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Holbrook Law Office

Call Doug at 
606-568-9976

Helping people 
out of Jams
since 2007

Demolition Services
 Mow down Honeysuckles up to 10ft tall 

• Clean Fence rows • Grind Stumps • Concrete Removal 
• Straighten Creeks •Dig Waterlines • Track Hoe Work 

• Cut in roads and driveways • Cut in barn pads
Demolition of houses and barns and haul off

Dumpster Rentals

Mike Meres
606-272-1311

Mark Copher
606-336-4193

See ‘‘BURN’ PG.5

The number of places 
in Jackson to eat lunch just 
shrank by one, but only 
briefly.

The Jackson Wendy’s, 
located at 31 Highway 
15 South, closed on June 
9 and will remain closed 
while the store undergoes 
a remodel.  Officials with 
the store expect to “open 

Wendy’s closed for June remodel

The Jackson Wendy’s, located at 31 Highway 15 South, closed on June 9 and will 
remain closed while the store undergoes a remodel.

back up on June 30.”  
The restaurant, 

identified as Store 
#807, was identified as 
“temporarily closed” on 
the international restaurant 
chain’s official webpage.  

The popular eatery 
was limited to drive-thru 
only sales through June 
8, while a reworking of 

the interior started.  On 
Monday, the entire store 
closed for the crew’s and 
the public’s safety while 
the work continues.

“We are excited to 
have a new Wendy’s 
and hopefully some new 
employees to go along 
with the grand reopening,” 
General Manager Tina 

Campbell said.
With the updated 

and reimagined store, 
Wendy’s is asking for 
more employees.  A 
general call for applicants 
was issued across several 
job clubs and hiring sites 
online, asking prospective 

Civic leader 
injured 

in mower 
rollover

Kash Noble

Flames, smoke, and 
ash rose from the piles of 
wood and other vegetative 
debris stored at the county 
emergency dump site on 
Highway 15 on Monday, 
June 9.

This time, the fire was 
planned.

State highway 
officials placed “Smoke 
Ahead” signs on the north 
and south ends of the 
1800 block of Highway 15 
South to alert drivers.

County officials 
announced on the Breathitt 
County Fiscal Court’s 
Facebook page that drivers 
should be aware and on 
the lookout for possible 
smoky conditions, just 

Controlled burn clears flood debris

Officials burned piles of wood and brush stored at the FEMA 
dumpsite after the February 2025 flooding.

Kash Noble, a former 
Breathitt County civic 
leader, was seriously in-
jured on Wednesday, June 
4, in an accident near his 
home on Terry Fork of 
Turkey Creek.

Noble was hurt at 
about 7:36 p.m. after he 

Jackson’s weather 
was delivered courtesy of 
an Ohio forecast center 
after a communication 
issue caused the National 
Weather Service’s radar to 
shut down.

The National Weather 
Service (NWS) announced 
at approximately 8:00 a.m. 
on Monday, June 9, that its 
radar was “currently down 
due to a communications 
failure.”  The NWS 
spokesperson said the 
National Weather Service 
Office in Wilmington, 
Ohio, was “backing up the 
office” at Jackson.

Repair crews worked 
to assess the issue, but no 
timeline for restoration 
was announced.

The official 
announcement indicated 
that the issue was not a 
problem with the radar 
itself, but an issue with 
the “availability of radar 
data.”  The Weather 
Service insisted that the 
radar was “working fine,” 
but could not estimate 
when the data would again 
be accessible.

For many in the 
thirty-three counties in 
eastern Kentucky served 
by the office, the outage 
came at a bad time.  
Forecasters had predicted 
the possibility of a slight 
risk of severe weather 
associated with a storm 

Communication 
issue shuts down 
Jackson radar

Bobby Riley: Count 
I: theft by unlawful taking, 
disposition of all others 
$1,000<$10,000, when he 
knowingly and unlawfully 
stole a pull behind trailer 
from Jerry Renolds, item 
valued at $1,200 without 
permission.

Bail: criminal 
summons, arraignment 
date June 20, 2025 at 10 
a.m.

 State Auditor 
Allison Ball released 
the audit of the 2023 
financial statement of 
Breathitt County Clerk 
Becky Curtis. State law 
requires the auditor to 
conduct annual audits of 
county clerks and sheriffs. 
Auditing standards require 
the auditor’s letter to 
communicate whether 
the financial statement 
presents fairly the 
receipts, disbursements, 
and excess fees of the 
Breathitt County Clerk 
in accordance with 
accounting principles 
generally accepted in the 
United States of America. 
The clerk’s financial 
statement did not follow 
this format. However, the 
clerk’s financial statement 
is fairly presented in 

Breathitt 
County Clerk’s 
Fee Account 

Audit released

See ‘‘NOBLE’ PG.5

See ‘‘AUDIT’ PG.5

See ‘‘WENDY’S’ PG.5

See ‘‘INDICTMENTS’ PG.2

See ‘‘SHUT DOWN’ PG.5

Grand Jury 
returns 

indictments
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Coronavirus Vaccine?

New Times-Voice 
General Manager

Leading scientists believe we are inching closer to the answer!

See ‘Vaccine’ PG. 5

By Fletcher Long, 
Editor

Breathitt County Museum 
Gets Donation

(606)-824-5001
Shopkudzu.com1589 Hwy 15 South Jackson, KY  41339

Kudzu Boutique

Since 1887 

N

Janie Griffith holds the donated check   
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     Any of us who have 
children have taken them 
on a long trip to some-
where. We have all been 
met with the invariable 
whine from the back seat 
along the lines of, “Are 
we there yet?”

     Well yesterday, in a 
news story first published 
by the British Broadcast-
ing Company (BBC) and 
written by the BBC’s 
Health and Science Cor-
respondent, James Gal-
lagher, the entire world 
learned we may not be 
there yet, but we are 
getting ever closer. In 

the very near future we 
may have a vaccine for 
the pandemic which has 
swept the globe and is 
swallowing America 
whole.
     The vaccine is called 
ChADOx1nCoV-19 . 
Just kind of rolls off the 
tongue, huh? 
     It is made from a genet-

ically engineered virus 
that causes the common 
cold in chimpanzees. It 
has been heavily modi-
fied so it cannot cause 
infections in people and 
also to look more like 
coronavirus. 
     Professor Andrew 

Breathitt to receive thousands 
in Government Aid

Money will reimburse the county for pandemic signage and PPE’s

By Fletcher Long, 
Editor

     Governor Beshear 
announced 22 east-
ern Kentucky govern-
ments have been granted 
$5,523,949.00 in reim-
bursements for corona-
virus aid. The payment 
is being made pursu-
ant to the tenants of the 
Coronavirus Aid, Relief, 
and Economic Security 
(CARES) Act. 

     CARES was enacted to 
assist local governments 
with expenses related to 
COVID-19. In addition 
to the 22 eastern Ken-
tucky entities already 
approved for funding, 
another 18 eastern Ken-
tucky governments have 
received preliminary ap-
proval. “Preliminary ap-
proval” means they will 
receive the reimburse-
ments once final docu-
mentation is submitted 

to the Department of Lo-
cal Government (DLG).
     While Breathitt Coun-
ty hasn’t made the initial 
cut of 22, they have been 
preliminarily approved 
for reimbursement. 
Upon the submission 
of final documentation, 
$7,147.00 of reimburse-
ment is earmarked for 
Breathitt County. The 
reimbursement funds 
will be remitted to us 
for money spent on so-

cial distancing signage 
and personal protective 
equipment (PPE). 
      “Our local govern-
ments have been life 
lines in our communities 
during the COVID-19 
pandemic, which is why 
this funding is so im-
portant,” said Governor 
Beshear. “We are grate-
ful for their hard work 
and dedication to keep-

Breathitt County Museum Gets Donation!

