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Clerk’s Office prepared the 
property tax bills for the 
2023 tax year using the rate 
of 9% for the health district 
instead of the correct rate 
of 7%. The sheriff’s office 
did not discover the error 
until after the tax year had 
concluded. This resulted 
in the sheriff’s office col-
lecting a combined $92,954 
in extra taxes. Though the 
sheriff’s office were not 
responsible for creating 
the tax bills, due to a lack 
of control over the collec-
tions process, the error 
was not caught when the 
sheriff’s office reviewed 
the bills. Due to this error, 
the health district and the 
sheriff’s fee account were 
overpaid, and taxpayers 
were overcharged.”

The State Auditor’s Of-
fice also said, “We recom-
mend the Bath County 
Sheriff collect the amount 
overpaid to the health dis-
trict and fee account and 
refund the taxpayers for 
their overpayments. In ad-
dition, we recommend the 
sheriff have multiple em-
ployees check the tax bills 
once they are prepared 
and compare the rates to 
the forms sent in by the 
districts to ensure they are 
free from errors.”  

Last Thursday Sheriff 
Stewart described the er-
ror as a “mix-up on the per-
centage from the County 
Clerk and PVA’s offices.”  
He said the tax rate as-
signed to the Bath County 
Health Taxing District was 
9 percent, when it should 
have been 7 percent, which 
resulted in an overpayment 

of $89,152 to the Health 
Tax District.  

He said Rob Day was 
meeting with County Clerk 
Roger Coyle and PVA 
Jackie Watson and said the 
money would have to be 
reimbursed to the Sheriff’s 
Department.  From there, 
Stewart said Day would fig-
ure out where the money 
would go, ultimately back 
to the Bath County taxpay-
ers.  Stewart added that 
they would have to create a 
list of taxpayer reimburse-
ments for who and how 
much would be returned.  

County Attorney Kim 
Price said she had looked 
over the audit and would 
speak with Day.  She said 
she was going to suggest 
adjusting this year’s prop-
erty taxes instead of mail-
ing out refunds of the over-
payment, many of which 
would only be less than a 
dollar.  Sheriff Stewart said 
he mailed out over 6000 tax 
bills for 2025.  

In other matters, Fiscal 
Court members also ap-
proved a $2500 match for 
state agriculture funds for 
dead animal removal in 
the county; and approved 
the reappointment of Tim 
Johnson to the Bath Coun-
ty Ambulance Board for 
another four-year term and 
the reappointment of Judy 
Harmon to the Sharpsburg 
Water Board for another 
four-year term.  

County Attorney Price 
also announced that she 
had hired Morgan Smith 
Miller as Assistant County 
Attorney to help with pros-
ecutions, and she said she 
would know next week if 
she would be able to hire 
another assistant to help 
with Fiscal Court matters.  
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events for 2026 has just 
been released:  

April – Easter Egg Hunt 
at McClain Pallet Shop, 
date TBD

May 16 – 5-K Run, spon-
sored by Los Tres Agaves

May 22 - Special Propane 
Price Day 

June 6 – Preston First 
Church of God Car Show, 
2 – 7 p.m. at The Store

June 27 – 28 – Vendor 
Fair at The Store

July 18 – Veterans Pro-
gram to honor Vietnam, 
Iraq, and Afghanistan vet-

erans, with the Ky. Viet-
nam Traveling Memorial 
Wall and special guests

July 25 – Movie Night
August 1 – Preston First 

Church of God Car Show, 
at The Store, 2 to 7 p.m. 

August – Rube Blevins 
Memorial Horseshoe 
Tournament, date TBD

September 9 – 12 – 
Downhome Gospel Sing-
ing 

September 18 – 20 – 
Abundant Life Gospel 
Church Revival, 7 p.m. 
nightly, with 10:30 a.m. 
Sunday Service

October 3 – 5-K Run, 
sponsored by Los Tres 

Agaves
October 14 – 19 – Pres-

ton Court Days 
October 24 – Preston 

First Church of God Car 
Show, at The Store, 1 to 6 
p.m. 

December 16 – Robin 
Tolle Piano Recital and 
Carriage Rides, Owings-

ville First Church of God, 
7 p.m. 

December – The Store 
will host Preston Christ-
mas Lights and Homemade 
Holiday Shopping, up to 25 
local/in-county vendors, 
held two weekends before 
Christmas
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Owingsville City Council 
members had a short agen-
da for their first meeting of 
2026 on Monday evening.  

