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	 The Salt River Local Arts 
Collaborative will host its 
monthly gathering at Cedar 
Grove Coffee House on Sat-
urday, March 22, from 3 to 5 
PM, and attendees who share 
their creative work will have 
a chance to win $50 cash.

GUEST SPEAKER
	 Our monthly Artists’ 
Social is held to bring together 
creatives of all kinds to con-
nect, share, and make art in a 
welcoming, alcohol-free space. 
	 For March, we will wel-
come actress and costumer 
Shameca Freeman, who has 
traveled the world working in 
theater. 
	 Shameca will share her 
experiences in community 
theater, including her time 
with Bardstown Theatricals, 
and offer suggestions on how 
we can build our own theater 
component within SLAC.
	 Shameca’s work has 
revolved around community 
and children’s theater in 48 
states and seven countries. 

An adjunct professor at the 
University of Northern Colo-
rado, Shameca holds multiple 
degrees, including a Master 
of Fine Arts in Film & TV, a 
Bachelor of Fine Arts in The-
ater, and a Bachelor of Science 
in Psychology.

EKPHRASTIC WRITING
	 In addition to our guest 
speaker, we will engage in an 
ekphrastic writing activity, 
led by yours truly. 
	 Ekphrastic writing is the 

practice of responding to art 
with words—poetry, prose, 
or whatever the moment 
inspires. We’ll use print pho-
tos and prints of artwork for 
this activity, so if you have 
any favorites, bring prints of 
them. 
	 No prior writing experi-
ence is necessary to partici-
pate in this activity. Just bring 
a notebook, something to write 
with, and your imagination.

OPEN MIC & CASH PRIZE
	 At 4 PM, we will also host 
an open mic to give artists, 
writers, and performers the 
chance to share their work in 
a supportive environment. As 
an added incentive, we will 
have a drawing for a $50 cash 
prize for one of our open-mic 
participants.
	 As I’ve mentioned in 
previous columns, the Salt 
River Local Arts Collabora-
tive (LINK TO SUBSTACK: 
h t t p s : / / b o b b i b u c h a n a n .
substack.com/) is working 
to establish a dedicated arts 

center to provide local artists, 
writers, and performers with a 
space to create, showcase, and 
sell their work. 

ARTS LEADERSHIP
PROGRAM
	 In addition to the month-
ly Artists’ Socials, I will be 
launching the Arts Leadership 
Program this month. 
	 Funded by the Kentucky 
Foundation for Women and 
the James Baker Hall Founda-
tion, the ALP is specifically 
designed to support people in 
addiction recovery, mental 
health recovery, and the for-
merly incarcerated--some of 
the most underserved people 
in our community. 
	 The program will provide 
mentorship and leadership 
training, and will help par-
ticipants develop facilitation 
and event planning skills. 
There are financial incen-
tives for participating, as well. 
For example, the culminating 
task is to lead a workshop at 
a future  Artists’ Social. Stu-

dents earn $100 for leading the 
workshop and graduate the 
program.
	 ALP graduates will help 
organize exhibits, run work-
shops, plan activities, promote 
events, and conduct other 
operations at the new arts cen-
ter.
	 We will hold an orienta-
tion for the ALP at the Bul-
litt County Public Library in 
Shepherdsville on Saturday, 
March 15, from 2 to 4 PM. Any-
one interested in enrolling in 
the program should contact 
me on Substack or by email at 
bobbibuch@gmail.com.

Bobbi Buchanan is a writer, 
teacher, and cofounder of the 
Salt River Local Arts Collab-
orative (LINK TO SUBSTACK: 
https://bobbibuchanan.sub-
stack.com/). She received 
grants from the Kentucky 
Foundation for Women and the 
James Baker Hall Foundation 
in 2024 to support her therapeu-
tic writing workshops and help 
people in addiction recovery.
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Share creative work, may win cash