The museum was very pleased recently to receive a generous 
donation of two-hundred dollars from the Breathitt High School 
Class of 1955. The check was presented to museum director Ms. 
Janie Griffith by Mrs. Barbara Deaton of Shacks Branch Road in 
Jackson. Barbara has been a dedicated volunteer to the museum 
for many years. One of her most outstanding contributions has 
been the “Yesteryear Project” where she gathered, scanned and 

compiled every page of every yearbook ever published from 
Breathitt High School. These DVD’s are now available for pur-

chase from the museum.  
Many THANKS go out to the BHS Class of 1955 for their 

generous donation.

    The Breathitt County Museum was very pleased 
recently to receive a generous donation of two-hun-
dred dollars from the Breathitt High School Class of 
1955.  
     The check was presented to the museum director 
Ms. Janie Griffith by Mrs. Barbara Deaton of Shacks 
Branch Road in Jackson.
     Barbara has been a dedicated volunteer to the 
museum for many years.  One of her most outstand-
ing contributions has been the “Yesteryear Project”, 
where she gathered, scanned and complied every 
page of yearbook ever published from Breathitt 
High School.  
    These DVD’s are now avalible for purchase from 
the museum.  
    Many thanks go out to the BHS Class of 1955 for 
its generous donation.   See ‘Money’ PG. 5

AG, Daniel Cameron, Denied

By Fletcher Long, 
Editor

Kentucky Supreme Court Shuts Down Attorney 
General’s Attempt to Thwart Governor

     In a story first ap-
pearing in the Louisville 
Courier-Journal and 
written by Billy Robin, 
Joe Sonka, and Mor-
gan Watkins, it appears 
the Supreme Court has 
declined to keep the in-
junctive relief in place 
blocking Governor Bes-
hear's past and future 
COVID-19 emergency 

orders. Kentucky’s court 
of last resort indicated it 
will decide in the future 
whether the executive 
orders are or aren’t legal.
     According to the Cou-
rier-Journal piece, above 
referenced, a Boone 
County Circuit Court 
Judge, Glenn Acree 
ruled that his court 
would side with Ken-
tucky’s Attorney Gen-

See ‘AG’ PG. 5

Covid-19, is locking 
down the right strategy?
There are other options for how to handle this.

By Fletcher Long, 
Editor

     I began researching 
for the article for two 
reasons. One is the fact 
we still don’t have na-
tional pandemic strategy 
that I can tell other than 
wish, mighty hard, the 

virus would disappear. 
That strategy is working 
about like one would ex-
pect. It isn’t.
     The second factor was 
actually something I saw 
on Facebook. This guy 
claimed to know some-
thing of viruses and that 
no virus just “disap-
pears.” According to this 
guy the better strategy is 
face the virus, head-on, 
enabling our immune 
systems to build anti-

See ‘Covid-19’ PG. 5

     The Times-Voice is 
pleased to announce that 
Derek W. Fugate has 
been named its general 
manager effectively July 
13, 2020.  Fugate re-
places his father, James 
David Fugate, who held 

the position since the 
Jackson Times merged 
with the Breathitt Coun-
ty Voice 11 years ago. 
     Derek, age 44, is no 
stranger to the Times-
Voice, having been 
employed at Jackson 
and Breathitt County’s 
132-year-old newspaper 
for the past 10 years; 
most recently, serving as 
its advertising and cir-
culation manager.  A lo-
cal product of Breathitt 

See ‘Manager’ PG. 5Published in Jackson, Breathitt County, KY, with local people, local ownership, recording our community’s public record 

Covid-19 testing was held at Primary Care Centers in Hazard, KY 
last Monday and Tuesday     

(606)-824-5115
100 US Hwy 15 S Suite 136, Jackson KY  41339
Breathitt County’s first provider of physical, occupational and speech therapy services

See ‘ATV’ PG.5

Local survivors 
donate plasma

Hamblin and Frazier
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He is risen; 
He is risen indeed! 

We will be masked by May 11
 Governor’s address talks about our numbers and phases of reopening/update on UI benefits

By Fletcher Long, Editor

See ‘Keesha” PG.5

Formerly known as Jackson Wholesale

By Fletcher Long, 
Editor

See ‘’Masked” PG.5

Jiffy Mart
Business hours; 
Mon-Sat: 6 a.m. - 10 p.m.  
Sunday:  7 a.m. - 10 p.m.

(606)-666-5986

800 KY-15, Jackson, KY 41339

We have a meat department, deli, 
ice cream, groceries and an ice 

cold beer cave!  

     Growing up, like many 
of you, I used to watch the 
television show, The Lone 
Ranger.  The television 
show was an American 
western drama that aired 
on ABC from 1949-1957, 
but I watched it as an after-
noon daily, which was still 
running in syndication.  It 
starred Clayton Moore as 
The Lone Ranger and Jay 
Silverheels as his Native 
American companion, Ton-
to.
     There was always a poi-
gnant scene at the end of 

every episode, as The Lone 
Ranger and Tonto were rid-
ing away after having saved 
the day.  Then some person 
would ask, who was that 
masked man?  According to 
our governor, from May 11, 
2020 forward, until further 
notice, the answer will be 
we. 
    In last evening's address 
to the citizens of Kentucky, 
Governor Beshear an-
nounced everybody going 
about in public will have to 
start wearing a mask.  The 
governor called it another 
sacrifice to keep others safe, 
which will be required of all 
of us.

     The governor said citizens 
won’t need surgical masks, a 
cloth mask will do, but that 
we needed to do this until 
we get a vaccine. He said it 
would be our new normal.
     People who don’t wear 
masks, beginning May 11, 
will not be cited, but they 
will be asked to put on 
masks. Businesses not going 
masked will be temporary 
closed.
   We are reminded that 
while phase one of reopen-
ing began Monday, April 
27th, the disease hasn’t gone 
anywhere. Phase-two of re-
opening the commonwealth 
will begin May 6. It will al-

Breathitt County’s Keesha 
Watts shows us all the way!

Kesha Watts inspires a Commonwealth with Her 26-mile Run!

     A Lexington, Kentucky woman, with extensive Brea-
thitt County connections just finished a marathon the pres-
ent Covid-19 crisis prevented from ever commencing.  As 
first reported by WKYT’s Krista Frost, Keesha Watts had 
her family and friends rally behind her as she went ahead 
and finished what started for her way back in January of this 
year.
     “I was like, I’m still doing it rain or shine. I’ll run the 
streets in Lexington,” Watts told WKYT. Her good friend, 
Kristina Tuttle decided Watts wouldn’t be doing it alone.
     Tuttle, in an effort to make the experience a special one, 
gathered supporters and other friends who agreed to take 
turns running with Watts. Some ran for as many as three-
miles, some a few hundred feet, but Watts covered the 26.2 
miles almost completely with someone running with her. 
     In the midst of considerable physical exertion, Watts 
could be heard yelling out, “Six-Feet” to her companions. 
She wanted to insure the runners and she stayed safe and 
continued to follow the Governor’s spacial mandates.

