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City of Morgantown, KY 
Ordinance 2026-04

Property Tax 2026

An Ordinance assessing and levying the 2026 Annual Property Tax on Real Property and 
Tangible Personal Property with the City of Morgantown, Kentucky;

Whereas, the property assessment for property within the City of Morgantown, Kentucky 
has been certified as follows:

Real Property: $133,750,200

Tangible Personal Property: $52,549,349

Now be it ordained by the City of Morgantown, Kentucky that:

Section 1: Property Tax Rate

There is levied for the year 2026 an ad valorem tax of _0.087_ per one hundred dollars 
($100) assessed valuation of all taxable real property within the jurisdiction, and an ad 
valorem tax of _0.087_ per one hundred dollars ($100) assessed valuation on all tangible 
personal property within the jurisdiction.

Section 2: Abandoned Urban Property

Pursuant to KRS 132.012, “abandoned urban property” means any vacant structure or 
vacant or unimproved lot or parcel of ground in a predominantly developed urban area 
which has been vacant or unimproved for a period of at least one (1) year and which:

 • Because it is dilapidated, unsanitary, unsafe, vermin infested, or otherwise   
  dangerous to the safety of persons, it is unfit for its intended use; or 
 • By reason of neglect or lack of maintenance has become a place for the   
  accumulation of trash and debris, or has become infested with rodents or other   
  vermin; or 
 • Has been tax delinquent for a period of at least three (3) years; or 
 • Is located within a development area established under KRS 65.7049, 65.7051, and 65.7053

There shall be a classification of Real Property known as Abandoned Urban Property. 
The legislative body of the City of Morgantown shall levy a rate of taxation of $1.50 per 
100 dollars of value. The limitations set forth by KRS 132.027 shall not apply to the rate of 
taxation on Abandoned Urban Property.

Under KRS 92.305 the City of Morgantown reserves the right to levy a separate rate of 
taxation upon Abandoned Urban Properties. The responsibility of determining which 
properties are Abandoned Urban Property within the City shall be that of the Code 
Enforcement Board. A list of abandoned urban properties shall be furnished to the County 
Property Valuation Administrator prior to the date fixed for the annual assessment of real 
property within the county.

If a property classified as abandoned urban property is repaired, rehabilitated, or otherwise 
returned to productive use, the owner shall notify the City Administrator or Code 
Enforcement Officer, which shall, if it finds the property is no longer abandoned urban 
property, notify the property valuation administrator to strike the property from the list of 
abandoned urban properties.

No later than March 1 of each year, the City Administrator or Code Enforcement Officer 
shall send a registered letter to the owner(s) of each abandoned urban property, as those 
name(s) are listed in the records of the Property Valuation Administrator, a notice that this 
property has been classified as abandoned urban property. The owner of any abandoned 
urban property who believes that his, her, or its property has been incorrectly classified 
may appeal such classification to the Board of Adjustments. Such appeal shall be in writing 
and shall be made no later than April 1 of that year. The Board of Adjustments shall afford 
the owner the opportunity for a hearing. If the Board of Adjustments finds that the property 
was incorrectly classified as abandoned urban property, it shall cause the property to be 
removed from the list of properties so classified. The Board of Adjustments shall develop 
policies and procedures for conducting such appeals.

Section 3: Location

Property Taxes shall be paid to the Butler County Sheriff’s Office located at Butler County 
Courthouse:

110 North Main St 
Morgantown, KY 42261

Section 4: Penalty Schedule

The Butler County Sheriff will collect delinquent city taxes in the same manner used to 
collect delinquent county taxes in accordance with KRS 133.220, KRS 133.230 and KRS 
Chapter 134.

Section 6: Effective Passage

This ordinance becomes effective upon its passage and publication according to law. This 
ordinance is subject to all provisions of the Constitution of the Commonwealth of Kentucky 
and the Kentucky Revised Statutes.

Mayor Billy Phelps

Attest: Allie Lee, City Clerk

Staff Report

Black Appalachia: 
Race, Place, and 
Identity, published by 
the University Press 
of Kentucky, has been 
named the winner of 
the 2026 Thomas D. 
Clark Medallion, one of 
Kentucky’s top literary 
honors.

The award is 
presented annually 
by the Thomas D. 
Clark Foundation to 
recognize books that 
contribute to a greater 
understanding of 
Kentucky’s history, 
culture and people.

Edited by Cicero 
M. Fain III, Sheena 
Harris Hayes, Wilburn 
Hayden Jr. and 
William H. Turner, 
Black Appalachia 
brings together the 
work of more than 25 
scholars, writers and 
artists to examine the 
history, culture and 
experiences of Black 
people throughout 
Appalachia.

The collection 
explores migration, 
discrimination, 
community, memory 
and artistic expression 
while highlighting 
Black Appalachian 

contributions to music, 
poetry, photography, 
foodways and the arts.

The book follows 
Blacks in Appalachia, 
published in 1985, 
which helped bring 
national attention to 
the experiences and 
contributions of Black 
Appalachians.

“To have Black 
Appalachia: Race, 
Place, and Identity 
placed in the same 
pantheon as Dr. 
Thomas D. Clark is 
deeply meaningful,” 
Turner said. “The 
award affirms both the 

scholarship of the book 
and, more importantly, 
the lives, histories, 
and communities at its 
center.”

Thomas D. Clark was 
Kentucky’s Historian 
Laureate and a founder 
of the University Press 
of Kentucky. 

The annual medallion 
named in his honor 

includes a $1,500 
prize.

The University Press 
of Kentucky is the 
Commonwealth’s 
statewide nonprofit 
scholarly publisher 
and publishes works 
focusing on Kentucky, 
the Ohio Valley, the 
Upper South and 
Appalachia.

‘Black Appalachia’ Wins 2026 Thomas D. Clark Medallion


