
Betty Jean Taylor
Elmore, age 75, of
Lawrenceburg passed
away on April 4, 2026.

She is survived by her
husband, Gary L. Elmore;
children, Jason Davis,
Debbie (Ryan) Hancock,
Michelle (Oakley) Vaughn
and Dawn (Chip) Ryder;
12 grandchildren; 16 great-
grandchildren; a sister,
Debbie (Scottie)
Waldridge; and several
nieces, nephews, great-nie-
ces and great-nephews.

Betty was preceded in
death by her parents,
Leonard Taylor and Julie

Gibson Taylor; a brother,
William Taylor; and two
sisters, Carol Akins and
Faye Hicks.

Funeral services will be
held at 1 p.m. on April 9, at
Ritchie & Peach Funeral
Home in Lawrenceburg
with Scott Shepherd offici-
ating. Burial will follow in
Lawrenceburg Cemetery.
Visitation will be held
prior to the service on
Thursday from 11 a.m.
until 1 p.m. at the funeral
home.

Condolences may be
shared at www.ritchieand-
peach.com.
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Cathy Lynne Ritchey
Rivera, age 65, of
Lawrenceburg, passed
away April 1, 2026.

Cathy is survived by her
daughters, Jessica Cooley
(Brady), Whitley Lester
(Jordan) and Kaitlin
Beatty (Cal); grandchil-
dren, Emrie, Nora, Declan,
Shea, Maeve, Henry and
Dempsey; sisters, Donna
Drury (Jackie) and Lora
Woods (Brandon); and a
nephew, Kian Woods.

Cathy was preceded in
death by her parents,
Edgar Thomas Ritcheyand
Susan Caldwell Ritchey

and an infant sister, Sarah
Denise Ritchey.

A Celebration of Life
was held April 8, at Ritchie
& Peach Funeral Home.

Memorial donations are
suggested to Anderson
County Humane Society,
P.O. Box 494, Lawrence-
burg, KY 40342.

Arrangements are
entrusted to Ritchie &
Peach Funeral Home in
Lawrenceburg.

Condolences may be
shared with the family at
www.ritchieand-
peach.com.
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 don’t worry about my
lawn so much; I see all
the weeds, yellow

dandelions and purple
violets as food for our
sheep. As the grass
grows, I think,
“Where will I move
them next?” And,
actually, our
dandelion
population is rather
minimal because
the sheep love the
yellow blooms so
not too many make
it to the fluffy seed
head stage of life! I
do understand, however,
that this is not the point
that most people are
operating on. Most do
worry about the
appearance of their lawn,
but the funny thing is that
many of our lawn care
habits actually create
additional problems that
need some sort of
intervention. It is a vicious
lawn care cycle. Fertilize,
mow, spray, fertilize, mow,
spray…why not just mow
high and enjoy the clover
(as the bees do)?

No matter how many
times agronomists warn us
not to fertilize in the
spring, products fly off the
shelf in April and May. Fall
is the time to fertilize, if
you must. The grass will
be lush and green in the

spring on its own; it will
grow twice as fast as any
other time of the year, and
it will use up any fertilizer
you put down on this

speedy growth.
You just made your
mowing chores
more urgent; and
most of the fertil-
izer washes away in
spring showers.

Over feeding can
also cause a higher
incidence of sum-
mer lawn diseases
and the build-up of
thatch. Thatch is

not caused by leaving
grass clipping on the lawn
rather it is a condition
where grass roots mat on
the surface and make it dif-
ficult for oxygen, water
and nutrients from reach-
ing the more important
deeper roots.

Mulching grass clip-
pings back onto the lawn
has many benefits, in fact.
Decomposing grass pro-
vides trace amounts of
slowly released nitrogen
and encourages healthy
microbial and earthworm
activity that feeds and aer-
ates the lawn further. And
too much nitrogen in the
spring is linked to fungal
lawn diseases like red
thread, dollar spot, brown
patch and frog-eye.

Alas, mowing your lawn

properly can solve a great
many lawn care problems.
The #1 rule is to mow
high. No one pays atten-
tion to this recommenda-
tion, either, but it makes a
great deal of sense in
terms of overall best man-
agement practices. I sup-
pose, too, if people have
lawn care companies doing
the mowing for them, they
may feel cheated if their
lawn is not cut close. We
need to rethink this men-
tality and encourage our
lawn care companies to
mow a bit higher, as well.

If you mow high, at least
three inches (the shortest
I go in “manicured lawn”
areas is 3 ¾”), you can
greatly reduce the amount
of weed seed that can
make contact with soil
thus eliminating many
annual weed problems in
the lawn. If weeds do exist
the taller grass will out-
compete weed seedlings
for sunlight, water and
nutrients. Research also
shows that taller grass has
deeper roots; deeper roots
mean less drought stress.

Mowing frequency is

also linked to lawn health.
Agronomists recommend
that we remove about 1/3
of the blade at each mow-
ing. If you mow grass com-
mon sense tells you when
it has gotten too high,
grass clogs up the mower
or causes it to cut off or
hesitate. Allowing the
grass to get too high
between mowing also
stresses the turf when you
do actually mow especially
if you mow really short.
Essentially you have just
removed the grass’s ability
to function if only a stub is
left behind. No photosyn-
thesis, no nutrient storage,
etc. Do this week after
week in the summer and it
will cause stress.

It is not that difficult to
have a decent lawn if you
follow healthy manage-
ment practices. Also, plant
tall type fescue in Kentuck-
iana, it is the most resilient
for our environment. Tall
fescue is more forgiving
when it comes to poor soil,
and it will save itself dur-
ing a drought by going
dormant.
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nurturing necessary for a
child’s healthy growth and
development.”

Neglect—defined as “the
failure to provide a child with
adequate food, clothing,
medical care, education, or
supervision when financially

able to do so.”
She shared that our role

as community members is
to recognize when families
are struggling and to offer
support—whether that be
helping out with childcare,
referring them to local
resources, or helping to
provide meals.

Local Anderson County
resources include: The County
Health Department, The

LIGHT (Living in God’s Hope
& Truth) Center, Open Hands
Food Pantry, Veteran’s
Auxiliary, Anderson County
School System, New Vista:
Anderson Clinic, Second
Blessings (First Baptist
Church), and the Anderson
United Program.

While it is very important
that suspected abuse or
neglect is reported to the
Kentucky Abuse Hotline,

Drury emphasized it can also
be just as important to support
families early—because
preventing abuse often begins
long before a report is ever
made.

As she said, “By moving
upstream through the first
two forms of prevention…we
could prevent an average of
15,000 occurrences of abuse
and neglect each year in our
state.”
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