     Over a month ago our entire world changed and The 
Times-Voice changed with it.
Your newspaper took extraordinary steps to bring you local, 
impactful news involving the coronavirus pandemic in your 
community.
     We have worked tirelessly to bring you essential news and 
information on the outbreak in Jackson and Breathitt.  With 
a stay-at-home order issued, we made the decision to drop 
our website paywall to help bring you the information you 
needed in the comfort and safety of your home.
     The Times-Voice has seen record amounts of digital read-
ership for nearly the last month and a half.  We were there 
for you, bringing you this vital information while we battled 
an economic impact like we’ve never seen before.
    Now, we’re asking you, our readers, to be there for us.
     Many of our key local advertisers are closed and therefore 
have pulled back their advertising.  Besides advertising, our 
other key source of revenue comes in the form of subscrip-
tions, both digital and print.  For a month and a half, we 
dropped our paywall on all stories in effort to bring our com-
munity the vital public health information free so it could 
reach as wide an audience as possible.  
     Beginning Friday, May 1st, the paywall will go back up 
on our website for nearly all of our coverage.  But, for now, 
stories that address critical health and safety information 
will remain free.
     If you already subscribe to The Times-Voice this won’t 
affect you and we thank you for your support in bringing our 
community the local news it needs.
     To help us to continue to bring you vital, local information 
that affects you and your family, we are offering a subscrip-
tion special for the next 30 days.   You can now receive The 
Times-Voice in both print and digital for $31.99 TA; $19.95 
digital only, if you live in the county.
     This is an extraordinary time and local journalism is more 
important now than ever before.  The Jackson Times-Voice 
is here to serve our community and we’d ask that you con-
sider supporting our continued work—now more than ever.

We’re asking you 
to be there for us

     When we interviewed Courtney Frazier for a piece we 
published about two citizens of the county contracting Co-
vid-19, she didn’t want us to use her name. She expressed 
to me the fear there would be blow-back from citizens who 
might hold her responsible for bringing the virus back home 
here to Breathitt County. 
     Now, we may end up erecting statues in honor of both 
Frazier and her father, Mark Hamblin. You see, these two 
have fully recovered, and now they are graciously donating 
plasma to the Kentucky Blood Center. Doctors indicate this 
plasma could contain antibodies, which could end up saving 
all of us.
     In a story which first broke on WKYT, Frazier said, 
“We’re so thankful that everything turned out okay.” It has 
been a month since her father, Hamblin and she both tested 
positive for Covid-19. Mr. Hamblin added, “We knew we 
were sick, but it was nothing life-threatening for us.”
     We published a piece a while back, here in the Times-Voice 
when Courtney first learned she had Covid-19 and had in-
fected her father. In that story, while she was not named, we 
reported the belief Courtney had first come in contact with 
the Coronavirus while in New York. This would have been 
right before the virus virtually consumed one of the 

See ‘Frazier” PG.5
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low outpatient/ambulatory 
surgery and invasive proce-
dures to resume. Phase-three 
will begin May 13 and will 
involve non-emergent/non-
urgent in-patient procedures 

which will resume at 50% of 
the pre-COVID shutdown 
volume. 
     There was good news 
as the spiked volume of 
detected infections over 

the weekend abated some-
what as reported Monday 
night. Monday’s totals 
showed 4,146-cases and 

Making  a difference, one week at a time

Making a difference, 
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We’re going on a Bear Hunt!
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Vaccinated!

Fresh
County Style

Ribs
$1.79 lb

Seedless
Watermelon
$3.79 each!

Grand
Re-Opening!

PEPSI 
24-Pack

cans 
$5.99 each! 

Fresh Boston
Pork Butt 

Roast
$1.49 lb

Fresh
Boneless

Beef Ribeye
Steaks

$5.99 lb
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Coronavirus Vaccine?

New Times-Voice 
General Manager

Leading scientists believe we are inching closer to the answer!

See ‘Vaccine’ PG. 5

By Fletcher Long, 
Editor

Breathitt County Museum 
Gets Donation

(606)-824-5001
Shopkudzu.com1589 Hwy 15 South Jackson, KY  41339

Kudzu Boutique

Since 1887 

N

Janie Griffith holds the donated check   
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     Any of us who have 
children have taken them 
on a long trip to some-
where. We have all been 
met with the invariable 
whine from the back seat 
along the lines of, “Are 
we there yet?”

     Well yesterday, in a 
news story first published 
by the British Broadcast-
ing Company (BBC) and 
written by the BBC’s 
Health and Science Cor-
respondent, James Gal-
lagher, the entire world 
learned we may not be 
there yet, but we are 
getting ever closer. In 

the very near future we 
may have a vaccine for 
the pandemic which has 
swept the globe and is 
swallowing America 
whole.
     The vaccine is called 
ChADOx1nCoV-19 . 
Just kind of rolls off the 
tongue, huh? 
     It is made from a genet-

ically engineered virus 
that causes the common 
cold in chimpanzees. It 
has been heavily modi-
fied so it cannot cause 
infections in people and 
also to look more like 
coronavirus. 
     Professor Andrew 

Breathitt to receive thousands 
in Government Aid

Money will reimburse the county for pandemic signage and PPE’s

By Fletcher Long, 
Editor

     Governor Beshear 
announced 22 east-
ern Kentucky govern-
ments have been granted 
$5,523,949.00 in reim-
bursements for corona-
virus aid. The payment 
is being made pursu-
ant to the tenants of the 
Coronavirus Aid, Relief, 
and Economic Security 
(CARES) Act. 

     CARES was enacted to 
assist local governments 
with expenses related to 
COVID-19. In addition 
to the 22 eastern Ken-
tucky entities already 
approved for funding, 
another 18 eastern Ken-
tucky governments have 
received preliminary ap-
proval. “Preliminary ap-
proval” means they will 
receive the reimburse-
ments once final docu-
mentation is submitted 

to the Department of Lo-
cal Government (DLG).
     While Breathitt Coun-
ty hasn’t made the initial 
cut of 22, they have been 
preliminarily approved 
for reimbursement. 
Upon the submission 
of final documentation, 
$7,147.00 of reimburse-
ment is earmarked for 
Breathitt County. The 
reimbursement funds 
will be remitted to us 
for money spent on so-

cial distancing signage 
and personal protective 
equipment (PPE). 
      “Our local govern-
ments have been life 
lines in our communities 
during the COVID-19 
pandemic, which is why 
this funding is so im-
portant,” said Governor 
Beshear. “We are grate-
ful for their hard work 
and dedication to keep-

Breathitt County Museum Gets Donation!

The museum was very pleased recently to receive a generous 
donation of two-hundred dollars from the Breathitt High School 
Class of 1955. The check was presented to museum director Ms. 
Janie Griffith by Mrs. Barbara Deaton of Shacks Branch Road in 
Jackson. Barbara has been a dedicated volunteer to the museum 
for many years. One of her most outstanding contributions has 
been the “Yesteryear Project” where she gathered, scanned and 

compiled every page of every yearbook ever published from 
Breathitt High School. These DVD’s are now available for pur-

chase from the museum.  
Many THANKS go out to the BHS Class of 1955 for their 

generous donation.

