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Attorney Douglas Hoots explained the court 
system to the members of the Columbia-Adair 
County Chamber of Commerce.

Roll Tribe! The ACMS Cheerleaders take on the 
regional championships in Elizabethtown.

The winners of the 5th Region KAPOS the ACMS 
Indians Cheer team.

Chamber welcomes 
guest speaker 

Douglas Hoots
Discusses upcoming 
holiday events
By Mig Feuser
Staff Writer

The main subject of 
the recent meeting of the 
Columbia-Adair County 
Chamber of Commerce was 
a lecture by Douglas Hoots, 
who explained the basics of 
Kentucky’s Court System. 
Hoots was introduced by 
his older sister, Columbia’s 
Mayor Pamela Hoots, who 
gave a short review about 
the sports and professional 
career of her brother.

“The United States has 
a dual court system,” 
Douglas Hoots started 
his explanation, “it’s the 
federal and state courts. 
Both systems have similar 
types of courts. The federal 
court system has federal 
District Courts, US Court of 
Appeals and the Supreme 
Court. The state’s system 
has the State District 
Courts, Circuit Courts, a 
State Court of Appeals and 
the Kentucky Supreme 
Court.”

Also Hoots mentioned 
the two types of cases, the 
criminal cases and the civil 

cases, which he described 
with different cases. Then 
he explained how laws 
come into effect with 
an example of a case he 
fought that went up to the 
Kentucky Supreme Court. 
He also gave examples of 
the differences between 
civil and criminal cases, 
which are handled by the 
District Courts and which 
by the Circuit Courts. At 
the end of Douglas Hoots’ 
presentation, every visitor 
got a handbook which 
described the court system 
in detail, and also had a big 
part with information about 
what to do when called into 
a jury.

Some announcements 
were made during the 
lunch, sponsored by DUO 
Broadband, by Ellen 
Zornes, who mentioned that 
“Treats on the Town” went 
very well with around 600 
kids plus parents. She also 
mentioned the upcoming 
Christmas Parade under 
the theme “A Magical 

By Mig Feuser
Staff Writer

Several points were 
on the agenda of Adair 
County’s Fiscal Court 
meeting on Tuesday which 
took more than two hours 
for the administrators and 
the magistrates to handle. 
The most important point 
for the visitors of the 
meeting was the decision 
about the moving of 
Squires Cemetery under 
“Other Business.” After a 
longer discussion the court 
decided, to the relief of the 
attending members of the 
Economical Development 
Authority (EDA), with five 
yes to three no votes, that 

the cemetery will be moved.
In the regular agenda 

the disbursements were 
mentioned and approved 
with $156,260, as were 
the necessary line to 
line transfers. The fund 
to fund transfers were 
all approved, as was the 
budget amendment in the 
amount $172,000, also 
the treasurer’s report was 
unanimously approved.

Other points in “Other 
Business” were the 
purchase of a new truck, 
where it was decided to 
advertise the intention to 
buy one, so far only one 

Court approves 
motion to move 

Squires Cemetery

ACMS Cheerleaders are 5th region KAPOS Champs
By Mig Feuser
Staff Writer

The Adair County Middle 
School Cheer squad won 
the 5th Region KAPOS 
small division with an 
outstanding performance 

last Wednesday. Head 
coach Nicole Booher 
reports: “It was held  at 
John Hardin High school 
in Elizabethtown where we 
competed in the division 
of Small Varsity 2-1/2 
minute.” The group also 
won the award for Crowd 

Favorite. 
This win catapults the 

group into the next level 
Booher says, “Since we 
won, we will now compete 
at the State Championship 
tournament, which is 
December 16th and will be 
held in Corbin, Kentucky.”

Booher concluded that 
herself, along with assistant 
coach Alex McGaha and 
all of the cheerleaders 
are looking forward to 
showing the judges at State 
competition what they are 
made of. 

Some Gave All
Veterans honored at ACHS Veterans Day ceremony
By Mig Feuser
Staff Writer

Last Thursday’s Veteran’s 
Day program at Adair 
County High School was 
another big success. After 
the Veterans entered the 
full John Burr Memorial 
Gym to Rory Feek’s song 
“Welcome Home” and were 
escorted to their seats by 
the ACHS Cadet Corps, the 
Color Guard brought in 
the American Flag (SSgt. 
Remington Huckaby), the 
Kentucky Flag (Cpl. Jay 
Burton), and the rifles (Cpl. 
Trent Bottoms and Cpl. 
Landen Wethington).

Following the flag 
ceremony, the National 
Anthem was performed by 
the ACHS Choir, the pledge 
spoken by Sgt. Dillon 
Godsey, and the welcome 
and invocation given by 
Cpl. Alex Pedro-Pablo, 
before SFC Gracie Janes 
read the poem “A Marine’s 
Promise.” Mark Willis’ 
song “Crazy Being Home” 

accompanied the Fallen 
Soldier Table ceremony, 
performed by SFC Brenton 
Billingsley and Cpl. Bryson 
Adams, the script read by 
Gracie Janes.

Next on the agenda was 

the etching presentation, 
introduced by Cadet Corps 
instructor Krystal Redmon, 
where five Vietnam soldiers 
from the region were 
remembered, who gave it 
all for our Country. SFC 

Brenton Billingsley talked 
about David Owen Biggs, 
SFC Gracie Janes about 

At the opening of the Veteran’s Day ceremony the former soldiers saluted 
to the flags.

