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Birds of a feather may � ock 
together, but when it comes 
to racing, it’s every duck for 
themselves.

� e Somerset Junior Wom-
an’s Club � ied to get all their 
ducks in a row Saturday by 
hos� ng the Creepy Quackers 
Duck Race.

� e event took place in 
the park at Rocky Hollow in 
Somerset, with around 200 
rubber ducks being released 
into the creek and allowed to 
� oat their merry way down-
s� eam before being ne� ed 
back up.

Due to the event taking 
place right before the down-
town Somerset Boo Bash 
– meaning most folks may 
have been ge�  ng ready for 
the � ick-or-� ea� ng event – 
there weren’t as many spec-
tators for the race as there 
have been in the past.

Previous races have not 
only taken place in the 
spring, but happened at the 
Eubank Park on the northern 
end of the coun� .

However, SJWC President 
Wynona Padge�  said the 
organiza� on has wondered 
whether the event would 
work in the Somerset park 
as well.

“I think It went really well 
down here, and it’s de� nitely 
worth considering doing it 
again,” Padge�  said a� er the 
race.

Part of the reason it went so 
well is thanks to the Somerset 
Fire Department ensuring 
that Rocky Hollow’s creek 
had enough � ow to accom-
modate the ducks.

Padge�  and duck race 
chairperson Charlo� e Allen 
explained that the � re depart-
ment opened up the hydrant 
in � ont of its Cen� al Avenue 
� rehouse and directed the 
water through a storm drain 
that allowed the water to run 
into the creek.

As such, Allen said the 
team wanted to thank SFD 
and the Ci�  of Somerset for 
helping with the event.

Each duck had a number, 
and the race was closely 
monitored to see which ducks 
would cross the � nish line 
� rst – or last, as there was a 
prize for that place as well.

People were invited to 
“rent a duck,” so to speak, by 
sponsoring ducks by number 

in an e� ort to win prizes.
� is year’s winners were 

Becky Perkins for � rst place, 
Michael Foor for second, 
Tarah Phillippi for third, 
April Brown for fourth and 
Lu Durham for last place.

Padge�  made it clear that 
people didn’t get to keep their 
ducks.

“We don’t sell the ducks. 
We ask for a dona� on for 

them,” Padge�  said.
At the end of the race, the 

ducks are collected to be used 
again for next year’s race.

� e money raised goes to 
bene� t several local animal 
rescue organiza� ons: the 
Somerset-Pulaski Coun�  
Humane Socie� , Hope for 
all Pets Inc. (HAPI), and the 
Born 2 Be Wild Rehabilita-
� on Center.

Creepy Quackers Duck Race invade 
Rocky Hollow for Halloween
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Five-year-old Ariyah Moore, dressed as Wonder Woman 
for Halloween, fi shes a duck out of the creek at Rocky 
Hollow. She helped to collect the ducks that were part 
of the Somerset Junior Woman’s Club’s Creepy Quack-
ers Duck Race.

LAKE CUMBERLAND TOURISM

Elec� ic vehicle drivers 
visi� ng � e Capital of 
Lake Cumberland now 
have another � ee place to 
plug in. Lake Cumberland 
Tourism has installed a 
Level 2 EV charger out-
side the Somerset-Pulaski 
Coun�  visitor center, 
funded through a $7,000 
grant � om the Mountain 
Associa� on.

� e grant covered the 
Enphase charger, instal-
la� on, securi�  cameras 
and signage. Charging 
is � ee to drivers, thanks 
in part to energy savings 
Lake Cumberland Tour-
ism gained through an ef-
� ciency assessment of its 
visitor center, completed 
as part of the project.

� e idea started with 
a ques� on visitor center 
sta�  had heard for years: 
Where can I charge my 
car?

“Over the years, we’ve 
had calls � om � avelers 
asking where they could 
charge, so when I learned 
about this funding, it felt 
worth exploring,” said 
Ka� e Colwell, assistant 
marke� ng director for 
Lake Cumberland Tour-
ism. “We had a parking 
spot on the side of our 
lot that was almost never 
used. Turning it into a 
charging sta� on was the 
perfect way to put that 
space to work for our 
visitors.”

� e visitor center is 
conveniently located o�  
Ky. 80 near U.S. 27, a 
high-visibili� , high-� af-
� c loca� on � aversed by 
residents and visitors.

Colwell contacted the 
Mountain Associa� on in 
December a� er learning 
about the funding oppor-
tuni�  and began working 
with Hope Broecker, the 
organiza� on’s energy 
specialist. Among other 
business support and 
lending programs, the 
Berea-based nonpro� t 
helps rural communi� es, 
businesses, and local 
governments plan and 
fund EV charging proj-
ects with support � om 

General Motors.
Broecker and Moun-

tain Associa� on Senior 
Energy Analyst Josh Bills 
visited the site to evaluate 
the charging loca� on. 
While there, the team 
also conducted an energy 
audit of the visitor center 
through the Mountain 
Associa� on’s partnership 
with Kentucky U� li� es, 
replacing light bulbs and 
thermostat con� ols and 
recommending addi� onal 
ways to reduce energy 
use. Once Lake Cumber-
land Tourism’s applica-
� on was approved, Solar 
Energy Living of Corbin 
installed the charger.

“Travelers want to 
know a des� na� on is 
ready for them be-
fore they ever pull into 
town, and for a growing 
number of families that 
includes knowing where 
they can charge,” said 
Michelle Allen, execu� ve 
director of Lake Cum-
berland Tourism. “� is 
project lets us meet that 
need without adding cost 
to our opera� on, and 
it gives EV drivers one 
more reason to stop and 
see what Somerset and 
Pulaski Coun�  have to 
o� er. We’re grateful to 
the Mountain Associ-

a� on, General Motors, 
Kentucky U� li� es and 
Solar Energy Living for 
helping us make it hap-
pen.”

EV regis� a� ons in 
Kentucky more than dou-
bled � om about 11,000 in 
2024 to 24,000 in 2025, 
according to the Moun-
tain Associa� on. Level 2 
chargers add meaningful 
range while drivers grab 
a meal, shop or explore 
nearby. Lake Cumberland 
Tourism will � ack char-
ger use through a mobile 
app to measure demand 
over � me.

A QR code on the 
charger’s sign connects 
drivers with informa� on 
about things to see and 
do in the area, along with 
an op� on to donate to the 
non-pro� t Master Mu-
sicians Fes� val. Instead 
of charging a fee, Lake 
Cumberland Tourism 
invites drivers to support 
one of the region’s sig-
nature events, which has 
brought music, art and 
culture to Somerset for 
the last 34 years.

� e charger is located 
at the Somerset-Pulaski 
Coun�  Visitor Center, 
522 Ogden S� eet, Som-
erset, and is available 24 
hours a day.

Free electric vehicle charging 
now available at Somerset-

Pulaski County visitor center

SUBMITTED
Lake Cumberland Tourism board and team members 
stand in the parking spot dedicated to electric vehi-
cle charging at the Somerset-Pulaski County visitor 
center. The charger was made possible through a 
grant from the Mountain Association. From left, 
board members Lynn Lowery Brandon Davis, Ann 
Cook, Courtney Ikerd, Tim Kelly and Megan Dam-
ron; Lake Cumberland Tourism Executive Director 
Michelle Allen; board member Carolyn Mounce; and 
Assistant Marketing Director Katie Colwell.


