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Optometry board: Kentucky fixes still fall short on patient safety

DEBORAH YETTER
KENTUCKY LANTERN

A national group that
tests optometrists for
licensure in all 50 states
is blasting Kentucky’s
licensing board, saying it is
failing to protect the public
or ensure that eye care
providers are competent
as it seeks to address cases
of optometrists who were
improperly licensed.

The state board’s efforts
allow “invalidly licensed
optomedtrists to continue to
practice without demon-
strating compliance with
regulatory requirements,

and continues (the board’s)
pattern of concealing infor-
mation that patients need
to make informed decisions
about their care,” said the
Feb. 9 statement from the
National Board of Examin-
ers in Optometry.

The national board asks
the Kentucky Board of
Optometric Examiners to
direct any optometrists not
properly licensed to cease
practice until they meet all
requirements.

“Until these individuals
earn a valid license, they
should not independently
see patients; they should
not perform any proce-

dures on patients, pre-
scribe or dispense medica-
tion, provide diagnoses, or
perform any other func-
tions that require a valid
optometry license,” the
statement said.

It’s the latest twist in
an ongoing controversy
over the board’s actions
in recent years to waive
requirements for some
optometry graduates who
had not passed all required
licensure exams.

Dr. Mary Beth Morris,
the newly-elected pres-
ident of the Kentucky
board, did not immediately
respond to a request for

comment.

The independent state
board has broad authority
over licensure and regu-
lation of optometrists, as
granted by a 2011 change in
state law that also expand-
ed optometrists’ scope of
practice in Kentucky.

The state board, in its
most recent action, has
given affected optometrists
— thought to number
about 21 — until 2027 to
pass all required exams, in-
cluding an easier Canadian
version of the national test
on science and medicine.

And they may take an
alternative test approved

by the board for Part 3 of
the national exam that tests
patent skills.

Meanwhile, they may
continue practicing as li-
censed optometrists though
they will be restricted from
performing some laser
surgeries.

Dr. William “Chip”
Richardson, a Georgetown
ophthalmologist, said he
agreed with the comments
of the national board about
the state board.

“Their emergency regu-
lations did little to protect
Kentuckians from care
delivered by optometrists
with waivers,” he said

in an email. “How many
people need to be harmed
before there is a permanent
fix, so there are no more
questions?”

“This isn’t about the
students,” he said. “It’s
about patient safety and the
confidence in optometry.”

EXIT CANADIAN EXAM

After 2026, all candi-
dates seeking a Kentucky
optometry license will be
required to pass the three-
part national exam, as they
had until last year when
the board allowed them
to substitute the Canadian
exam.
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Henderlight, Jim
and Mary Lou - No
trespassing, no
hunting of any kind by
anybody. No vehicles,
no firearms, no trash
dumping, no cutting of
timber. Not responsi-
ble for any accidents
of injuries that may
occur on properties
in Pulaski County.
Trespassers will be
prosecuted. 11-26

HURLEY, Greg &
Wanda - 3566 &
2486 Beachgrove Rd,
Science Hill, KY. No
trespassing. No hunt-
ing. No 4 wheeling.
Not responsible for
any accidents or inju-
ries that may occur on
properties located in
Pulaski County. 8/26

Loveless, Lana - No
trespassing, no hunt-
ing, no drones,
no dumping. Not
responsible for
accidents or injuries
on all properties locat-
ed in Pulaski
County 05-26

Mounce, Ruby Kaye
- No trespassing, no
hunting, no fishing, no
camping, no 4-wheel-
ing. Not responsible
for accidents or
injuries that may occur
on any or all properties
located in Pulaski
Co. 06-26

Hyden, Barbara Sue
- No trespassing, no
hunting, no ATV’s. No
illegal dumping, no
drones, no parking,
no cutting of timber,.
Property is under
video surveillance
violators will be pros-
ecuted to the fullest.
No responsible for
accidents or injuries
that may occur on
properties located in
Pulaski Co. 06/26

