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Uncommon Sense

By Dr. Glenn Mollette

How Would You Feel If
Someone Burned
Your Car?

My wife’s grandfather Lyle
Harlow was a prisoner of war
in World War II and survived
the Bataan Death March. He
had an attitude about the Japa-
nese soldiers and people. My
father-n-law also fought in
WW II and was hurt in the
Battle of the Bulge. He had
negative comments to make
about the Japanese. When I
bought a Toyota Celica back in
1978 my father-n-law was not
impressed since he had worked
many years for General Motors
and always drove a Chevrolet.
However, never in either of the
two men’s wildest imagina-
tion did they ever express any
desire or interest in burning my
Toyota or anyone else’s Toyota.

My $7000 Celica was a
great car but it was hard for
me to make the payments back
in 1978. My wife and I were
in school struggling to just
get by from one small check
to the next. Our $150 a month
car payment was stratospheric
for us back then. I don’t know
how we could have handled
the threat of someone possi-
bly damaging our car simply
because they hated the Toyota
brand or anyone associated
with making Toyotas. Today,
Toyota and other foreign car
manufacturers have revolu-
tionized several American
communities with thousands
of good jobs.

The very idea of anyone
destroying anyone’s prop-
erty is criminal and deserves
punishment. Regardless if it’s
riots in Louisville, Baltimore,
Portend or Los Angeles, no one
deserves a bunch of hoodlums

marching in and setting build-
ings, businesses or cars on fire.

The recent reports of Tesla
dealerships and charging sta-
tions being vandalized and set
on fire is outrageous. Not any
of the person’s doing this would
feel good about their car being
burned or the place where they
fill up with gas being destroyed.

Anyone who has a busi-
ness is paying the price. It’s
a miracle to be able to stay in
business today. The overhead
costs are astronomical and it’s
often very difficult to really see
a profit. Every day restaurants,
grocery stores, churches, news-
papers and car dealerships close
somewhere in America. This
could very well be your job or
a job of someone you know.

Elon Musk is a billionaire
and right now a lot of Ameri-
cans don’t agree with the role
he has in America as appointed
by our President. Burning his
cars and charging stations
are only going to hurt fellow
Americans who own or run
the dealerships and the many
other Americans trying to hold
down a daily job. Destroying
the charging stations only hurts
your fellow Americans who
bought most of the Teslas on the
road before President Trump
was even reelected.

Protest verbally, buy what-
ever car or product you want
but don’t do to others what
you would not want anyone to
do to you.

Dr. Glenn Mollette is the
author of Uncommon Sense.
Available wherever books are
sold.

Social Security Matters

By Russell Gloor,
National Social Security
Advisor at the AMAC Foun-
dation, the non-profit arm
of the Association of Mature
American Citizens

Ask Rusty — Can My Wife
and I get Spouse Benefits from
each other?

Dear Rusty: My wife and
I are currently collecting So-
cial Security. We both started
receiving SS at 62 years old.
That said, we get by on a tight
budget.

A retired friend told us
about an option which allows
a spouse to collect half (1/2) of
the other spouse’s SS monthly
income. My question has two
parts: 1. Can we both collect
on each other’s SS? And 2.
Are there any pitfalls? Signed:
Seeking an Increase

Dear Seeking: Well, I'm
afraid spousal benefits aren’t
quite that simple. One spouse
may be eligible for additional
benefits from the other, but
only if that spouse’s personal
Social Security retirement ben-
efit at their full retirement age
(FRA) is less than half (50%)
of the other spouse’s FRA en-
titlement. Note that for spouse
benefits, FRA amounts are used
regardless of when you actually
claim benefits. Full retirement
age for both you and your wife
is 66, so that means that if you
both claimed at 62 your FRA
entitlements were higher —
about 25% more - than you are
both currently receiving.

Since you applied for ben-
efits some time ago at about the
same age, one way to estimate
if one of you may be entitled
to an additional amount as a
spouse is to evaluate your cur-
rent monthly amounts. If either
of you are getting a benefit
which is less than half of the
other’s amount, it’s possible
that the one with the lower
benefit may be entitled to more
as a spouse. And note, only one
spouse is eligible for benefits

— you cannot both get spouse
benefits from each other.