From the Senate/by Mike Nemes, state senator

Legislators entering the final days 
	 Things are moving quickly, 
bills are being debated, final 
votes are happening, and we’re 
working hard to pass legisla-
tion that will impact Kentucky 
families, businesses, and com-
munities.
	 Last week also brought a 
great reminder of  why this 
work matters, as students from 
across the state visited the 
Capitol for Kentucky Youth 
Advocacy Week. It’s always in-
spiring to see young Kentuck-
ians engage in the legislative 
process and share their vision 
for the future.
	 Below are several bills we 
passed in the Senate last week 
that the Kentucky state House 
of  Representatives may now 
take up.
	 I am grateful to my col-
leagues for their support of  
my Senate Bill 190 that helps 
charities generate more rev-
enue for their missions while 
maintaining oversight and 
structure by expanding chari-
table gaming opportunities to 
support nonprofit fundraising. 
	 It allows volunteers to 
serve at up to six weekly events 
or sessions, which builds com-
munity engagement. Licensed 
charitable organizations may 
now conduct up to three bingo 
sessions per week, up from two 
and increase the maximum al-
lowable gaming time from 10 
to 15 hours per week, further 
supporting nonprofit efforts. 
If  it becomes law, these chang-
es take effect on July 1. The bill 
passed the Senate unanimous-
ly and heads to the House for 
consideration.
	 Senate Bill 3 updates Ken-
tucky’s name, image, and 
likeness (NIL) laws to align 
with the expected House v. 
NCAA settlement and enable 
the state’s universities to re-
main competitive with schools 
nationwide. The bill allows 
student-athletes to enter into 
agreements with their univer-
sities or affiliated organiza-
tions for direct compensation, 
including revenue-sharing if  
required by law or legal settle-
ments. It establishes fair mar-
ket standards for NIL deals 
and prevents schools from re-
stricting athletes’ earning po-
tential unless outlined in insti-
tutional agreements. The bill 
also permits universities to 
sublicense NIL rights through 
media partners and third-par-
ty contracts to expand oppor-
tunities for student-athletes. 
With an emergency provision 
for immediate implementa-
tion, SB 3 prepares Kentucky’s 
universities for major changes 
in college athletics while pro-
tecting student-athletes and 
keeping the commonwealth’s 
colleges and universities com-
petitive.
	 Senate Bill 6 improves 
transparency in Kentucky’s 
education funding by ensuring 
that the full cost of  public edu-
cation is accurately reported. 
The bill requires the Support 
Education Excellence in Ken-

tucky (SEEK) funding model 
to include state-paid fringe 
benefits—such as teacher pen-
sions and health insurance—
in per-pupil funding calcula-
tions.
	 Currently, these costs are 
not factored into state educa-
tion funding reports,  which 
leaves an incomplete picture 
of  total taxpayer investment. 
SB 6 does not change how 
schools receive funding but 
provides a more accurate rep-
resentation of  the state’s fi-
nancial commitment to public 
education. The bill’s reporting 
changes take effect on July 1, 
2026.
	 Senate Bill 7, the Right of  
Publicity Act, prohibits the 
unauthorized commercial use 
of  unclothed images of  indi-
viduals, living or deceased, in 
Kentucky. It allows legal action 
for misuse, exempts cloud and 
internet service providers, 
and preserves First Amend-
ment protections for journal-
ism, art, and entertainment.
	 Senate Bill 38 allows school 
bus cameras to enforce stop 
arm violations, increases fines 
for offenders, and allocates 
funds for camera systems. It 
clarifies stopping rules on di-
vided highways and bans au-
tonomous vehicles for student 
transportation.
	 Senate Bill 68 reforms Ken-
tucky public school standards 
and administrative require-
ments by emphasizing criti-
cal and independent thinking, 
high academic achievement, 
and expanding career and 
technical education within 
the curriculum. It clarifies 
that school boards serve as 
tax-levying authorities and 
requires district budgets to be 
published like school financial 
reports.
	 Senate Bill 130 creates new 
criminal offenses to combat 
gift card fraud by targeting 
individuals who tamper with, 
steal, or fraudulently use gift 
cards. The bill makes it a Class 
D felony to manipulate a gift 
card’s packaging or security 
features to access its funds 
without authorization. It also 
defines “face value” for pros-
ecution purposes and penal-
izes gift card theft based on its 
value. By addressing a grow-
ing method of  financial fraud, 
SB 130 strengthens consumer 
protections and provides law 
enforcement with clearer tools 
to prosecute gift card-related 
crimes.
	 Senate Bill 132 -- The 
Health Care Heroes Recruit-
ment and Retention Act, seeks 
to address Kentucky’s health 
care workforce shortage by 
protecting medical profession-
als’ rights to decline participa-
tion in procedures or services 
that violate their religious, 
moral, or ethical beliefs. The 
bill ensures that federal laws 
regarding emergency medical 
treatment and the collection 
of  sexual assault evidence 
remain intact. It defines key 

