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By Lance Blanford

Amid the COVID-19 
pandemic, Kentucky’s la-
bor force participation rate 
dropped to an abysmal 54.7 
percent in June 2020, ac-
cording to the U.S. Bureau 
of Labor Statistics. � ough 
this rate has steadily risen 
and reached 58.1 percent 
in April, plenty of work still 
needs to be done. 
� is will be one of the 

critical issues addressed 
during this year’s State of 
the Workforce Summit. Or-
ganized by the Lincoln Trail 

Workforce Develop-
ment Board (LTWDB), 
the State of the Work-
force Summit is set for 
Wednesday, June 22, at 
Elizabethtown Com-
munity and Technical 
College from 9 a.m. to 
1 p.m. Eastern Time. 

Now in its � � h year, 
the primary goal of the 
summit is to gather a 
diverse group of stake-
holders from across the re-
gion to provide updates on 
the progress of LTWDB’s 
Workforce Crisis Task 
Force in the shared mission 

of providing 
innovative 
s o l u t i o n s 
to regional 
workforce 
challenges 
and capital-
ize on up-
coming op-
portunities. 
Some of the 
key stake-
h o l d e r s 

who have traditionally been 
present during the event in-
clude business owners from 
various industries, human 
resources professionals, 

community support ser-
vices representatives, edu-
cators, and lawmakers. 
� e LTWDB region in-

cludes Hardin, Meade, Nel-
son, Breckinridge, Gray-
son, Washington, LaRue, 
and Marion counties. 

Topics that will be dis-
cussed during this year’s 
summit include obstacles 
to employment, such as 
transportation, housing, 
substance abuse and mental 
health treatment, and ac-
cess to childcare. To a large 

“Jesus Wept.”
John 11:35

“Jesus wept” is the short-
est verse in the Bible.

Do you know what the 
second shortest verse is?

“Be not afraid.“
One side is compassion 

by a loving God for the 
pain and su� ering all His 
children on earth must face 
if they are to live, and God 
does want you to live.  
� e other side is from 

that same loving God tell-
ing us not to lose heart 
when that pain and su� er-
ing comes.

Both are simple sets of 
words that mean so much 
as only God can speak.

Last week a young man 
walked into a Texas school 
and shot to death 19 chil-
dren and two teachers.

No one wishes for death.  

Yet any real parent will al-
ways hope they die long be-
fore their children do.  It’s 
so unnatural for a parent to 
bury their child.  It doesn’t 
have to happen to you to 
know this is true.  

But such horrible, sense-
less massacres of innocent 
people by deranged gun-
men is a common occur-
rence in our country.  � ese 
gunmen are so unhappy 
with life and they want ev-
eryone to su� er with them.  

Your � rst thought when 
tiny school children are 
slaughtered like animals is 
to think of their � nal mo-
ments on this earth and 
what it must have been like.
� e happiest day for a 

kid is the last day of school 
and the beginning of a care-
free summer vacation.  You 
know, when you have no-
where you have to be and 

all the time in the world 
to do it.  When you don‘t 
have any responsibilities 
except to be a kid and en-
joy life with your family 
and friends.  You can play 
ball, watch television, climb 
trees, swim and ride your 
bikes.   � ose lazy hot days 
of summer that only a kid 
can appreciate so much be-
fore they grow up and face 
the problems of the world.

Cindy and I were watch-
ing our three grandkids 
ages 3 to 8 playing base-
ball last week.  We actually 
drove a round trip of  300 
miles a� er Cindy got o�  

of work for those games.  
Sounds crazy but the truth 
is it was worth it for us to 
see the excitement in their 
faces of hitting a ball and 
trying to get to base.  It was 
so much fun.

I really would rather die 
than have the image of 
my kids or grandkids shot 
to death and burned into 
my memory.  How do you 
make it past that?  An acci-
dent is bad enough but how 
do you wake up everyday 
knowing that someone you 
love su� ered so much at the 
hands of another.
� at must be what hell is 

like.
� ose children down in 

Texas were so very young, 
so very innocent, so very 
loved and now they are 
gone.  

What can you do when 
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Letters to the Editor
� e Spring� eld Sun welcomes letters to the 

Editor on topics of public interest. Timely let-
ters about local topics will receive priority in 
placement.
� e Sun reserves the right to edit for brev-

ity, content and clarity all letters submitted 
for publication. Below are some guidelines for 
having your letter published.

