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We express 
our deepest 
sympathy to 
those who 

have recently 
lost loved ones.

Bess Oatts Anderson

Jayden Wayne Barnes

Bess Oatts Anderson, 
age 85, of Monticello, 
Ky, passed away 
Wednesday, December 
3, 2025, at Jean Waddle 
Care Center.

She was born 
September 26, 1940, 
in Monticello, Ky; the 
daughter of the late 
Shelby David “Shell” and 
Gladys (Gossage) Oatts.

She is survived by her 
children, David Bell, wife, 
Rhonda, of Monticello 
and Lenell Jackson, 
spouse Tim, of Corbin, 
Ky; stepson, Roger 
Anderson, wife Lisa, 
of Fla; grandchildren, 
Shelby Bell, wife Rebekah, 
Camrin Bell, wife Taylor, 
Michaela Bell, Drew 
Bell, wife Mary Morgan, 
Whitney Bell; and great 
grandchildren, Lylia, 
Elynore, Lochlyn,   Eliza 
Jane, Mary Louise Bell, 
and Keldon Garcia. She 
is also survived by sisters-
in-law, Pat Bell Norrick, 
husband Jim, and Rita 
Bell Green;  along with a 
host of family and friends 
who mourn her passing.  

In addition to her 
parents, Shell and Gladys 
Oatts, she was preceded 
in death by her husband, 
Earl “Bud” Anderson; 
siblings, William “Bill” 
Oatts and Doris Cooper; 
sisters-in-law, Janette 
(Ramsey) Oatts, Imogene 
(Anderson) Kendrick, 

and Carol Ann Morris; 
brothers-in-law, Kenneth 
Cooper and Lloyd Morris; 
and a niece, Lisa Oatts 
New.  

Bess retired from 
the University of the 
Cumberlands after 23 
years as the Women’s 
Resident Hall Director. 
She loved and enjoyed 
working with her 
university family. She 
enjoyed camping, 
cooking, crafting, and 
hosting many fellowship 
gatherings with her 
university family, church 
family and friends.    

Funeral services were 
held Saturday, December 
6, 2025, at 1     pm at the 
Hicks-Vaughn Funeral 
Home Chapel with Bro. 
David Sargent officiating.  
Burial was in the Elk Spring 
Cemetery.  

Hicks-Vaughn Funeral 
Home of Monticello, 
Ky in charge of the 
arrangements.

Jayden Wayne Barnes 
was born July 4th, 2025, 
and entered into eternal 
life, November 26th, 2025, 
reaching the age of four 
months and 22 days 
old.   He was the infant 
son of Johnny and Kyra 
(Parmley) Barnes.    

In addition to his 
parents, he is survived 
by his sisters, Addilyn, 
Raylen, and Layla 
Barnes; maternal 
grandparents, Ross 
and Heather Parmley; 
paternal grandmother, 
Sherry Cooper; paternal 
grandfather, James 
Barnes (Tina); great-great 
grandparents, Danny 
and Glenda Lawless, 
Andrew Parmley, and 
Linda Smith; numerous 
cousins, family and friends 
who mourn his passing. 

Pallbearers for the 
service will be Blake 
Parmley, Bubba Barnes, 
Dillion Brummett, and 
Trent Lawless.

He was a loving, 
precious child who will   

be missed by those who 
loved and knew him.

Funeral services 
were held Wednesday, 
December 3, 2025, at 1 
pm at the Hicks-Vaughn 
Funeral Home Chapel 
with Bro. Ross Parmley 
and Bro. Danny Lawless 
officiating.   Burial was in 
the Jayden Memorial 
Cemetery.  

Hicks-Vaughn Funeral 
Home of Monticello, 
Ky in charge of the 
arrangements.

unto you, that ye love 
one another; as I have 
loved you, that ye also 
love one another.” This 
cannot be interpreted 
as loving only those we 
personally know but 
all the world’s people. 
Because of this we go to 
“the uttermost” (Acts 1: 
8) to preach and teach.

John 13:34-35 “By 
this everyone will 
know that you are my 
disciples, if you love 
one another.”  Loving 
all people demonstrates 
to the world we are not 
only believers but also 
followers of the Lord 
Jesus. 