INABNITT FAMILY
TRUST - No trespass-
ing, no hunting, no
fishing, no 4-wheeling,
no illegal dumping, no
cutting of timber. Not
responsible for any
accidents or injuries
that may occur on
properties located in
Pulaski Co. 06/26

MARTIN, Mona & Na-
than - Between Malvin
Hill & White Lily, 90
Acres. No trespassing,
no hunting, no fishing,
no 4-wheeling, no
ATV’s of any kind, no
horseback riding, no
camping. Not respon-
sible for accidents of
injuries that may occur
on any properties
located in Pulaski
County. 10/26

MURPHY, Jim - Prop-
erty located on Soul
Chapel Rd. No tres-
passing, no hunting,
no 4-wheeling. Not
responsible for any

accidents and injuries

that may occur on
properties located in

Pulaski County. 11/26

Pierce Family Trust -
All properties formally
known as Norman
Pierce Farm. No
trespassing, no hunt-
ing, so 4-wheeling.
No fishing, no horse-
back riding, no cutting
of timber. Not respon-
sible for accidents
or injuries in any prop-
erty located Pulaski
County. 1/26

Roaden Odena and
Kettry Burke and
Elizabeth Gregory.
No trespassing. No
hunting. No fishing.
No illegal dumping. No
4-wheeling, No cutting
of timber.

STEPP, John & Julie
- No trespassing, not
responsible for any
accidents or injuries
that may occur on
property located in
Pulaski Co. 01/27

Jones, Thomas -
No trespassing. Not
responsible for acci-
dents or injuries on

any properties located

in Pulaski Co. 6/26

Ison, Randy & Janie
- No trespassing, no
hunting, no ATV's. Not
responsible for any
accidents of injuries
located on properties
in Pulaski County. 09/26

Hill, Joshua & Katie
- Burnside, KY - No
trespassing for any

reason. No illegal
dumping, no hunting,
no ATV’s, no dirt-
bikes, no lawnmowers,
no horseback riding,
no hiking, no cutting
of timber, ginseng
or other plant, no
mushroom hunting, no
heavy equipment, no
menacing, loitering, or
soliciting. Not respon-
sible for accidents or
injuries that occur on
owned property in Pu-
laski County. Violators
will be prosecuted to
the full extent of the
law. 10-26

Jr Lewis Gerald -

No trespassing. No

drones. No illegal
dumping. Not respon-
sible for any accidents
or injuries on proper-
ties located in Pulaski

County. 12/25

McLamb, Cheryl -
No trespassing, no
hunting, no fishing,
no four wheeling,
no illegal dumping.
Not responsible for
accidents or injuries
that may occur around
or located on property
in Science Hill, located
on Hwy 27, between
Frog Hollow & East
Old Norwood Rd.
Violators will be
prosecuted. 10/26

MURPHY, Morris
G, Eva P, MORRIS
D., Laura, Martie, &
Patty - No trespass-
ing, no hunting, No

4-wheeling, no horses
allowed, no dump-
ing. Not responsible
for any accidents or
injuries that may occur
on properties located
in Pulaski County.
(Morris Murphy Rd/
Ferrell Stewart Rd
Area) 12/26

Price, Connie -
Elihu-Cabin - Hollow
Rd Parcel #078-0-
0-01 no trespass-
ing, no hunting, no
4-wheeling, no cutting
of timber, no illegal
dumping. Not respon-
sible for any accidents
or injuries on proper-
ties located in Pulaski
County. 06/26

Roderick Dale Wil-
son Family Trust -
Posted No Trespass-
ing, hunting, camping,
fishing, or ATV’s and/
or 4 wheeling permit-
ted. Not responsible
for any injuries or
accidents on all owned
property located on
South Highway 837,
Nancy Ky 42544 All
trespassers will be
prosecuted will be
prosecuted to the full
extent of the law. 4/26

Stigall, Montie &
Sandra - No tres-
passing, no ATVs, not
responsible for acci-
dents or injuries on
all property located in
Pulaski Co. Violators
will be prosecuted.
06/26

