
By DANNY CARR

 “Therefore, since Christ 
suffered in his body, arm 
yourselves also with the 
same attitude, because 
whoever suffers in the 
body is done with sin. As 
a result, they do not live 
the rest of their earthly 
lives for evil human de-
sires, but rather for the 
will of God.”
1 Peter 4:1-2
 Attitude, it is such an 
important part of our 
lives. Think about it, if 
you are about to take a 
test, have a job interview, 
play a sport, or basically 

anything else, and you go 
into thinking you are go-
ing to fail, you probably 
will. Your attitude is a big 
deal. 
  Look at today’s scripture, 
“Therefore, since Christ 
suffered in His body, arm 
yourselves also with the 
same attitude, because 
whoever suffers in the 
body is done with sin.” 
  Jesus came here and suf-
fered greatly to pay the 
price for our sins. He did 
this because He loves us, 
and He was able to do 
this because He is holy. 
  The scripture concludes, 
“As a result, they do 

not live the rest of their 
earthly lives for evil de-
sires, but rather for the 
will of God.” Jesus did the 
will of the Father. As we 
live, shouldn’t we always 
strive to be in God’s will? 
Of course we should, that 
should be our desire eve-
ryday, to live out the day 
in the will of God. 
  If we suffer in the body 
to live for Christ, we are 
really only doing what 
we as Christians should. 
Earthly desires are worth 
nothing, nor are earthly 
possessions when com-
pared to the salvation 
and eternal life we have 
received. 
  I pray that we as Chris-
tians strive to live holy 
lives, lives that show the 
true love of Christ to eve-
ryone we see. After all, 
that is really why we are 
here. 
  Think about it.
  Love them like Jesus........
May God bless you with 
a great day........
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By VAN YANDELL

   Romans 5: 8 "God commen-
deth his love toward us, in 
that, while we were yet sinners, 
Christ died for us"
  Advice we occasionally hear 
given to young people is, 
“Don’t confuse love with lust.” 
Lust is usually associated with 
sexual desires. Our physical 
bodies cause us to do many 
things we later regret and the 
powerful sexual desire of hu-
mans at times affects our abil-
ity to reason rationally. 
  The word love is often con-
fused. Eros love is a love be-
tween a husband and wife and 
not to be confused with agape 
love. Agape love is actually the 
highest form of love. God’s 
love for His creation is demon-
strated in this definition. Jesus 
demonstrated this selfless sac-
rificial love on the cross.
  Lust of course, can be for rich-
es, power or prestige. A strong 
insatiable desire for anything 
that causes one to act irration-
ally to be satisfied can be classi-
fied as lust. 
 Exodus 20: 17a “Thou shalt 
not covet.” Coveting is very 
closely connected to lust. In 
many cases, they may be ex-
actly the same. Our desires can 
very easily overreach into sin.

  Lust is of the body and love is 
of the heart. Lust is a physical, 
desire, while love is a deeper, 
more emotional and commit-
ted feeling.
  Lust could never provide the 
commitment as does actual 
love. Lust is selfish and imme-
diate while love is selfless and 
patient. 
  Many non-believers in the 
world consider the story of 
Jesus giving Himself as a sacri-
fice for the sins of all mankind 
to be an irrational, illogical be-
lief. Why would, how could the 
Creator of all things do such a 
thing? 
  This is where the difference in 
Christianity and some of the 
other world religions begin to 
separate. Whereas Christian-
ity is about God’s love for His 
creation (mankind), various 
other religions are about pow-
er, selfishness, hatred, human 
sacrifice or man’s actions to 
gain eternity. 
 We do not have eternal salva-
tion by what we may do but by 
what Jesus did. His sacrificial 
shedding of blood became the 
sacrifice for the sins of all. 
  John 15: 12-14 “This is my 
commandment, That ye love 
one another, as I have loved 
you. Greater love hath no man 
than this, that a man lay down 

his life for his friends. Ye are 
my friends, if ye do whatsoever 
I command you.”
  The American military ser-
vice men and women, fire-
fighters and police officers lay 
their lives on the line every 
day. Many jobs are more than a 
paycheck and “life on the line” 
is an every day existence. 
 1 Corinthians 13:4-8 (Living 
Bible) “Love is very patient and 
kind, never jealous or envious, 
never boastful or proud, never 
haughty or selfish or rude. 
Love does not demand its own 
way. It is not irritable or touchy. 
It does not hold grudges and 
will hardly even notice when 
others do it wrong.”
  This definition of “love” given 
by the Apostle Paul makes a 
statement all need to hear and 
heed. When we think of love 
and it does not conform to this 
description in  1 Corinthians, 
perhaps we should re-examine 
our personal definitions of 
love. 
  Perhaps Paul’s thoughts con-
cerning love and many world 
religions not practicing these 
simple concepts explains why 
the world is in such chaos to-
day. The presence of love would 
not include the wars and many 
illegal activities happening in 
our world today.