John 3:16 “For God 
so loved the world 
that he gave his only 
begotten Son, that 
whosoever believes in 
him shall not perish but 
have ever lasting life.” 
John clearly states in 
repeating the words 
of Jesus that “God so 
loved the world.”

With the approaching 
Christmas season, we 
are reminded by the 
sights and sounds of 
God’s love for us. The 
birth of the Christ child 
was the beginning of 
the redemption of 
man. Since the “fall of 
man” (Genesis 3), man 
has had the need to be 
redeemed and Jesus 
provided that.

We must always teach 
that eternal salvation 
is attained by a faith 
based belief (Ephesians 
2: 8) in Christ Jesus 
crucified (Matthew 27: 
35) for the remission 
of sin (1 John 1: 9), 
resurrected (Matthew 
28: 6) and ascended 
alive in to Heaven (Acts 
1: 9).

Van Yandell is a 
retired Industrial Arts 
teacher, an ordained 
gospel evangelist 
and commissioned 
missionary. His email 
is vmy3451@gmail.com

using him to set people free.
 The Gospel will work in all circumstances and 

at all times. It is the power of God unto salvation 
to everyone who will believe. Paul had clearly 
studied the life of Joseph, who was falsely accused 
and imprisoned. He knew that Joseph kept his 
heart focused on God’s purpose and fulfilled it 
with grace. Paul stayed focused on God’s will for 
his life and did not spend his time complaining. 
He’s the one who wrote, “Give thanks in all 
circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ 
Jesus for you.” 

He lived this verse in victory while imprisoned. 
Paul was a soul winner in prison, so what is our 
excuse? Paul and Silas rejoiced while imprisoned 
and while beaten, what is our excuse? 

Freedom and obedience are of the heart and not 
bound by the circumstances of life. 

Whom the Son sets free is free indeed.

rewarder of them that diligently seek Him.” Those 
who are diligent are those who are committed, 
persistent and plan on finishing what they have 
started.

I think it would be safe to say that those who are 
diligent are those who also have been desperate 
and truly seek after the will of God just as a hart, 
an adult male red deer longs after a water brook. 
The hart (deer) knows that if it does not get to 
the water his survival may hang in the balance. 
Likewise, if our “heart” does not become quenched 
by the Spirit of God we will continually seek after 
those “artificial” things that only bring temporary 
fulfillment.

Even Jesus said, “Blessed are they who do 
hunger and thirst after righteousness; for they 
SHALL be filled” (Matthew 5:6). This means we 
think it is vital for our survival and spiritual well 
being to be in a right standing with God.

We will purposely make choices that align with 
the Word and will of God.

This alignment doesn’t even mean that at that 
moment we will get out of the “dry place,” but it 
will start us on a journey that through faith we 
will become committed to quenching the thirst of 
a longing heart.

Ongoing Investigation Results in Federal Indictment
Last week, Wayne 

County Deputy Sheriff 
Nick Bertram served 
and arrested Frank-
lin Tobias Hamilton of 
Richmond on a federal 
indictment arrest war-
rant and Hamilton was 
to be transferred to a 
Federal Detention Cen-
ter in London. 

The investigation had 

been ongoing since Oc-
tober when Deputy Ber-
tram’s investigation led 
him to make an vehicle 
stop on East KY 90 on 
the vehicle of interest 
and Bertram gained 
consent to search the 
vehicle which result-
ed in 1.63 pounds of 
methamphetamine and 
$600.00 in cash being 

seized. 
The United States 

District Court for the 
Eastern District of 
Kentucky in London in-
dicted Franklin Tobias 
Hamilton on November 
21, 2025, on the charge 
of possession with the 
intent to distribute 
500 grams or more of 
a methamphetamine 

mixture and he was 
served and arrested on 
December 1st. 

The Wayne County 
Sheriff Office also re-
ported the arrest of the 
following: Lance Dobbs 
of Monticello for public 
intoxication-controlled 
substance (excludes 
alcohol), trafficking 
in a controlled sub-

stance-1st degree 
(greater than or equal 
to 2 grams of meth) – 
(enhanced) and a vi-
olation of a Kentucky 
Emergency/Domestic 
Violence Order. 