• Only original letters will be published and 
submissions must be clearly labeled as submis-
sions for “Letter to the Editor.”

• Please keep letters short and to the point, 
with a recommended length of 250 words. Let-
ters must include a printed name and signa-
ture of the author, as well as address and phone 
number for our contact purposes. Unsigned 
letters and ones without contact information 
will not be published.

• Submissions can be mailed or submitted 
in person at 108, Progress Avenue, Spring� eld, 
Kentucky 40069, or through our website at 
www.thespring� eldsun.com.

 PUBLISHER’  S NOTICE

 All real estate advertising in this newspaper is subject to the 
 Fair Housing Act which makes it illegal to advertise “any 
 preference, limitation or discrimination based on race, color, 
 religion, sex, handicap, familial status or national origin, or an 
 intention to make any such preference, limitation or 
 discrimination.” Familial status includes children under the age 
 of 18 living with parents or legal custodians, pregnant women 
 and people securing custody of children under 18. This 
 newspaper will not knowingly accept any advertising for real 
 estate, which is in violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
 informed that all dwellings advertised in this newspaper are 
 available on an equal opportunity basis. To complain of 
 discrimination, call HUD toll-free at 1-800-699-9777. The 
 toll-free telephone number for the hearing impaired is 1-
 800-927-9275.  EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY

The opinions expressed on this page are 
not those of  The Sun or its staff. They 
are the views of the individual contribu-
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Jesus Wept

Fifth annual State of the Workforce 
Summit seeks to address 
challenges, opportunities 

Deathís 
Lament

 “Lament: a 
passionate ex-
pression of grief 
or sorrow.”

---dictionary.
com 

“Isn’t it horrible,” two residents chime in 
unison at the long-term care facility where 
I make a pastoral visit. � ey point to the 
television, tuned to the news of the Texas 
school massacre. 

I had stepped into their room a� er walk-
ing down the hall, having prayed with a 
resident in her � nal stage of life, who ques-
tions why she is still here, why dying lin-
gers, why it won’t release her from this life 
to the next.

We lament for the ones who are ready to 
meet their Lord and for the others----the 
innocent children whose precious lives a 
gunman so ruthlessly snatched from them. 

We lament our world, for it is a harsh 
world, peppered with lightning strikes that 
kill the unsuspecting, cancers of all kinds 
and varieties that ravage the once healthy. 
And we lament tortured souls who commit 
evil atrocities. We know the slow, painful 
deaths and witness the sudden ones that 
jolt us. We lament that we cannot seem to 
change it, this world we live in, this world 
that operates on an imperfect template. We 
lament that no matter how much we try, the 
wrong still pokes its ugly head out of the 
dark abyss, and mocks our e� orts.

Only a few days ago, I was rubbing my 
brother’s swollen feet with a towel I’d soaked 
in cold water. He felt hot, one of his cancer’s 
e� ects as it intensi� ed its attack. It had in-
vaded his liver, painting his skin a jaundicy, 
pale yellow.

“I don’t want to go through this,” was the 
closest he came to complaining. Nodding 
my head as I listened, I thought of Jesus in 
Gethsemane’s garden, “Father, if you are 
willing, please take this cup of su� ering 
away from me” (Luke 22:42). And I hated 
that my brother had to experience the cup 
of su� ering. 

Knowing that the Lord chose not to es-
cape his journey brought me some solace, 
for our Lord traveled to the Other Side in 
victory. And he did go through with it. He 
did accomplish his mission. And the angels 
announced his resurrection to the highest 
heavens, promising us hope. 

For some, death comes much too early, 
leaving childhood rooms decorated with 
toys and baby books and shattered dreams 
forever unful� lled. For others, death lingers 
and hovers, and only a� er a � ght, at last 
latches onto the arms of the su� erer, relin-
quishing them to their everlasting appoint-
ment in the a� erlife. 

But in the very act of lamenting, there 
is the acknowledgment of joy and happi-
ness that’s been displaced by sadness. If our 
world were perfect, there would be no sad-
ness and no reason to grieve. In this vale 
of tears in which we live, we still have rea-
sons to smile, occasions for laughter, and 
reunions with loved ones from way back 
when. And we have hope. Always hope.

A perfect world would have no pain, no 
heartache, no mosquito bites, no skinned 
knees, no cancer, no crazed shooter, no 
deaths. Every story would end happily ever 
a� er. And that would be another world, not 
the one we know, not this world with � awed 
and vulnerable people. What would joy be 
if we knew nothing else, didn’t know life 
without it? 

