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Education

Commission on 
Race and Access to 
Opportunity: Members 
examined barriers faced 
by minority-owned 
businesses in Kentucky 
and explored practical 
solutions. A variety 
of business officials 
addressed key systemic 
challenges faced 
by minority owned 
businesses such as access 
to capital, discrimination, 
and lack of financial 
literacy. Commission 
members also heard about 
initiatives that have helped 
mitigate these barriers 
with competitive loan 
programs and networking 
opportunities. Emphasis 
was placed on building 
partnerships, encouraging 

entrepreneurship, and 
creating a level playing 
field that allows all 
Kentuckians to succeed 
through their hard work 
and innovation.

Artificial Intelligence 
Task Force: Members of 
convened to begin the 
task force’s second year 
of work, focusing on AI’s 
growing and evolving role 
in Kentucky. The Kentucky 
Chamber of Commerce 
provided testimony on the 
status of federal and state 
legislation regarding AI 
and discussed benefits 
and risks of AI adoption. 
Members then heard from 
the Commonwealth Office 
of Technology regarding 
the current status of 
this year’s Senate Bill 4, 
which introduced some of 
Kentucky’s first regulatory 
frameworks for AI. 
Members discussed the 
importance of a consistent 

federal approach, data 
privacy concerns, and the 
role of AI in education.

Disaster Prevention 
and Resiliency Task 
Force: Members received 
an update on the state’s 
response to catastrophic 
flooding in April from the 
Division of Emergency 
Management. The task 
force also discussed 
how other states prepare 
and address natural 
and man-made disaster 
planning and how 
communities may better 
prepare for flooding.

As always, I can be 
reached anytime through 
the toll-free message line 
in Frankfort at 1-800-372-
7181. You can also contact 
me via email at Kim.King@
kylegislature.gov and keep 
track through the Kentucky 
legislature’s website at 
legislature.ky.gov.
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Kids College at ECTC is a fun way 
to get local youth on a college campus 
for some hands-on summer learning. 
This program has been absent for sev-
eral years from the Springfield cam-
pus of Elizabethtown Community and 
Technical College (ECTC), but with 
collaboration between ECTC, Wash-
ington County Schools, and SWEDA, 
Kids’ College returned to the Spring-
field ECTC campus this summer.

According to Daniel Carney, Direc-
tor of SWEDA, approximately 30 
students from Washington County 
had the opportunity to take a 4-day 
course, 5th-8th graders could take 3D 
Design with an emphasis on 3D print-
ing, while 1st-4th graders could learn 
about Robotics.

NEW YORK — Jesse McClain, Nation-
al Award Winner in the 2024 Scholas-
tic Art & Writing Awards, the nation’s 
longest-running and most prestigious 
recognition program for creative teens, 
was invited to New York in June 2025 to 
accept the honor.

McClain attended Scholastics Nationals 
in New York City On June 11, 2025, where 
he was given the Scholastics National 
Visions Medal at Carnegie Hall. Addition-
ally, McClain was chosen to speak at the 
end of the ceremony for a moment via 
recorded video to all the Gold And Vision 
Medalists.

McClain of Washington County High 
School won a Gold Medal for the ceram-
ics category “Fear of Spiders” and an 
additional Gold and American Visions 
Medal for his artwork “Ode to Andy War-
hol.” Other Vision Medalists that have 
been recognized in the past include 
famous names such as the actors John 
Lithgow and Robert Redford, artist Andy 
Warhol, film maker Frances Farmer, and 
writer Steven King.

In the 2024 Scholastic Art and Writ-
ing Awards, over 100,000 teens entered 
nearly 340,000 original works of art and 
writing according to Scholastics. Approxi-
mately 90,000 regional awards were given 
to nearly 50,000 teens, and 2,800 works 
received National Medals nationwide. 
The competition is highly selective, with 
fewer than 8% of entries reaching the final 
round.

McClain, is an 18-year-old from Wash-
ington County. He recently graduated 
from Washington County High School 
and plans to attend the University of Ken-
tucky College of Design in the fall. He 
will be majoring in Architecture with an 
emphasis in historical preservation and 
plans to minor in Art.

From a young age, he has had a pas-
sion for art, constantly drawing and exper-
imenting with multiple media. McClain’s 
artistic journey took a positive turn in 
7th grade when he signed his first art 
commission with Ale8-one and went on 
to win over 200 art competitions on State 
and National levels between 7th and 12th 
grades. Notably, he won 27 Gold Keys 
awards, 9 Silver Keys, 15 Honorable Men-
tions, 2 Regional Vision awards, and went 

on to win the National Visions Medal for 
2024 from Scholastics Art and Writing 
Organization which has been showing art 
nationwide since 1923 making it the lon-
gest, one of the most difficult, and most 
recognized art competitions in the nation.

In addition to his art, McClain enjoys 
spending his free time playing piano, 
spending time with friends, learning new 
things, and helping others. He aspires to 
become an Architect, blending his love 
for Math and Art, with his passion for 
creativity.

ECTC brings back Kids College

Photo courtesy of SWEDA
SWEDA Director Daniel Carney is seen with 
Cody Young, ECTC Professor of Computer-
ized Manufacturing and Machining. SWEDA 
donated the 3D printer seen in the photo 
that was used for the 3D Design course.

McClain honored 
at Carnegie Hall

Photo provided
Jesse McClain proudly wears his Scholas-
tics National Visions Medal outside Carn-
egie Hall in New York. McClain received 
the medal on June 11.
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Right:A child enjoys the inlatable

slide at the Washington County

Public Library on Thursday, July 14.

