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NOTICE OF INTENTION TO MINE 

Pursuant to Application Number 848-5621, Renewal 
(1) In accordance with KRS 350.055, notice is hereby given that 
INMET Mining, LLC, 144 East Market Place Blvd, Knoxville, TN, 37922 
has applied for renewal of a permit for a underground coal mining 
operation located 5.5 miles southeast of Cumberland in Harlan County.  
The operation disturbs 74.10 surface area mining acres and underlying 
an additional 4273.20 acres of underground area for a total of 4347.30 
acres. 
 
(2) The operation is approximately 5.0 miles southeast from CR 
2006’s junction with KY 179 and located 0.5 miles east of KY 2006 on 
the Left Fork of Cloverlick Creek..   
 
(3) The operation is located on the Benham and Appalachia 7 ½ 
minute quadrangle maps.  The surface area disturbed is owned by 
ACIN, LLC.  The operation underlies land owned by ACIN, LLC. 
 
(4) The application has been filed for public inspection at the 
Department for Surface Mining Reclamation and Enforcement’s 
Middlesboro Regional Office, 1804 East Cumberland Ave, Middlesboro 
KY 40965.  Written comments, objections, or requests for a permit 
conference must be filed with the Director, Division of Mine Permits, 300 
Sower Boulevard, Frankfort, Kentucky  40601.   
 
(5) This is the final advertisement of the application.  All 
comments, objections, or requests for a permit conference must be 
received within thirty (30) days of today’s date. 
 
 

COMMONWEALTH 
OF KENTUCKY

26TH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
HARLAN CIRCUIT COURT

CIVIL ACTION 
NO. 20-CI-00193

MTAG AS C/F MGD-
KY, LLC 

PLAINTIFF,US BANK AS     
    C/F MGD-KY, LLC,  
CROSS CLAIMANT,

                  
VS.      

COMMISSIONER’S SALE

DANNY BROCK;
CHERYL BROCK A/K/A 

CHERRYL C. BROCK 
A/K/A CHERYL C. BROCK; 

UNKNOWN OCCUPANT 
OF THE PREMISES;

MTAG AS C/F MGD-KY, 
LLC; 

COMMONWEALTH OF 
KENTUCKY/DIVISION OF 

COLLECTIONS; 
ASSET ACCEPTANCE;                                                                                    

DEFENDANTS.                        

 By virtue of an IN REM 
SUMMARY JUDGMENT, 
DEFAULT JUDGMENT and 
ORDER OF SALE, of the 
Harlan Circuit Court, ren-
dered on February 27, 2025, 
in the above cause for the 
principal sum of $7,460.64 
(seven thousand four hun-
dred sixty dollars and sixty 
four cents), plus interest at 
the interest rate of  12% on 
the actual purchase price of 
the certificate of delinquency, 
until paid in full, including at-
torney’s fees, court and other 
costs expended, and expenses 
of sale,  I shall proceed to of-
fer for sale at the front door of 
the old Courthouse in Harlan, 
Kentucky, to the highest and 
best bidder at Public Auction 
on Tuesday, APRIL 15, 2025 
at the hour of 1:00 p.m. or 
thereabouts, upon the terms 
of cash on the date of sale or 
10% down and the remainder 
on a credit of 30 days, and I 
will take from the purchaser 
a bond, with good and suffi-
cient surety, for the purchase 
price, payable to myself, with 
interest at the rate of 12% per 
annum from date of sale, said 
bond to have the force and ef-
fect of a judgment, and I shall 
retain a lien upon the property 
so sold for further security on 
the payment of the purchase 
price, and any purchaser may 
pay off his bond at any time 
before maturity, with interest 
accrued up to the date of pay-
ment, on the real estate located 
in Harlan County, Kentucky, 
which is more particularly de-
scribed as follows: 

Location:        
120 River Street, Coldiron,  

KY  40819
Ky Map ID:     

022-20-00-021.00

In as much as the Court has 
found that the said real prop-
erty is indivisible and cannot 
be divided without material-
ly impairing its value, it will 
be sold as a whole.  For the 
purchase price, the purchaser, 
with approved surety or se-
curities, must execute bond, 
bearing legal interest from day 
of sale until paid, having the 
force and effect of a judgment.  
Bidders will be prepared to 
comply with these terms. 
 This the 18th day of 
March, 2025. 