And so, we lament, yearning for what 
could have been and what we hope will one 
day be. 

My brother lamented his pain in the hour 
of death, setting his tired eyes on the wife 
he had to leave too soon, gazing into her 
eyes with a love he could not let go but had 
to. And yet, he didn’t complain. 

Ann Voskamp said: “Lament is a cry of 
belief in a good God, a God who has His 

See WORK page 7See LAMENT, page 6

Lance Blandord

Without a doubt, our 
� rst responders have been 
through a lot over the past 
two years. Not only have 
they faced the stress of 
� ghting on the front lines 
of a global pandemic, but 
they have also seen � rst-
hand the impact of our 
drug addiction epidemic. 

As a member of the Ken-
tucky General Assembly, 
I want to be clear that we 
support our � rst respond-
ers. We stand with the 
paramedics, EMT’s and 
� re� ghters who rush to 
the scene of an emergency. 
Likewise, we reject calls to 
defund the police. 
� e General Assembly 

tackled several key issues 
during this year’s legisla-
tive session, but none of 
them took priority over 
helping Kentucky’s � rst 
responders. We approved 
legislation underscoring 
this commitment, from ex-

panding resources for law 
enforcement and those on 
the frontlines to increasing 
pay for the Kentucky State 
Police. With this week’s up-
date, I would like to share 
some details about the steps 
we took to support our � rst 
responders this session:

Clarifying Personnel 
Policies during Manda-
tory States of Emergency: 
HB 49 extends the existing 
practice of allowing eligible 
overtime attributable to a 
state of emergency to in-
clude overtime earned be-
cause of an emergency as 
declared by a local govern-
ment when the Governor 
authorizes mobilization 
of the Kentucky National 
Guard.

Lifeliners Act: � is im-

portant measure, HB 79, in-
cludes telecommunicators 
as eligible participants in 
the Law Enforcement Pro-
fessional Development and 
Wellness Program in order 
to extend mental health re-
sources.

Enrolling O�  cers in 
KLEPF: We approved HB 
137 this session, which adds 
to the de� nition of a police 
o�  cer to include joint task 
force members, county at-
torney investigators, pro-
cess servers for juvenile 
courts, and commonwealth 
attorney’s investigators to 
make them eligible for the 
annual Kentucky Law En-
forcement Foundation Pro-
gram Fund supplement.

Peace O�  cer Certi� ca-
tion: A bipartisan e� ort, 
HB 206 prevents those with 
a history of sexual assault 
from becoming a peace of-
� cer. � is bill extends the 
prohibition to misdemean-

ors in the quali� cations for 
becoming a peace o�  cer. It 
ensures that those who are 
meant to protect the citi-
zens have not been convict-
ed of a sexual misconduct 
crime. 

Raises for Kentucky State 
Police Troopers: � is ses-
sion the legislature passed 
HB 259, codifying the 
$15,000 raises for KSP 
troopers provided for in 
HB 1.

911 Next Generation 
Fund: We also shi� ed the 
portion of the funding 
from the Commercial Mo-
bile Radio Service (CMRS) 
fund to the 911 Next Gen-
eration Fund. HB 363 to 
ensures that every dispatch 
center has the most up to 
date technology to support 
� rst-responders.

Eliminating Outdated 
Law Enforcement Recruit-
ment Protocols: � is mea-

Helping those who help us and 
honoring our Thin Gray Line

See KING, Pagae 6
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O ften, the little 
worries surprise 
us the most, 

arriving 
like special 
operation 
forces, attacking 
us in the middle 
of the night.

None of them 
by themselves 
pose an ominous 
threat. It’s not 
like the Huns 
are pounding 
on the city gate, 
threatening to destroy 
civilization as we know 
it. But one by one, they 
mount their attack, 
lining up to destroy an 
otherwise restful sleep. 
During the day, we 
ignore them, but in the 
middle of the night, they 
demand our attention.

I mistakenly 
submitted the wrong 
book for one of my 
theology classes. 
The identification 
of the classes was 
similar, with only one 
number differentiating 
them. Mine wasn’t a 
monumental mistake; 
the class doesn’t begin 
for weeks, so it should 
be an easy correction.

But that’s not what 
my army of worries told 
me at 3 a.m. “What if 
students have already 
ordered the books 
online, only to find them 
unnecessary for the 
class?” the little army’s 
captain whispered. “And 
what about the other 
class that will need the 
book? They won’t know 
they need to purchase 
it. Won’t you have to 
rearrange the syllabus?”