Tony L. Thurman of 
Burnside was arrested 
on two McCreary Coun-
ty District Court War-
rants of Arrest for fail-

ure to pay restitution on 
the underlying charges 
of 2 counts of theft by 
deception -including 
cold checks.  Dobbs was 
lodged in the Wayne 
County Detention Cen-
ter.  Thurman was re-
leased from custody af-
ter posting a Bond.

On December 3, 
2025, Deputies with the 
Wayne County Sheriff 
Office were dispatched 
by 911 to a residence 
located off of East KY 
92 in the Oil Valley 
Trailer Park. Upon ar-
rival Deputies located 
the female at a neigh-
bors residence that ap-
peared to be distressed 
and covered in blood. 
The female reported to 
the Deputies that her 
boyfriend came home 
intoxicated and start-

ed being aggressive to-
wards her while break-
ing items. 

The male reportedly 
retrieved a knife from 
inside the residence 
and started attempting 
to stab her. While try-
ing to defend herself 
from the attack, the 
male stabbed her in her 
hand. Deputies made 
contact with the male 
outside of the residence 
where the altercation 
took place and located 
a knife near him. 

Once inside a large 
amount of blood in a 
bedroom, a knife-like 
stabbing damage in 
a wall and  numerous 
items being broken 
were found. Wayne 
County EMS was also 
dispatched to the scene 
and after giving treat-
ment, transported the 
female to the Wayne 
County Hospital. 

Deputy Allen Cash 
charged and arrested 
Jeremy L. Kempton of 
Albany for assault-2nd 

degree -  domestic vi-
olence. Kempton was 
lodged in the Wayne 
County Detention Cen-
ter. Deputy Cash was 
assisted at the scene by 
Deputies Nick Bertram 
and Casy Lang. 

The Wayne County 
Sheriff Office also ar-
rested Carol S. Baird 
of London on a Wayne 
County Circuit Court 
Indictment Warrant for 
theft of identity of an-
other without consent. 
Baid was also arrest-

ed on a Wayne Coun-
ty District Court and a 
McCreary County Dis-
trict Court Warrants 
of Arrest for failure to 
appear and failure to 
pay restitution on the 
underlying charges of 
giving an officer false 
identifying informa-
tion, theft of identi-
ty of another without 
consent and 2 counts 
of theft by unlawful 
taking or disposition - 
shoplifting.   Baird was 
lodged in the Wayne 

County Detention Cen-
ter.

Ashley Turner of 
Monticello was arrest-
ed on a Wayne County 
District Court Warrant 
of Arrest  for failure to 
comply with a Rehab 
Order. Turner was also 
lodged in the Wayne 
County Detention Cen-
ter.

Secretary of State 
Michael Adams 
announced that voter 
registration continued 
to grow in November, 

despite no state 
elections in the off-
year.

“Despite the 
exhaustion many 

voters now feel with 
this era of politics, that 
has not stopped them 
from registering to vote 
in significant numbers, 

even in a year when 
we don’t vote,” Adams 
said.

In November, 3,748 
voters were removed: 
2,982 who were 
deceased, 385 felony 
convicts, 259 who 
moved out of state, 
65 adjudged mentally 
incompetent, 26 
who voluntarily de-
registered, 19 duplicate 
registrations, and 12 

non-citizens.
R e p u b l i c a n 

registration constitutes 
48 percent of the 
electorate, with 
1,595,408 voters. 
Republican registration 
grew by 2,412 voters, a 
.15 percent increase. 
Democratic registration 
accounts for 41 percent 
of the electorate, 
with 1,379,958 
voters. Democratic 

registration fell by 
1,914, a .14 percent 
decrease. There 
are 371,955 voters 
registered under other 
political affiliations 
(mostly independent), 
making up 11 percent of 
the electorate. “Other” 
registration rose by 
1,209, a .33 percent 
increase.

An Albany man was arrested after allegedly stabbing 
his girlfriend

Voter Registration Keeps Rising
More than 5,000 Kentuckians Register in November


