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PUBLIC NOTICE
The Housing Authority of Som-
erset is currently accepting bids 
for construction/rebuild of a new 
offi ce building located at 608 
McKinley St. We will hold a pre-
bid conference at the aforemen-
tioned address on May 13th at 
10:00am EST. Bid packets will 
be supplied at the conference or 
by request at the offi ce, 400 Hail 
Knob Road. If you have any ques-
tions, please contact the offi ce at 
606.679.1332.

Estate/Yard Sale
May 1st , 2026 thru 

May 3rd, 2026 
Friday 9am to 6pm, 
Sat and Sun 9am to 

4pm @15655 E Ky 70, 
Bethelridge KY 42516 

“EVERYTHING
MUST GO”

FLOOR LEVELING

606-875-5648
LICENSED & INSURED        25 YEARS EXPERIENCE

2 BR
DUPLEX
with garage in country 

but close to town.
No HUD or No Pets

$950 plus deposit 

606-271-6060

“(� e coali� on) came 
out of a mental health 
mapping that was brought 
about by Judge (Marcus) 
Vanover,” Estep said.

“… � e coali� on we have 
developed is a communi�  
organized group made of 
local organiza� ons, hous-
ing partners and commu-

ni�  members who care 
deeply about the housing 
in Pulaski Coun� . We 
come together to dis-
cuss housing challenges, 
share what we are seeing 
in real life, and work 
collabora� vely towards 
prac� cal solu� ons that can 
s� engthen our communi-
�  over � me,” she said.

Currently, the website 
has � ve categories: Apart-
ments, Houses for Rent, 

Senior Living, Specialized 
Facili� es and Transi� onal 
Living.

Folks can choose a 
category and look at all 
available op� ons available 
in the Pulaski area that the 
owners/adminis� ators 
have posted.

“We are asking local 
leaders to help spread 
awareness and encourage 
par� cipa� on,” Lovins 
said.
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way project, the proposal 
was discussed at both the 
Somerset Ci�  Council 
and Pulaski Coun�  Fiscal 
Court mee� ngs this week.

Pulaski Coun�  Mag-
is� ate Mike S� unk said 
o�  cials are in ongoing 
communica� on with the 
state regarding alterna� ve 
op� ons.

“I want everybody 
to know that we’re in 
constant communica� on 
with the state � ying to 
get them to do something 
di� erent out there on the 
Slate Branch-914 inter-
sec� on,” S� unk said. 
“I don’t know what’s 
going to happen, but we 
are talking to our repre-
senta� ves. We’re � ying 
to get something be� er 
than what’s currently 
planned.”

Pulaski Coun�  Judge 
Execu� ve Marshall Todd 
echoed the concerns, not-
ing the poten� al impact 
of the project on � a�  c 
during the upcoming 
Fourth of July celebra-
� ons.

“We are ge�  ng a lot 
of calls on it. I asked the 
Transporta� on Cabinet 
to do a more in-depth 
study,” Todd said. “� ey 
say the RCUT is the safest 
op� on according to their 
data, be� er than a stop-
light. I’ve asked them to 

back up a bit and look at it 
again.”

Todd also noted that 
cons� uc� on during the 
holiday period could 
worsen conges� on, par-
� cularly with events like 
Horse Soldier Bourbon 
ac� vi�  scheduled nearby.

Somerset Councilwom-
an Phyllis Lawson said 

at Monday’s Somerset 
Ci�  Council mee� ng she 
visited the project site 
with re� red state highway 
engineer Eddie Adams 
to be� er understand the 
RCUT design. Lawson 
and Adams met with Am-
ber Hale, spokesperson 
for the Kentucky Trans-
porta� on Cabinet Dis� ict 

8 O�  ce, and James Jones, 
the chief dis� ict engineer.

“At � rst, it was a li� le 
confusing, but it’s do-
able,” Lawson said. “It’s 
intended to cut down on 
collisions by about 60 
percent. We’ve seen it 
work in Richmond and 
Danville. People should go 
to the state highway de-

partment’s site for accu-
rate informa� on—what-
ever you see on Facebook 
is bogus.”

Mayor Alan Keck 
s� essed the safe�  bene� ts 
of RCUT intersec� ons, 
despite public skep� cism.

“� e data shows RCUTs 
are safer,” Keck said. 
“Other states have seen a 

60 to 70 percent reduc-
� on in accidents, and 
Kentucky has seen a 67 
percent reduc� on. � e 
graphics may look confus-
ing, but the results speak 
for themselves.”

Lawson further warned 
against misinforma� on 
circula� ng on social 
media. “� is comes � om 
Facebook,” she said, 
holding a copy of an 
altered RCUT graphic. 
“Once you read it, it’s 
totally bogus. Whatev-
er you’re seeing online 
should not be taken seri-
ously.”

� e project is mov-
ing forward under state 
con� act, but some local 
o�  cials con� nue to advo-
cate for addi� onal review 
and public clari�  before 
cons� uc� on begins.

� ere has been no � a�  c 
signal at the intersec� on 
since May 2024, when a 
vehicular accident caused 
damage to the signal pole. 
� at’s meant that indi-
viduals have not been able 
to cross � om one side of 
Ky. 1642, or Slate Branch 
Road, to the other across 
the KY. 914 bypass, or 
make le� -hand turns at 
either Slate Branch inter-
sec� on. � e RCUT will 
be installed rather than a 
replacement of the � a�  c 
light.