 Many resent the Christian 
concept of the urgency of pro-
moting the Gospel of Christ 
Jesus. The vast misunderstand-
ing is because teaching the love 
of Christ is an act of love. 
  I will never forget talking to a 
man in a (mostly) non-Chris-
tian country. After explaining 
the path to eternity through 
belief in Christ, he asked 
me, “What does it cost?” He 
thought I was trying to sell him 
something.
  When I told him it was a free 
gift from God and I was there 
because the Bible commands 
that I do so, he was at a loss for 
words. 
  We tell others about the sav-
ing power of our Jesus because 
He has commanded us to do 
exactly that (Matthew 28: 18-
20 and Acts 1: 8). Secondly, be-
cause we are Christians we are 
commanded to love all man-
kind.
   John 13:34 “A new com-
mandment I give unto you, 
that ye love one another; as I 
have loved you, that ye also 
love one another.” This cannot 
be interpreted as loving only 
those we personally know but 
all the world’s people. Because 
of this we go to “the uttermost” 
(Acts 1: 8) to preach and teach.
  John 13:34-35 "By this eve-

ryone will know that you are 
my disciples, if you love one 
another." Loving all people 
demonstrates to the world we 
are not only believers but also 
followers of the Lord Jesus. 
  John 3:16 "For God so loved 
the world that he gave his only 
begotten Son, that whosoever 
believes in him shall not per-
ish but have ever lasting life." 
John clearly states in repeating 
the words of Jesus that “God so 
loved the world.”
  With the approaching Christ-
mas season, we are reminded 
by the sights and sounds of 
God’s love for us. The birth of 
the Christ child was the begin-
ning of the redemption of man. 
Since the “fall of man” (Genesis 
3), man has had the need to be 
redeemed and Jesus provided 
that.
  We must always teach that 
eternal salvation is attained by 
a faith based belief (Ephesians 
2: 8) in Christ Jesus crucified 
(Matthew 27: 35) for the remis-
sion of sin (1 John 1: 9), resur-
rected (Matthew 28: 6) and 
ascended alive in to Heaven 
(Acts 1: 9).
  Van Yandell is a retired Indus-
trial Arts teacher, an ordained 
gospel evangelist and commis-
sioned missionary. His email is 
vmy3451@gmail.com

LOVE GIVES, LUST TAKES

By REV. WENDELL GRAY

  Question on the floor today.
 When were you first made aware of the 
Spirit of God? Also known as:
Holy Ghost
Holy Spirit
Third part of Trinity
Comforter 
Parachute
So 
 When were you first consciously aware 
of Him.?
 Come on and be real for real. Okay
Genesis 1:1-2,26-27 KJV
 “In the beginning God created the 
heaven and the earth. [2] And the earth 
was without form, and void; and dark-
ness was upon the face of the deep. And 
the Spirit of God moved upon the face 
of the waters.”
 Spirit of God. Did what.

Was present when  and where?
 [26] “And God said, Let us make man 
in our image, after our likeness: and let 
them have dominion over the fish of 
the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and 
over the cattle, and over all the earth, 
and over every creeping thing that 
creepeth upon the earth. “
  God even spoke to Hjs Spirit
 [27] “So God created man in his own 
image, in the image of God created he 
him; male and female created he them.”
 This then is the first mention. 
 The question is when were you con-
sciously aware of the Spirit of God?
Amen. Amen. Amen. 
  Pastor Wendell D Gray is pastor of 
St. John Missionary Baptist Church in 
Bardwell, Ky. He and his wife Barbara 
own WBCE 1200 Christian Radio in 
Wickliffe where the motto is, “We Broad-
cast Christ Every Day.”

When were you first made
 aware of the Spirit of God?

The Nativity on the Hickman County Courthouse lawn is a reminder of the true 
meaning of Christmas. 

Shouldn’t we always 
strive to be in God’s will?