Books, like everything 
else, have become more 
expensive. And so, my 
anxiety army expanded 
its assault to encompass 
potential complaints. 
“What about the dozens 
of emails you will 
receive from students 
wanting to know why 
you required them to 
buy an expensive book 
that wasn’t germane to 
the syllabus?”

That word “expensive” 
led to financial 
questions. “By the 

way,” the voice queried, 
“are you sure you 
have enough in your 

retirement 
account? What 
if you end up 
destitute? How 
will you seek 
employment 
when you’re 
85? Will you be 
healthy enough 
to work?

The mention 
of health 
empowered the 

“anxiety army” all the 
more. “Haven’t you read 
how important sleep 
is to your health? Of 
course, you have. So 
what are you doing at 
3 a.m. trying to sleep? 
Lack of sleep is harmful 
to your health.”

No one in the history 
of the world has gotten 
back to sleep when 
worried about getting 
back to sleep, especially 
when fearful that a lack 
of sleep may keep them 
from ever seeing the 
sun rise again.

For the record, 
studies show that 
approximately 85% of the 
things we worry about 
never happen. But, of 
course, statistics don’t 
diminish our worry. We 
worry that our worry 
is in that 15%. We’re 
like the person who 
quipped: “When I don’t 
have anything to worry 
about, I begin to worry 
about that.”

So, what to do?
Anxiety can stimulate 

creativity. If it’s a matter 
we can do something 
about, do that. I’ve 
gotten up in the wee 
hours to work on a 
project or write out 
possible solutions to a 
problem that bothered 
me. It’s easier to rest 
once we’ve addressed 
the elephant in 
our mind. There is 
satisfaction in knowing 
we’ve done something 
about the potential 
problem.

But we are helpless in 
resolving many things, 
like the weather or the 
economy.

Little worries

DAVID B.
WHITLOCK 

LIFE MATTERS

“One day you will tell your story 
of how you overcome what you are 
going through now, and it will become 
someone’s survival guide.”

Brene Brown

The big storm that 
took out Somerset 
and London a 

couple of weeks ago 
was frightening for us 
personally. Our daughter 
Brenda lives in Somerset 
with her husband Kris 
and were in the middle 
of it. Thank the good Lord 
they are okay but their cars 
were pounded to death by hail. 
Fortunately they have insurance 
for that situation but many 
others lost everything, including 
their lives.

Another daughter, Belle, knew 
a fellow she went to school with. 
He had just graduated from college 
prior to the tornadoes touching 
down. His grandmother saw the 
graduation. Two days later her 
home was destroyed while she was 
in it. Her life ended in that horrific 
event. The young man went from 
one of the happiest days of his life 
to the saddest at what must have 
seemed like the flip of a switch.

We were watching the weather 
develop on television that night. 
I decided that I would go to bed 

when it became clear that the worst 
of the squall was passing us by. 
Cindy was still up watching the 

progress of the storms. I 
told her “Don’t wake me if it 
looks like the tornadoes are 
going to get me. I always 
wanted to die in my sleep.” 
It seemed pretty funny at 
the time. Not so much later.

I slept late the next 
morning. When I woke I 
found Cindy on the phone 
talking with Brenda who 
was shell-shocked as she 

had been up all night due to the 
storms by herself. Kris is a home 
healthcare worker for disabled 
people. He works at a residential 
house taking care of four 
individuals who live there. He made 
it there okay but later the storm 
took out some houses a few blocks 
over. Kris ended up staying there 
for 36 hours until his relief could 
make it in due to the mess.

Brenda had been texting 
Cindy while everything was 
going on but it wasn’t until the 
next morning that she saw this 
big string of messages for her 
on the phone. Let me tell you, it 
was scary hearing about it first 
hand. I’m sure you’ve all seen the 
destruction on television and the 
internet. But it’s something to 
hear from someone that actually 
witnessed the devastation and loss. 

I’ve been through a few storms but 
nothing like what those folks went 
through.

Someone asked me if I 
thought God was trying to tell us 
something with all these storms. I 
don’t think so.

I believe that God created earth 
and heaven. This is not heaven. We 
are subject to the whims of nature 
down here. It can be good and it 
can be bad. Our lives are fragile. 
What I try to remember is that 
no matter how good things are in 
the moment, my life can turn on a 
dime. I am not promised a future 
here. My health, my possessions, 
my family and even my life will one 
day leave this world. So, I’m trying 
real hard to always remember that 
fact.