FRYE, Roy W. &
Norma - 13641 W.
Hwy 80, Nancy, KY.
No trespassing, no
hunting, no 4-wheel-
ing, no fishing. Not
responsible for any
accidents or injuries

that may occur on all
properties located in
Pulaski County. 06/26

Johnson, Barbara -
No trespassing. Not
responsible for acci-
dents or injuries on

any properties located
in Pulaski Co. 03-26

Priddle, Brian &
Mary Lou - Lot 27
& 94 Tennessee
Ave & Gentry Ln.
NO trespassing, no
hunting, no 4-wheeler.
Not responsible for
accidents of injuries on
properties in Pulaski
Co. 11/26

Rose, Jack & C.L. -
No trespassing. No
dumping. No drones.
No parking. Not re-
sponsible for accidents
or injuries that may
occur on properties in
Pulaski Co. 05/26

SHELTON, Lynnville &
Linda - No trespass-
ing, no hunting, no
fishing, no 4-wheeling,
no cutting of lumber,
no illegal dumping. Not
responsible for any
accident or injuries
that may occur on
properties located in
Pulaski County. 03/26

GALLO, Dan & Line
Creek Farms, LLC
- No trespassing, no
hunting, no fishing,
no 4-wheeling, no
camping. Not respon-
sible for accidents or
injuries that may occur
on properties located
in Pulaski Co. 11/26

LEIGH, Pam - 7008
W Hwy 80 in Nancy.
No trespassing, no
hunting, no fishing.
Not responsible for
accidents or injuries
that may occur on
properties located in
Pulaski Co. 10/26

MEECE Leo - 1124,
1185 Providence
Rd. Absolutely no

trespassing, no hunt-

ing, no recreational
vehicles of any kind
allowed. Not responsi-
ble for any accidents
or injuries that may
occur on properties
located in Pulaski
County. Violators will
be prosecuted. 09/26

Newell, Ruby -
Property located on
Coal Pit Road - No

trespassing, no hunt-
ing, no 4-wheeling.
Not responsible for

accidents or injuries
that may occur on

properties located in
Pulaski Co. 10/26

HINES, EDDIE -
47 Valley Station Dr,
Somerset. No tres-
passing, no hunting,
and no 4-wheelers.
Not responsible for
accidents or injuries

on properties in

Pulaski Co. 08-26

Howell, Vicky; - No
trespassing, no hunting,
no fishing, no dumping,
no 4-wheeling, no horse-

back riding, no hiking,
no pursuit of game by an
means, including dogs.
Violators will be prose-
cuted to the full extent of
the law. Not responsible
for accidents or injuries
on this and all owned
property in
Pulaski County, 04/26

Lois Farmer Mounce,
Glen Mounce &
Jack Daws. No
trespassing no

4-wheeling, no hunt-
ing, no fishing, not
cutting of timber and
no illegal dumping. Not
responsible for any
accidents or injuries
that may occur on
properties located in
Pulaski County. 03/26

Mofield, Pam - No
trespassing. No hunt-
ing. No 4-wheeling. No
camping. No dumping.

No cutting of timber.

Not responsible for
any accidents or inju-
ries that may occur on
any property in Pulaski
County. Violators will
be prosecuted. 03-26

NORFLEET, Ralph
and/or Mary - No
trespassing, no
hunting, no fishing,
no 4-wheeling, no
illegal dumping on the
following properties
located in Somerset,
KY: 646 Hwy 2227, 65
Enclave Dr., 23 Troon
Ct. 1120 Heartland
Dr. Not responsible
for any accidents or
injuries on all proper-
ties located in Pulaski
County. 04/26

Purple Thistle Farms
and Candido, Brenda.
No trespassing, no
hunting, no fishing,
no 4-wheeling, no
illegal dumping and no
cutting of timber. Not
responsible for any
accidents that may
occur on properties
located in Pulaski
County. 06-26

Randall, Jerry & Lil-
lian - No trespassing,
no hunting, no ATV'’s,
no drones, no dump-
ing, no illegal parking.
Not responsible for ac-
cidents or injuries on
all properties located
in Pulaski Co. 08/26

Mosley, Anna -
3080 E Hwy 635,
Science Hill. No tres-
passing, no 4-wheel-
ing, no hunting,
no fishing and no
cutting of timber.
Not responsible for
any accident or injury
which may occur on
property in Pulaski
County. 10/26

Patterson James and

Ruby, No trespassing.

