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I don’t just rely on fall color 
to tell me the seasons are 
about to change; there are 

so many other little 
things to observe 
that help me make 
the transition. 
Gossamer webs 
floating in the air, 
the long shadows of 
a sun falling slowly 
in the southern 
sky, walnuts hidden 
in the grass, and 
robins flocking in 
search of crabapples 
and other fall fruit.

These are the signs of fall 
to me; they prove mostly 
comforting but also remind 
me that I need to get 
ready for the first frost and 
inevitable hard freeze, after 
which there is no turning 
back. Maybe we will have 
a brief return to summer, 
with a warm stretch in 
November, maybe not.

No matter, the tropical 
house plants are making 
their way back into the 
house where they will take 
up residence in a sunny 
window, most will be put on 
a diet of little water and no 
food so they can rest a bit 
through the short days of 
winter. Orchids sit on my 
desk in the sun; I’ll wait for 
the emerging sheaths to 
turn to bloom later in the 
winter. The holiday cacti 
and amaryllis will sit in a 
room that has natural light 
so they will set their buds 
accordingly.

But the thing that really 
steals the show this time 
of the year is, indeed, what 
we call fall. The senescence 
of foliage is a remarkable 
physiological response that 
marks part of the seasonal 
cycle for deciduous plants. 
Bernd Heinrich, in his 
book Summer World, 
discusses the likely 
evolutionary response to 
snow and ice load. Trees 
with broad leaves learned 
that shedding leaves in fall 
would reduce the damage 
that may occur in winter if 
there was ice and snow. So, 
over a very long period of 
time the art of senescence 
by deciduous trees was 
perfected to maximize 
the storage of food, 
refresh your foliage, and 
provide a rest up top while 
continuing to establish 
a stronger root system 
below. Plus, all those falling 
leaves in the fall turned into 
organic matter which the 
tree could snack on for the 
rest of the winter. That’s 
sustainable.

So, I have been waiting 
for the color to start 
draining from the leaves…
its early October, after 

all. But for many in 
Kentuckiana the recent dry 
spell may make for an early 

(and less colorful) 
senescence. 
Drought conditions 
also make for a 
faster leaf drop 
which is a survival 
mechanism since 
trees transpire 
moisture through 
their foliage. 
Interestingly, those 
fall colors are always 
there; they are 

just waiting for the green 
produced by chlorophyll 
to drain back into the tree 
for stored energy during 
dormancy.

Here’s what happens 
in the seasonal cycle of 
a tree: during the long 
days of summer trees are 
continuously replenishing 
their supply of chlorophyll, 
which uses sunlight and 
carbon dioxide to make food 
for the tree in the form of 
carbohydrates. As the days 
get shorter and the amount 
of sunlight decreases, trees 
take what chlorophyll is left 
and drain it back into the 
tree for stored energy. As 
the chlorophyll drains from 
the leaves the fall color is 
revealed.

What makes for 
the rainbow of colors 
underneath the mask 
of chlorophyll-green? 
Pigments called carotenoids 
(yellow, brown, and 
orange), anthocyanin 
(reds and purples), and 
a combination of the two 
create the dramatic reds, 
bronze and bright orange 
found in sumacs and oaks.

The carotenoid pigments 
are always present in the 
leaves, but the anthocyanins 
are produced later in 
the summer, triggered 
by cooler evening 
temperatures and shorter 
days. More anthocyanins 
will be produced if this time 
period is warm and sunny 
because it allows for extra 
sugar production. More 
sugar means more intense 
color and more sugar 
means more sun; so, a late 
summer with clear sunny 
days and cool nights means 
more vibrant fall color. It 
seems like some of us may 
be on track for some good 
fall color if you did get some 
rain in late summer- we did 
and we are having clear 
days and cool nights so I am 
optimistic that we will see 
some color. The black gum 
is showing some red and 
it’s usually the first to turn. 
But, for now, I’ll be watching 
the robins, squirrels and 
spiders for my autumn 
correlation.
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IMPORTDOKTOR AT 1387 LEXINGTON ROAD, LOUISVILLE
KY 40206; 502/584-3511 IS SEEKING TO OBTAIN A CLEAR
TITLE TO THE FOLLOWING VEHICLE:
1972 VOLKSWAGEN BEETLE – VIN# 1122832987
OWNER – TIMOTHY VANRIPER
TOTAL DUE - $5074.00
IMPORTDOKTOR LOCATED AT 1387 LEXINGTON ROAD
LOUISVILLE, KY. 40206 WILL SELL THE VEHICLE ON NOV
14TH, 2025

PUBLIC NOTICE
COAL, WOOD&OIL
FUEL VENDORS

Multi-Purpose CAA is seeking fuel vendors to participate in the Subsidy &
Crisis component of the Low-Income Home Energy Assistance Program
(LIHEAP) for the counties of Bullitt, Shelby and Spencer. The Subsidy
Program will begin November 3rd, 2025 and run through December 12th,
2025. The CRISIS Program will begin January 6th, 2026 and run until March
27th, 2026 or until funds are expended. Delivery will be required within 18
to 48 hours of notice.