    The Breathitt County Museum was very pleased 
recently to receive a generous donation of two-hun-
dred dollars from the Breathitt High School Class of 
1955.  
     The check was presented to the museum director 
Ms. Janie Griffith by Mrs. Barbara Deaton of Shacks 
Branch Road in Jackson.
     Barbara has been a dedicated volunteer to the 
museum for many years.  One of her most outstand-
ing contributions has been the “Yesteryear Project”, 
where she gathered, scanned and complied every 
page of yearbook ever published from Breathitt 
High School.  
    These DVD’s are now avalible for purchase from 
the museum.  
    Many thanks go out to the BHS Class of 1955 for 
its generous donation.   See ‘Money’ PG. 5

AG, Daniel Cameron, Denied

By Fletcher Long, 
Editor

Kentucky Supreme Court Shuts Down Attorney 
General’s Attempt to Thwart Governor

     In a story first ap-
pearing in the Louisville 
Courier-Journal and 
written by Billy Robin, 
Joe Sonka, and Mor-
gan Watkins, it appears 
the Supreme Court has 
declined to keep the in-
junctive relief in place 
blocking Governor Bes-
hear's past and future 
COVID-19 emergency 

orders. Kentucky’s court 
of last resort indicated it 
will decide in the future 
whether the executive 
orders are or aren’t legal.
     According to the Cou-
rier-Journal piece, above 
referenced, a Boone 
County Circuit Court 
Judge, Glenn Acree 
ruled that his court 
would side with Ken-
tucky’s Attorney Gen-

See ‘AG’ PG. 5

Covid-19, is locking 
down the right strategy?
There are other options for how to handle this.

By Fletcher Long, 
Editor

     I began researching 
for the article for two 
reasons. One is the fact 
we still don’t have na-
tional pandemic strategy 
that I can tell other than 
wish, mighty hard, the 

virus would disappear. 
That strategy is working 
about like one would ex-
pect. It isn’t.
     The second factor was 
actually something I saw 
on Facebook. This guy 
claimed to know some-
thing of viruses and that 
no virus just “disap-
pears.” According to this 
guy the better strategy is 
face the virus, head-on, 
enabling our immune 
systems to build anti-

See ‘Covid-19’ PG. 5

     The Times-Voice is 
pleased to announce that 
Derek W. Fugate has 
been named its general 
manager effectively July 
13, 2020.  Fugate re-
places his father, James 
David Fugate, who held 

the position since the 
Jackson Times merged 
with the Breathitt Coun-
ty Voice 11 years ago. 
     Derek, age 44, is no 
stranger to the Times-
Voice, having been 
employed at Jackson 
and Breathitt County’s 
132-year-old newspaper 
for the past 10 years; 
most recently, serving as 
its advertising and cir-
culation manager.  A lo-
cal product of Breathitt 

See ‘Manager’ PG. 5Published in Jackson, Breathitt County, KY, with local people, local ownership, recording our community’s public record 

Covid-19 testing was held at Primary Care Centers in Hazard, KY 
last Monday and Tuesday     

(606)-824-5115
100 US Hwy 15 S Suite 136, Jackson KY  41339
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See ‘ATV’ PG.5

Local survivors 
donate plasma
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He is risen; 
He is risen indeed! 

We will be masked by May 11
 Governor’s address talks about our numbers and phases of reopening/update on UI benefits

By Fletcher Long, Editor

See ‘Keesha” PG.5

Formerly known as Jackson Wholesale

By Fletcher Long, 
Editor

See ‘’Masked” PG.5

Jiffy Mart
Business hours; 
Mon-Sat: 6 a.m. - 10 p.m.  
Sunday:  7 a.m. - 10 p.m.

(606)-666-5986

800 KY-15, Jackson, KY 41339

We have a meat department, deli, 
ice cream, groceries and an ice 

cold beer cave!  

     Growing up, like many 
of you, I used to watch the 
television show, The Lone 
Ranger.  The television 
show was an American 
western drama that aired 
on ABC from 1949-1957, 
but I watched it as an after-
noon daily, which was still 
running in syndication.  It 
starred Clayton Moore as 
The Lone Ranger and Jay 
Silverheels as his Native 
American companion, Ton-
to.
     There was always a poi-
gnant scene at the end of 

every episode, as The Lone 
Ranger and Tonto were rid-
ing away after having saved 
the day.  Then some person 
would ask, who was that 
masked man?  According to 
our governor, from May 11, 
2020 forward, until further 
notice, the answer will be 
we. 
    In last evening's address 
to the citizens of Kentucky, 
Governor Beshear an-
nounced everybody going 
about in public will have to 
start wearing a mask.  The 
governor called it another 
sacrifice to keep others safe, 
which will be required of all 
of us.

     The governor said citizens 
won’t need surgical masks, a 
cloth mask will do, but that 
we needed to do this until 
we get a vaccine. He said it 
would be our new normal.
     People who don’t wear 
masks, beginning May 11, 
will not be cited, but they 
will be asked to put on 
masks. Businesses not going 
masked will be temporary 
closed.
   We are reminded that 
while phase one of reopen-
ing began Monday, April 
27th, the disease hasn’t gone 
anywhere. Phase-two of re-
opening the commonwealth 
will begin May 6. It will al-

Breathitt County’s Keesha 
Watts shows us all the way!

Kesha Watts inspires a Commonwealth with Her 26-mile Run!

     A Lexington, Kentucky woman, with extensive Brea-
thitt County connections just finished a marathon the pres-
ent Covid-19 crisis prevented from ever commencing.  As 
first reported by WKYT’s Krista Frost, Keesha Watts had 
her family and friends rally behind her as she went ahead 
and finished what started for her way back in January of this 
year.
     “I was like, I’m still doing it rain or shine. I’ll run the 
streets in Lexington,” Watts told WKYT. Her good friend, 
Kristina Tuttle decided Watts wouldn’t be doing it alone.
     Tuttle, in an effort to make the experience a special one, 
gathered supporters and other friends who agreed to take 
turns running with Watts. Some ran for as many as three-
miles, some a few hundred feet, but Watts covered the 26.2 
miles almost completely with someone running with her. 
     In the midst of considerable physical exertion, Watts 
could be heard yelling out, “Six-Feet” to her companions. 
She wanted to insure the runners and she stayed safe and 
continued to follow the Governor’s spacial mandates.