terms such as “conscience,” 
“discrimination,” “health care 
professional,” and “health 
care institution” to provide 
clarity in its application. The 
legislation prohibits retalia-
tion against doctors, nurses, 
and other providers refus-
ing to participate in certain 
medical services based on con-
science objections.
	 It shields them from legal 
liability for refusing to per-
form services they object to. 
It prohibits a requirement for 
any individual to receive a 
COVID-19 vaccine for student 
enrollment in any medical 
program or to receive medi-
cal treatment in the common-
wealth. 
	 Additionally, it prevents 
hiring or licensing authorities 
from penalizing, reprimand-
ing, or denying employment 
or licensure to those who ex-
ercise these rights. The bill 
also mandates that hiring and 
licensing authorities provide 
professionals access to com-
plaints filed against them. To 
ensure enforcement, it estab-
lishes a civil cause of  action 
for individuals who experience 
retaliation or discrimination 
for asserting their conscience 
rights. Given the urgency of  
Kentucky’s health care work-
force crisis, the bill includes 
an emergency clause, making 
it effective immediately upon 
passage. These protections 
align with similar laws in oth-
er states and will help attract 
and retain medical profession-
als in Kentucky.
	 Senate Bill 144 prohibits 
the resale of  firearms used 
in homicides, requiring law 
enforcement to destroy them 
within 90 days of  a court order. 
It also allows the Kentucky 
State Police (KSP) to destroy 
confiscated firearms that are 
defaced, contaminated, unsafe 
to discharge, or requested for 
destruction by an innocent 
owner. Currently, state law 
mandates that seized firearms, 
including murder weapons, be 
sold at auction, a practice that 
has drawn criticism from vic-
tims’ families and law enforce-
ment. With bipartisan support, 
SB 144 prioritizes public safety, 
respects victims’ families, and 
helps bring closure to those 
impacted by violent crime.
	 Senate Bill 153 sets stan-
dards for prepayment claims 
review in Medicaid to prevent 
improper payments, increase 
oversight, and reduce fraud. 
It requires compliance with 
state regulations and federal 
approval if  necessary.
	 Senate Bill 183 requires 
proxy advisers working with 
Kentucky’s state-administered 
retirement systems to priori-
tize financial outcomes when 
voting on or recommending 
shareholder-sponsored pro-
posals. If  a proxy adviser votes 
against a company’s board of  
directors’ recommendation, 
they must provide a detailed 
economic analysis proving the 

decision benefits retirement 
system members. The bill 
aims to prevent politically mo-
tivated investment decisions, 
particularly those influenced 
by environmental, social, and 
governance (ESG) activism, 
which has been linked to lower 
stock returns. It also reduces 
reliance on proxy advisory 
firms, which control most of  
the market and frequently 
push non-financial agendas. 
By reinforcing fiduciary re-
sponsibility, SB 183 ensures 
pension funds remain focused 
solely on economic perfor-
mance.
	 Senate Bill 202 establishes 
regulations for cannabis-in-
fused beverages, treating them 
similarly to alcohol under the 
Department of  Alcoholic Bev-
erage Control (ABC). The bill 
intends to keep intoxicating 
beverages out of  underage 
reach. The bill as amended re-
moves a previously proposed 
moratorium and instead sets 
a 5 mg THC limit per serv-
ing for intoxicating cannabis 
beverages. The University of  
Kentucky Cannabis Center 
will study these products and 
report findings to the Legisla-
tive Research Commission by 
November 1, 2025.
	 Senate Bill 207, the School 
Innovation Act, gives Ken-
tucky’s public schools greater 
flexibility to implement in-
novative educational strate-
gies by establishing a waiver 
process through the Kentucky 
Board of  Education. Any pub-
lic school may apply to be-
come a school of  innovation, 
whether seeking to enhance 
academic offerings, expand 
specialized programs, or take 
a fresh approach to improve-
ment. For struggling schools, 
this provides an opportunity 
for a reset within the public 
school system while maintain-
ing district leadership and ac-
countability. The bill sets clear 
terms and limitations for waiv-
ers and requires state approval 
and oversight with procedures 
for renewal and rescission 
when necessary. To stream-
line the process, it authorizes 
administrative regulations to 
support waiver implementa-
tion. Additionally, districts 
may partner with third parties 
to facilitate innovation with 
safeguards in place to revoke 
waivers if  mismanagement 
occurs. Modeled after success-
ful reforms in South Carolina 
and Indiana, this legislation 
creates a structured pathway 
for schools to pursue tailored 
solutions that best serve their 
students.
	 Senate Bill 218 enhances 
financial transparency by en-
suring taxpayers have clear, 
centralized access to local 
government spending and tax 
information. The bill directs 
the Kentucky Department of  
Revenue to create an online 
hub linking to financial re-
ports and tax rates for all local 
taxing authorities, including 