Another way to explore this
is for the spouse with the low-
est monthly Social Security
benefit to contact Social Secu-
rity at 1.800.772.1213 to ask if
spouse benefits are available.
Noting that contacting SS these
days can be a time-consuming
process, yet another way is for
you to provide us (the AMAC
Foundation’s SS Advisory Ser-
vice) with both of your current
monthly SS benefit amounts
(before any deductions) and
the exact ages when each of
you claimed. Using that infor-
mation, we can do the math to
see if either of you might be
entitled to more as a spouse.
But, in the end, only the spouse
with the lower benefit may be
eligible, and then, only if their
FRA entitlement (not their ac-
tual current amount) is less than
50% of the other spouse’s FRA
entitlement.

This article is intended for
information purposes only and
does not represent legal or
financial guidance. It presents
the opinions and interpreta-
tions of the AMAC Founda-
tion’s staff, trained and ac-
credited by the National Social
Security Association (NSSA).
NSSA and the AMAC Founda-
tion and its staff are not af-
filiated with or endorsed by the
Social Security Administration
or any other governmental en-
tity. To submit a question, visit
our website (amacfoundation.
orgl/programs/social-security-
advisory) or email us at ssadvi-
sor@amacfoundation.org.
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MINUTES
Wolfe County Fiscal Court
March 18, 2025
3:45 PM
Special Meeting

Court Members Attending:

Raymond Banks - County
Judge Executive

Arthur Vest- Magistrate
District 1

Gene Booth - Magistrate
District 2

James "Billy" Banks - Mag-
istrate District 3 NOT PRES-
ENT

Others in attendance: Sandy
Vest, Kelli Ratliff

Agenda

1. Call meeting to order
- Judge Executive Raymond
Banks.

2. Approval of minutes from
previous meeting - Approved
on motion by Gene Booth,
second by Arthur Vest.

3. Discussion of old busi-
ness

a. None

4. Discussion of new busi-
ness

a. Tourism Budget - Ac-
cepted on motion by Arthur
Vest, second by Gene Booth.

b. Lease Agreement - Con-
stable - Approved on motion by
Arthur Vest, second by Gene
Booth.

c. LGEDF Authorizing Res-
olution for KACo Payment
- Approved on motion by Gene
Booth, second by Arthur Vest.

d. Amendment to the Agree-
ment for the Bridge Replace-
ment Project - Cave Branch
- Approved on motion by Gene
Booth, second by Arthur Vest.

e. Budget Amendment -
Solid Waste.- Approved on
motion by Arthur Vest, second
by Gene Booth.

f. Line-Item Transfers -
Approved on motion by Gene
Booth, second by Arthur Vest.

g. FY 2024 EMA Program
Funds Agreement - Approved
on motion by Gene Booth,
second by Arthur Vest.

h. Monthly Treasurer Settle-
ment - February -

i. Accounts Payable Ap-
proved on motion by Gene
Booth, second by Arthur Vest.

5. Adjourn o
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LEGISLATIVE UPDATE

By Representative Tim Truett

Key Pieces of Legislation

March 23 As the veto
recess continues and we move
closer to the end of the 2025
Regular Session, the General
Assembly remains committed
to completing the work we
began on January 7. So far,
we have passed more than 100
bills, which are now moving
through the final stages of the
legislative process.

As most of you know, our
Governor has already vetoed
around 170 bills since taking
office. While the number is his-
toric, he is not the first governor
to use the veto power, just as
we are not the first legislature
to use our authority to override
those vetoes. While the veto
period is not over, I want to
highlight some of the bills that
he has already signed into law.

e House Bill 1 lowers the
individual income tax from 4%
to 3.5% beginning on January
1,2026. This tax cut will leave
an estimated $718 million in
the paychecks of hardworking
Kentuckians during the first full
year of implementation.

e Senate Bill 23: SB 23
establishes procedures for the
informational review of an
administrative regulation by
the Administrative Regulation
Review Subcommittee or any
other legislative committee,
gives the subcommittee the
authority to put a filed ad-
ministrative regulation on the
agenda for informational re-
view, and requires the agencies
that drafted the regulations to
be present and cooperate with
informational reviews.