     Over a month ago our entire world changed and The 
Times-Voice changed with it.
Your newspaper took extraordinary steps to bring you local, 
impactful news involving the coronavirus pandemic in your 
community.
     We have worked tirelessly to bring you essential news and 
information on the outbreak in Jackson and Breathitt.  With 
a stay-at-home order issued, we made the decision to drop 
our website paywall to help bring you the information you 
needed in the comfort and safety of your home.
     The Times-Voice has seen record amounts of digital read-
ership for nearly the last month and a half.  We were there 
for you, bringing you this vital information while we battled 
an economic impact like we’ve never seen before.
    Now, we’re asking you, our readers, to be there for us.
     Many of our key local advertisers are closed and therefore 
have pulled back their advertising.  Besides advertising, our 
other key source of revenue comes in the form of subscrip-
tions, both digital and print.  For a month and a half, we 
dropped our paywall on all stories in effort to bring our com-
munity the vital public health information free so it could 
reach as wide an audience as possible.  
     Beginning Friday, May 1st, the paywall will go back up 
on our website for nearly all of our coverage.  But, for now, 
stories that address critical health and safety information 
will remain free.
     If you already subscribe to The Times-Voice this won’t 
affect you and we thank you for your support in bringing our 
community the local news it needs.
     To help us to continue to bring you vital, local information 
that affects you and your family, we are offering a subscrip-
tion special for the next 30 days.   You can now receive The 
Times-Voice in both print and digital for $31.99 TA; $19.95 
digital only, if you live in the county.
     This is an extraordinary time and local journalism is more 
important now than ever before.  The Jackson Times-Voice 
is here to serve our community and we’d ask that you con-
sider supporting our continued work—now more than ever.

We’re asking you 
to be there for us

     When we interviewed Courtney Frazier for a piece we 
published about two citizens of the county contracting Co-
vid-19, she didn’t want us to use her name. She expressed 
to me the fear there would be blow-back from citizens who 
might hold her responsible for bringing the virus back home 
here to Breathitt County. 
     Now, we may end up erecting statues in honor of both 
Frazier and her father, Mark Hamblin. You see, these two 
have fully recovered, and now they are graciously donating 
plasma to the Kentucky Blood Center. Doctors indicate this 
plasma could contain antibodies, which could end up saving 
all of us.
     In a story which first broke on WKYT, Frazier said, 
“We’re so thankful that everything turned out okay.” It has 
been a month since her father, Hamblin and she both tested 
positive for Covid-19. Mr. Hamblin added, “We knew we 
were sick, but it was nothing life-threatening for us.”
     We published a piece a while back, here in the Times-Voice 
when Courtney first learned she had Covid-19 and had in-
fected her father. In that story, while she was not named, we 
reported the belief Courtney had first come in contact with 
the Coronavirus while in New York. This would have been 
right before the virus virtually consumed one of the 

See ‘Frazier” PG.5
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low outpatient/ambulatory 
surgery and invasive proce-
dures to resume. Phase-three 
will begin May 13 and will 
involve non-emergent/non-
urgent in-patient procedures 

which will resume at 50% of 
the pre-COVID shutdown 
volume. 
     There was good news 
as the spiked volume of 
detected infections over 

the weekend abated some-
what as reported Monday 
night. Monday’s totals 
showed 4,146-cases and 
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Coronavirus Vaccine?

New Times-Voice 
General Manager

Leading scientists believe we are inching closer to the answer!

See ‘Vaccine’ PG. 5

By Fletcher Long, 
Editor

Breathitt County Museum 
Gets Donation

(606)-824-5001
Shopkudzu.com1589 Hwy 15 South Jackson, KY  41339
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N

Janie Griffith holds the donated check   
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     Any of us who have 
children have taken them 
on a long trip to some-
where. We have all been 
met with the invariable 
whine from the back seat 
along the lines of, “Are 
we there yet?”

     Well yesterday, in a 
news story first published 
by the British Broadcast-
ing Company (BBC) and 
written by the BBC’s 
Health and Science Cor-
respondent, James Gal-
lagher, the entire world 
learned we may not be 
there yet, but we are 
getting ever closer. In 

the very near future we 
may have a vaccine for 
the pandemic which has 
swept the globe and is 
swallowing America 
whole.
     The vaccine is called 
ChADOx1nCoV-19 . 
Just kind of rolls off the 
tongue, huh? 
     It is made from a genet-

ically engineered virus 
that causes the common 
cold in chimpanzees. It 
has been heavily modi-
fied so it cannot cause 
infections in people and 
also to look more like 
coronavirus. 
     Professor Andrew 

Breathitt to receive thousands 
in Government Aid

Money will reimburse the county for pandemic signage and PPE’s

By Fletcher Long, 
Editor

     Governor Beshear 
announced 22 east-
ern Kentucky govern-
ments have been granted 
$5,523,949.00 in reim-
bursements for corona-
virus aid. The payment 
is being made pursu-
ant to the tenants of the 
Coronavirus Aid, Relief, 
and Economic Security 
(CARES) Act. 

     CARES was enacted to 
assist local governments 
with expenses related to 
COVID-19. In addition 
to the 22 eastern Ken-
tucky entities already 
approved for funding, 
another 18 eastern Ken-
tucky governments have 
received preliminary ap-
proval. “Preliminary ap-
proval” means they will 
receive the reimburse-
ments once final docu-
mentation is submitted 

to the Department of Lo-
cal Government (DLG).
     While Breathitt Coun-
ty hasn’t made the initial 
cut of 22, they have been 
preliminarily approved 
for reimbursement. 
Upon the submission 
of final documentation, 
$7,147.00 of reimburse-
ment is earmarked for 
Breathitt County. The 
reimbursement funds 
will be remitted to us 
for money spent on so-

cial distancing signage 
and personal protective 
equipment (PPE). 
      “Our local govern-
ments have been life 
lines in our communities 
during the COVID-19 
pandemic, which is why 
this funding is so im-
portant,” said Governor 
Beshear. “We are grate-
ful for their hard work 
and dedication to keep-

Breathitt County Museum Gets Donation!

The museum was very pleased recently to receive a generous 
donation of two-hundred dollars from the Breathitt High School 
Class of 1955. The check was presented to museum director Ms. 
Janie Griffith by Mrs. Barbara Deaton of Shacks Branch Road in 
Jackson. Barbara has been a dedicated volunteer to the museum 
for many years. One of her most outstanding contributions has 
been the “Yesteryear Project” where she gathered, scanned and 

compiled every page of every yearbook ever published from 
Breathitt High School. These DVD’s are now available for pur-

chase from the museum.  
Many THANKS go out to the BHS Class of 1955 for their 

generous donation.

    The Breathitt County Museum was very pleased 
recently to receive a generous donation of two-hun-
dred dollars from the Breathitt High School Class of 
1955.  
     The check was presented to the museum director 
Ms. Janie Griffith by Mrs. Barbara Deaton of Shacks 
Branch Road in Jackson.
     Barbara has been a dedicated volunteer to the 
museum for many years.  One of her most outstand-
ing contributions has been the “Yesteryear Project”, 
where she gathered, scanned and complied every 
page of yearbook ever published from Breathitt 
High School.  
    These DVD’s are now avalible for purchase from 
the museum.  
    Many thanks go out to the BHS Class of 1955 for 
its generous donation.   See ‘Money’ PG. 5

AG, Daniel Cameron, Denied

By Fletcher Long, 
Editor

Kentucky Supreme Court Shuts Down Attorney 
General’s Attempt to Thwart Governor

     In a story first ap-
pearing in the Louisville 
Courier-Journal and 
written by Billy Robin, 
Joe Sonka, and Mor-
gan Watkins, it appears 
the Supreme Court has 
declined to keep the in-
junctive relief in place 
blocking Governor Bes-
hear's past and future 
COVID-19 emergency 

orders. Kentucky’s court 
of last resort indicated it 
will decide in the future 
whether the executive 
orders are or aren’t legal.
     According to the Cou-
rier-Journal piece, above 
referenced, a Boone 
County Circuit Court 
Judge, Glenn Acree 
ruled that his court 
would side with Ken-
tucky’s Attorney Gen-

See ‘AG’ PG. 5

Covid-19, is locking 
down the right strategy?
There are other options for how to handle this.