HON. KELLIE D. WILSON
MASTER COMMISSIONER 
HARLAN CIRCUIT COURT

TCN 3/24/25 - 1 of 3 
   

COMMONWEALTH 
OF KENTUCKY

26TH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
HARLAN CIRCUIT COURT

CIVIL ACTION 
NO. 24-CI-00072 

 
FEDERATION OF 
APPALACHIAN 

HOUSING ENTERPRISES, 
INC., 

PLAINTIFF,
               

VS.    
                                                 
COMMISSIONER’S SALE

ESTATE OF BETTY 

MONKFIELD;
UNKNOWN SPOUSE OF 

BETTY MONKFIELD;
TONYA HENSLEY; 

MICHAEL HENSLEY;
CLAUDE MONKFIELD, JR.;

UNKNOWN SPOUSE OF 
CLAUDE MONKFIELD, JR.;

JOE ROBINSON; PAM 
ROBINSON;

JUDY ROBINSON;
UNKNOWN SPOUSE OF 

JUDY ROBINSON;
TOMMY BEASLEY;

UNKNOWN SPOUSE OF 
TOMMY BEASLEY;

TAMECCA BEASLEY;
UNKNOWN SPOUSE OF 

TAMECCA BEASLEY;
UNKNOWN HEIRS OF 
BETTY MONKFIELD;
UNKNOWN HEIRS OF 

ANNA LUCAS;
UNKNOWN SPOUSE OF 

ANNA LUCAS;
UNKNOWN OCCUPANTS 

OF 507 RAIN STREET 
(A/K/A 506 RAIN STREET;

HARLAN COUNTY, 
KENTUCKY;

CITY OF 
HARLAN, KENTUCKY,                                                                   

DEFENDANTS.                        

 By virtue of a DEFAULT 
JUDGMENT and ORDER 
OF SALE, of the Harlan Cir-
cuit Court, rendered on Feb-
ruary 27, 2025, in the above 
cause for the principal sum 
of $8,067.46 (eight thousand 
sixty seven dollars and for-
ty six cents), plus interest at 
the interest rate of  12% on 
the actual purchase price of 
the certificate of delinquency, 
until paid in full, including at-
torney’s fees, court and other 
costs expended, and expenses 
of sale,  I shall proceed to of-
fer for sale at the front door of 
the old Courthouse in Harlan, 
Kentucky, to the highest and 
best bidder at Public Auction 
on Tuesday, APRIL 15, 2025 
at the hour of 1:00 p.m. or 
thereabouts, upon the terms 
of cash on the date of sale or 
10% down and the remainder 
on a credit of 30 days, and I 
will take from the purchaser 
a bond, with good and suffi-
cient surety, for the purchase 
price, payable to myself, with 
interest at the rate of 12% per 
annum from date of sale, said 
bond to have the force and ef-
fect of a judgment, and I shall 
retain a lien upon the property 
so sold for further security on 
the payment of the purchase 
price, and any purchaser may 
pay off his bond at any time 
before maturity, with interest 
accrued up to the date of pay-
ment, on the real estate located 
in Harlan County, Kentucky, 
which is more particularly de-
scribed as follows: 

Location:        
507 Rain Street 

(a/k/a 506 Rain Street)
Harlan, KY  40831

Ky Map ID:     
082-20-46-008.01

 In as much as the Court 
has found that the said real 
property is indivisible and can-
not be divided without materi-
ally impairing its value, it will 
be sold as a whole.  For the 
purchase price, the purchaser, 
with approved surety or se-
curities, must execute bond, 
bearing legal interest from day 
of sale until paid, having the 
force and effect of a judgment.  
Bidders will be prepared to 
comply with these terms. 
This the 18th  day of March, 
2025.   

