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Flscal Court approves tornado cleanup oversight, several new hires

By Madison Nantz
Staff Writer

t its regular meeting
Thursday morning,
the Laurel County Fiscal

Court approved several
items related to tornado
recovery and county op-
erations for the upcoming
fiscal year.
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Pictured at the podium is Laurel County Judge-Executive David Westerfield. From
left, the magistrates include John Crawford, Danny Smith, Bobby Overbay, Jeff
Book, Billy Oakley, and Richard Bales.

Judge-Executive Da-
vid Westerfield received
approval to bring in DRC
Emergency Services to
oversee remaining tornado

debris cleanup through lo-
cal subcontractors. He was
also authorized to hire a
company to handle FEMA
documentation related to
the cleanup, as well as a
monitoring company to
meet FEMA requirements
for debris removal tracking.

As for personnel matters,
multiple new hires were ap-
proved. Jordan Dalrymple,
who will serve as retire-
ment clerk, will enter her
role on June 16. Dalrymple
will earn $21 per hour for
the position.

Following the retirement
of two road department
employees, the depart-
ment saw two new hires
— William Antrim and
Billy Goforth. Antrim will
earn $15 per hour, whereas
Goforth will make $14 an
hour due to not having his

CDL (commercial driver’s
license).

Further, six temporary
employees will be hired to
haul debris, each earning
$30 an hour.

In new business, the
court approved bids for ma-
terials to be used during the
2025-2026 fiscal year.

During the county trea-
surer’s  report, several
transfers and approvals
were made, including:

— Approval of May
claims with no discussion.

— An intra-fund transfer,
also approved without dis-
cussion.

— The adoption of
standing orders for the
2025-2026 fiscal year.

— The closure of the
county’s ARPA (American
Rescue Plan Act) account
after funds were fully allo-

cated and spent.

The cash transfer report
included $500,000 from the
occupational tax fund to
the road fund, $299,848.67
from the ARPA fund to
general fund, and $800,000
from the occupational tax
fund to general fund.

Judge Westerfield closed
Thursday’s meeting by
thanking those involved
with tornado relief efforts.

“I just appreciate every-
body in the county for pull-
ing together and trying to
help these people,” Wester-
field stated.

The Laurel County Fis-
cal Court regularly meets
at 8:45 a.m. on the second
Monday and 9:30 a.m. on
the final Thursday of each
month. The fiscal court’s
next meeting will take
place Monday, June 9.
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a  special-called
meeting last Tues-
day afternoon, the Lon-
don-Laurel County Tourist
Commission approved its
2025-2026 budget propos-
al.

According to Execu-
tive Director Kim Collier,
there was a total revenue
of $750,900. Collier said
last year’s expenses for
advertising and promotion
were $540,628 due to an
ARPA (American Rescue
Plan Act) grant. This year
however, the expenses sit at
$260,686.

“We’re kind of getting
back to normal after hav-
ing an influx of money
we didn’t have,” Collier

tourist

stated. “The next page is
operations, tourism office,
banquet hall, and personnel
for a total of all expenses at
$677,644. Then the reve-
nue is $750,900.”
Additionally  approved
was a pay raise for Angeli-
que Hatmaker, the commis-
sion’s secretary. Treasurer
Randy Singh said commis-
sioners had previously dis-
cussed the raise. With no
new discussion, Commis-
sioner Tom Handy made the
motion to approve the item,
seconded by Commissioner
Mackey Williams.
Commissioners went on
to approve the 2024-2025
budget amendments. The
motion was made by Com-
missioner Scott Smith and
seconded by Williams after

comm1ss1on discusses finances

commissioners  reviewed
the checking account regis-
ter through March, Collier
sharing the account balance
was $58,761.81.

Finally, the commission
approved the payment of an
invoice to Bolton’s for ex-
tracting water after a sprin-
kler system pipe erupted
due to frozen water, which
caused flooding. The mo-
tion to do so came from
Smith, seconded by Handy.