By Fletcher Long, 
Editor

     I began researching 
for the article for two 
reasons. One is the fact 
we still don’t have na-
tional pandemic strategy 
that I can tell other than 
wish, mighty hard, the 

virus would disappear. 
That strategy is working 
about like one would ex-
pect. It isn’t.
     The second factor was 
actually something I saw 
on Facebook. This guy 
claimed to know some-
thing of viruses and that 
no virus just “disap-
pears.” According to this 
guy the better strategy is 
face the virus, head-on, 
enabling our immune 
systems to build anti-

See ‘Covid-19’ PG. 5

     The Times-Voice is 
pleased to announce that 
Derek W. Fugate has 
been named its general 
manager effectively July 
13, 2020.  Fugate re-
places his father, James 
David Fugate, who held 

the position since the 
Jackson Times merged 
with the Breathitt Coun-
ty Voice 11 years ago. 
     Derek, age 44, is no 
stranger to the Times-
Voice, having been 
employed at Jackson 
and Breathitt County’s 
132-year-old newspaper 
for the past 10 years; 
most recently, serving as 
its advertising and cir-
culation manager.  A lo-
cal product of Breathitt 
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Covid-19 testing was held at Primary Care Centers in Hazard, KY 
last Monday and Tuesday     

(606)-824-5115
100 US Hwy 15 S Suite 136, Jackson KY  41339
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Local survivors 
donate plasma

Hamblin and Frazier
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He is risen; 
He is risen indeed! 

We will be masked by May 11
 Governor’s address talks about our numbers and phases of reopening/update on UI benefits

By Fletcher Long, Editor

See ‘Keesha” PG.5

Formerly known as Jackson Wholesale

By Fletcher Long, 
Editor

See ‘’Masked” PG.5

Jiffy Mart
Business hours; 
Mon-Sat: 6 a.m. - 10 p.m.  
Sunday:  7 a.m. - 10 p.m.

(606)-666-5986

800 KY-15, Jackson, KY 41339

We have a meat department, deli, 
ice cream, groceries and an ice 

cold beer cave!  

     Growing up, like many 
of you, I used to watch the 
television show, The Lone 
Ranger.  The television 
show was an American 
western drama that aired 
on ABC from 1949-1957, 
but I watched it as an after-
noon daily, which was still 
running in syndication.  It 
starred Clayton Moore as 
The Lone Ranger and Jay 
Silverheels as his Native 
American companion, Ton-
to.
     There was always a poi-
gnant scene at the end of 

every episode, as The Lone 
Ranger and Tonto were rid-
ing away after having saved 
the day.  Then some person 
would ask, who was that 
masked man?  According to 
our governor, from May 11, 
2020 forward, until further 
notice, the answer will be 
we. 
    In last evening's address 
to the citizens of Kentucky, 
Governor Beshear an-
nounced everybody going 
about in public will have to 
start wearing a mask.  The 
governor called it another 
sacrifice to keep others safe, 
which will be required of all 
of us.

     The governor said citizens 
won’t need surgical masks, a 
cloth mask will do, but that 
we needed to do this until 
we get a vaccine. He said it 
would be our new normal.
     People who don’t wear 
masks, beginning May 11, 
will not be cited, but they 
will be asked to put on 
masks. Businesses not going 
masked will be temporary 
closed.
   We are reminded that 
while phase one of reopen-
ing began Monday, April 
27th, the disease hasn’t gone 
anywhere. Phase-two of re-
opening the commonwealth 
will begin May 6. It will al-

Breathitt County’s Keesha 
Watts shows us all the way!

Kesha Watts inspires a Commonwealth with Her 26-mile Run!

     A Lexington, Kentucky woman, with extensive Brea-
thitt County connections just finished a marathon the pres-
ent Covid-19 crisis prevented from ever commencing.  As 
first reported by WKYT’s Krista Frost, Keesha Watts had 
her family and friends rally behind her as she went ahead 
and finished what started for her way back in January of this 
year.
     “I was like, I’m still doing it rain or shine. I’ll run the 
streets in Lexington,” Watts told WKYT. Her good friend, 
Kristina Tuttle decided Watts wouldn’t be doing it alone.
     Tuttle, in an effort to make the experience a special one, 
gathered supporters and other friends who agreed to take 
turns running with Watts. Some ran for as many as three-
miles, some a few hundred feet, but Watts covered the 26.2 
miles almost completely with someone running with her. 
     In the midst of considerable physical exertion, Watts 
could be heard yelling out, “Six-Feet” to her companions. 
She wanted to insure the runners and she stayed safe and 
continued to follow the Governor’s spacial mandates.

     Over a month ago our entire world changed and The 
Times-Voice changed with it.
Your newspaper took extraordinary steps to bring you local, 
impactful news involving the coronavirus pandemic in your 
community.
     We have worked tirelessly to bring you essential news and 
information on the outbreak in Jackson and Breathitt.  With 
a stay-at-home order issued, we made the decision to drop 
our website paywall to help bring you the information you 
needed in the comfort and safety of your home.
     The Times-Voice has seen record amounts of digital read-
ership for nearly the last month and a half.  We were there 
for you, bringing you this vital information while we battled 
an economic impact like we’ve never seen before.
    Now, we’re asking you, our readers, to be there for us.
     Many of our key local advertisers are closed and therefore 
have pulled back their advertising.  Besides advertising, our 
other key source of revenue comes in the form of subscrip-
tions, both digital and print.  For a month and a half, we 
dropped our paywall on all stories in effort to bring our com-
munity the vital public health information free so it could 
reach as wide an audience as possible.  
     Beginning Friday, May 1st, the paywall will go back up 
on our website for nearly all of our coverage.  But, for now, 
stories that address critical health and safety information 
will remain free.
     If you already subscribe to The Times-Voice this won’t 
affect you and we thank you for your support in bringing our 
community the local news it needs.
     To help us to continue to bring you vital, local information 
that affects you and your family, we are offering a subscrip-
tion special for the next 30 days.   You can now receive The 
Times-Voice in both print and digital for $31.99 TA; $19.95 
digital only, if you live in the county.
     This is an extraordinary time and local journalism is more 
important now than ever before.  The Jackson Times-Voice 
is here to serve our community and we’d ask that you con-
sider supporting our continued work—now more than ever.

We’re asking you 
to be there for us

     When we interviewed Courtney Frazier for a piece we 
published about two citizens of the county contracting Co-
vid-19, she didn’t want us to use her name. She expressed 
to me the fear there would be blow-back from citizens who 
might hold her responsible for bringing the virus back home 
here to Breathitt County. 
     Now, we may end up erecting statues in honor of both 
Frazier and her father, Mark Hamblin. You see, these two 
have fully recovered, and now they are graciously donating 
plasma to the Kentucky Blood Center. Doctors indicate this 
plasma could contain antibodies, which could end up saving 
all of us.
     In a story which first broke on WKYT, Frazier said, 
“We’re so thankful that everything turned out okay.” It has 
been a month since her father, Hamblin and she both tested 
positive for Covid-19. Mr. Hamblin added, “We knew we 
were sick, but it was nothing life-threatening for us.”
     We published a piece a while back, here in the Times-Voice 
when Courtney first learned she had Covid-19 and had in-
fected her father. In that story, while she was not named, we 
reported the belief Courtney had first come in contact with 
the Coronavirus while in New York. This would have been 
right before the virus virtually consumed one of the 

See ‘Frazier” PG.5
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low outpatient/ambulatory 
surgery and invasive proce-
dures to resume. Phase-three 
will begin May 13 and will 
involve non-emergent/non-
urgent in-patient procedures 

which will resume at 50% of 
the pre-COVID shutdown 
volume. 
     There was good news 
as the spiked volume of 
detected infections over 

the weekend abated some-
what as reported Monday 
night. Monday’s totals 
showed 4,146-cases and 
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Coronavirus Vaccine?

