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  INVITATION TO BID
The City of Somerset will be accepting sealed bids for 
the purchase of uniforms for the emergency services 
departments (Fire and Police). The bid price will be in 
effect for one year beginning July 1, 2026 and extending 
thru June 30, 2027 with the option to renew for another 
year at the same prices. Specifi cations for the bid may 
be picked up at the Energy Center located at 306 E. Mt. 
Vernon Street. Bids should be addressed as follows:

  Attn: Uniform Bid
  City of Somerset
  306 E. Mt. Vernon St.
  Somerset, KY 42501

The bids must be received no later than 1 0:00am on 
June 3, 2026. The City of Somerset reserves the right to 
reject any or all bids, or to accept any proposal as may 
be deemed to its interest, orto award by item, combina-
tion of items, or lot.
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staples like burgers and 
sandwiches, will be on 
hand with the food, while 
the Dir�  Boba will supply 
the tas�  beverage for 
visitors.

And, if baked goods are 
more what one is looking 
for, Spillman said that the 
Daughters of the American 
Revolu� on will be on hand 
those as part of a fundrais-
er.

� ere will be a varie�  of 
other cra� ers and vendors, 
� om people who come 
� om all areas of Pulaski as 
well as Richmond, Lex-
ington, Albany, Russell 
Springs, McCreary Coun-
� , Mon� cello and possibly 
even Tennessee.

� e handmade cra� s run 
the range � om jewelry, 
pain� ngs, woodworking, 
fabric items and soap.

Spillman highlighted a 
few of the vendors, saying 
that Russell Dahls� om 

with Durus� ic will be on 
hand. “He’ll take an old 
ax or something and make 
a work of art out of it,” 
Spillman said.

� en, there is Pa� icia 
Bodine with Glass Trail 
Treasure. “She makes 
jewelry out of old glass that 
she � nds,” Spillman said. 
“She grinds it and bu� s 
it and does whatever (it 
needs), which is kind of 
neat.”

He also said that while 
most of the ar� sts on hand 
will be members of the 
Sheltowee guild, there will 

also be a few guests that 
may become Sheltowee 
addi� ons in the future.

� e ar� sans guild 
requires a member to be 

juried, or have their work 
inspected by an expert in 
that par� cular � eld to de-
termine whether the work 
is of a quali�  worthy to 

belong to the guild, he said.
“In order to be a mem-

ber, you have to submit � ve 
pieces of your work,” he 
said.

� e guild is always look-
ing for new members. For 
more informa� on, visit the 
website at h� ps://shel-
toweear� sans.org/.
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U.S. Rep. Hal Rogers 
was originally supposed to 
be one of them, but had to 
be in Washington instead 
for a House Appropria� ons 
Commi� ee hearing involv-
ing U.S. Secretary of War 
Pete Hegseth. However, 
in addi� on to Barr — the 
current Congressman � om 
Lexington and Kentucky’s 
sixth dis� ict who is � ying 
to replace the outgoing 
McConnell in the Senate 
— and Cameron — the 
former Kentucky a� or-
ney general � om Louis-
ville who was last on the 
poli� cal scene running for 
governor three years ago 
— the dinner also heard 
words � om Kentucky Chief 
Jus� ce Debra Hembree 
Lambert, Congressman 
Rogers’ Chief of Sta�  
Karen Kelly, and Kentucky 
State Senate President Rob-
ert S� vers.

However, the Lincoln 
Day Dinner is most abuzz 
when there’s an elec� on 
looming, and with next 
Tuesday’s Primary � esh 
on the mind, the crowd 
was � lled with candidates 
� om all sorts of local races, 
who had the opportuni�  
to meet with others at the 
dinner and be acknowl-
edged by Republican Par�  
Chairman Alex Wilson, 
helming his second banquet 
with the coun� ’s Lincoln 
Club.

Wilson also payed recog-
ni� on to America’s 250th 
birthday this year, and 
honored several individ-
uals — Cynthia Rogers, 
wife of Congressman Hal 
Rogers — and some others 
who are leaving the po-
li� cal stage, in 52nd State 
House Dis� ict Rep. Ken 
Upchurch, former Pulaski 
GOP chairman Bill Turpen, 
and Donna Baker, re� ring 
area � eld representa� ve for 
McConnell.

Of the two U.S. Sen-
ate candidates, Cameron 
got the chance to go � rst, 
saying that it was a race 
“about � ack record,” and 
acknowledged that the 
crowd wasn’t necessarily 
there to see him or Barr 

but were there, he said, 
“because you care about 
your kids and your grand-
kids.” He s� essed the idea 
of a coun� y based on merit 
and opportuni� , “and not 
one that is driven by the 
divisions that we see placed 
on us or pushed on us by 
the far le� , namely in the 
form of diversi� , equi�  
and inclusion,” or DEI as 
related programs are o� en 
known.

“� is isn’t necessarily a 
race about Republican vs. 
Democrat; this, in many 
ways, is a race about com-
mon sense vs. crazy,” said 
Cameron, “and we need to 
ensure that in Washington, 
we have someone that’s 
standing � rm for your 
common sense ideas.”

