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KIDS EAT FREE!

CHICKEN FINGERS
& BUFFALO WINGS
2039 S. HWY. 27,

SOMERSET
606-416-5495

with adult meal
purchase

Member Neal Shoemaker.
Board Member and 

Somerset Mayor Alan 
Keck did not a� end 
Friday’s mee� ng. He had 
earlier con� rmed during 
a Somerset Ci�  Council 
mee� ng that he had ap-
plied for the posi� on.

Board Chair Ping said 
that due to Friday’s meet-
ing being a special-called 
mee� ng, no further 
discussion on the ma� er 
could take place at that 
� me.

� erefore, the board 
will discuss the speci� cs of 
how to con� nue the search 
to replace current Presi-
dent/CEO Chris Girdler at 
the board’s next mee� ng.

Girdler declined com-
ment about the decision 
directly a� er the mee� ng.

In making the mo� on to 
extend the search, Todd 
thanked the candidates 
and � nalists who were 
a part of this round of 
searching.

In August of last year, 
Girdler announced that he 
would be stepping down as 
the head of SPEDA, saying 
that it was not an easy 

choice to make, but that he 
did so with the best inter-
est of the organiza� on and 
the communi�  in mind.

He has con� nued to 
serve as president/CEO 
during the search for his 
replacement.

� e SPEDA board was 
joined at the mee� ng by 
Louisville a� orney Brooks 
Herrick of law � rm Dins-
more and Shohl.

Herrick said that he 
had been “asked to come 
down and � ll in as interim 
general council” due to the 
recent resigna� on of for-
mer board a� orney Jeremy 
Bartley.
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Current SPEDA President/CEO Chris Girdler sits in the background while (clockwise 
from upper left) Board Members Sarah Burnett, Brook Ping, Marshall Todd and Tina 
Hamm prepare to go into executive session.

this year will likely be paying a higher 
tax bill, despite the proposed lower tax 
rate.

� e council is looking to set the rate at 
12.4 cents per $100 of taxable proper-
� . � at is down � om last year’s rate of 
12.8 cents per $100.

Keck said that because of new state 
rules, the ci�  will need to have a public 
hearing on the tax rate before the coun-
cil’s second reading and vote.

� at hearing will take place some� me 
before the council’s next regular meet-
ing, scheduled for September 14.

Once passed, bills will be sent out. 
Proper�  owners will have un� l No-
vember 1 to pay those bills with a 2% 
discount, or un� l January 1 to pay the 
full bill.

Bills paid a� er that will be subject to a 
20% penal� , and all tax bills paid � om 
previous years will have 6% in interest 
added to it.

Keck said that for those who have 
not had their proper� es reassessed this 
year, this will amount to a tax cut for 
them.

But for those who did receive new as-
sessments this year, Keck s� essed that 
they will be paying more that last year.

“We can’t really � x that without low-
ering the whole global ra� ng,” he said.

He reminded the public that the ci�  

does not set proper�  assessments. � at 
is done through the Proper�  Valua� on 
Adminis� ator (PVA) for each coun� , 
and that o�  ce must follow rules as set 
by the state.

Keck added that he is thankful that 
proper�  values are going up, no� ng 
that if values don’t increase that it 
means the communi�  is dying.

“� at said, I’m also very sensi� ve to 
the fact that there’s a lot of folks in this 
communi�  that can’t a� ord new taxes 
and new assessments,” he said, adding 
that he would love to see changes at 
the state level that would help those on 
� xed incomes or those who own their 
homes ou� ight, rather than owe money 
on them.
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Somerset Mayor Alan Keck, right, 
listens as City Clerk Nick Bradley, left, 
reads the ordinance that spells out the 
city’s new tax rate. A second reading 
and vote on the rate will take place at a 
later date.

with a for-pro� t en� �  
like a funeral home while 
in the posi� on, he said.

New, one of the Pri-
mary candidates Gosse�  
said he didn’t want to run 
against previously, is a�  l-
iated with Southern Oaks 
Funeral Home. When 
asked about that, Gosse�  
reiterated that it was his 

� iendship with Weddle 
and New that stopped him 
running in the � rst place, 
and added that he “liked” 
all of the previous candi-
dates, with the only thing 
he had against Hibbard 
being the funeral home 
connec� on, which is the 
reason he entered the race 
at this � me.

Following his years with 
the coroner’s o�  ce, Gos-
se�  stepped away in 2020, 
and has since worked as 

a maintenance manager 
for a � ucking company, 
but said if elected, he 
will work full-� me as the 
coun� ’s coroner.

Price noted that to vote 
for the write-in candidate, 
a voter will need to � ll 
in the box speci� ed for 
write-ins, then � ll in the 
name of that candidate 
above the provided line. 
Gosse� ’s name will not be 
on the ballot, but Hib-
bard’s will.
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