* House Bill 19 prohibits
the use of an unmanned aircraft
system like a drone to record
images of privately owned
real property or of the owner,
tenant, occupant, invitee, or
licensee of the property with the
intent to conduct surveillance
on or publish unauthorized
images taken of the individual

or their property. If violated,
an individual may take civil
action in a court of competent
jurisdiction.

* House Bill 131 allows
for additional flexibility in
firefighters” work schedules.
This measure allows for spe-
cific fire personnel to have the
ability to work 48/96 schedules
(48 hours on, 96 hours off) or
1/3/2/3 schedules (24 hours
on, 72 hours off, 48 hours on,
72 hours off), unless otherwise
provided in a collective bar-
gaining agreement.

¢ House Bill 164, known as
Braylon’s Law, allows courts
to render adoption judgments
to families in the event of a
child’s death during the adop-
tion process.

e Senate Bill 73 makes
sexual extortion a felony, em-
powers victims by giving them
legal remedies to seek justice
and recover damages, and pri-
oritizes prevention by requiring
schools to educate students and
parents about the warning signs
and ensuring that resources are
visible and accessible.

e Senate Bill 87 allows air
boards that operate a commer-
cial airport serving more than
one million passengers annual-
ly to use federal small purchase
procedures, increases penalties
for airport rule violations, and
directs the Council on Postsec-
ondary Education, in coordina-
tion with the Transportation
Cabinet, to conduct a study
on creating a FAA-recognized
air traffic control credential
program at a postsecondary
education institution.

* House Concurrent Reso-
lution 20 directs the Legislative
Research Commission to study
access to sexual assault nurse
examiners in Kentucky. This
measure requires that a report
be submitted to the Interim
Joint Committee on Health
Services and the Interim Joint

Become Law

Committee on Judiciary by
December 1, 2025.

When the veto recess con-
cludes, we will reconvene
for the final two days of the
2025 Regular Session, which
will give us the opportunity to
override any of the governor’s
vetoes with a constitutional
majority in both chambers.
This power, granted to us by
the Kentucky Constitution,
reinforces the system of checks
and balances and ensures that
key legislative priorities are
upheld. We will reconvene
on March 27 for the final two
days of session. The legislature
will not convene again until
Tuesday, January 6, 2026, un-
less the governor calls us into
special session.

As always, I can be reached
anytime through the toll-free
message line in Frankfort at
1-800-372-7181. You can also
contact me via email at Rich-
ard.White@Xkylegislature.gov
and keep track through the
Kentucky legislature’s website
at legislature ky.gov.

Year of the

locust?

While the anticipated arrival
of the 17-year locusts (cicadas)
did not materialize last year,
Kentucky is among the states
expected to get a sizeable (and
noisy) infestation this year. Ac-
cording to biologists and ecolo-
gists, Kentucky and Tennessee
are expected to get the big-
gest infestations. The cicadas,
which are initially burrowed
underground, emerge in cycles
(usually every 17 years) and
when soil temperatures reach
64 to 65 degrees,

Identified by ecologists as
Brood XIV, they probably will
begin to emerge in the third
week of April or when areas get
a “good rain,” the experts say.
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botanist who developed over 300 uses for
for sweet potatoes and pecans.
11. Ben Franklin was known for experimenting and inventing many things.

and many ideas

Have you ever invented anything? Inventors notice | t Ch O
a problem, then figure out a way to fix it. Sometimes nve n O rS a n g e u r
inventors have a brand new idea and sometimes they f 3 4
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helped him see near and far.
12. Alexander Graham Bell, whose mother and wife were deaf, created the
and worked on other inventions that help people communicate.
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fix the problem. |:|

Peak is dreaming and scheming, but isn’t doing
anything about his problem. Help Peak learn the
steps to solving his problem. Read the six steps
in the boxes and put them in the order Peak
should follow to make an invention that
would help him out. Two are done for you:

Finish your invention Create a
and have fun model of your
using it! |:| idea.
. Listen to what others
Notice a tell you. Make your
problem. invention better. |:|
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