Children of all ages turned out for

more activities as part of the Sum-

mer Reading Fun program.
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The Springfield
City Coun-

cil held the first reading
of an

amendment to the City Zoning

ordinance at its regular meet-

ing on Tuesday, Ju
ly 12, 2022,

The amendment had a second

reading at a called meeting on

Friday, July
15. The amend-

ment sets ce
rtain standards fo

r

in-home centers in residential

districts.

Other actions taken at the

Tuesday mee
ting include

a brief

presentatio
n by members of

the Elizabeth Maddox Roberts

Society regarding their annu-

al national
conference

that is

held in Springfield
along with

a notation that 2023 will be the

25th year for the conference

and some special prog
rams are

being planned for that event.

The group of fered litt le in

terms of spe
cifics as ever

ything

is in early pla
nning stages

.

Council mem
bers approved a

request by Nightlight C
hristian

Adoption to hold a 5-K run on

October 15 E
CTC Drive.

The council
rejected a request

by a downtown
business to

remove a tree that is blocking

the signage on the front of the

building. Th
e council deci

ded

to deny the req
uest at this t

ime,

since all the tree along Main

Street are to be removed and

replaced in th
e near future

when

the sidewalks are renovated.

The council vote
d to maintain

the appearan
ce of the dow

ntown

district until
that time.

City Clerk Jessica Hart
report-

ed to the cou
ncil that the w

ork is

almost comp
lete on the former

Cecconi’s Re
staurant buil

ding, a

lease has been signed and the

new restaurant wi
ll be call Cec

co-

ni’s Anew. Th
e owners of t

he new

restaurant h
ave begun work on

the interior o
f the restaura

nt with

hopes to open
by Septembe

r.

Main Street Dire
ctor Laura

Haydon gave an update on the

upcoming Af
rican Americ

an Her-

itage Festival. The
festival is to

be held on Friday, Augu
st 5 in

the parking lot behind the judi-

cial center.
Enter tainment for

the evening will include
a con-

cer t by Higher Ground and a

fireworks sho
w. There will

be no

parade this y
ear.

The council vote
d to declare

a 20-acre parcel of re
al estate

behind the n
ew Head Start b

uild-

ing surplus. No
decision was

made regarding the disposition

of this land.

The council will
meet again

in regular sess
ion of Tuesday,

August 9, at 5
:30 p.m.

Springield

CityCouncil

approves

child day care

amendment
BYMADISONBRISCOE
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Washington County Sherif f Jerr
y

Pinkston has requested a budget

amendment for the Sherif f ’s depart-

ment to allow
a salary incre

ase for dep-

uties.
At the July 11 Fiscal Court

meeting,

the court had
their first rea

ding of the

adjusted Sheriff’s bud
get for the fiscal

year 2022-202
3.

The Sheriff’s
Department o

perates on

a calendar ye
ar schedule beginning in

January, whic
h requires their

budget to

be approved i
n December

in the middle

of the fiscal ye
ar.

“I think it’ll help. It n
eeds to be done

in order to retain officers,” Pin
kston

said.

The budget will
increase 7% with

$85,600 for sa
lary adjustme

nts.

This will rais
e the starting pay and

raise the pay
for current of

ficers.

The court ha
s presented a

tier list for

different leve
ls of pay base

d on years of

service. When a new officer is hire
d on,

Sheriff Pinks
ton will decide w

here they

fit on their tie
r scale.

A new hire will start ou
t at $18 an

hour and will earn KLEFPF wages

(Kentucky Law Enforcement
Founda-

tion Program
Fund) after g

raduation. An

officer with 2-10 years of
service will b

e

hired on at $2
3.75 and hour

plus KLEF-

PF wages. An officer with 11-20 years

of experience
will start at $

24.75 with

KLEFPF wag
es.

Officers who
have already

retired and

are looking for full-time
or part-time

work will be p
aid $26 an hou

r.

County Judge Executive Tim
Graves

said this raise should help retain offi-

cers who are opting to work in larger

counties. “W
e want to make sure we

have officers
and other emerge

ncy ser-

vices well-sta
ffed to keep our c

ommuni-

ty safe,” he sa
id.

Judge Graves said with the pay

increase, Washington County would
be

competitive with the other countie
s in

the Lincoln T
rail where the

average pay

is $20.91 an h
our.

Magistrate Phillip Carrico made the

first motion to approve th
e first reading

of the Sheriff
’s budget am

endment and

new salary cap. A second motion was

made byMagistrate Kenn
y Hardin.

Court readsbu
dgetamendme

nt to

raise salariesa
t Sherif’s depa

rtment
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Douglas B. (
Bernie) Lay

is

scheduled to go on trial for

multiple child sexual abus
e

charges on M
onday, July 25

.

According
to cour t of fi -

cials, the trial is expected to

last about th
ree days.

Lay was indicted
on March

13, 2021, on 11 counts of

first-degree sexual abuse
of a

child under the ag
e of 12. The

indictment id
entified two chil-

dren by initials on
ly, to protect

their identity.

On November 17, a grand

jury handed down a separate

indictment c
harging Lay with

eight count
s of first-degr

ee

sodomy of a child under 12

years of age.
Both indictments

allege the incidents occ
urred

between December 1-15 and

October 2020. The
second

indictment does not indicate

whether or n
ot the additional

charges invo
lve the same chil-

dren.
Prior to the jury trail

that is

scheduled for Monday, July

25, Lay will have one more

pre-trial he
aring to hear a

motion to join the two indict-

ments.
Lay is represente

d by attor-

ney Ted Lavit
t, of Lebanon

.

Lay has main
tained his inno-

cence throughout.
It will soon

be up to a jur
y to decide.

Trial for child
sexual abuse c

ase set to beg
in July 25
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Barry Mitchell welcomes one of his guests,

Sam the Turtle, during his performance at the

library on Tuesday, July 12.

SUMMER

FUN

AT THE

LIBRARY
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