New Times-Voice 
General Manager

Leading scientists believe we are inching closer to the answer!

See ‘Vaccine’ PG. 5

By Fletcher Long, 
Editor

Breathitt County Museum 
Gets Donation
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Shopkudzu.com1589 Hwy 15 South Jackson, KY  41339

Kudzu Boutique

Since 1887 

N

Janie Griffith holds the donated check   
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     Any of us who have 
children have taken them 
on a long trip to some-
where. We have all been 
met with the invariable 
whine from the back seat 
along the lines of, “Are 
we there yet?”

     Well yesterday, in a 
news story first published 
by the British Broadcast-
ing Company (BBC) and 
written by the BBC’s 
Health and Science Cor-
respondent, James Gal-
lagher, the entire world 
learned we may not be 
there yet, but we are 
getting ever closer. In 

the very near future we 
may have a vaccine for 
the pandemic which has 
swept the globe and is 
swallowing America 
whole.
     The vaccine is called 
ChADOx1nCoV-19 . 
Just kind of rolls off the 
tongue, huh? 
     It is made from a genet-

ically engineered virus 
that causes the common 
cold in chimpanzees. It 
has been heavily modi-
fied so it cannot cause 
infections in people and 
also to look more like 
coronavirus. 
     Professor Andrew 

Breathitt to receive thousands 
in Government Aid

Money will reimburse the county for pandemic signage and PPE’s

By Fletcher Long, 
Editor

     Governor Beshear 
announced 22 east-
ern Kentucky govern-
ments have been granted 
$5,523,949.00 in reim-
bursements for corona-
virus aid. The payment 
is being made pursu-
ant to the tenants of the 
Coronavirus Aid, Relief, 
and Economic Security 
(CARES) Act. 

     CARES was enacted to 
assist local governments 
with expenses related to 
COVID-19. In addition 
to the 22 eastern Ken-
tucky entities already 
approved for funding, 
another 18 eastern Ken-
tucky governments have 
received preliminary ap-
proval. “Preliminary ap-
proval” means they will 
receive the reimburse-
ments once final docu-
mentation is submitted 

to the Department of Lo-
cal Government (DLG).
     While Breathitt Coun-
ty hasn’t made the initial 
cut of 22, they have been 
preliminarily approved 
for reimbursement. 
Upon the submission 
of final documentation, 
$7,147.00 of reimburse-
ment is earmarked for 
Breathitt County. The 
reimbursement funds 
will be remitted to us 
for money spent on so-

cial distancing signage 
and personal protective 
equipment (PPE). 
      “Our local govern-
ments have been life 
lines in our communities 
during the COVID-19 
pandemic, which is why 
this funding is so im-
portant,” said Governor 
Beshear. “We are grate-
ful for their hard work 
and dedication to keep-

Breathitt County Museum Gets Donation!

The museum was very pleased recently to receive a generous 
donation of two-hundred dollars from the Breathitt High School 
Class of 1955. The check was presented to museum director Ms. 
Janie Griffith by Mrs. Barbara Deaton of Shacks Branch Road in 
Jackson. Barbara has been a dedicated volunteer to the museum 
for many years. One of her most outstanding contributions has 
been the “Yesteryear Project” where she gathered, scanned and 

compiled every page of every yearbook ever published from 
Breathitt High School. These DVD’s are now available for pur-

chase from the museum.  
Many THANKS go out to the BHS Class of 1955 for their 

generous donation.

    The Breathitt County Museum was very pleased 
recently to receive a generous donation of two-hun-
dred dollars from the Breathitt High School Class of 
1955.  
     The check was presented to the museum director 
Ms. Janie Griffith by Mrs. Barbara Deaton of Shacks 
Branch Road in Jackson.
     Barbara has been a dedicated volunteer to the 
museum for many years.  One of her most outstand-
ing contributions has been the “Yesteryear Project”, 
where she gathered, scanned and complied every 
page of yearbook ever published from Breathitt 
High School.  
    These DVD’s are now avalible for purchase from 
the museum.  
    Many thanks go out to the BHS Class of 1955 for 
its generous donation.   See ‘Money’ PG. 5

AG, Daniel Cameron, Denied

By Fletcher Long, 
Editor

Kentucky Supreme Court Shuts Down Attorney 
General’s Attempt to Thwart Governor

     In a story first ap-
pearing in the Louisville 
Courier-Journal and 
written by Billy Robin, 
Joe Sonka, and Mor-
gan Watkins, it appears 
the Supreme Court has 
declined to keep the in-
junctive relief in place 
blocking Governor Bes-
hear's past and future 
COVID-19 emergency 

orders. Kentucky’s court 
of last resort indicated it 
will decide in the future 
whether the executive 
orders are or aren’t legal.
     According to the Cou-
rier-Journal piece, above 
referenced, a Boone 
County Circuit Court 
Judge, Glenn Acree 
ruled that his court 
would side with Ken-
tucky’s Attorney Gen-

See ‘AG’ PG. 5

Covid-19, is locking 
down the right strategy?
There are other options for how to handle this.

By Fletcher Long, 
Editor

     I began researching 
for the article for two 
reasons. One is the fact 
we still don’t have na-
tional pandemic strategy 
that I can tell other than 
wish, mighty hard, the 

virus would disappear. 
That strategy is working 
about like one would ex-
pect. It isn’t.
     The second factor was 
actually something I saw 
on Facebook. This guy 
claimed to know some-
thing of viruses and that 
no virus just “disap-
pears.” According to this 
guy the better strategy is 
face the virus, head-on, 
enabling our immune 
systems to build anti-

See ‘Covid-19’ PG. 5

     The Times-Voice is 
pleased to announce that 
Derek W. Fugate has 
been named its general 
manager effectively July 
13, 2020.  Fugate re-
places his father, James 
David Fugate, who held 

the position since the 
Jackson Times merged 
with the Breathitt Coun-
ty Voice 11 years ago. 
     Derek, age 44, is no 
stranger to the Times-
Voice, having been 
employed at Jackson 
and Breathitt County’s 
132-year-old newspaper 
for the past 10 years; 
most recently, serving as 
its advertising and cir-
culation manager.  A lo-
cal product of Breathitt 

See ‘Manager’ PG. 5Published in Jackson, Breathitt County, KY, with local people, local ownership, recording our community’s public record 

Covid-19 testing was held at Primary Care Centers in Hazard, KY 
last Monday and Tuesday     

(606)-824-5115
100 US Hwy 15 S Suite 136, Jackson KY  41339
Breathitt County’s first provider of physical, occupational and speech therapy services

See ‘ATV’ PG.5

Local survivors 
donate plasma

Hamblin and Frazier
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He is risen; 
He is risen indeed! 