With it being Na� onal 
Police Week, Cameron, 
as an a� orney and for-
mer state AG, pledged to 
stand with law enforce-
ment o�  cers and against 
talk of defunding police. 
He also touched on items 
including passing the SAVE 
Act at the na� onal level 
designed to require proof 
of U.S. ci� zenship to vote 
in elec� ons, passing a farm 
bill that helps those in 
rural agriculture, his own 
e� orts to reopen churches 
following Governor Andy 
Beshear’s orders to close 
in-person services in the 
midst of COVID, and of 

course, the subject of taxes 
and economics.

“When it comes to the 
United States Senate, let’s 
make sure (we’re) keeping 
our taxes as low as they 
possibly can be so that we 
can pay for groceries and 
gas and and even saving 
a li� le for the long haul,” 
said Cameron. “We know 
ins� nc� vely that when it 
comes to the bureaucracy 
in Washington, they don’t 
need our tax (money). We 
the people of this great 
commonwealth need our 
money because we know 
how best to use it.”

Barr emphasized his own 
endorsement � om Presi-
dent Donald Trump in the 
race to replace McConnell, 
as well as one � om Rogers, 
and put forth three points 
of argument to support his 
bid, no� ng that he has been 
with Trump “all the way” 
on a varie�  of subjects, 
including speci� cally tax 
cuts, energy, border secu-
ri� , and issues regarding 
� ansgender par� cipants in 
boys’ and girls’ sports — 
for which Barr said he did 
the “common sense thing” 
and in� oduced the “De-
fend Girls Athle� cs Acts” 
last year to prevent school 
dis� icts � om receiving 
federal funds if they don’t 
comply with Trump’s 
execu� ve orders on the 
ma� er.

“It’s not just that Pres-
ident Trump has signaled 
his con� dence in my 
candidacy, that I will be 
with him all the way. It’s 
that, that’s a good thing 
for Kentucky,” said Barr. 
“It’s a good thing that I 
have a rela� onship with 
this president. It will make 
me a more e� ec� ve U.S. 
Senator, that I can pick up 
the phone with his cabinet 
... � at makes me a more 
e� ec� ve representa� ve 
voice for the people of 

Kentucky.”
Barr also noted that he’s 

“ready on day one” because 
he’s already been in Wash-
ington since 2013, and with 
Kentucky poten� ally “los-
ing in� uence in the United 
States Senate” with the de-
parture of the longstanding 
McConnell, at one point 
the GOP Majori�  Leader, 
and he can “hit the ground 
running” in a new role as a 
senator. Barr’s third argu-
ment in his favor had to do 
with what he pointed to as 
diversi�  in the Republican 
Par�  in Kentucky, the dif-
ferent � pes of conserva� ve 
philosophy exhibited by the 
state’s major players.

“I’ve been asked ever 
since I was � rst elected to 
Congress ... ‘Hey, you’re 
a Republican � om Ken-
tucky. Are you a Rand 
Paul Republican or a Mitch 
McConnell Republican?’” 
said Barr, referring to the 
two Kentucky senators 
known for being more 
libertarian or more main-
s� eam, respec� vely. “With 
all respect to both gentle-
men, and I respect both, I 
answer the same way every 
� me: I’m neither. I’m an 
Andy Barr Republican. 
... At the end of the day, 
whatever � avor of Repub-
lican you are, whatever 
varie� , whatever fac� on 
you think you come � om, 

we must stay united.”
Lambert is a resident of 

Somerset and served the 
area as a Family Court 
Judge for the 28th Judicial 
Circuit, before joining the 
state’s Court of Appeals 
and, in 2018, the Kentucky 
Supreme Court, where 
she began a term as chief 
jus� ce of the state’s highest 
court last year. Lambert 
acknowledged that while 
she might be speaking to a 
par� san crowd, it’s vitally 
important in her role on 
the bench not to view 
issues through the lens 
of par�  poli� cs, joking 
that she even some� mes 
agrees with the referees on 
unfavorable calls during 
Universi�  of Kentucky 
basketball games to the 
chagrin of her husband 
Joe Sharpe, who favors the 
home team.

“� at’s the way our great 
coun� y was designed, 
and how you expect it to 
operate,” said Lambert. 
“It’s o� en that our court 
system has to � y to se� le 
the � oubled waters in our 
coun� y. So when you hear 
a story on the news or on 
Facebook (saying) that a 
judge has made a terrible 
decision, even one that you 
don’t agree with (or) don’t 
think you agree with, it’s 
important to actually go 
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CHRISTOPER HARRIS I CJ
U.S. Rep. Andy Barr, a candidate for the U.S. Senate seat from Kentucky being 
vacated by Mitch McConnell in this year’s elections, spoke at the Lincoln Day Dinner 
Monday at The Center for Rural Development.

CHRISTOPHER HARRIS I CJ
Daniel Cameron, former Kentucky Attorney General and a candidate for the U.S. 
Senate from the state in this year’s elections, spoke Monday at the Lincoln Day 
Dinner at The Center for Rural Development. SEE LAMBERT, PAGE 11