The London-Laurel
County Tourist Commis-
sion convenes for regular
meetings on the third Tues-
day of each month at Her-
itage Hills, located at 472
Falls Street in London. The
commission’s next regular
meeting will be held June
10 at 12 noon.

The commission convened to discuss financial matters.

COMMUNITY CALENDAR

CASA NEEDS VOL-
UNTEERS — CASA of
Knox and Laurel Counties
is seeking individuals to
be volunteer advocates for
children in the foster care
system of Knox and Lau-
rel counties. In order to be
a volunteer advocate, you
will need to complete a 30-
hour online guided learn-
ing training curriculum,
pass three background
checks and be sworn in
by the family court judge.
Please contact the CASA
office at 606-389-5968 for
more information.

MOMS GROUP OF
LONDON — On the sec-
ond Wednesday of every
month the Moms Group
of London gets together at
Corinth Baptist Church to
encourage and uplift one
another from 9 to 11 a.m.
Breakfast, fellowship,
crafts and child care are
provided.

NAR-ANON FAMILY
GROUPS — A 12-step
program for family and
friends of addicts. Addic-
tion is a family disease. It
affects the relationships of
those close to the addict:
parents, spouses, siblings,
children, longtime friends,
and employers. If some-
one’s addiction is affec-
tion you, first you must
help yourself. Nar-Anon
is a 12-step support group
for families and friends of

addicts. There are no dues
or fees to join. Just come
to a meeting. You will
hear others, who are going
through similar problems,
talk about how they cope
and find recovery. The
meetings are at Trinity
Chapel, 242 Levi Jackson
Mill Road, London, every
other Friday evening at
7 p.m. You may message
Kate Hoskins-Wilder, Bet-
ty Black-Phillips, or Trin-
ity Chapel on Facebook
if you have any questions
or concerns. Also to mes-
sage for exact dates of the
meetings.

AL-ANON — Call 888-
425-2666 for more infor-
mation. Meetings held at
the following churches:

e First United Methodist
Church, 301 W. Fifth St.,
AA and Al-Anon every
Monday and Thursday at
8 p.m. in London.

e St. John’s Episcopal
Church, every Tuesday at
6 p.m. in Corbin.

e Corbin Presbyterian
Church, ever Friday at 12
noon in Corbin.

KENTUCKY WOM-
EN’S CANCER SCREEN-
ING PROGRAM — Fed-
erally funded public health
program providing free or
low-cost breast and cervi-
cal cancer screening and
diagnostic services to eli-
gible women in Kentucky.
Services like mammo-

respectively.

CORRECTION

An article in last week’s edition incorrectly listed
FEMA maximum payments for serious needs and
housing. The correct figures are $770 and $43,600,

Find us on
Facebook

CONVENIENT DRIVE-THRU!

grams and Pap tests are of-
fered through local health
departments and partici-
pating clinics around the
state. To find the provider
nearest you call toll free
(844) 249-0708.

LAUREL COMMUNI-
TY LIONS AND LEX-
INGTON LIONS CLUBS
— Free diabetes screening
for groups in the Laurel
County area. Trained per-
sonnel conduct a lifestyle
survey and a blood test is
done to determine your
A1C level, which is a pre-
dictor of Diabetes.

Please call to schedule
your group of 15 or more.
Businesses, government,
first responders, churches,
veterans, and other groups
are welcome to call for
your free diabetes screen-
ing. Contact Doris Callebs
(606-312-8844).

DAV CHAPTER 66
— 2 certified and trained
service officers (1 state, 1
chapter) to assist all vet-
erans and/or their depen-
dents with VA claims.