We will be masked by May 11
 Governor’s address talks about our numbers and phases of reopening/update on UI benefits

By Fletcher Long, Editor

See ‘Keesha” PG.5

Formerly known as Jackson Wholesale

By Fletcher Long, 
Editor

See ‘’Masked” PG.5

Jiffy Mart
Business hours; 
Mon-Sat: 6 a.m. - 10 p.m.  
Sunday:  7 a.m. - 10 p.m.

(606)-666-5986

800 KY-15, Jackson, KY 41339

We have a meat department, deli, 
ice cream, groceries and an ice 

cold beer cave!  

     Growing up, like many 
of you, I used to watch the 
television show, The Lone 
Ranger.  The television 
show was an American 
western drama that aired 
on ABC from 1949-1957, 
but I watched it as an after-
noon daily, which was still 
running in syndication.  It 
starred Clayton Moore as 
The Lone Ranger and Jay 
Silverheels as his Native 
American companion, Ton-
to.
     There was always a poi-
gnant scene at the end of 

every episode, as The Lone 
Ranger and Tonto were rid-
ing away after having saved 
the day.  Then some person 
would ask, who was that 
masked man?  According to 
our governor, from May 11, 
2020 forward, until further 
notice, the answer will be 
we. 
    In last evening's address 
to the citizens of Kentucky, 
Governor Beshear an-
nounced everybody going 
about in public will have to 
start wearing a mask.  The 
governor called it another 
sacrifice to keep others safe, 
which will be required of all 
of us.

     The governor said citizens 
won’t need surgical masks, a 
cloth mask will do, but that 
we needed to do this until 
we get a vaccine. He said it 
would be our new normal.
     People who don’t wear 
masks, beginning May 11, 
will not be cited, but they 
will be asked to put on 
masks. Businesses not going 
masked will be temporary 
closed.
   We are reminded that 
while phase one of reopen-
ing began Monday, April 
27th, the disease hasn’t gone 
anywhere. Phase-two of re-
opening the commonwealth 
will begin May 6. It will al-

Breathitt County’s Keesha 
Watts shows us all the way!

Kesha Watts inspires a Commonwealth with Her 26-mile Run!

     A Lexington, Kentucky woman, with extensive Brea-
thitt County connections just finished a marathon the pres-
ent Covid-19 crisis prevented from ever commencing.  As 
first reported by WKYT’s Krista Frost, Keesha Watts had 
her family and friends rally behind her as she went ahead 
and finished what started for her way back in January of this 
year.
     “I was like, I’m still doing it rain or shine. I’ll run the 
streets in Lexington,” Watts told WKYT. Her good friend, 
Kristina Tuttle decided Watts wouldn’t be doing it alone.
     Tuttle, in an effort to make the experience a special one, 
gathered supporters and other friends who agreed to take 
turns running with Watts. Some ran for as many as three-
miles, some a few hundred feet, but Watts covered the 26.2 
miles almost completely with someone running with her. 
     In the midst of considerable physical exertion, Watts 
could be heard yelling out, “Six-Feet” to her companions. 
She wanted to insure the runners and she stayed safe and 
continued to follow the Governor’s spacial mandates.

     Over a month ago our entire world changed and The 
Times-Voice changed with it.
Your newspaper took extraordinary steps to bring you local, 
impactful news involving the coronavirus pandemic in your 
community.
     We have worked tirelessly to bring you essential news and 
information on the outbreak in Jackson and Breathitt.  With 
a stay-at-home order issued, we made the decision to drop 
our website paywall to help bring you the information you 
needed in the comfort and safety of your home.
     The Times-Voice has seen record amounts of digital read-
ership for nearly the last month and a half.  We were there 
for you, bringing you this vital information while we battled 
an economic impact like we’ve never seen before.
    Now, we’re asking you, our readers, to be there for us.
     Many of our key local advertisers are closed and therefore 
have pulled back their advertising.  Besides advertising, our 
other key source of revenue comes in the form of subscrip-
tions, both digital and print.  For a month and a half, we 
dropped our paywall on all stories in effort to bring our com-
munity the vital public health information free so it could 
reach as wide an audience as possible.  
     Beginning Friday, May 1st, the paywall will go back up 
on our website for nearly all of our coverage.  But, for now, 
stories that address critical health and safety information 
will remain free.
     If you already subscribe to The Times-Voice this won’t 
affect you and we thank you for your support in bringing our 
community the local news it needs.
     To help us to continue to bring you vital, local information 
that affects you and your family, we are offering a subscrip-
tion special for the next 30 days.   You can now receive The 
Times-Voice in both print and digital for $31.99 TA; $19.95 
digital only, if you live in the county.
     This is an extraordinary time and local journalism is more 
important now than ever before.  The Jackson Times-Voice 
is here to serve our community and we’d ask that you con-
sider supporting our continued work—now more than ever.

We’re asking you 
to be there for us

     When we interviewed Courtney Frazier for a piece we 
published about two citizens of the county contracting Co-
vid-19, she didn’t want us to use her name. She expressed 
to me the fear there would be blow-back from citizens who 
might hold her responsible for bringing the virus back home 
here to Breathitt County. 
     Now, we may end up erecting statues in honor of both 
Frazier and her father, Mark Hamblin. You see, these two 
have fully recovered, and now they are graciously donating 
plasma to the Kentucky Blood Center. Doctors indicate this 
plasma could contain antibodies, which could end up saving 
all of us.
     In a story which first broke on WKYT, Frazier said, 
“We’re so thankful that everything turned out okay.” It has 
been a month since her father, Hamblin and she both tested 
positive for Covid-19. Mr. Hamblin added, “We knew we 
were sick, but it was nothing life-threatening for us.”
     We published a piece a while back, here in the Times-Voice 
when Courtney first learned she had Covid-19 and had in-
fected her father. In that story, while she was not named, we 
reported the belief Courtney had first come in contact with 
the Coronavirus while in New York. This would have been 
right before the virus virtually consumed one of the 

See ‘Frazier” PG.5
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low outpatient/ambulatory 
surgery and invasive proce-
dures to resume. Phase-three 
will begin May 13 and will 
involve non-emergent/non-
urgent in-patient procedures 

which will resume at 50% of 
the pre-COVID shutdown 
volume. 
     There was good news 
as the spiked volume of 
detected infections over 

the weekend abated some-
what as reported Monday 
night. Monday’s totals 
showed 4,146-cases and 

Making  a difference, one week at a time

Making a difference, 
            one week at a time
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We’re going on a Bear Hunt!
See story on Page 5THE JACKSON-BREATHITT COUNTY

TIMES-VOICE

Vaccinated!

Fresh
County Style

Ribs
$1.79 lb

Seedless
Watermelon
$3.79 each!

Grand
Re-Opening!

PEPSI 
24-Pack

cans 
$5.99 each! 

Fresh Boston
Pork Butt 

Roast
$1.49 lb

Fresh
Boneless

Beef Ribeye
Steaks

$5.99 lb

Making a difference, one week at a time. 
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WOMEN’S HEALTH SERVICES

Splash Pad 
Open!


