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Owner/Operator
Vik Soma

ey 006-416-2456
Newly Renovated
Automatic Car Wash

Located behind Burger King

Edwards Construction

Garages
Remodeling Excavation

New Construction Homes Cellulose Insulation
Driveways and Land Clearing  Septic Tank Systems

Roofing

Donovan Edwards
606-688-4074

_ Albany Full
Gospel Church

Sunday Services: 9:30 a.m. and 11 a.m.
Wednesday Service: 6 p.m.

Come worship Jesus with us!

Need a ride? Call Ethan at 606-306-2019
or Nancy at 606-387-9582

Auto Air
Conditioning

Pro:e
Aqt%%tive

Service
and
Repair

Family Owned
Over 30 Years of Experience

28 Boss Brown Road
Albany, KY 42602

606-306-7686

PEDIGO
LESSENBERRY

Jared Pursiey, AAl
Vice President

270-646-8162
jpursley@plinsurance.com
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E 7
I==

GOLDEN HARVEST VILLAGE

200 Harvest Street
Albany, Kentucky 42602

IS NOW ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS FOR
ONE BEDROOM APARTMENTS

Elderly and Disabled Living Applicants must bring a copy of
their:

Birth Certificate

Social Security Card

Proof of Income

Applicants must apply in person
at the office located at

200 Harvest Street
Albany, KY 42602

*All applicants will undergo a

background and sex offender check
No phone applications accepted

OFFICE HOURS:
Monday - Friday
gam.-3pm.

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

www.clintonnews.net
116 North Washington St. - Albany, Kentucky 42602

Gene Latham
Teacher, farmer, businessman,
athlete, family man

When you’re 88 years old, usually there aren’t too many
people that show up for your wake. Most of your contem-
poraries have already passed, and most young people don’t
know you—or care about such old fashioned things as fu-
neral visitation.

That wasn’t the case last Thursday night as hundreds of
people literally poured into Talbott
Funeral Home, starting in advance
of the designated viewing hour,
to honor a man who it seems was
known to all—and who, with all of
his interests and connections, was
certainly one of the most popular
people of Clinton County.

Gene Latham had connections
with so many people in Clinton
4| County. Raised in the Upchurch
community (a community which
once had its own school and post
office, it’s one of those little plac-
es that has over the years been ab-
sorbed by another, as most now call
it part of Cartwright Community.

He played basketball at Clinton
County High, where he wasn’t a
great player—but he played both
baseball and basketball. As he ad-
vised me one time, all the Lathams
played something.

From there he went on to col-
lege-- initially at Campbellsville and then at Western in
Bowling Green. The Hilltopper coach, looking at Gene’s
stocky build, told him they had a place on the Topper foot-
ball team (even though he had never played the sport) if
he wanted to come out for the squad. He declined, but he
and his lifelong friend James Clayton Brown did take up
the sport of golf while in Bowling Green. During that time

he courted a pretty Tennessee lady, Ruth Upchurch, whom
he married in 1959. They had a wonderful marriage for
66 years and had four children, the oldest of whom, Terry,
was tragically killed in an auto accident in 1988. That was
Gene’s hardest lick.

Gene started teaching, at a salary of $271.77 per month,
before he received his college degree. He began his teach-
ing career in the rural schools of Clinton County, initially
at Cartwright and most notably at Pleasant Ridge, which
was on the road behind Marion Perdew’s store that was
also the Alpha Post Office. He drew attention county-wide
when Pleasant Ridge, never noted for its basketball talent,
became competitive in the county grade tournament. It
included the Albany school and the majority of the rural
schools of the county. In 1963, led by brothers Clyde and
Raymond Shelton and Dewey Sutton, they narrowly de-
feated Shipley by a single point, 35-34, to win the tourney.

When the rural schools of northern Clinton County
consolidated in 1964, Gene moved to Clinton Elementa-
ry, where he taught Junior High. That is where I first en-
countered this most interesting, colorful, and entertaining
individual. I was fortunate to, by virtue of the alphabet, be
placed in Gene’s homeroom so I would be spending a lot
of the day with him.

Seventh grade with Gene certainly was interesting. It
was the first time any of us changed classes. The Albany
Elementary students, where I had attended, were upon their
move to seventh grade, shifted to the Clinton Elementary
building (now the high school) and for the first time we
changed classes. That was an experience in itself, and we
recall the teachers well: Charles Shelton, a serious educa-
tor who taught Kentucky History (no wonder I liked him)
and Social Studies. When there was a threat of a teach-
er’s strike he wore a sign that said “In My Heart I Am On
Strike”; our friend Jerry Branham, who taught Science and
took a genuine interest in all of his students doing well; and
the two female teachers, Beatrice Sell and Sallie Mae Dyer.
Bob Reneau was our basketball coach. Our memories are
mostly of the male teachers, however, because they played
softball with us every day, weather permitting.

And they played hard. Gene always played shortstop
and, despite his frame, at age 31 it seemed as if he could
cover the ground like Maury Wills. Charles Shelton would
pitch on the other team. Jerry Branham loved to hit but
wasn’t much of a fielder, so he would hit and a pinch run-
ner would run the bases for him. The rules were flexible. It
was very competitive and great fun.

Let the
readers
write

David Cross

There was also intense competition on the basketball
court. The three male teachers all had teams, and Gene
gave us green uniforms because he said Clinton County
players would often fall apart against a green uniform.