Con� ct S� ve Cornelius at 
scornelius@somerset-ken-

tucky.com.
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COURTESY OF KYTC
An example of how an RCUT intersection works, as available on the Kentucky Transportation Cabinet website.

Li� eral spent four and a 
half years working in the 
clerk’s o�  ce.

Price said he has worked 
in the o�  ce 19 years, 
having spent the last three 
and a half as clerk, mean-
ing both candidates are 
familiar with the du� es of 
that o�  ce.

As Price said in his 
in� oduc� on, “I know a lot 
of the ins and outs, but I’ll 
tell you something about 
the clerk’s o�  ce, it is a 
con� nual learning process. 
... No ma� er what, I just 
ask that people get out and 
vote. � at’s an exercised 
right that everybody needs 
to do.”

Li� eral, meanwhile, 
used part of her in� oduc-
tory � me to talk about one 
of the things she would 
like to see changed in the 
o�  ce.

“My future plans are 
to change the hours of 
opera� on one day a week, 
where we go 7-to-7. And 
I will be present. I will be 
there. I will work the � ont 
lines,” Li� eral said.

While several of the 
ques� ons asked of the 
candidates involved the 

elec� on process, there 
was one in par� cular 
that caused the audience 
to take no� ce: Ensuring 
voter integri�  and that 
their votes are counted 
via mail or drop o�  when 
they cannot make it to the 
physical polls are concerns 
to a segment of the vo� ng 
popula� on. How will you 
help ease their minds?

Li� eral began, “In the 
last elec� on there were 
250 ballots that were 
unaccounted for, and I 
took that heart, because I 
worked the poll. I opened 
and closed at a precinct. 
So when I heard that, it 
broke my heart, because 
that’s 250 people that 
voted and it didn’t count 
…. I think we need to have 
a double-check system 
behind everybody. Behind 
everybody and everything 
that they’re doing, wheth-
er it be the absentee bal-
lots, whether it be coming 
in with the boxes a� er 
the vo� ng that day, or the 
closing system of each 
early vo� ng session. � ere 
needs to be more than one 
person doing things.”

Price responded, 
“Rachel is right. We did 
have an issue with 250 
ballots that we don’t know 
what happened. � ey got 

thrown in the � ash? We 
don’t know what hap-
pened. But we were able 
to realize and count that 
there was no elec� on that 
it made any di� erence in, 
thank the Lord for that. 
What we are going to do 
going forward is that we’re 
going to put some safe-
�  nets, some measures 
to make sure that that 
does not happen again. 
Again, let me say, it could 
have been a disaster if it 
had been a close enough 
elec� on, so accidents 
happen. And it was on the 
mail-ins. With the regular 
vo� ng, you don’t have 
to worry. It’s all digital, 
computerized, and as it 
comes in, they’re counted 
for. But going forward, 
we will have one person 
taking care of all those 
mail-ins.”

Another ques� on pre-
sented to the candidates 
asked what speci� c proto-
cols each would maintain 
or implement to ensure 
elec� ons stay secure, 
� ansparent and accurate.

“We have a guideline 
� om the state board of 
elec� ons that we have to 
follow with all parts of our 
elec� on to keep it secure,” 
Price said. “We have, 
actually, people located in 

each vo� ng center for our 
protec� on for our voters 
protec� on. ... � ere are so 
many rules and regula� ons 
you have to follow. I really 
believe in our elec� on 
system here in Kentucky. 
I have full con� dence in 
that and I will keep it the 
same.”

Li� eral talked again 
about needing more 
checks on those who work 
in the elec� on.

“One thing that I will 
change (is), on elec� on 
night, I do believe that 
we need to go live s� eam 
� om the moment go,” 
she said. “I think that 
the whole day needs to 
be available any� me you 
want to click on and see 
where where you’re at in 
the polls, to see what is 
going on in the o�  ce. … 
I think we need to have a 
double-check system at all 
� mes behind every per-

son in the o�  ce and the 
three-person commi� ees 
that we have in the o�  ce.”

Another ques� on asked 
of the candidates: How 
will you manage the 
o�  ce’s fee account to 
remain self-sustaining 
while keeping services 
a� ordable?

Price said it was a chal-
lenge to keep up with the 
budget.

“But we are blessed here 
in Pulaski Coun�  to have 
the number of car dealers 
we have,” he said. “… And 
we’re really blessed with 
our money that comes 
in, and I just want to say 
I can’t express enough 
about my sta�  and how 
good a job they do. We re-
ally watch the money. We 
don’t spend any ex� a.”

Li� eral replied: “Just 
like Tim men� oned, we 
are blessed to have the 
dealers in our coun� . 

Between our boat dealers, 
our car dealers, our � ailer 
dealers, we get to keep 3% 
of all the � ansfers. Speak-
ing of that, I will create a 
dealer department in our 
south branch. … We’re 
going to get back to where 
we were a couple years 
ago, and the dealer work 
will stay in this coun� . 
It will not go to the south 
end of the state to be taken 
care of. I don’t want to 
see that money lost out of 
Pulaski Coun� .”
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