No hunting, no fishing,
and no 4-wheeling.
Not responsible for

any accidents or
injuries that may occur
on property in Pulaski
Co. 11-26

Renaker, Howard
Warner Rd, Nan-
cy, KY. No hunting,
no trespassing, no
fishing. Absolutely
no 4-wheeling. Not
responsible for injuries
or accidents that may
occur on property
located in Pulaski
Co. 05-26

Richardson, Scotty &
Kathie - No tres-
passing, no hunt-
ing, no fishing, not

4-wheeling, no cutting

of timber, no illegal
dumping. Not respon-
sible for any accidents
or injuries that may
occur on properties
located in Pulaski
County. 8/26

ROY, Kenneth &
Karen - 924 Clifty Hill
Rd. Science Hill. No
Trespassing, no hunt-
ing, no 4-wheeling,
no horse back riding.
Not responsible for
any accidents and/or
injuries that may occur
on properties located
in Pulaski Co. 8/26

Sims, Brian, No
trespassing. Access
granted for those with
permission only. No
hunting, no cutting of
timber. No dumping.
Not responsible for
accidents or injuries
that may occur on any
property located in
Pulaski County. 09-26

GOSSER, D. Mildred
and Blackburn.
Patricia - No tres-
passing, no hunting,
no illegal dumping,
no cutting of timber,
no 4-wheeling, no
horseback riding, no
loitering, no fishing.
Not responsible for
any accidents or inju-
ries that may occur on
properties located in
Pulaski Co. 04/26

Salter, Jeffrey and
Denise. No tres-
passing, no vehicles,
bikes or 4-wheelers of
any kind allowed on
property. No hunting,
no cutting of timber,
no illegal dumping, no
camping. Not liable
for any accidents or
injuries that may occur
on properties located
in Pulaski Co. 06-26

SINGLETON, James
C. - No trespassing,
no hunting, no fishing.
Not responsible for ac-
cidents or injuries that
may occur on property
located in Pulaski
County. (North Hwy E
70 & Hwy 27 Eubank
Area) 02/26

Gossett, Kenneth,
Warner Rd.
Nancy - No hunting,
no trespassing, no
fishing, absolutely no
4-wheeling.

Not responsible for
injuries or accidents
that may occur on
property located in
Pulaski Co. 05-26

Sander, John and
Melanie. No tres-
passing. No hunting.
No fishing. No illegal
dumping. No 4-wheel-
ing. No cutting of
lumber. Not responsi-
ble for accidents or in-
juries on all properties
located in Pulaski
Co. 03-26

Smith, Muriel - No
trespassing, no hunt-
ing, no shooting, no
ATVs. Not responsible
for any accidents or
injuries on any prop-
erty located in Pulaski
Co. Violators will be
prosecuted. 10/26

Schebor, Constance
and Sweets, David
- No trespassing. No
hunting, no drones,

no illegal dumping, no
fishing, no squatting.

Not responsible for
any injuries or acci-
dents that may occur
on Amy properties
located in Pulaski
County. 11/26

Stepp, John & Julie.
No trespassing. No
responsible for any
accidents or injuries
that may odder on
property located in

Pulaski Co. 12/25

Harlow, Bruce - No
trespassing, no
hunting, no illegal
dumping, no cutting
of timber, no horse-
back riding, no loiter-
ing, no fishing. Not
responsible for any
accidents or injuries
that may occur on
properties located in
Pulaski Co. 06-26

Haynes, Ricky -
No trespassing,
no hunting, no fishing,
no 4-wheeling,
no cutting of timber,
no illegal dumping.
Not responsible for
any accidents or
injuries that may
occur on properties
located in Pulaski
County. 06/26