city and county governments, 
school districts, and special-
purpose entities. 
	 If  available, local govern-
ments must publish financial 
reports on their websites or 
submit them to the county 
library for public access. By 
2026, all local governments 
must notify the Department of  
Revenue where their reports 
can be accessed and publish 
a public notice directing resi-
dents to the state’s financial 
reporting hub. The legislation 
simplifies access to financial 
data and makes local govern-
ment spending more transpar-
ent and accessible.
	 Senate Bill 237 exempts 
experienced out-of-state law 
enforcement officers from 
Kentucky’s physical agility 
test for peace officer certifica-
tion, easing recruitment while 
maintaining professional stan-
dards.
	 Senate Bill 257 creates the 
Office of  Government Effi-
ciency within the Auditor of  
Public Accounts to identify 
waste, improve cost-effective-
ness, and enhance transparen-
cy. It formalizes the Auditor’s 
structure, authorizes staffing 
and funding for efficiency ini-
tiatives. The bill builds on a 
decade of  legislative efforts 
to ensure fiscal discipline, 
strengthen pensions, boost re-
serves, and lower income tax-
es.
	 Senate Bill 266 allows Ken-
tucky State Police officers to 
take off-duty law enforcement 
jobs with commissioner ap-
proval and department regula-
tions to prevent conflicts of  in-
terest. It permits state-owned 
vehicle use with regular plates 
and sets policies on uniforms, 
equipment, and facilities.
	 House Bill 191 expands 
eligibility for burial in Ken-
tucky state veterans’ cemeter-
ies to include certain National 
Guard and Reserve service 
members and their families.
	 House Bill 219 would re-
quire emergency medical 
providers to receive sexual 
assault emergency response 
training. It does not mandate a 
certificate-type program, only 
training.
As we push forward, I remain 
committed to making thought-
ful, responsible decisions that 
move Kentucky forward. Our 
work here isn’t just about 
passing laws, it’s about ensur-
ing a better and brighter fu-
ture for all of  us. I appreciate 
your support and engagement 
throughout this process, and I 
encourage you to stay involved 
as we wrap up the 2025 Regular 
Session.
	 You can track bills and 
meetings in several ways. Stay 
updated on legislative proceed-
ings by visiting legislature.
ky.gov, or finding the status of  
legislation by calling 866-840-
2835.  You can also get legisla-
tive meeting information at 
800-633-9650 and watch live at 
KET.org/Legislature

	 SHEPHERDSVILLE -- A man who 
was in the Bullitt County Judicial 
Center and attacked sheriff’s security 
officers as he tried to leave has been 
indicted.
	 The Bullitt County Grand Jury 
recently indicted Byron Franzell and 

he was charged with two counts of 
assault and fleeing.
	 The indictment alleges that on Feb. 
25, 2025, Franzell attempted to cause 
injury to a pair of bailiffs at the Bullitt 
County Judicial Center.
	 He also tried to flee after causing 

injury to bailiff Jerry Nugent.
	 The most serious offense is a Class 
D felony, which is punishable by 1-5 
years in prison.
	 Shepherdsville officer Brandon 
Beatty investigated.
	 An indictment does not mean guilt or 

innocence. Instead, it means that at least 
nine of the 12 grand jurors felt there was 
enough evidence to move forward with a 
criminal trial.

Man indicted for assaulting deputies at judicial center


