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Fleming County Native, Dustyn Doyle, right, acts as British

officer surrendering her majesty’s cannon during a ceremo-
ny in Morehead, over the weekend.
David Clinger, center right, representing a Continental Of-
ficer accepts the cannon’s surrender.

The Rowan County
Veterans Museum hosted
a special commemoration
of the 250th anniversary
of the beginning of the
American Revolution:
the Battle of Lexington
and Concord, Massachu-
setts at Freedom Park
on Saturday, April 19, at
10:00 am.

In the spirit of the
event, the museum re-
cently  purchased a
275-year-old British na-
val cannon that was built
under the reign of King
George II and used as
well under King George
IIT during the Revolu-
tionary War.

The museum's histo-
rian, David Clinger, dis-
covered the cannon on an
online auction site locat-
ed in Olympia, Washing-
ton, and purchased it.

According to Clinger
and Dustyn Doyle, both
of who are active with
the museum and who
are also officers with
the Eastern Kentucky
Humanities Commis-
sion, which assisted in
the event, the cannon at
Freedom Park in More-
head, began its story in
1752 during the reign of
King George II of Great
Britain. Needing weap-
ons to arm his majesty's
ships during the French

and Indian War, this
12Ib naval cannon was
cast in Canada in 1752
and then sent to England
to be fitted on a British
Ship of the Line. Dur-
ing the American Revo-
lution, the cannon was
used to raid along the At-
lantic Coast and to help
suppress the colonies
and to blockade the ports
of America. A typical
British ship would con-
sist of 74-98 cannons on
multiple decks. After the
conclusion of the Ameri-
can Revolution, the can-
non was used in British
service, possibly during
the War of 1812, and up
until the 1850s. As the
"Age of Sail" passed and
naval weapons became
more advanced, the old
iron cannons were re-
moved from their ships
and staked upside down
to be used as a bawdry
in the 1850s along the
Thames River in London.
For years they would
serve as anchors along
the piers so that ships
could be moored to them
in the harbor.

Many years later at
the start of World War II
the cannon was removed,
along with many others,
to be melted down for
scrap and to be used in
the war effort. After its

Rowan
Museum

the
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Tourism Director Joy Brown
removal it was taken to
Sussex, England where
it was intended to be
scrapped. During this
time period, an American
Naval Intelligence Offi-
cer would meet and fall
in love with a nurse from
the Royal Navy. During
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Lumber, Trusses, Hardware Supplies, Building Packages
@ Metal From Graber Post

TRI-COUNTY LUMBER AND HARDWARE
1570 Hwy 19, Cynthiana, KY 41031 (606) 724-2135

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!

Looking for an opportunity to make a meaningful difference in the lives of children?

CASA (Court Appointed Special Advocates) of the Gateway Region is looking for community
volunteers to advocate for the best interest of children who have experienced abuse, neglect,
or dependency and help ensure that those children have a safe, permanent home. YOU can
Change a Child’s story!

Volunteer Requirements:
¢ Must be 21 years old

¢ Submit an application ! O

¢ Eligible to complete a variety of ®

background checks
CASA

Court Appointed Special Advocates

* 606-610-0021

FOR CHILDREN

* hannahssivils@casagateway.org
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his wartime exploits, the
young naval officer would
be involved in the plan-
ning and sinking of the
German battleship Tir-
pitz in the fjords of Nor-
way. At the end of World
War II, the naval officer
and his new bride de-
cided to return to Amer-
ica and as a reminder of
their service, decided to
take three cannons back
to decorate their home in
Washington state. Dis-
covering the cannons in a
field where they had not
been scrapped, the young
officer decided to buy the
cannons, however as he
was not a British sub-
ject, he could not pur-
chase them owing to the
fact that they were still
considered crown prop-
erty. His wife, however,
could as she was a Brit-
ish subject. Armed with
three cannons and their
wartime experiences be-
hind them, the couple
returned to the United
States where the cannons
guarded the entrance of
their home for decades.
The young navy couple
enjoyed many years to-
gether until his passing
in 2024 at the age of 104.
His wife, now 102, made
the difficult decision to
auction their prized can-
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nons in the spring of
2025. Historian David
Clinger of the Rowan
County Veterans Mu-
seum discovered them
online and gathered to-
gether citizens and orga-
nizations in Morehead,
Kentucky to purchase
and arrange shipment of
the cannon from Wash-

ington state to More-
head, Kentcuky. After a
10 day journey and over
5000 miles, the cannon
arrived at Freedom Park
where it proudly stands
as a monument to the
sacrifices of our patriot
ancestors during the
American Revolutionary
War.

KY 40601. Phone: (502)564-3410.

Public Notice

Notice is hereby given that Jayla Purnell is filing an application with the
Kentucky Energy and Environment Cabinet to construct a bank stabilization,
located at 172 Lambert Hollow Rd., Clearfield, KY 40313. Any comments or
objections concerning this application shall be directed to: Kentucky Division
of Water Floodplain Management Section, 300 Sower Boulevard, Frankfort,
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HEALTH
COVERAGE
FOR EVERY
CHILD.

That’s worth celebrating.

KCHIP offers quality, no-cost health insurance
options for both you and your child.
Find out if you're eligible at kynect.gov/kchip today!
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