HON. KELLIE D. WILSON
MASTER COMMISSIONER 
HARLAN CIRCUIT COURT

TCN 3/24/25 - 1 of 3 

STATEWIDE 
CLASSIFIEDS

BUYING CARS
We buy 8,000 cars a week. 
Sell your old, busted or junk 
car with no hoops, haggles or 
headaches. Sell your car to 
Peddle. Easy three step pro-
cess. Instant offer. Free pick-
up. Fast payment. Call 1-844-
440-0399

BUYING HOUSES

We Buy Houses for Cash AS 
IS! No repairs. No fuss. Any 
condition. Easy three step pro-
cess: Call, get cash offer and 
get paid. Get your fair cash of-
fer today by calling Liz Buys 
Houses: 1-888-287-5615

CABLE/UTILITIES
DIRECTV OVER INTERNET 
- Get your favorite live TV, 
sports and local channels. 99% 
signal reliability! CHOICE 
Package, $84.99/mo for 12 
months. HBO Max and Pre-
mium Channels included for 3 

mos (w/CHOICE Package or 
higher.) No annual contract, no 
hidden fees! Some restrictions 
apply. Call IVS 1-888-340-
6138

AFFORDABLE TV & IN-
TERNET. If you are overpay-
ing for your service, call now 
for a free quote and see how 
much you can save! 1-877-
548-7494

Get DISH Satellite TV + In-
ternet!  Free Install, Free 
HD-DVR Upgrade, 80,000 

 
 

NOTICE OF INTENTION TO MINE 
Pursuant to Application 848-0440 

 
 In accordance with KRS 350.055, notice is hereby given that 
4th Gen Fuels, LLC. P.O. Box 298, 29 Grays Branch Road, Grays Knob, 
KY 40829, has applied for a permit for a surface coal mining and 
reclamation operation affecting 318.09 Acres, located 2.44 miles 
northeast of Heads Creek, Harlan County, Kentucky. 
 The proposed operation is located approximately 0.14 miles 
Northeast of Louder Creek Road junction with KY Route 38 road located 
on Clover Fork. 
 The proposed operation is located on the Benham and 
Appalachia U.S.G.S. 7.5-minute quadrangle maps. The operation will 
use the contour, auger/highwall miner method of mining. The permit 
surface area to be disturbed is owned by Penn Virginia Operating 
Company and Calvin Timberlands LLC. 
 The application has been filed for public inspection at the 
Department for Natural Resources’ Middlesboro Regional Office, 1804 
East Cumberland Ave., Middlesboro, Kentucky 40965. 
 Written comments, objections or requests for a permit 
conference must be filed with the Director of the Division of Mine 
Permits, 300 Sower Blvd, Frankfort, Kentucky 40601.   

 
NOTICE OF INTENTION TO MINE 

Pursuant to Application Number 848-0415, Renewal 
 

(1) In accordance with KRS 350.055, notice is hereby given that INMET 
Mining, LLC, 144 East Market Place Blvd, Knoxville, TN, 37922 has applied for 
renewal of a permit for a surface coal mining operation located 2.0 miles southwest 
of Coldiron in Harlan County.  The operation disturbs 95.36 surface acres and 
underlies an additional 186.38 underground acres for a total of 281.74 acres. 
 
(2) The operation is approximately 1.7 miles southwest from KY 3449’s 
junction with Foresters Creek Rd and located in Forester’s Creek.   
 
(3) The operation is located on the Wallins Creek 7 ½ minute quadrangle 
maps.  Surface area is owned by Pocahontas Development and Fred Howard Jr.  
All minerals are owned by Pocahontas Development.   
 
(4) The application has been filed for public inspection at the Department 
for Surface Mining Reclamation and Enforcement’s Middlesboro Regional Office, 
1804 East Cumberland Ave, Middlesboro KY 40965.  Written comments or 
objections must be filed with the Director, Division of Mine Permits, 300 Sower 
Boulevard, Frankfort, Kentucky  40601.   
 
(5) This is the final advertisement of the application.  All comments, 
objections, or requests for a permit conference must be received within thirty (30) 
days of today’s date. 