Gene enjoyed his class, and at some time during the
day he would sit on his desk and pontificate. As seventh
graders, as far as we were concerned, it was The Gospel
According To Gene. Gene loved to talk and loved an audi-
ence, and captives that we were, we furnished both to him.

Gene retired from the classroom in 1989 after 29 years
of teaching. But he would stay busy, and active, for the
next years.

Gene bought a 29 acre tract in the Snow community
from B.R. Staton in 1968 and he began putting together a
farming operation that finally was well over 200 acres. He
began milking cattle the same year, and then started raising
Limousin cattle at what he called Snowy Mountain Farm.
He milked for over twenty years and had a fine Limousin
herd at the time of his passing.

One of the more interesting economic pursuits that he
had was the tomato business. Gene and his brother Gary,
along with James Clayton Brown, started “Brown and
Latham Brothers” in the mid-seventies and they raised and
sold commercial tomatoes for twenty years, delivering to
various Houchens Markets in southern Kentucky and mak-
ing countless trips to Indianapolis, where they sold their
tomatoes by the truckload. He would sit down with Ervin
Houchens himself every January and set the year’s price.
They provided summer employment for many a young
man and woman in those years.

When the local Country Club golf course opened for
play in July 1969, Gene decided to join the club and began
taking golf seriously — as Gene took everything he did se-
riously. When Gene Latham did anything—be it teaching,
farming, or playing a game of checkers—he was serious
about it—and played to win. He became a regular at the
local course and continued to play until two weeks before
his death. He was one of the last originals of Seventy Six
Falls Country Club. We all loved to see him on the course,
and it was a great day when we heard that Gene was mov-
ing his membership back to Seventy Six when the course
re-opened last year.

Gene played in every tournament that came along. In
1972 Gene one-putted eight straight holes and won the
first two-club golf tournament held at Seventy Six Falls
Country Club, with a handicap score of 69. We see that
Gene Latham grin in many photos in the Clinton Coun-
ty News over many years, as part of a winning golf team.
Gene loved to win. And if he had won anything, whether
it be a long drive contest or a scramble, he would love to
tell you about it. He was so proud that he could shoot less
than his age at 88.

We are wondering how you play golf in Heaven. It
wouldn’t be right to make every shot, but if you knew your
limitations it would be a Heavenly round to hit the ball as
you intended to on every stroke, and make every putt that
you could reasonably hope to make.

We know Gene is up there now, riding in the cart with
Clayton Brown, and they are surely well pleased with their
game, probably going head to head with the likes of Arnold
Palmer and Sam Snead. And at the end of the round, he
would likely go up to old St. Peter himself and tell him how
well he played—all the while smiling with that big Gene
Latham grin.

With Gene’s passing, it’s truly the passing of an era. I
sent word by Barney a few weeks ago to tell Gene that he
was one of my favorite people and I'm so glad I did. I bet
for many of you he was one of yours as well.

.

Ty

<&
o

Wayne County
Sherift’s repor

cident-failure to render aid.

Wayne County Sheriff
Tim Catron reports the fol-
lowing arrests:

Nickolas Shook of Mon-
ticello, Kentucky, was ar-
rested for public intoxica-
tion-controlled  substance
(excludes alcohol), posses-
sion of drug paraphernalia,
and possession of marijua-
na.

Robert L. Lowe of Mon-
ticello, Kentucky, was ar-

rested for public intoxica-
tion-controlled  substance
(excludes alcohol).

Shook and Lowe were
lodged in the Wayne County
Detention Center.

The Wayne County Sher-
iff Office also served Jerry
Lowe of Monticello, Ken-
tucky, with a Cumberland
County District Court crim-
inal complaint summons for
leaving the scene of an ac-

He was given a date
to appear in Cumberland
County District Court.

Aiyah J. Runyon of Fal-
mouth, KY. was arrested
for alcohol intoxication in a
public place.

Stephen J. Smith of Al-
pha, KY. was arrested on
a Wayne County District
Court forthwith order of ar-
rest for violation of an order

or judgement of the court.

Daniele F. Hall of Mon-
ticello, Kentucky, was ar-
rested on a Wayne County
District Court complaint
warrant of arrest for unau-
thorized use of a motor ve-
hicle, and theft by failure to
make required disposition
of property.

Runyon, Smith, and Hall
were lodged in the Wayne
County Detention Center.
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The Clinton County Extension District’s most recent
audit and adopted budget can be viewed anytime on the
Department for Local Government’s Public Portal website.
If you would like to view our most recent financial state-
ment, please visit us at our home office located at 2601
Business Hwy 127 North, during our normal office hours
of 7:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.. This ad was paid for by Clinton
County Extension Office dollars. http://kydlgweb.ky.gov/
Per KRS 65A.080(2)
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NOTICE

Public Notice

Notice is hereby given that Janessa Dawn Floyd was
appointed by the Clinton District Court on July 9, 2026, as
Executrix of the Estate of Johnny Ray Perdue, deceased.
Any and all persons having claims against, or owing sums
to, said estate are required to present same, properly prov-
en and verified according to law, to the office of the Clerk,
Clinton District Court, Albany, Kentucky and to: Janessa
Dawn Floyd, 1738 Davis Chapel Road, Alpha, Kentucky
42603 or to Hon. Gary A. Little, Attorney at Law, P.O. Box
68, Albany, Kentucky 42602, within six (6) months from
the above date.

45-3c