See Veterans, 
Cont. on Page A3

See Chamber, 
Cont. on Page A3

See Court, 
Cont. on Page A3

See See 
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See Regional, 
Cont. on Page A3

Pamela Hoots Looks to Complete City 
Projects in New Mayoral Bid 

More Than A Ribbon Cutting: Community 
Celebrates The Arrival Of Price Less IGA

Public Notice Response – Columbia/Adair 
Utilities District

By Mig Feuser

On February 25, 
Mayor Pamela Hoots 
noted, “Today I filed to 
run for another term as 
Mayor of Columbia. It is 
an honor to serve each 
of you and our great 
community. Thank you 
again for caring about 
our community.” Mig 
Feuser talked with 
Pamela Hoots about 
her next campaign.

Adair Progress: “You 
have technically served 
three terms as a mayor, 
beginning in the early 
90s and returning to 
office nine years ago. 
What is calling you 
to file again, and why 
do you feel now is the 
right time to continue 
serving?”

Pamela Hoots: “We 
have a lot of projects 
going on in the city 

of Columbia that I 
would like to see to 
completion. I enjoy 
serving the people of 
Columbia and I hope 
to be able to continue 
to serve.”

AP: “In 2024, you said 
in an interview, I love 
people, and described 
listening as one of the 
most important parts 
of your role. How has 
that philosophy shaped 

your leadership over 
the past term, and how 
would it guide you if 
voters return you to 

By Katelynn M. 
Molesky

For many years, 
Houchens Food 
Group’s Hometown 
IGA served as a major 
food store for the 
community. Two weeks 
ago it was rebranded 
as Price Less, sporting 
not just a new name 
but also an entirely 
new interior and feel. 

Last Saturday, the 
remodeled store held 
its grand opening 
and ribbon cutting, 
a major celebration, 
featuring giveaways 
from companies such 

as McKee Foods 
and Clark Beverage 
Group, free food, and 
even an appearance 
from the Adair 
County High School 
Band, who performed 
the National Anthem 
alongside a variety of 
other pieces for those 
in attendance. 

The ceremony 
itself consisted of 
speeches from several 
representatives of 
Houchens, Mayor 
Pamela Hoots and 
Landon Edwards, 
President of the 
C o l u m b i a - A d a i r 
County Chamber 

of Commerce, who 
addressed the crowd, 
showing their support 
of the rebranded store. 

Finally, at the 

C o l u m b i a / A d a i r 
Utilities District 
would like to clarify 
the notice that some 
customers recently 
received regarding a 
monitoring violation. 
On September 26, 
a routine water 
sample collected from 
our system tested 
positive for total 
coliform bacteria. 
As required by state 
and federal drinking 
water regulations, we 
immediately collected 
repeat samples the 

following day. The 
repeat samples tested 
negative, confirming 
that the water in the 
distribution system 
was safe.

After receiving 
the satisfactory 
results, the District 
submitted notification 
on October 2 to the 
Kentucky Division 
of Water indicating 
that the follow-up 
samples were clear. 
Unfortunately, due to a 
communication issue, 
that email confirmation 

was not received, 
which resulted in the 
state issuing a Tier 2 
monitoring/reporting 
violation notice.

It is important for 
our customers to 
understand:

   •   Your water has 
remained safe to drink.

   •   All follow-up 
testing confirmed no 
coliform bacteria in 
the system.

   •   This notice 
was issued due 
to a reporting/
communication issue, 

not because of unsafe 
drinking water.

C o l u m b i a / A d a i r 
Utilities District 
continuously monitors 
the system and 
remains committed to 
providing safe, reliable 
drinking water to all of 
our customers. If you 
have any questions, 
please contact our 
office. Thank you for 
your understanding 
and for allowing us to 
serve you.

The Mayor’s Seat in the meeting room of Columbia’s city hall: Pamela Hoots 
is holding it for many years, and now running for another term.

See Ribbon, 
Cont. on Page A3

See Faulkner, 
Cont. on Page A3

See Mayor, 
Cont. on Page A3

Columbia’s store manager, Elsie Roy, cut the rib-
bon for the new Price Less IGA. Surrounding her 
are numerous Houchens representatives, as well 
as members of the community.

By Kelly Wooley
Sports Contributor

The Adair County 
Indians’ basketball 
season came to an 
end in the semifinal 
round of the regional 
tournament, falling to 
North Hardin 68-56. 
While the final result 
was not the ending 
fans had hoped for, the 
Indians put together 
a season that will not 
soon be forgotten.

Throughout the year, 
Adair County proved 
to be a resilient group. 

The Indians won 
games many didn’t 
expect them to win and 
dropped a few tough 
ones along the way, but 
one thing remained 
constant — they never 
quit. The team battled 
night in and night out, 
showing heart and 
determination that 
kept fans proud of their 
effort all season long.

In the regional 
semifinal matchup,    

Indians’ Season 
Comes to a Close 

After Regional 
Semifinal Run

By Mig Feuser

Education in Adair 
County is improving 
academically while 
continuing to face 
challenges ranging 
from teacher shortages 
to facility needs, 
Superintendent Jason 
Faulkner told members 
of the Columbia–Adair 
County Chamber 
of Commerce last 
Tuesday.

Faulkner was the 
featured speaker 
during the chamber’s 
“State of the Schools” 
presentation, offering 
an overview of the 

district’s operations, 
academic performance 
and ongoing projects. 
“I love being able to 
present to community 
members,” Faulkner 
said. “We talk about 
schools a lot among 
ourselves, but it’s 
important to give the 
community an idea of 
what’s going on.”

He emphasized that 
the district’s direction 
is guided by a vision 
statement adopted 
last year describing 

Faulkner Outlines 
Progress, 

Challenges 
During “State 

of the Schools” 
Presentation

Jason Faulkner, Sarah Hatton, and Susan 
Pfefferman informed the member of the Chamber 
of Commerce about the State of the Schools.