APPLICATIONS BEING SOUGHT

The City of Benham is accepting applications/resumes 
For the following positions:

A Certified Water Plant Operator and 
A Certified Wastewater Plant Operator (Sewer Department)
Applications can be picked up at Benham City Hall 
Or email cityofbenham@gmail.com for more information.
Phone: 606-848-5506

City of Benham is an Equal Opportunity Employer

On-Demand Movies, Plus 
Limited Time Up To $600 In 
Gift Cards. Call Today! 1-855-
633-4574

DIRECTV- All your entertain-
ment. Nothing on your roof! 
Sign up for Directv and get 
your first three months of Max, 
Paramount+, Showtime, Starz, 
MGM+ and Cinemax includ-
ed. Choice package $84.99/
mo. Some restrictions apply. 
Call DIRECTV 1-866-292-
5435

CELLULAR      
Get Boost Infinite! Unlimited 
Talk, Text and Data For Just 
$25/mo! The Power Of 3 5G 
Networks, One Low Price! 
Call Today and Get The Lat-
est iPhone Every Year On Us! 
855-841-2894

Consumer Cellular - the same 
reliable, nationwide coverage 
as the largest carriers. No long-
term contract, no hidden fees 
and activation is free. All plans 
feature unlimited talk and text, 
starting at just $20/month. For 
more information, call 1-833-
353-2982

DONATIONS (VEHICLES)
GOT AN UNWANTED 
CAR??? DONATE IT TO PA-
TRIOTIC HEARTS. Fast free 
pick up. All 50 States. Patriotic 
Hearts’ programs help veterans 
find work or start their own 
business. Call 24/7: 1-844-
592-4235

FOOD SERVICES
When you want the best, you 
want Omaha Steaks! 100% 
guaranteed and delivered to 
your door! Our Butcher’s De-
luxe Package makes a great 
gift and comes with 8 FREE 
Burgers ONLY $99.99.  Call 
1-877-395-9131

Omaha Steaks Wines. 12 
world class wines (and bonus 
gifts) for ONLY $79.99 (plus 
s/h.) Save $160! 12 new wine 
selections plus a FREE $25 

Omaha Steaks E-reward card 
every three months. Cancel 
anytime. 100% guarantee! Call 
1-844-740-5945 and mention 
code AGJF002 or visit www.
GetOSWine.com/sip169

HEALTH
Stroke and Cardiovascular 
disease are leading causes of 
death, according to the Ameri-
can Heart Association. Screen-
ings can provide peace of mind 
or early detection! Contact 
Life Line Screening to sched-
ule your screening. Special of-
fer - 5 screenings for just $149. 
Call 1-877-465-1309

HOME IMPROVEMENT

NEED NEW WINDOWS?  
Drafty rooms? Chipped or 
damaged frames? Need outside 
noise reduction? New, energy 
efficient windows may be the 
answer! Call for a consultation 
& FREE quote today. 1-844-
592-3968.  You will be asked 
for the zip code of the property 
when connecting.

Replace your roof with the best 
looking and longest lasting ma-
terial – steel from Erie Metal 
Roofs! Three styles and multi-
ple colors available. Guaranteed 
to last a lifetime! Limited Time 
Offer – up to 50% off installa-
tion + Additional 10% off install 
(for military, health workers & 
1st responders.) Call Erie Metal 
Roofs: 1-888-306-0302

WARNING: Your home may 
need new Siding, Windows or 
Roofs. SAVE MONEY before 
the hurricane drives prices back 
up and its to late.  Huge Dis-
counts & Financing available. 
800-350-0591 to learn more.

Eliminate gutter cleaning for-
ever! LeafFilter, the most ad-
vanced debris-blocking gutter 
protection. Schedule a FREE 
LeafFilter estimate today. 20% 
off Entire Purchase. Plus 10% 
Senior & Military Discounts. 
Call 1-866-329-2415

JOB OPENING

The Harlan County Health Department is accepting applica-
tions for a Full Time Public Health Nurse II/HANDS.

General Duties include:  This position serves under the di-
rection of the Nurse Supervisor.  Responsibilities for this po-
sition include, but are not limited to: Provides basic nursing 
functions and services to individuals and families under mod-
erate supervision in a clinic, school or community setting. 
With supervision, applies a variety of technical, interperson-
al, analytical, and organizational skills to problems of health, 
as they affect clients, families, and the community. Conducts 
communicable and preventative disease case finding investi-
gations for the purpose of preventing and controlling diseases 
and disabling conditions and the promotion and maintenance 
of health populations.
 