The only thing that I truly 
possess is my eternal soul. I need 
to do a better job trying to keep 
it clean. I need to help those that 
need help, have understanding 
for those that have wronged me 
and ask for mercy from those that 
I have wronged. I need to be less 
judgmental of others so I can hope 
God will also judge me for all my 
sins the same way.

These are just a few thoughts I 
had after talking with Brenda and 
Belle.

Life is short but God is always 
with you.

Be God strong.

Tornado Alley

KEN
BEGLEY

The House Judiciary 
Committee plays 
a vital role in 

shaping the 
laws that impact 
Kentuckians 
every day. 
From contracts 
and courts to 
juvenile justice, 
jails, prisons, 
and other 
correctional 
facilities, the 
issues before 
this committee 
are broad and deeply 
consequential.

While every legislative 
committee reviews 
new laws, the Judiciary 
Committee is especially 
significant because 
it helps establish the 
legal framework that 
underpins both our civil 
and criminal justice 
systems. Its work defines 
and defends our rights 
and responsibilities, 
ensures accountability, 
and promotes public 
safety.

Here are several key 
pieces of legislation 
approved by the House 
Judiciary Committee 

during the 2025 session:
Addressing Property 

Damage and Loss Caused 
by Squatters — 
HB 10 streamlines 
the process for 
law enforcement 
to remove 
squatters from 
private property 
while enhancing 
penalties for those 
who unlawfully 
damage real 
estate.

Strengthening 
Domestic Violence Laws 
— HB 38 makes violating 
a protective order three 
times in five years a class 
D felony.

Enhancing 
Accountability in 
Criminal Justice 
Institutions — HB 
136 requires the 
annual report made 
to the legislature by 
the Department of 
Corrections to include 
additional data on 
persons released from a 
correctional institution, 
including time served, 
gang-affiliation, drug 
test results, educational 
attainment, and 

recidivism.
Penalizing Failure to 

Return Rented/Leased 
Personal Property — 
HB 201 expands the 
definition of theft by 
failure to make required 
disposition of property to 
include situations where 
an individual retains 
rental or lease equipment 
or other items valued 
at $100 or more beyond 
the contractually agreed 
period.

Protecting the 
Integrity of Legislative 
Proceedings — HB 
399 creates the crime 
of interference with a 
legislative proceeding for 
knowingly engaging in 
disorderly or disruptive 
conduct in any legislative 
building that disrupts, 
impedes, or prevents 
the legislature from 
conducting business.

Honoring Kentuckians 
— HB 662 protects the 
personally identifiable 
information of judicial 

officers and their 
immediate family 
members; establishes a 
process for the removal 
of personally identifiable 
information from publicly 
available content.

Banning 
Taxpayer-Funded Gender 
Transitions in Prison 
— SB 2 prohibits public 
resources from being 
used to fund cosmetic 
services or elective 
procedures like gender 
transitioning surgeries 
and hormone therapies. 
The measure allows for 
eligible drug or hormone 
therapies to be tapered 
off if a health care 
provider documents that 
ending the treatment 
immediately would cause 
harm to the inmate.

Protecting Critical 
Infrastructure — SB 64 
strengthens penalties for 
the theft of copper from 
critical infrastructure, 
including cable, 

Session results: Judiciary

KIM
KING

STATE REPRESENTATIVE

Landfills are 
brimming with 
empty plastic 

containers. 
Either their 
users didn’t 
bother to 
recycle them, or 
they were not 
recyclable due 
to their complex 
chemical 
compositions.

Plastic 
was first 
manufactured in 
1856, became popular 
after World War II, and 
its popularity surged in 
the 1960’s.

Unfortunately, almost 
100% of plastic products 
are derived from oil, 
which, once removed 
from the ground, cannot 
be replaced.

Oil is one of the 

world’s most valuable 
natural resources, 
providing almost half of 

the energy used 
by industrial 
nations, and the 
people of North 
America alone 
use more than 20 
million barrels of 
it each day!

Crude oil 
must be refined 
before it can 
be made into 
useful products 

such as gasoline, jet 
fuel, kerosene, diesel 
oil, wax, lubricating oil, 
grease, and asphalt.

So, before pitching 
that plastic product into 
the garbage or trash, 
think of its source, and 
consider recycling it to 
help save our precious 
oil supply.

Recycle that 
plastic

SR. JOEL
GUBLER 
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