For dates and times or
more information, call
chapter at 606-877-1308
or Bob Ellison at 606-862-
0032. Leave your name,
number and a short mes-

sage.
VETERANS COFFEE
MUSTER —  Starting
at 10 a.m., 85 Industry

Drive, London Ky 40744.
This is a free event for
Veterans and their fami-
lies in Laurel County and
surrounding counties.
Hosted by your Laurel
County Military Suicide
Prevention Coalition, as
a way to show our appre-
ciation for you. We also
want to provide resources
on site, if you should need
assistance or have ques-
tions. This is a reoccurring
muster, happening on the
fourth Wednesday of each
month. Please join us for
coffee, doughnuts, and
camaraderie. We look for-
ward to meeting you!
VFW — Monthly post

SEE CALENDAR, PAGE 13A
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SATURDAY, JUNE

OPEN HOUSE!

7TH - 10AM 2PM

3 isting Agent:
| Sherman Clark 606-224-1952
. Hosting Agent:
Elaine Parrott 606-682-0151

SATURDAY, JUNE

560 1 Beverly Rd. Corbin, KY 40701

7TH » 12 PM - 2 PM

MLS# 25011498

15 April Lane Corbin, KY 40701
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 9TH - 2 PM -4 PM

711 Collidge St. London, KY 40741

Listing &
Hosting
agent:
# Shawn Fisher
™) 606-312-6632

Listing Agent:
Sherman Clark 606-224-1952
Hosting Agent:
Elaine Parrott 606-682-0151

Lising &

Hosting
agent:

Sherman
Clark

_| 606-224-1952
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REALTORS

Ford Brothers

Ford Brothers

Devin Ford, Broker

606-878-7112 + 800-526-1637
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www.wrlondon.com
London, KY

ABSOLUTE
DOUBLEHEADER
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ABSOLUTE LIVE/ONLINE AUCTION
RICK AND TERESA POWELL
125 ACRES (OFFERED IN 7 TRACTS) WITH
HOUSE, CABIN, BARNS AND OUTBUILDINGS
SATURDAY, JUNE 7, 2025 — 10:30 A.M.
6481 Hwy 2004, McKEE, KY

« This is an exceptional property with gorgeous natural
beauty, a nice brick home, comfortable cabin (used as a
rental), ponds, barns, a waterfall, green pastures, lush
wooded areas teeming with wildlife and scenic views of
surrounding properties (one view of a lake).

* The property measures just over 125 acres by survey

and will be offered in 7 tracts ranging in size from small
baby farms to large agricultural and wooded tracts (tract
division survey pending). The tracts will be offered individ-
ually and in combinations at Ford Brothers’ Multi-parcel

auction.

» The main house has a brick exterior and features a
kitchen with island, dining room, living room, family room/
den with double fireplace, sunroom, spacious laundry
room, 3 bedrooms, 2 full bathrooms, enclosed back porch
and 2 car attached garage. Other features include central
heat and air conditioning (electric heat pump), hardwood
and tile floors throughout, covered front porch and recent
improvements including roof, replaced windows in house
and sunroom and a fireplace insert.

* The cabin has been used as a short term rental. It
features 1 bedroom, 1 bathroom, a great room with living,
dining and kitchen areas, electrical mini-split heat and air
conditioning and its own septic system.

REAL ESTATE PREVIEW: June 2nd, 4:00 to 6:00 P.M.
and June 7th, 9:00 AM to 10:30 AM

REAL ESTATE TERMS: 20% down, balance due in full

within 30 days.

ABSOLUTE ONLINE AUCTION
CAMPER, FURNITURE AND PERSONAL PROPERTY
BIDDING ENDS MONDAY, JUNE 9, 2025 - 6:00 P.M.

6481 Hwy 2004, McKEE, KY

PERSONAL PROPERTY PREVIEW: June 2nd, 4:00 PM
to 6:00 PM and June 9th, 4:00 PM to 6:00 pm

TERMS OF PERSONAL PROPERTY: Payment in full at
end of auction. For a complete list of terms, visit fordbroth-

ersinc.com

There will be a 10% Auction Premium will be added to

final bid.

Visit fordbrothersinc.com to view a copy of a survey map,
to see a complete list of terms and conditions and to place

a bid online.

AUCTIONEER:
DEVIN FORD

€

lond:

www.fordbrothersinc.com
London, KY
606-878-7111
800-526-1637
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