Minimum Education, Training or Experience:  See special re-
quirements.  One year of Registered Nurse (RN) experience.

Substitution for Education, Training or Experience:  BSN 
may substitute for the one year of experience.  

Special Requirements:  (Age, Licensure, Regulation, Etc.)  
Must have RN license in Kentucky or compact state.

Starting Salary:  $21.52/hr   Grade 18

Apply at https://chfs.wd12.myworkdayjobs.com/CHFS 
Completed application must be submitted by April 8, 
2025.  Transcripts must be provided before the close date if 
post-secondary education is required or may be substituted 
for experience. Transcripts must list the degree awarded.  
Qualified applicants/employees are subject to a pre-screen-
ing, selection for interview, and/or demonstration of skills 
testing.  Employment may be contingent upon a successful 
drug screening and background check.  
  Equal Opportunity Employer. 

JOB OPENING

The Harlan County Health Department is accepting applica-
tions for a Full Time Family Support Worker I.

General Duties include:  This position serves under general 
direction of the Program Coordinator and/or appropriate su-
pervisor.  Responsibilities for this position include, but are 
not limited to: Conduct regular planned visits to establish a 
trusting rapport for eligible HANDS participant/s to assist 
parent/s and or families with child development, parenting 
skills, health services and other needed resources identified at 
assessment or during visits.  Maintain confidentiality of pro-
gram information obtained from home visit/s and exchanged 
while communicating with community and support service 
providers.  Initiate and maintain regular and long term con-
tact and provide support to parents during the prenatal period 
and extending up to, but not inclusive of the child’s second 
birthday, following parent visit assessment.  The responsibil-
ities include home visitations that may take place in the cli-
ent’s home or another community site if justified, that include 
(a) monitoring of the child’s, mother’s and family’s progress 
by making referrals to community resources; such as prena-
tal health services, school, head start, etc.  Tracking appoint-
ments to ensure they are being kept, performing follow-up 
services as identified and performing periodic evaluations of 
the participants’ changing needs, (b) preparation and mainte-
nance of case records which shall be documented with con-
tacts, services needed, reports and progress, (c) consultations 
and (d) crisis assistance.  Confer with Program Coordinator 
and/or Supervisor in cases involving potential collaboration 
with other service providers.

Minimum Education, Training or Experience:  High School 
Diploma or GED.

Substitution for Education, Training or Experience:  N/A  

Special Requirements:  Must be 18 years of age
Must have telephone accessibility
Must have reliable transportation and valid drivers license
Criminal Background Check
On the job training requirement needed within 6 months of 
hire in order to advance:  
HANDS home visitor core training (Must be completed be-
fore family contact can occur)
HANDS wrap-around required training (Specific topical ar-
eas checklist)
CPR Certification
Working knowledge of geographic area and/or ability to lo-
cate participants and community resources with use of maps, 
contacts and directions provided.

Starting Salary:  $13.50/hr  Grade 10

Apply at https://chfs.wd12.myworkdayjobs.com/CHFS 
Completed application must be submitted by April 8, 
2025 Transcripts must be provided before the close date if 
post-secondary education is required or may be substituted 
for experience. Transcripts must list the degree awarded.  
Qualified applicants/employees are subject to a pre-screen-
ing, selection for interview, and/or demonstration of skills 
testing.  Employment may be contingent upon a successful 
drug screening and background check.  

Equal Opportunity Employer. 

 
 

NOTICE OF INTENTION TO MINE 
Pursuant to Application No.848-0426 NW 

 
(1) In accordance with the provisions of KRS 350.055, notice is 
hereby given that Nally & Hamilton Enterprises, Inc., P.O. Box 157; 
Bardstown, Kentucky 40004 (Phone: 502-348-0084), has applied for an 
a permit for a surface coal mining and reclamation operation affecting 
214.0 surface permitted acres and 362.5 underground shadow acres 
located 2.28 miles northeast of Cranks, Ky. in Harlan County.  
 
(2) The proposed operation is approximately 2.28 miles northeast 
from US 421’s junction with KY 568 and located approximately 0.27 
miles East of Cranks Creek.   
 
