds,
bid five hearts to ask him to go onwith a
“control” in the unbid spade suit. He
may hold AQ3, Q852, AKJ94, 5.
South dealer
N-S vulnerable

BRIDGE | FRANK STEWART

Good and
bad habits

Can’t wait for your answers?
Find all the puzzle answers at

answers.usatoday.com

NORTH
♠ A 5 3
♥♥ Q J 8 7
♦♦ K 6 5 3
♣ 7 3

WEST EAST
♠ K Q 10 9 ♠ 8 7 6
♥♥ 6 3 ♥♥ 5 2
♦♦ 10 9 7 2 ♦♦ A J 4
♣ K J 9 ♣ Q 8 6 5 2

SOUTH
♠ J 4 2
♥♥ A K 10 9 4
♦♦ Q 8
♣ A 10 4

South West North East
1 ♥♥ Pass 3 ♥♥ Pass
4 ♥♥ All Pass
Opening lead – ♠ K
©2026 Tribune Content Agency, LLC

WWee ppuutt ssppeecciiaall bbrraaiinn--bbuussttiinngg wwoorrddss iinnttoo tthhee
ggrriidd ooff lleetttteerrss.. CCaann yyoouu ffiinndd tthheemm??

BByy DDaavviidd LL.. HHooyytt aanndd JJeeffff KKnnuurreekk

BBooggggllee BBrraaiinnBBuusstteerrss BBoonnuussR

1-8-26

BBOOGGGGLLEE iiss aa ttrraaddeemmaarrkk ooff HHaassbbrroo,, IInncc..
22002266 HHaassbbrroo,, IInncc.. DDiissttrriibbuutteedd bbyy TTrriibbuunnee CCoonntteenntt AAggeennccyy.. AAllll RRiigghhttss RReesseerrvveedd..

R

R

YYOOUURR BBOOGGGGLLEE
RRAATTIINNGG

BBOOGGGGLLEE
PPOOIINNTT SSCCAALLEE

33 lleetttteerrss == 11 ppooiinntt

44 lleetttteerrss == 22 ppooiinnttss

55 lleetttteerrss == 33 ppooiinnttss

66 lleetttteerrss == 44 ppooiinnttss

77 lleetttteerrss == 66 ppooiinnttss

88 lleetttteerrss == 1100 ppooiinnttss

99++ lleetttteerrss == 1155 ppooiinnttss

115511++ == CChhaammpp
110011--115500 == EExxppeerrtt
6611 --110000 == PPrroo
3311 -- 6600 == GGaammeerr
2211 -- 3300 == RRooookkiiee
1111 -- 2200 == AAmmaatteeuurr
00 -- 1100 == TTrryy aaggaaiinn
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FFiinndd AATT LLEEAASSTT FFOOUURR AANNIIMMAALLSS
CCOOMMMMOONNLLYY KKEEPPTT AASS PPEETTSS iinn tthhee
ggrriidd ooff lleetttteerrss..

AAnnsswweerrss ttooWWeeddnneessddaayy’’ss BBooggggllee BBrraaiinnBBuusstteerrss::
HHAARRPP CCEELLLLOO VVIIOOLLIINN GGUUIITTAARR

R

INSTRUCTIONS: Find as many words as
you can by linking letters up, down,
side-to-side and diagonally, writing
words on a blank sheet of paper. You
may only use each letter box once
within a single word. Play with a friend
and compare word finds, crossing out
common words.

BOGGLE BRAINBUSTERS

KENKEN
1. Each row and column must
contain the numbers 1 through
4 without repeating.

2. The numbers within the
heavily outlined boxes, called
cages, must combine using
the given operation (in any
order) to produce the target
numbers in the top-left
corners.

3. Freebies: fill in single-box
cages with the number in the
top-left corner.

YESTERDAY’S ANSWER

Can’t wait for your answers? Find
all the puzzle answers at
answers.usatoday.com

YESTERDAY’S ANSWER

DIRECTIONS:Make a 2- to 7-letter word from
the letters in each row. Add points of each
word, using scoring directions at right. Finally,
7-letter words get 50-point bonus. “Blanks”
used as any letter have no point value. All the
words are in the Official SCRABBLE Players
Dictionary, 5th Edition.

YESTERDAY’S ANSWER

This is a theme puzzle with the
subject stated at right. Find the
listed words in the grid. They may
run in any direction but always in a
straight line. Some letters are used
more than once. Ring each word as
you find it and when you have
completed the puzzle, there will be
18 letters left over. They spell out
the alternative theme of the puzzle.
©australianwordgames.com.au

FIND THE WORDS