They approved a second 
reading of an ordinance 
creating an exclusive ten-
year electrical service 
franchise in the city, for 
which Kentucky Utilities 
is expected to be the only 
bidder.  The last franchise 
agreement was approved 
ten years ago, and Mayor 
Gary Hunt explained that it 
was time to renew the fran-
chise.  The city collects a 3 
percent franchise fee from 
all electric bills in the city.  

A public notice of sale will 
be advertised on February 
19, after which bids will be 
taken through March 9.  
The new franchise agree-
ment will take effect on July 
14.  Mayor Hunt noted that 
KU will take care of all asso-
ciated advertising fees.  

Council members also 
approved a first reading 
of an ordinance creating a 
non-exclusive natural gas 
service franchise, similar to 
the electrical franchise, for 
which Delta Natural Gas 
is expected to be the only 
bidder.  It will also follow a 
similar timeline as the elec-
trical franchise. 

Some discussion was 
held regarding a proposed 
amendment to the city’s wa-
ter meter installation fees 
and sewer tap on fees for 
residences and businesses.  

Mayor Hunt said the fees 
for those actions had not 
been evaluated “for a long 
time.”  He proposed to the 
increase the water meter 
installation fee from $750 
for a ¾ inch residential line 
to $1250, and increase the 
cost of the sewer tap on fee 
from current costs of $400 
for residential gravity fee 
and $1000 for residential 
grinder pump fees to the 
cost of material and labor.  

Council member Karen 
Ratliff said she could not 
vote for a fee increase fol-
lowing increases in water 
and sewer service fees last 
year until she knew the cost 
of installing a new meter.  
Mayor Hunt found that new 
meters cost $985 from their 
local supplier, Utility Solu-
tions.  

Council members agreed 
to alter the amendment 
to reflect the fee increase 
from current rates to the 
cost of new equipment plus 
labor.  A second reading of 
the amendment will be held 

at next month’s meeting.  
Mayor Hunt wanted to re-

mind everyone that the city 
has an election sign ordi-
nance already in place, and 
for the upcoming Primary 
Election on May 12, no elec-
tion signs are allowed to be 
posted in the city limits pri-
or to April 4 (45 days prior 
to the election) and must be 
taken down by May 27 (15 
days after the election).  

The City of Owingsville 
had $142,000 in alcohol 
sales during the month of 
November 2025, and it col-
lected $6619 in regulatory 
fees.  Its regulatory fee ac-
count to date has $106,000.  

Hunt also provided up-
dates on new businesses 
coming to Owingsville, 
including the Fresh Spin 
Laudromat (Miller Plaza), 
Seouful Skin (Miller Pla-
za), Ace Auto Parts (Water 
Street), Owingsville Barber 
Co. (South Court Street), 
Juniper Recovery (old Ow-
ingsville Manor building, 
open house Jan. 22), and 

the Salt Mine Café (South 
Court Street), which 
opened last year.  He also 
noted that he heard that 
Hazel Hills residential drug 
treatment center might be 
reopening.  

Hunt also reported that 
the Owingsville Fire De-
partment recently took 
possession of their new fire 
truck, a 4000 gallon tanker, 
and he praised the Depart-
ment for bringing the resi-
dential blaze of an historic 
home on Suddith Street un-
der control.  

Prior to the end of the 
meeting, Council member 
Jackie Anderson said he 
had been asked by a con-
cerned citizen if the Police 
Department’s members 
wore body cameras.  He 
said the citizen was con-
cerned in light of recent 
events in Minnesota.  Chief 
John Sutherland was pres-
ent at the meeting, and he 
responded that they did not 
wear cameras, largely due 
to the $5000 a month need-
ed for storage of camera 
footage.  Sutherland said 
with the town’s call volume, 
he did not think body cam-
eras were necessary.  

Anderson also said he 
had heard complaints about 
the crosswalk sign located 
at the corner of West Main 
and Cecil Street.   Mayor 
Hunt said because Main 
Street is a state highway, 
regulations require all 
signs be placed at a height 
of nine feet.  

Owingsville City Council begins process of moving forward 
with new electric, gas franchise agreements
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Owingsville City Council members review paperwork 
Monday evening related to the creation of electrical and 
natural gas service franchises to homes and businesses 
in Owingsville.  These franchises are renewed every ten 
years.  

By Cecil Lawson
KyNewsGroup

cecil@kynewsgroup.com