(3)  The proposed operation is located on the Evarts & 
Pennington Gap U.S.G.S. 7.5 minute quadrangle map. The surface area 
is owned by Penn Virginia Operating Company, LLC, Stone Hill 
Services, LLC, Fred T. Wilhoit, and Blackstone Energy, LTD. 
 
 (4)  The application has been filed for public inspection at the 
Department for Surface Mining, Reclamation and Enforcement’s 
Middlesboro Regional Office, 1804 East Cumberland Avenue, 
Middlesboro, Kentucky 40965. Written comments, objections, or 
requests for a permit conference must be filed with the Director, Division 
of Permits, 300 Sower Blvd, 2nd floor; Frankfort, Kentucky 40601.
  
 
 

 

 

Registration for pupils in kindergarten or the preschool program in the Harlan County Schools and Harlan County 
Head Start for the 2025-2026 school year will be held as follows:

April 14     JACES                    8:30 – 12:30        April 21       Black Mtn Elementary          8:30 – 12:30  

April 15     Evarts Elementary              8:30 – 12:30        April 22       Cawood Elementary              8:30 – 12:30
April 16     Green Hills Elementary      8:30 – 12:30        April 23       Wallins Elementary               8:30 – 12:30
April 17     Cumberland Elementary    8:30 – 12:30        April 24       Rosspoint Elementary           8:30 – 12:30   
 

 Any child who becomes 5-years-old on or before August 1, 2025, is eligible for kindergarten enrollment. 
Any child turning 5-years-old after August 2, 2025 may submit a written request to the Harlan County Board prior 
to September 1 for consideration of early entry.   Please contact school principal for petition process.  Children 
who become 6-years-old on or before August 1 must be enrolled in either kindergarten or a primary program for 
the 2025 - 2026 school year.

 Preschool K-4 registration is open to children who turn 4 on or before August 1, 2025, eligible for free lunch 
and qualify for the at-risk preschool program. Applications will be taken at this time.

 Three (3) year olds may attend K-4 if they have a disability.
 Head Start Registration is open to any child who is 3 or 4 years old on or before August 1, 2025.  

Applications will be taken.
 Please note screenings for the Harlan County Schools Childhood Development Center will be held at each school on the 

dates listed above.

To Enroll:
1. Child must be five- (5) years-old on or before August 1, 2025 for 

kindergarten or three- (3) or four- (4) years-old by August 1, 2025 for 
preschool or Head Start

2. Child must present a certified birth certificate.
3. Child must have a Social Security card.
4. Child will need a physical examination, a current immunization certificate, 

and eye exam.
5. All adults must present a valid i.d. at the screening. Limit two (2) adults per 

child.

In conjunction with registration, all children will be screened in the areas of motor skills, concepts, language, 
vision and hearing.  This screening will help teachers to determine the individual needs of the students.

The screening is free of charge and is offered as a service by the Harlan County Board of Education and 
Head Start to all children attending preschool or kindergarten in the Harlan County Schools and Head Start centers.

*Kindergarten and Preschool 
Registration*

For the 2025 – 2026 school year

By David Chaltas
 
 It was the picture that 
triggered my memory.  It 
could have well been the 
house that I grew up in. For 
some reason I felt a kinship 
and bond with the image.  It 
reminded me of my childhood 
and growing up in the holler 
of Eastern Kentucky. 
 Oh for those days of 
yesteryear.  How many recall 
sweeping the yard, feeding the 
chickens and hogs?  Can you 
recall carrying coal up the path 
and chopping wood?  Do you 
remember walking out of the 
holler to fetch some staples? 
Have you ever placed paper in 
the cracks of the floor to keep 
out the winter wind?  Have 
you ever eaten powdered eggs, 
commodity cheese or peanut 
butter?  Those were the days 
and I wouldn’t trade them for 
a rich man’s pocket lined with 
gold.
 Yes, those days were hard, 
yet they were filled with char-
acter building tasks that have 
been eroded over the years.  I 
recall and embrace the good, 
bad, and ugly of those years 
with pride.  For I would not be 
who I am if I had not experi-
enced the memories that for so 
long I took for granted.
 When mother and I 
moved from the little two 
room log cabin that was nes-
tled deep in the woods around 
Red Oak, Michigan, we moved 
into a bird box house.  It only 
had four rooms.  There was 
fireplaces in the living room 
and bedroom. The kitchen had 
a flu and an old kitchen cabi-
net in a corner with a built-in 
flour sifter.  A maple table with 
fold down leaves was there 
and a metal table with plastic 
on the chairs’ padding.  There 
was a brick flu in a corner and 
the soot had fallen all over the 
floor.  The floor was eight to 
ten-inch boards made of rough 
lumber.  Over the years, people 
had worn the roughness off of 
it.  There was dirty wallpaper 