Anyone interested in being placed on the Approved Vendor’s List, must
complete an application at one of MPCAA’s Offices:

Shelbyville – 207 Washington St., Shelbyville, KY 40065
Taylorsville – 44 Creekside Drive, Taylorsville, KY 40071

Shepherdsville – 214 Frank E. Simon Ave., Shepherdsville, KY 40165

For more information call
Laura Perdue @ 502-543-4077

MPCAA is an Equal Opportunity Employer

“This project is funded under a contract with the Cabinet for Health and
Family Services with funds from the Low Income Home Energy Assistance

Program made possible by the U.S. Department of Health and Human
Services.”

CONTEST RULES
1. You must for at least FIVE categories to have an eligible ballot
2. Only one vote per computer IP address at www.pioneernews.net.

Additional votes will be disqualified.
3. No photocopies on paper ballots. Must be original newspaper.

Paper ballots may be mailed to Best of Bullitt County, P.O. Box
98, Shepherdsville, Ky. 40165. An orange drop box is also a
collection point at 200 S. Buckman St. in Shepherdsville.

4. Winners will be announced in a special edition of The Pioneer
News on Thursday, Dec. 18, 2025

1. CUP OF COFFEE _________________________________

2. BREAKFAST ____________________________________

3. PIZZA ________________________________________

4. HAMBURGER ___________________________________

5. HOT DOG ______________________________________

6. STEAK ________________________________________

7. MEXICAN FOOD _________________________________

8. ICED TEA ______________________________________

9. ORIENTAL FOOD_________________________________

10. CHICKEN _____________________________________

11. FAMILY RESTAURANT ____________________________

12. FAST FOOD ___________________________________

13. SANDWICH____________________________________

14. ICE CREAM ___________________________________

15. USED CAR DEALER______________________________

16. CAR AND TRUCK REPAIR__________________________

17. AUTO AND TRUCK PARTS _________________________

18. TIRE DEALER __________________________________

19. STORAGE FACILITY ______________________________

20. FLORIST _____________________________________

21. GIFTS/COLLECTIBLES ____________________________

22. JEWELRY STORE _______________________________

23. DRY CLEANING_________________________________

24. CLOTHING ____________________________________

25. WINERY ______________________________________

26. CONVENIENCE STORE____________________________

27. HEALTH/FITNESS CENTER_________________________

28. BEAUTY SALON ________________________________

29. TANNING SALON________________________________

30. NAIL SALON___________________________________

31. HARDWARE STORE______________________________

32. HEATING AND AIR CONDITIONING ___________________

33. RECREATIONAL FACILITY__________________________

34. TOBACCO SHOP ________________________________

35. EQUIPMENT RENTAL_____________________________

36. CARPET STORE ________________________________

37. PEST CONTROL SERVICE _________________________

38. LANDSCAPE COMPANY___________________________

39. GROCERY STORE _______________________________

40. LIQUOR/WINE STORE ____________________________

41. LAWN AND GARDEN STORE _______________________

42. INSURANCE AGENT______________________________

43. REAL ESTATE AGENCY ___________________________

44. PET GROOMING ________________________________

45. VETERINARIAN _________________________________

46. FULL SERVICE BANK_____________________________

47. CREDIT UNION _________________________________

48. EMERGENCY CARE FACILITY _______________________

49. PHYSICIAN OFFICE ______________________________

50. DENTAL OFFICE ________________________________

51. CHIROPRACTIC OFFICE ___________________________

52. EYE CARE OFFICE_______________________________

53. CHILD CARE FACILITY ____________________________

54. PEDIATRIC OFFICE ______________________________

55. FUNERAL HOME ________________________________

56. NURSING HOME/ASSISTED LIVING___________________

57. PHARMACY ___________________________________

58. CEMETERY____________________________________

59. ADULT DAY CARE _______________________________

60. OIL CHANGE___________________________________

61. LAWN MOWER/TRACTOR DEALER ___________________

62. GOLF COURSE _________________________________

63. TOW/WRECKER SERVICE__________________________

64. LAWYER______________________________________

65. FARM SUPPLIES ________________________________

66. BARBER SHOT _________________________________

67. POOL CENTER _________________________________

68. BANQUET/RENTAL FACILITY _______________________

69. CONSIGNMENT SHOP ____________________________

70. DANCE/PERFORMING ARTS________________________

71. PHYSICAL THERAPY OFFICE _______________________

72. MASSAGE THERAPIST____________________________

73. MASSAGE SALON_______________________________

74. COMPUTER REPAIR _____________________________

75. ORTHODONIST OFFICE ___________________________

76. HOTEL/MOTEL _________________________________

77. SIGN COMPANY ________________________________

78. PLUMBER ____________________________________

79. TOURIST ATTRACTION____________________________
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