on the walls and the kitchen 
window filled with seasoned 
cobwebs. 
 The other room was prob-
ably 8x10 in size and had a 
metal twin bed in it.  I used 
that old bed for years.  The 
living room possessed no fur-
niture but it did have a large 
old grate.  The walls had news-
papers pasted on some type 
of board.  It looked like sheet 
rock but consisted of an almost 
wood-like texture.  There was 
a worn-out rug, and someone 
had painted around it.  Papers 
were crammed between the 
cracks of the planks to keep 
out the cold air in the wind-
er.  Mother and I always did 
the same as we ‘winterized’ 
the house.  The windows had 
plastic curtains on them and 
the slightest breeze sent them 
sailing!
 The bedroom was a mir-
ror image of the living room, 
with a fireplace in it as well.  
The chimney was made of mud 
and rock and a solid stone was 
used as the hearths.  There was 
a closet in the area my mother 
chose for her bedroom.  There 
was no running water or a 
bathroom.  An old outhouse sat 
next to the chicken coup just 
past an old shed full of lumber.  
The house design was a prod-
uct of the early 1900s if not 
earlier.  Across the branch was 
a hog lot that my uncle fixed 
up later and put some hogs in 
it.  I was given the chore of 
feeding them rag weeds and 
paid the sum of twenty-five 
cents a week for my labor (Ex-
cerpt from Where’s My Pony?; 
Chaltas, David). 
 I recall when the power 
company came and connect-
ed our electricity.  It was just 
before Christmas.  The lights 
hung from the ceiling and 
mother’s bedroom had a round 
white receptacle attached to 
the ceiling.  The only plug-
ins were on the ceiling light 
hanging from the center of the 
rooms and we had to run ex-
tension cords to plug in lamps.  

Those were the days and I am 
proud to say that those experi-
ences sharpened the blade of 
my life.  I yield to known in 
my love for holler living and 
to this day, I live on that old 
farm in the left hand fork.  I 
offer a poem I penned that has 
been published in one of my 
books.  It is entitled, We Ain’t 
Poor.  

Plastic curtains on our wind-
ers.
Old truck with rusted fenders.
Drawing water from the well.
Carried inside in a pail.

Wringer washer on the porch.
Heating water with a torch.
Outhouse over yonder hill.
Dusk calls of the whippoor-
will.
 
Cutting ragweed to feed the 
hogs.
Chopping wood from dried 
out logs. 
Putting lumber in the shed.
Sleeping on a feather bed.
 
Going to fetch a spring chick-
en.
If I don’t, might catch a lickin! 
Listening to uncles snore.
Walking to the country store.

Waiting on squirrel hunting 
season,
Before the frost and the freez-
ing. 
Take the broom and sweep the 
yard.
Cat head biscuits made with 
lard.

Having to take a sponge bath.
Listening to elders laugh.
Carrying coal up the hill.
Taking husked corn to the 
mill.

Uncles playing a tune or two,
While sipping on their home 
brew.
Chasing fireflies after dark.
Listening to our hound dog 
bark.

Greeting neighbors that you 
meet.
With no brogans on your feet.
Waiting in the creek or branch.
Going to an old barn dance.

Memories of yesterday.
When we all went outside to 
play.
Came back home in time to 
eat.
Gravy, chicken, and hog meat.

Times were hard but there was 
love,
And many blessings from 
above.
It wasn’t then but now it’s 
funny,
Ain’t poor: just got no money!

Holler Life - We Ain’t Poor

HEALTH 
COVERAGE
FOR EVERY 

CHILD.  
That’s worth celebrating.

KCHIP offers quality, no-cost health insurance  
options for both you and your child.  

Find out if you’re eligible at kynect.gov/kchip today!


